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^ SERM^O^XXIIL tbe Gof^l Sixppef. 

tftJ^KE ' xir. 22^ 23, 24. ^i/ /fo fertiani fatd^ Lord, it is 
doni ^s iiifu baft commandid^ and yet tbert is room. And the 
krd fdid unto the feryant. Go out into the hiihwaysy and 
hedges y and tompel them to come in^ that my houfe may he 
filled. For i fin unto you, that none ofthofe then which were 
tidderii JImO tafte afmy /tipper. p. 20; 

JS E RM. XXXIV; T6e Pharifte ind Publicatn* 

tfUKB xviii. 14. ' / ieli you, this moH went down to his ho^fi 
jujlified rather than the other : For every one that exaltetb 
hmfitfi Jhall be abafed \ and be that humUetb himfelf^ Jhall be 
exalted. p. 36 

S £ RM. XXXV; The Cohverfioh of Zaccheos^ 

Luke Xix. 9, 10. Jfndjejiis /aid uMo him^This day is falvd* 
iion come to this houfe 5 forafmUcb as he alfo is the Son of 
jibe^bm^ Per the Son of Hum is come iofeek and io fave that 
which was hji^ -^ «;— i^ P« 49 

. SfiRM. XXXVI. The Marriage of Cana. 

jfoilM ii. II. TA/j beginning if miracles did yejiis in Cana of 
.Galilee, and mariifefted fohfo his glory j and his difctples 
Mietfed on him. — ^ <i^ ^^ p^ 64 

• The Schnoni marked iil(k a *, tre iow fijrft publii&cd froto the A«hoi'i ownt 
SnBincnptt* 
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SERM. XXXVIIL The Indwelling of the Spirit, the 
common Privilege of all Bdievers. 

John vii. 37, 38, 39. In the laftday^ that great day oftbifeaji^ 
Jifus Jlood and cried^ faying^ If any man thirjl^ let him comt 
unto me and drink* He that helieveth on me^ as the fcripiure 

.^; batb faid^: out^f his-heUy Jhqll flm rivers of U^ing wat^r. 
But thts /pake he of the Spirit j which they that belifyi en bim 
fmld receive. ^- •— — . p, 89 

. SERM. XXXIX. The Refurreaion of Lazarus. !.V . 

John xi. 43, 44. ''Jifd when, he had t^s fpoken^ he^fd'^th '■ 
. a bud. voice ^ Lazarus come forth, Jnd he that u/fii dead^ . 

came forth^ bound hand and foot uoith grave- cloaths: Jtndhis 
. face was hound about with a napkin. J^fus faith. Unto Han ^ 

Loofe bimy and let him go. — — P* ^93 

SERM. XL. The Holy Spirit convincing the "yVdrid of 
Sin, Righteoufnefs, and Judgmcht. 

. John xvi. 8. Jnd when he is com'e^ he wilt reprove the world of 
flvy and of righteoufnefs^ and ^f judgment. . P- 15^7 

SERM. XLI. Saul's Converfion. 

Acts ix. 22. But Saul increafcd the more in firengthy land 
confounded the Jaws which dwelt at DamafcuSj proving that thh 
isvcryChriJi,, . *~ — — ^. P« I+S 

SE R M. XLII. Marks of having received the IJoly Ghoft* 

Acts xix. 2. Have' ye received the Holy Gboft fsnce ye 
believed? — — -p. l6j| 
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p. 174 
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SERM. XLiy*;: Cftrift, fhe.Pencv^rt Wittomi ' Rigfei 

teouihefs, San^ification, and Redemption. 

I Cor. I. 30. £ut ofhimnre ye inJChrlft Jefu^ wba of Gcid 
is inadi unto us^ ufifdomy rsghieoufnejs^ Jan£lificationy and 
redimptm;,^ .1 -^ .:— ^... l—r/lsl )?» '87 

S£RM. XLV. The Kopn^edge <>f Jefui Chrift (tie beft 

Knowledge. 

, I Cqr* ii. 1* I ditirmned not to know any thing among jou^ 
'■' ' I^fy^f^^ Chrift;^ and him ttucified. —'^ p. 20 j . . 

^: SEjpt XLVL^^ Of Juftification by Chrift. . . 

•■'i^-fc . ■■,'.*■ ' ^1 '■ ■■ ■ ' ■ ■ I 
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^iilfh!!. XLVm. Satan's Devices. 

1 C!oR. ii. II. Left Satan Jhould get an advantage over uti 
. for we are not ignorant of his devices. — P* 241 

.'. ^SbitM. XLIX. On Regeneration. 
.V^wiu V. 17. If any man he in Chrijiy he is a new creature. 

^'-vj^^-: p. 257 

' ': W SERM. L. Chriftians, Temples of the living God. 
a CoJi. vi. i6. Te are the Temple of the living God. p. 273 
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probate Spirit. 

2 Cor. xiii. 5. ^ow ye not your ownfelves^ how that ^efus 
Chrift is in you^ except ye be Reprobates. — • p. 287 
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tut be filed with the Spirit. — ~ p. 303 
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S fe R M O N XXXil. 

A Penitent Heart, the beft New Tears Gift. 



Luke xiii. 3. 
Except ye repent^ yejhall all likewife peri/h. 

WHEN we cofffi^er hoiV heinous and aggravating our 
offences are,. in the fight of a juft and holy God, that 
they brins down his wrath uppn our heads, and occafion us 
to five irnder his indignation j how ought we thereby to be 
deterred from evil,* or at leaft engaged to ftudy to repent 
t)^er^of, and not commit the fame again ; but man is (o 
thoughtiefs of an eternal fiate, and has fo little confitlquition , 
of ^He M^elfare of his immortal foul, that he can fm without 
any thought that he muft give an account of his adions at 
the day of judgment ; or if he, at times, has any refledlions^ 
oh his behaviour, they do riot drive him to true repentance : 
lie rtay, for a £hort time, refrain from falling into fome grofs 
fift'^ whicih he had lately committed j but then, when the 
^mptation comes again with power, heis carried away with' 
^t luft; aiid thus he goes on promifing and refolving, and" 
jn blreaking botli his refolutions and his promifes, as faft al- 
Aibff is lie has made them. This is highly offenfive to God, 
ft is Aiocking of him. My brethren, when grace is given us 
<o repent truly, we (hall turn wholly unto Gop ; and let me 
beTeech y6u to repent of your fins, for the time is haftening 
v^hen yoii will have neither time nor call to repent ; there is 
Aone i|i the grave, whither we are going ; but do not be afraid^ 
for God often receives the greateft finner to mercy through 
t\kt merits of Christ Jesus ; this magnifies the riches of 
bi& free graces arid ftiould be an encouragement for you, 
who are great and notorious finners, to repent, for he will 
have' ihcrcy upbii yoif, if you' through Christ return unto 

hinot 

•A a St. Paul 
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St, Paul was an eminent inftance of this ; he fpeaks of him* 
fcJf as " the chief of fmners," and he dcclarcth how God 
ihewed mercy unt;o him. Christ loves to (hew mercy unto 
iinpers, and if you repent, he will H^vp merqy upon you^ 
But as no word is more miftaken than that of repentaiu:Cj^ 
J (hall 

I. Shew you what the nature of repentance isf 

II. Confider thp feveral p^rts ^nd caufes of repentance, 

|II. I (hall give you fome reafons, iifhy repentance is ne^efv 
fary to falvation. And 

IV. Exhort all of you, high and loWj rich and poor, one 
wit)i aqotber, to epde^vour after repei^cance. 

I. Repentance, niy brethren, in the firft place, as to its na- 
tiire, is the carnal and corrupt difpofition pf mep being changed 
into a renewed and fanftified difpofition. A man that has truly 
repented, is truly regenerated : it is a different word for one 
and the fame thing ; the motley mixture of the beaft and devil 
is gone j there is, as it were, a new creation wrought in your 
Jjearts. If your repentance is true, you are renewed through- 
out, both in foul and body ; your unde^ftandings are en- 
lightened witli the knowledge of Gop, and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ 5 and your wills, which were ftubborn, obfti- 
natc, and hated all good, are obedient and conformable to the 
Vill of God. Indeed, our deifts tell us, tbs^t man now ha? 
, a free will to do good, to love Gop, and to repent when he 
will J but indeed;^ there is no free will in any of you, but to. 
:(in ; nay, your free-will leads you fo far, that you would, if 
poiTible, pull Gpn from his throne. This may, perhaps, offend 
the Pharifees j but (it is the truth in Christ whicb I fpeak, 
I lie not) every man by his own natural will hates God; but^ 
when he is turned unto the Lord, by evangelical repentance, 
then his will is changed 5 then your confpience's, npw har- 
f]ened and benumbed, (hall be quickened and awakened ; then 
your hard hearts (ball be melted, and your unruly affedions 
(hall bp crucified. Thus, by that repentance, the whole foul 
will be changed, you will have new inclinations, new defires, 
and new habits. 

You 
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You may ice how vile wc arc by naturcj that it requires fy 
^reat a change to be made upon us, to recover us from thi| 
ftate of fin, and therefore the confideratioA of our dreadful 
ftate {hould make us earned with God to change our condi* 
tion, and that change, true repentance implies ; therefore, mf 
brethren, copfider how hateful your ways ai'e to GoD^ whili; 
you coDtiiiue in fin; how abominable you are unto him^ whil<^ 
you run into evil : you cannot be faid to be cbriftians whil^ 
you are hating Christ, and bis people^ true repentance will 
fentircly change you, the biafs of youi- fouls will be changed^ 
then you will delight in Goi), in Christ^ in his law, and in 
his people ^ you will then believe that there is fuc!h a thing a$ 
inward feeling, though now you may efteem it madtiefs and 
enthufiafm ; you will not then be afhamed of becoming foojji 
for Christ*s fake; you will not regard being fcoflfed at; it 
is not then th^ir pointing after you and crying, ^^ Here corner 
^' another troop of his followers,*' will difmay you; no, yout 
foul will abhor fuch proceedings, the ways of Christ and ki$ 
people will be yout whole delight* 

tt is the nature of fuch repentance to make, a chatige, an4 
the greateft change as can be made here in the foul. Thus yoil 
fee what repentance implies in its own nature ; it denotes ail 
abhorrence of all evUi and a forfaking of iu I (hall nq^. 
proceed 

Sectmdfy^ To (he# you the (^arts of it, atid the csiufes edtl4 
curring theretOi 

The paru are^ forrow^ batred^ and an entire forfakitigcl 
firt. 

Our forroW and grief for fin, muft not fpring merely frodl % 
fear of wtath ; for if we haVe no other ground but that^ it 
proceeds from felf-loVe, and not ftoth any lote to Gojd } and if 
love to Goi> is hot the chief motive of your repentance, your 
repemalice is iti vain, ^nd hot to be efteemed true^ 

Many, id bur days^ think their crying, God forgive met 
br, LoIld have riiercy u^ph me ! or, t arii forry for it ! is 
fepentaftcei and that Gojo will efteem it as fuch; but^ indeed^ 
they are Iniftaken ; it is hot the drawing near to QoD WitU 
our lips, while our hearts ace far from him, virhich he regards, 
llepehtanct does not come by fit^ and flaits | no, it is on0 
A 3 «90tinue4 
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continued a(Jl of our lives ; for as we daily commit fin, fo we 
ttc«d a daily repentance befote Gob, to obtain forgiyenefs for 
thqfe fins We commit. 

It is not your confeffiqg yourfelves to be finners, it is npi 
knowing your condition to be fad and deplorable, fp long as 
you continue in your fins ; your care and endeavours ft^ouli 
b«, to get the heart thoroughly afFedled therewith, that yoii 
may feel yourfclyes to be loft and undone creatures, for 
^Christ came to fave fuch as arc Iok: and if you are enabled 
to groan under the weight and burden of your fins, then 
Christ willeafe you and give you reu. 
* And till you ar^ t^ius fenfiblc of* your ^ifery and loft con^ 
i^ition, you are a fei;yant to fin and to. your lufts, under th^ 
i>btida^e and qomn^and of S^tan, doing his drudgery : thou 
airt under the curfc o^ JGoD, and liable to his judgment. Con^ 
Jldcr how dreadful thy ftate will 6e at dfeath, and after the 
'iij of judgment, when thou wilt l^f fxpofed to fuch miferie? 
^hich the ear ha^h not heard, neither cah the heart conceive^ 
Hhd tliatto ail eternity, if you di^ impenitent. 

But i hope better things of you, my brethren, thoiigh I tjius 
fptfak^ and tilings which accompany falvation ; go to God iij 
fefayeir, apd be carneft with him, that by his Spirit l^e vvould 
Convince ybu of your mifj^rable tondition by nature, and ma^e 
^6u truly feiifibVe tliercbf, O be humbled, be humbled, I bc- 
feech you, for your fins. Having fpent fo many years in fin- 
ning, what can|i: thou dp lefs, than be; concerned \o (pe^nd fo^ie 
hours in mourning and forrowfng for the fame, and be humr 
bled before Gojp. 

^^ tbok tack irttid ytlur lives, call to mind thy fins, as njany 
as poffible thou c^ni^, th^ fins of thy youth, as well as of thy 
fijjer years; fee* how yoiji have departed from 2^ gracious Father, 
and wandered in the 'way of wick^dnefs, in vi^hich you have 
ioft jtourielvesj the favour of Gdp, the cornforts of his Spirit^ 
ind dbe peace of your own confcieh(;es j then go ancl beg par- 
don of the toRD. through the blood of the Lamb, for the evil 
thoQ haili; comdiitteci, and. for the good thou h^aft o,Qi|tted. 
Confider, llkcwife, tie hcinoufhefs of thy fins ; fee what very 
aggravating circumftances tjby uns are attended with^ how yoii 
toVb abufed the patience of Gop, which fliould have led yoii 
to repeiitaxlce ; and when tbpu findefi thy heart hard, beg of 
-■ • ■■' ' - '-'■ ■^^•*'-' ■■■■ '^ - •■-■■'■'-■ God 
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6ob to foften it, cry mightily uhtb him, in<l he will Cak# 
away thy ftony heart, and give thee a heart pf flefti. 
* Refolve to leave all thy finful lufts and pleafiires; renounce^ 
forf^kC) and abhor thy old finful coiirfe of life, and ferve Goi> 
in bolinets and rigbteoufiiefs aill the remaining part of life. If 
you lament and bewail paft fins, and do not forfake them, youf 
repentance is in vain, yoU arc mecking of God, ^nd deceiv- 
ing your Own foul ; you muft put off the old man with hii 
deeds, before you can put on the rieW man^ Christ jBdtfd. 
You, therefore, who have been fwearers and curfers, y6u^ 
who have beeil harlots and drunkards, yott, who bavis beett 
thieves aiid robbers, you, who have hitherto followed the fin« 
fod pleafures and diverfions of life, let mebefeech you, by cM 
mercies of God in Christ Jbsu$, that ydu would noion^ 
Continue therein, but that you would forfake your evil wayf^ 
and tiim unto the Lord, for he waiteth to be gracious linta 
youj he is ready, he is willing to pardon you oif all yotir fiiU| 
but do not expe(£t CiIrist to pardon you of fin, when yoa ruM 
into it^ and will not abftain frotn tomplying with the tempta- 
tions ; but if you will be perfuaded to abftain frotti evil and^ 
thufe the good^ to return unto the LoilD, and repent ol 
^our #ickedhef9, he hath promifed he will abundantly parddibf 
you, be will heal your back-flidings, and will love y6tt 
ireely. Refolve how this day tp have done with your fiiM 
for ever ; let your old ways and yoii be feparatcd 5 you muft 
tefolve againft it, for there can be no true repentance without 
a rcfolution to foi-fakc it. Refolve fot CHrisTj refolve againU? 
the devil and his works, and gd on fightihg the Lord's battlet 
againft the devil and his einiiTariesi attack him in the ftroftgeft 
holds he has, fight him as then^ as chriftiiinSj and you will* 
loon find him to be a coWard ; i^fift htm and he will fly frortl 
jrou. Refolve, through grace, to do this^ and yoiir repentftnM 
is half dotie ; but then take tsire that you do not ground y&uf 
refolutions on your own ftrength, but in the ftrength of the 
IrOkD Jbsits Christ s he is the way, he it the truth, and be 
is the life ; without his affiftance you can do nothing, bul! 
through bis gtzct ftrengthening thee^ thou wilt be enabled td 
do all things ; and the more thou art feiifible of thy^own weak- 
heft ahd inability, the more ready Christ will be to help) 
thit9'} and what can aH the men of the world do to thee when 
•f A 4 Christ 
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Christ is for thee ? thcfu wilt not regard what they fay againft 
thee, for you will have the teftimony of a good Gonfciencc, 
, Refolve to caft thyfelf at the feet of Christ in fubjc6tion 
to him, and throw thyfelf into the arms of Christ for falva- 
ti©n by him. Confider, my dear brethren, the many invita- 
tions he has given you to conae unto him, to be faved by him; 
** GoD has laid on him the iniquity of us all." O let me 
prevail with you, above all things, to make choice of the Lord 
Jesus Christ; refign yourfclves unto him, take him, O take 
.]^i|Si^ upon his own terms, and whofoever thou art, bow great 
9. finner ioever you have been, this evening, in the name of 
the great GoD, do I offer Jesus Christ unto thee ; as thou 
valuell thy life and foul refufe him not, but ftir up thyfelf to 
iiccept of the Lord Jesus, take him wholly as he is, for he 
will be. applied wholly unto you, or elfe not at all. Jesus^ 
CHRist muft be your whole wifdom, Jesus Christ muft be 
your whole righteoufnefs, Jesus Christ muft be your whole 
fimAification, or lie will never be your eternal redemption. 
. What though you have been ever fo wicked and profligate^ 
yet, if you will now abandon your fins, and turn unto the 
Lord Jesus Christ; thou (halt have him given to thee, and 
^U thy fins fhall be freely forgiven. O why v^ill you negledt 
the great work of your repentance ? do not defer the doing of 
it one day longer, but to-day, even now, take that Christ 
who is freely offered to you. 

Now ^s to the caufes hereof, the firft caufe is God ; he is 
the author, " we arc born of God,'* God hath begotten us^ 
tven God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; it is he 
that ftirs us up to will and to do of his own good pleafure ; 
sind another caufe is$ Gob's free grace ; it is owing to the^ 
^> riches of his free grace/' my brethren, that, we have beei* 
prevented from goingdown td hell long ago; it is becaufe the 
eompaffions of the Lord fail not, they are new every morn* 
ing, and freOi every evening. 

Sometimes the inftruments are very unlikely 5 a poor de- 
fpifed minifier, or member of Jssus Chris^t, noay,- by the 
power of God, be made an inftrument in the hands of God,) 
of bringing you to true evangelical repentance } and this may 
t)e done to (h^w, that the power is not in men, but that it 
|4 entirely owing to the good pleafure of God '^ and if theff? 
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las'bccn iny good done among many of you, by preaching 
the word, as I truft there has, though it Was preached in a 
field, if God has met and owped us, and blefied his word, , 
though preached by an enthufiaftic babbler, a boy, a mad* 
nao ; I do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice, let foes fay what 
(hey wiiK I ihall now 

Tlnrdly^ Shew the rcafons why repentance is neceffary tp 
falvation. 

And this, my brethren, is plainly revealed to us in the word 
bf God, ^^ The foul that does not repent and turn unto the 
Lord, (hall die. in its firis, and their blood (hall be required 
at their own heads/' It is neceffary, as we have finned, we 
fliould repent ; for a holy God could not, nor ever can, or 
will, admit any thing that is unholy into his prefence; this 
is the beginning of grace in the foul ; there mu(t be a change 
in heart and life, before there can be a dwelling with a holy 
God. You cannot love fin and God too, you cannot love 
God and mammon ; no unclean pcrfon can ftand in the pre- 
ience of God, it is contrary to the holinefs of his nature; 
there is a contrariety between the holy nature of God, and 
the unholy nature of carnal and unregenerate men. 

What comixiunication can there be between a finlcfs God, 
mnd creatures; full of fin, between a pure God and impure 
creatures? If you were to be admitted into heaven with your 
prefent tempers, in your impenitent condition, heaven itfelf 
would be a hell to you ; the fongs of angels would be as en- 
thufiafm^ and would be intolerable to you \ therefore you muft 
have thefe, tempers changed, you mud be holy, as God is: 
he muft be your God here, and you muft be his people, or 
you will never dwell together to all eternity* If you hate the 
ways of God, and cannot fpend an hour in his fervice^ how 
Will you think to be eafy, to all eternity, in finging praifes to 
him that fits upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever. 

And this is to be the employment, my brethren, of all 
thofe who are admitted into this glorious place, where neither 
fin nor finner is admitted, where no fcoffer ever can come, 
without repentance from his evil ways, a turning unto God, 
and a cleaving unto him : this muft be done, before any caA 
)>e Emitted into the glorious manrK>ns of God, which are 
1 prepared 
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prepared for all that love the Lord Jss0s Christ lo finceri^ 
ty and truth : repent ye then of all your fins, O my dear 
brethren, it makes my blood run cold, in thinking that any of 
you fbo^]d not be admitted into the glorious maniions above. 
O that it vf^s in my power, I would place all of you^ 
yea, you my fcofSng brethren, and the greateft enemy I have 
on earth, at the right-hand of ]£sj^s ; but this I cannot do : 
however, I advife and exhort you, with all love and tendernefs, 
to make Jesus your refuge ; fly to him for relief ; Jesus died 
to fave fuch as you i be is full of compaffion ; and if you go to 
bim^ as poor, loft, undone fianers, Jesus will give you his 
.fpirit ; you (hall live and reign, and reign and live^ you fliali 
lonf^zad live, and live and love with this Jesu^ to all eternity^ 

I zm^ Fourthly^ to exhort all of you, high and lo^i, rich 
and poor, one with anQtber» ta repent of all your iuis, and 
tu.rp unto the Lord. 

And I (hall fpeak to each of you ; for you have either rfc- 
^n ted, or you have not, you are believers in Christ Jesu's^ 
or unbelievers* > 

And firft, you wha never have truly repefited of your finsy 
and never have truly forfaken your lufts, be not offended if I 
fpeak plain to you ; for it is love, love to your fouis^ that con^ 
ilrains me to fpeak : I ffaall lay before you your danger, and 
the mifiay.to which you arc expofed, while you remain im* 
penitent in fin. And O that this may be a means of making 
you fly to Christ for pardon and forgivenefs. 

While thy fins are not repented of, thou art in danger of 
death, and if you (hould die, you would perifli for ever; 
There is no hope of any who live aUd die iit their fins^ but that 
they will dwell with devils and dibincd fptrlttf to all etefnitjrw 
And how do we know we (hall livis much lohger : we are not 
fure offering our own balMtations this night in fafety. Whaff 
mean ye then being at eafe and pleafure while your fins iar^ 
not pardoned. As fure as ever the word* of God is trtre, if 
you die in that condition, you are Ihut out of all hope and 
mercy for ever, and (ball pafs into eafelefs and endfefs tnifcry. 

What b all thy pkafurea and diverfions worth ? They laf! 
but for a moment, they are of no worth, afid but of flior€ 
continuance. And fure it muft be groftfoUy^ eagerly to piiffu^ 

thofe 
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tbofe fmful lufts and pleafures, which war againft the foliU 
which tend to harden the heart, and keep us froip dofing 
ftrith the Lord Jesus ; indeed, thcfe are deftru&ive of out 
peace here, and without repentance, yifill be of our peace 
j}crpafter, 

O the folly and iQadnefs of this fenfual world ; fure.if there 
were nothing in fm but prefent flayery, it would keep an in-^ 
genuous fpirit from it. But to do the devils drudgery ! and if 
we do that, yfc (hall have his wages, which is eternal death 
and condemnation} O confidqr this, my guilty brethren, you 
that think it np crime to fwear, whore, drink, or feoff and* 
jeer at the people of God ; confider how your voices will 
Chen be changed, and you that counted their lives niadnefis, 
and their end v^ithout honour, (h^Il howl and lament at your 
own madnefs and folly, that (hquld bring y<Hi to fo muck 
woe and difirefs. Then you will lament and bemoan your 
own dreadful condition ; but it will be of no figmHcaotion : 
for he that is now your merciful Sayiour, will then bepome 
your inexcMrable Judge. Now he i& eafy to be entreated ; but 
then, a)l your tears and prayers will be in vaio : for Goi^ 
hath allotted tp eviery m^n a day of grace, a time of repqnt^ 
ance^ which if hp doth t^of improice, but neglects and defpifai 
C)ie means which are offered tp him, he cannot be faved. 

Confider, therefore, while you are going on in a courfe of 
fin and unrighteoufnefs, I be(eecii you^ my brethren, to thinic 
of thje confequence that will atte;nd your thus mifpefUinp 
your precx>us time; your 6)ul5 aie worth being xroncerned 
abpuf : for if you caa enjoy ^all the pl^^fures and divecfloosr 
of life, at death you tnuft le^ve them ; that wJH put a^ end) 
to all your worldly conoerns* And will it.not be very As^ 
plor^bje, ^p have your good thiog^ here,. all yourjearthfy, fen- 
iual, devililh pleafures, which you',);iave been fo :mttcb>tjdDci^ 
up vyitb, all over : and the thought £:>r bow trifling a conoer4ii 
thou h^ft loft .etjernaJi wel/tf^y will gnaw thy voty (ouL : « • 

Thy wealth and grandeur will ftand in no ftead.;; thavi 
canft carry npthing pf it into, the other world : then itbecon- 
fideratipa pf thy. uncharit^blenefs to the poor, and the ways* 
-thpu didft tal^e to obtaiA thy wealth, wiii be a yery beii unw 
th«e^ 

. , Now 
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Now you enjoy the means of grace, as the preaching of 
bis word, prayer, and facraments ; and God has fent his mi* 
niflers out into the fields and highways, to invite, to woo you 
to come in ; but they are tirefome to thee, thou hadft rather 
be at thy pleafurcs : ere long, my brethren, they will be over^ 
and you will be no more troubled with them ; but then thou 
wouldft give ten thoufand worlds for one moment of that 
merciful time of grace which thou haft abufed ; then you 
will cry for a drop of that precious blood which now you 
trample under your feet ; then you will wifh for one more 
offer of mercy, for Christ and his free grace to be offered to 
you again ; but your crying will be in' vain : for as you 
would not repent here, God will not give you an opportunity 
to repent hereafter : if you would not in Christ's time, you 
ihail not in your own. In what a dreadful condition will you 
then be i What horror and aftonifhment will pofiefs your 
(buls i Then all thy lies and oaths, thy feoffs and jeers at 
the people of God, all thy filthy and unclean thoughts and 
tflions, thy mifpent tioie in balls, plays, and aflemblies, thy 
ipendiog whole evenings at cards, dice, and mafquerades, thy 
frequenting of taverns and alehoufes, thy worldlinefs, cove- 
toufnefs, and thy uncharitablenefs, will be brought at once 
to thy remembrance, and at once charged upon thy guilty 
fouL And how can you bear the thoughts of thefe things ? 
Indeed I am full of companion towards you, to think that 
this fliould be the portion of any who now hear me. Thcfc 
are truths, though awful ones ; my brethren, thefe are the 
truths of the gofpel ; and if there was not a neceifity for 
thus fpeaking, T would willingly forbear : for it is no pleafing 
fubje^ to me, any more than it is to you ; but it is my duty 
to fliew you the dreadful confequences of continuing in fin. 
I am only now ading the part of a (kilful furgeon, that 
iearches a wound before he heals it : I would (hew you your 
danger firft^ that deliverance may be the more readily accepted 
by you. 

Confider, that however you may be for t>utting the evit 
day away from you, and are now ftriving to hide your fins, at 
the day of judgment ther^ fhall be a full difcovery of all ; hid«» 
den things on that day (hall be brought to light ^ and after all 
thy fins have been revealed to the nrholc world^ then you muft 

depart 



ieptrt Into everlafting fire in hell, which will ootb^ qii^ftchdl - 
night and day ; it will be without intermiffion, without end* . 
then, what fiupidity and renfelefsnefs hath pofleiTed your 
hearts, that you ^re not frighted from your (ins*. The fear 
of Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace, made men do any thing to ' 
avoid it ; and (hall not an everlafting fire make men, make * 
you, do any thing to avoid it ? 

O that this would awaken and caufe you to humble your- - 
fejves for your fins,- and to beg pardon for them, that yoa 
might find mercy in the Lord* 

Do not go away, let not the devil hurry you away before 
the fermon is over; but ftay, and you fhall have a Jesus- 
offered to you, who has made full fatisfadion for all your fms* 

Let me befeech you to caft away your tranfgreiTions, to 
Arive againft fin, to watch againft it, and to beg power and • 
firength from Christ, to keep down the power of thofe lufta 
t^at hurry you on in your fmful ways. 

But if you will not do any of thefe things, if you are rc«. 
folved to fm on, you mufl expe<St eternal death to be the con«- 
fipquence ; you muil expe(Sl to be feized with horror and 
trembling, with horror and amazement, to hear the dreadful 
fentence of condemnation pronounced againfl you : and then 
you will run and call upon the mountains to fall on you, to. 
hide yott from the Lord, and from the fierce anger of his 
wrath. 

Had you now alieart to turn from your fins iinto the living; 
QoD, '^y true and unfeigned repentance, and to pray unto 
him for mercy, in and through the merits of Jesus Christ^ 
there were hope ; but at the day of judgment, thy prayers 
:^id tears will be of no fignification ; they will be of no fer« 
vice to thee, the Judge will not be entreated by thee : as you ' 
would not hearken to him when he called unto thee, but de-* 
fpifed both him and his miniflers, and would not leave your 
iniquities ; therefore, on that day he will not be entreated, 
notwithflanding all thy cries and tears ; for God himfelf hath^ 
faid, ^^ Becaufe I have called, and you refufed; I have, 
ftretched out my hand, ^nd no man regarded, but ye have fet 
at nought all my coiinfel, and woiih) bav^e none of my te^ 
proof; I will alfo laugh at your calamity^ and mock wbeh. 
VQur fear cometb as (ie(bl|i(ioni and your deilrudion cometh 



M4ik whlrltvind ; When diftrefs and anguifh cometh upon you^ 
thtn fhall they call' upon mcj but I will not anfwer, they 
ihaU ktk me early, but they fhall not find me." 

Now you may call this enthufia.m and madnefs ; but a^ 
that'great day, if yoo repent not of your fins here, you will 
find, by woeful experience, that your own ways were mad- 
nefs indeed ; but God forbid it fliould be left undone till 
then : feek after the "Lorh while he is to be found ; call upon 
bim while he is near, and you (hall find mercy : repent this 
hour, andCHRisT will joyfully receive you. 

What fay you i Muft I go to my Maftcr, and tell him you 
will not come unto him, and will have none of his counfels ? ' 
No 5 do not fend me on fo unhappy an errstnd : I cannot, I 
will not tell him any fuch thing. Shall n6t I rather tell himj,^ 
you are writing to repent and to be converted,' to become nev^r 
' men, and take up a new courfe of Irf^ : thrs is the only wife 
refolution you can make. Let me tell my Matter, that you- 
will come unfo, and v^W wait upon him : for if you do not, it 
will be your ruin in time^ and to eternity. 

Yott will at death Wifli you had lived the life of the righte-- 
ous, that you might h^ve died his death. Be advffed then f 
coniider what is before you, Ghrist arid the world, holineft' 
a«id fin, lifi and death : choofii how for yourfelves ; let y(mf 
choice be made immediately, and let th^t choice be yo\rr dying' ' 
choice. 

If you would not chufe to die in yodf fins', to di^ driihkards, 
to die adulterers, to die fwearers and fcofFers, &d. live not' 
out this night in the dreadful condition you afre in. Some of^ 
you, it may be, may fay, You have not power, yoti have ria' 
ftrength : but have not you been wanting to yourfelves in- 
'fuch things that were within your power ? Have you not asf 
much power to go to hear a fermony as to go into a' playhoufe,' 
or to a ball, or mafquerade ? You have ais much' [^w^r to' 
jcead the Bible, as to read plays, n6vels, and romances ; ancf 
you can afibchte as well with the godly, as with the wicked 
and prcphane : this is but an idle exeufe, rifiy brethren',' to go' 
on in your fins: and if you Will * be found in the means of 
grace, Christ hath promifed he will give you ftrength. While 
Petir was preaching, the Holy Ghoft fell on all thatMeaird the 
Word : how then Ihouldyou i>e found in the way Of youx duty ? 
?rf 3 Jesus 
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}t$V9 Christ will then give thee ftfeiigfli ; he ^B put Ws 
Spirit within thee ; thou (halt find he will be thy ^Irifdoiti^ 
ihy righteoufnefs) thy fandification) and thy redemption. D& 
but try what a gracious^ a kind, and loving Mafter he ]d > he 
will be a help to thee in stll thy burdens : and if the burden 
of fin is on thy foul, go to hifti as weary and heavy laden, anil 
Ibou flialt find reft. 

Do not lay, that yoar fins are too many and too great to 
expe£l to find mercy : No 5 be they ever fo mariy, or ever (b 
great, the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ will cleanfe you 
from all fins. GodV g^ace, my brethren, is free, rich, and 
fovereign. Manajfah was a great finner, and yet be w^s par- 
doned ; Zaccbeus was gone far from God, and went out to 
fee Christ, with no other view but to fatisfy his curiofity \ 
and yet Jssus met him, and brought falvatioh to his hou(^ 
•Manajfah was 'an idolater and murderer, yet he rrtreived 
mercy ; the other was an oppreflbr and extortioner, who had 
gotten riches by fraud and deceit, and tby grinSing the facci 
of the poor : fo did Matthew too, and yet they found mercy. * 

Have you been blafphemers and perfecutors of the faints 
and fervants of Goo ? So was St. Paul^ yet he received 
enercy : Have you been common harlots, filthy and unclean 
perfons I ifi was Mary Magdaleru^ and yet (he reeeived mercy ! 
Haft, thou been a thief? the thief upon the crofs found mercy. 
I defpair of none of you, however vile and profligate you bav^ 
been; I fay, I defpair of none of y6u, efpecially when GoD 
has had mercy on fuch a wretch as I am.. 
• Remember the poor Publican, how he found favour With 
God, when the proud, felf-conceited Pharifce, who, puffed op 
with his own righteoufnefs, was rcjcfted. And if you will go 
to Jesus, as the poor Publican did, under a fenfe of yotir 
own unwordiinefs, you (hall find favour as he did : there is 
virtue enough in the blood of J]e«us,jto pardon greater finneri 
than he has yet pardoned. Then be not difcouraged, but 
Gome'unto jEsqs, and you will find him ready to hel^ in all 
thy diftrefies, to lead thee into all truth, to brm'g thee fi^ooi 
darknefs to light,, and from the power of Satan unto God. 

Do not let the devil deceive you, by telling you, that theti 
all your delights and pleafures will be over : No ; this is To far 
from depriving you of all pleafuie, that it is an inlet unto 
^ ■'■'. unfpeakable 
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.Wfifpc^kable delightsr, peculiar to all who arc truly regenerate^. 
The new birth is the very beginning of a life of peace and 
comfort ; .and the greateft pleafantnefs is to be found in the 
ways of hoi inefs, 

SolomoHy who had experience of all other plcafures, yet 
£uth of the ways of godlinefs, ^* That all her ways are wa'yi 
ef pleaffantnefs, and all her paths are paths of peace/' Then 
fure you. will not let the devil deceive you ; it is all he wants^ 
it is that he aiois at, to make religion appear to be melan* 
choly> miferable, and enthufiafiic : but let him fay what he 
will, give not ear to him, regard him not, for he always 
"was and will be a liar. 

What words, what entreaties (hall I ufe, to make you come 
unto the Lord Jesus Christ ? The little love I have ex- 
perienced fmce 1 have been brought from fin to Goo, is fd 
great, that I would not be in a natural ftate for ten thoufanj 
worlds ; .and what I have felt is but little to what I hope td 
feel ; but that little love which I have experiehced, is a fuffi- 
cient buoy againfl: all the ftorms and tempeds of this boifter- 
eus world : and let men and devils do their worft, I rejoice 
in the Lord Jgsus, yea, and I will rejoice. 

And O if you repent and come to Jesus,- I would rejoice 
on your accounts too ; and we ibould rejoice together to all 
eternity, when once paflcd on the other fide of the grave. O 
come to Jesus. The arms of Jesus Christ will embrace 
you ; be will waih away all your fins in his blood, and will 
love you freely. 

Come, I befeech you to come unto Jesus Christ. O 
that my words would pierce to the very foul ! O that Jesus 
Christ was formed in you ! O that you would turn to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that he might have mercy upon you ! 

I would fpeak till midnight, yea, I would fpeak till I could 
fpeak no more, fo it might be a means to bring you to Jesus : 
let the Lord Jesus but enter your fouls, and you (hall find 
peace which the world can neither give nor take away. There 
is mercy for the greateft finner amongft you ; go unto the 
Lord as finners, helpleifs and undone without it, and theri 
you (hail find comfort in your fouls, and be admitted at laft 
amongft thpfe who fing praifes unto the LoRi^ to all eternity* ' 

Now, 
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i^DVi^, my brethren) let me fpeak a word of exhortation to 
tiiofe of you, who are already brought to the Lord Jesus, who- 
are born again, who do belong to God, to whom it has been 
given to repent of your fins, and are cleanfed from their guilt ^ 
aiid that is, be thankful to God for his mercies towards you. 
admire the grace of God, and blefs his name for ever ! Ard 
you made alive in Christ Jesus ? Is the life of God begun 
in your fouls, and have you the evidence thereof? Be thank'* 
ful for this unfpeakable mercy to you : never forget to fpeak 
of his mercy. And as your life was formerly devoted to fin^ 
and to the pleafures of the world, let it now be fpent wholly 
in the ways of God \ and O embrace every opportunity of 
doing and of receiving good, Whatfoever opportunity you 
have, do it vigoroufly^^ do it fpeedily, do not defer it. If thou 
feeft.one hurrying on to deftrudion, ufe the utmoft of thy 
endeavour to ftop him in his courfe ) (hew him the need he 
has of repentance^ and that without it he is loft for ever ; do 
not regard his defpifing of you ; ftill go on to ihew him hia 
danger : and if thy friends mock and defpife, do not let that 
difcourage you ^ hold on^ hold out to the end, fo you (hall 
hkve a crown which is immutable, and that fadeth not away. 

Let the love of Jesus to you, keep you alfo humble; do 
notbe high-mitided, keep clbfe unto the Lord, obferve the 
rules which the Lord Jesus Christ has given in his word^ 
and let not the inftrudlions be loft which you are capable of 
giving. O coafider what reafoa you have to be thankful to the 
Lord Jesus Christ for giving you that repentance you 
yoarfelves had need of : a repentance which worketh by love* 
Now you find more pieafure in walking with God one hour^ 
than in all ypur former carnal delights, and all the pleafures 
of fin. O ! the joy you feel in your own fouls, which all the 
men of this world, and all the devils in hell, though they 
were to combine together^ could not deftroy. Then fear not 
their wrath or malice, for through many tribulations we muft 
enter into glory. 

A few days, or weeks, or years more, and then jo\x will be 
beyond their reach, you will be in the heavenly JerufaUm ; 
there is all harmony and love^ there is all joy and dtlight^ 
there the weary foul is at reft« 
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Kow wc have many enemies, but at death they are all loft j 
they cannot follow us beyond the grave : and this is a great 
encouragement to us not to regard the fcofFs and jeers of the 
men of this world. 

O let the love of Jesus be in your thoughts continually- 
It was his dying that brought you life ; it was his crucifixion 
that paid the fatisfadion for your fins ; his death, burial, and 
rcfurreiSiion that compleated the work j and he is now in hea- 
ven, interceding for you at the right-hand of his Father* 
And can you do too much for the Lord Jesqs Christ, who 
has done fo much for you ? His love to you is unfathomable* 

the height^ the depths the length and breadth of this love, 
that brought the King of glory from his throne, to die for fuch 
rebels as we are, when we had adled fo unkindly again ft him^ 
and deferved nothing but eternal damnation. He came down 
and took our nature upon him i he was made of flefti and 
dwelt among us ; he was put to death on our account ; he 
paid our ranfom : furely this {hould make us love the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; (hould make us rejoice in him, and not do 
as too many do, and as we ouffelve^ have too often, cru* 
cify this Jesus afrefh. Let us do all we can^ my dear bre-* 
thren, to honour hitn* 

.Come^ all of you, come, and behold him ftretched out for 

you I fee his hands and feet nailed to the crofs. O come^ 

. *^* come, my brethren, and nail your fins thereto; come, come 

'^ and fee his fide pierced ; there is a fountain open for fin, and 

for uncleanncfs : O wafh, wafli. and be clean : come and fee 

his head crowned with thorns, and all for you. Can you 

think of a panting, bleedings dying Jesus, and not be filled 

, with pity towards him ? He underwent all this for you. 

Come unto him by faith ; lay hold on him : there is mercy 

for every foul of you that will come unto him. Then do not 

delay; fly unto the arms of this Jesus, and you fliall be 

made cle^irin his blood^^ 

O what inall I fay unto you to make you come to Jesus > 

1 have fhewed you the dreadful confequence of not repenting 
of your fins : and if after all I have faid, you are refolved tc^ 
perfift, your blood will be required at your own heads $ but C 
hope better things of you, and things that accompany falva— 
tion. Let me beg of you to pray in good earneft for ther 

. . gracicr 
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gtace of repefttancc, I may never fee your faces again ; but 
at the day of judgment I will meet you : there you will 
either blcfs God that ever you were moved to repentance; or 
clfe this fermon, though in a field, will be as a fwift witnefs 
againft you. Repent, repent therefore, my dear brethren, 
as John the Baptift^ and as our blcfled Kedeemer hiraifelf 
earneftly exhorted, and turn from your evil ways, and the 
Lord will have mercy on you. 

Shew them, O Father^ wherein they have offended thee ; 
make" them to fee their own vilenefs, and that they are loft 
tnd undone without true repentance ; and O give them that 
repentance, we befeech of thee, that they may turn from 
fin unto thee the living apd true God. Thefe things, and 
whatever elfe thou feeft needful for us, we entreat that thou 
Wouldft beftow upon us, on account of what the dear Jesus 
CHRiaT has done and fuffei'ed ; to whom^ with Thyfelf, and 
holy Spirit, three perfons, and one God, be afcribed, as is 
moft due, all power, glory, might, majefty,, and dominion^ 
fioW) henceforth, and for eyermore. Amn* 
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SERMON XXXIII. 

The Golpel Supper. 



Luke xiv. 22, 23, 24. 

And the fervant faidj Lord^ it is done as thou baft com- 
mandedj and yet there is room. And the lord f aid unt0 
she fervant^ Co out into the high-ways^ and hedges j 
and compel them to come in^ that my houfe may be filled. 
For I fay untoyou^ that none of thofe men which were 
bidden^ fhall tafte of my fupper. 

THOUGH here is a large and folemn affembly, yet I 
fuppofe you are all convinced, that you are not to live 
in this world always. May I not take it for granted, that 
even the moft prophane atnongft you, do in your hearts be- 
lieve, what the facred oracles have moft clearly revealed, 
•* That as it is appointed for all men once to die, fo after 
death comes the judgment ?" Yes, I know you believe, that 
nothing is more certain, than that we are to " appear before 
the judgment-feat of Christ, to be rewarded according to 
the deeds done in the body, whether they have been good, or 
whether they have been evil." And, however hard the fay- 
ing may feem to you at the firft hearing, yet I cannot help 
informing you, that I am thoroughly perfuaded, as many 
will be dri ven f rom that judgment- feat, with a " Depart ye 
curfed into4Bl'lafting fire," for purfuing things in themfelves 
lawful, out of a wrong principle, and in too intenfe a degree ; 
as for drunkennefs, adultery, fornication, or any other grofs 
enormity whatfoever. Bad as the world is, bleiTcd be God, 
there are great numbers yet left amongft us, who either 
through the reftraints ef a religious education, or felf-love» 
^ and 
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and outward reputation, abftain from grofs fin themTelves, 
and look with deteftation and abhorrence upon others, who 
indulge t^emfelves in it. But then, through an over-eager 
purfuit after the things of fenfe and time, their fouls are in- 
fenfibly lulled into a fpiritual fluniber, and by degrees become 
as dead to GoD, and as deaf to all the gracious invitations 
of the gofpel, as the mpft abandoned prodigals. It is remark- 
able, therefore, that our Saviour, knowing how defperately 
wicked and treacherous the heart of man was, in this, as well 
as other refpeds, after he had cautioned his difciples, and us 
in them, to *< take heed that their hearts were not at anyrtime 
overcharged with furfeiting and drunkennefs," immediately 
adds, ^^ and the cares (the immoderate anxious cares) of this 
life.*' For they arc of a diflra£^ing, intoxicating nature, and 
foon overcharge and weigh down the hearts of the children of 
men. To prevent or remedy this evil, our Lord, during the 
time of his tabernacling here below, fpake many parables, but 
not one more pertinent, npt one, in which the freencfs of the 
gofpel-call, and the frivolous pretences men frame to excufe 
themfelves from embracing it, and the dreadful doom they in* 
Cur by fo doing, are more difplayed, or fct off in livelier co- 
lours, than that to which the words of the text refer. " And 
the lord faid unto the fervant. Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my houfe may be 
filled : For I fay unto you, that none of thofc that were bid- 
den fhall tafte'of my fupper.'* 

In order to have a clear view of the occafion, fcope, and 
contents of the parable, to which thefe words belong, it is 
neceflary for us to look back to the very beginning of thrs 
chapter. *' And it came to pafs, as he went into the houfe 
of one of the chief pharifees to eat bread, on the fabbatb day, 
Aat they watched him.'* The perfon here fpoken of, as go- 
ing into this Pharifee's houfe, is our bleflcd Saviour. For as 
he came eating and drinking, agreeable to hi^pl^aradler, he 
was free, courteous and affable to all ; and therefore though 
it was on the fabbath-day, he accepted an invitation, and went 
into the houfe of one of the chief Pharifees to eat bread, not- 
withftanding he knew the Pharifees were his profcffed enemies, 
and that they watched hini, hoping to find fome occafion to 
vpbraid him, cither for his difcourfc or behaviour. If the 

B 3 Pharifcc 
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Pharifee into whofe houTe our Lord went, was one of this 
ftamp, his invitation befpeaks him to be a very ill man, and 
may ferve to teach us, that much rancour and heart-enmity 
againft Jesus Christ^ may be concealed and cloaked under 
a great and blazing profelTion of religion. However, our Sa- 
viour was more than a match for all his enemies, and by ac- 
cepting this invitation, hath warranted his minifters and dif- 
ciples, to comply with the like invitations, and converfe 
freely about the things of God, though thofe who invite 
them, may not have real religion at heart. For how knoweft 
thou, O man, but thou mayeft drop fomething, that may 
benefit their fouls, and make them religious indeed ? And 
fuppofing they ftiould watch thee, watch thou unto prayer, 
whilft thou art in their company, and that fame Jesus, who 
went into this Pharifee*s houfe, and was fo faithful and edify- 
ing in hjs converfation when there, will enable thee to go and 
do like wife. 

That our Lord's converfation was not trifling, but fuch 
^s tended to the ufe of edifying, and that he behaved among 
the guefts as a faithful phyfician, rather than as a carelefs, in- 
different pompanion, is evident from the 7th verfc of this 
chapter, where we are told, that ^' he marked how they chofe 
thechief rooms j" or, to fpeak in our common way, were 
defirous of fitting at the upper end of the table. And whether 
wc think of it or not, the Lord Jesus takes notice of our 
behaviour, even when we are going to fit down only at our 
pomnion meals. Would tp Gop, all that make a profeffioa 
pf real chriftianity, confidered this well ! Religion then would 
|iot be fo much confined to church, or meeting, but be 
brought home to our private houfes, and many needlefs un- 
phriftian compliments be prevented. For (with grief I fpeak 
it) is it not too true, that abundance of profeflbrs love, and 
are ^po fon(|i|^the uppermoft places in hoi|fes, as well as fy- 
pagogues ? This was what our Lord blamed in the guefts 
^here he now w^s. He marked, he took notice, he looked 
^efore he fpake (as we (hould always do, if we would fpeak 
\0 thjs purpofe) how they chofe out the chief rooms. There- . 
fore, though they were rich in this world's goods, and were 
none of his guefts, yet unwilling to fuffer the leaft fin upon 
tbeqi^ 9r Ipfs any opportunity pf giving inftrudtion, he gave 

them 
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tbcm a IciEture upon humility, faying unto them, or direQIng* 
his difcourfe to all in general, though* probably he fpake to> 
one in particular, who fat near him, and whom, it may be, he 
took notice of, as more than ordinarily folicitous in choofing 
a chief room, or couch, on which they lay at meals, after the 
cuftom of the Romans \ ^^ When thou art bidden of any man 
to a wedding (which feems to intimate that this was a wed 
ding-feaft) fit not down in the higheft room, left a more ho 
nburable man than thou be bidden of him ; and he that bade 
thee and him come and fay to thee. Give this man place ; and 
thou begin with ihame to take the loweft room. But whea 
thou art bidden, go and fit down in the loweft room ; that- 
when he. that bade thee cometh, he may fay^ unto thee,* 
Friend, go up higher: then (halt thou have worftiip (or refpeA)* 
in the prefence of them who fit at meat with thee." O glo- 
rious example of faithfulnefs and love to fouls ! How ought 
minifters efpcially, to copy after their blefTed Mafler, and, 
with fimplicity and godly fincerity, mildly and opportunely 
rebuke the faults of the company they are in, though fuperior 
to them in outward circumftances ? What rightly informed 
perfon, after reading this paffage, can think they teach right 
and agreeable to the word of God in this refpeS, who fay^ 
wemuftnot, atleaftneed not, reprove natural men? Surely 
fuch doftrine cometh not from above ! For are we not com-* 
manded, in any wife, to reprove our neighbour (whether he 
be a child of God or no) and not to fuSer fin upon him I 
Is it not more than probable, that all thefe guefts were na« 
tuTal men? And yet our Lord reproved them. Help u9 
then, O Saviour, in this and every other inftance of thy pio-^ 
ral conduct, to walk as thou haft fet us an example ! 

Neither did our Lord ftop here ; but obferviiig that none 
but the rich, the mighty, and the noble, were (:alled to the 
feaft, he took occafion alfo from thence, to give even hi^ 
hoft (for the beft return we make our friends (j^j. their kind* 
ncfs, is to be faithful to their fouls) one of the chief Phari-? 
fees, a wholefome piece of adviqe, *' Then faid he alfo to 
him that bade him, when thou makeft a dinner or a fupper^ 
call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinfmen 
per thy rich neighbours, left they alfo bid thee again, and a 
IK90ipence b^ qi^de thee. But when thou makeft a feaft^, 
5 4 ' ^aU 
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cull the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and thott 
(halt be blcfled ; for they cannot recompcnce thee : For thou 
ftalt be recompcnccd at the refurrcftion of the juft !" Thiis 
did our Lord entertain the company. Words fpoken in fuch 
due feafon, how good are they ! Would Christ'9 followers 
thus exert themfelves, and, when in company, begin fome 
ufcful difcourfe for their great mafter, they know not what 
good they might do, and how many might be influenced, by 
I'heir good example, to fecond them in it. 

An Kiftance of this we have in the 14th verfe : ** And when 
one of them that fat at meat with him heard thefe things, he 
ikid unto him, BtefTed is he that (hall eat bread in the king- 
dom of God." Happy they who fhall be recompenced at that 
refurreSion of the juft, which thou haft been fpeaking of. 
A very pertinent faying this ! every way fuitable to perfoni 
fitting down to eat bread on earth, which we (hould never do, 
without talking of, and longing for that time, when we (hall 
fit down and eat bread in the kingdom of heaven. This 
opened to our Lord a fre(h topic of converfation, and occa- 
fioned the parable, which is to be the more immediate fub* 
je£l of your prefent meditation. As though he had faid to 
the perfon that fpoke laft. Thou fayeft right : blefTed are they 
indeed, who (hall fit down to eat bread in the kingdom of 
God : But alas ! moft men, cfpccially you Pharifees, ad as 
if you did not believe this ; and therefore he faid unto hiin,^ 
^* A certain man made a great fupper, and bade many ;'* by 
the certain man making a great fupper, we are to uhder(hmd 
God the Father, who has made provifion for peri(hing fouls, 
by the obedience and death of his beloved Son Christ Jesus. 
This provifion is here reprefented under the charadler of a 
fupper, becaufe the Cana or fupper, among the ancients, was 
their grand meal : Men could never have made fuch provifion 
for themfelvts, or angels for them. No, our falvation is all 
from God, from the beginning to the end. He made it, and 
not we ourfelves ; and it is wholly owing to the divine wif- 
dom, and not our own, that we are become God's people, 
and the (heep of his pafture. This provifion for perifhing 
fouls, maybejuftly called great^ becaufe there is rich and 
ample provifion made in the gofpel for a great many fouls. 
For however Christ's fioek may be but a Ijtile flock, wheii 
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aftinder, yet when they come all together, they will be a mul- 
titude which no man can number. And it is efpecially called 
greaiy becaufe Jt was purchafed at fo great a price, the price 
of Christ's moft precious blood. And therefore, when the 
apoftle would exhort the chriftians ^o glorify God in their fouls 
and bodies, he makes ufe of this glorious motive, f' That 
tj^ey were bought with a price." He docs not fay what price, 
bjut barely a price^ emphatically fo called ; as though all the 
prices in the world were nothing (as indeed they are not) when 
cpmpared to this price of Christ's moft precious bloo4. 

For thefe rcafons, Jesus faid in the parable, " A certain 
man made a great fupper, and bade many, and fent his fervant 
at fupper-time,^o fay to them that were bidden, Come, for all 
things are now ready." He bade many ; the eternal Geo 
took the Jews for his peculiar people, under the Mofaic dif* 
penfation ; and by types, (hadows, and prophefles of the Old 
Teftament, invited them to partake of the glorious privileges 
of the gofpeL " But at fupper-time," . in the fulnefs of time, 
which God the Father had decreed from eternity, in the 
evening bf the world (for which reafon the gofpel times are 
called the laft times) *^* he fent his fervant," Christ his Son, 
here called his fervant, becaufe ading as Mediator he was 
inferior to the Father ; therefore fays the prophet Ifaial?^ 
"Behold my fervant whom I havechofen :" "to fay to them 
that were bidden," to the profeiBng Jews^ called by St. John^ 
"his own," that is, his peculiar profeffing people — with 
this meffage, *^ Come ;" ' repertt and believe the gofpel. 
Nothing is required on man's part, but to come, or accppt 

* of the gofpel ofFer. It is not according to the old covenant, 
" Do and live ;" but only " come, believe, and thou Ihalt 
be faved." All things are ready. Nothing is wanting on 
God's part. *' All things are now ready." There feems to 
be a particular emphafis to be put upon now, implying, this 
was an efpecial feafon of grace, and God was now exerting 
bis laft efforts, to fave loft man. Well then, if the great 
God be at fo great an expence, to make fo great a fupper, 
for perilhrng creatures, and fends fo great a perfon as his own 
Son, in the form of a fervant, to invite them to come to it j 
one would imagine, that all who heard thefe glad tidings 

[i)iould readily (ay. Lord, lo we come. But inftead of this, 
t . ' we 
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wc arc told, ** They all, (the greateft part of the Jrws) with 
one conftnt began to make excufe/' Confcience told them 
they ought to come, and in all probability they had Tome 
faint defire to come ; and they had nothing, as we bear of, 
to oh^cSt either againft the perfon who prepared the fuppcr, 
or the perfon that invited them, or the entertainment itfelf ; 
neither do we hear that they treated either with contempt, 
at it the cuftom of too many in the days wherein we Hve. In 
all probability, they acknowledged all was very good, and 
that it was kind in that certain man, to fend them fuch an 
invitation. But being very bufy, and as they thought very 
lawfully engaged, they begun to make excufe. 

But the excufes they made, rendered their pefufal incxcu- 
fable. ^' The firft faid unto him, I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I mud needs go and fee it :" Thou fool, buy a 
piece of ground, and then go fee it 1 A prudent man would 
have gone and feen the ground firft, and bought it afterwards. 
Why*muft he needs go ? At leaft, why muft he needs go now ? 
The land was his own, could he not therefore have accepted the 
invitation to-day, and gone and feen his eftale, or plantation, 
on the morrow ? As he had bought it, he need not fear lof^ng 
his bargain, by anothers buying it from him« But notwith-^ 
ftanding all this, there is a needs muft for his going, and 
therefore fays he, *' I pray thee, have me excufed," and im- 
prove thy intereft with thy matter in my behalf. This was 
a bad excufe. 

The fecond was rather worfe. For what fays the evange- 
lift, verfe 19 ? ** And another faid, I have bought five yoke 
of oxen, and I go to prove them :" One, it feems, had been 
buying an eftate ; another, cattle, to ftock an eftate already 
bought ; and both equally foolifh in making their bargains. 
For this fecond had bought five yoke of oxen, which muft 
ficeds coft them a confiderable fum, perhaps all he had in 
the world, and noiv he muft go and prove them. A wif© 
dealer would have proved the oxen firft, and bought then^ 
afterwards : But our Saviour fpeaks this, to (hew us, that we 
will truft one another, nay I may add, the devil himfclf, 
more than we will truft God. 

The excufe which the third makesj is worft of all. *^ I 
have married a wife^ and therpfpre 1 cannot cooi^." Had he 
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ftiJ, i will not come, he had fpoken the real fentiments e( 

his heart : for it is not fo much mrens impotency, as their 

want of a will, and inclination, that keeps them from the 

gofpel-feaft. But why cannot he come ? He has " married 

a wife." Has he fo ? Why then, by all means he fhould 

. come. For the flipper to which he was invited, as it fliould 

feem, was a wedding- fupper, and would have faved him the 

trouble of a nuptial entertainment. It was a great fupper, anci 

confequently there was provifion enough for him, and his 

bride too. And Jt was made by a great man, who fent out 

his fervant to bid many, fo that he need not have doubted 

of meeting with a hearty welcome, though he Ihould bring 

his wife with him. Or fuppofing his wife was unwilling 

to come, yet as the hufband is the head of the wife, he ought 

to have laid his commands on her, to accompany him. For 

we cannot do better for our yoke-fellows, than to bring them 

to the gofpel-feaft. Or, fuppofing after all, (he would not 

be 'prevailed upon, he ought to have gone without her : for 

^* thofe that have wives, muft be as though they had none ;'* 

♦ind we muft not let carnal afFeftion get fuch an afcendancy 

f)ver us, as to be kept thereby from fpiritual entertainments, 

jfJam paid dear for hearkening to the^voice of his wife : and 

fometimes, unlefs we forfake wives, as well as houfes and 

lands, we cannot be the Lord's difciples. 

This then was the reception the fervant met with, and 
fuch were the excufes, and anfwers, that were fent back. 
And wh^t was the confequence ? " So that fervant came (no 
doubt with a forrowful heart) and fhewed his Lord thefe 
things." However little it be thought of, yet miriifters muft 
fhew the Lord, what fuccefs their miniftry meets with. We 
muft fhew it to our Lord here. We muft fpread the cafe 
before him in prayer. We muft fliew it to our Lord here- 
after, before the general aflembly of the whole world. But 
how dreadful is it, when minifters are obliged to go upon 
their knees, crying, " O ! my leannefs, my leannefs !" and 
EllaS'Ukc, to intercede as it were againft thofe, to whom 
they would not only have imparted the gofpel, but even their 
own lives. It is a heart-breaking confideration. But thus 
it muft be ; ** The fervant came and fhewed the LoiiD thefe 
things i" fq muft W9. WelT, and vyhat fays the Lord ? 

We 
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We are told, vetfe 21ft, that *< the mafter of the houfe was an- 
gry ?*' Not with the fervant : for though Ifrael be not gather* 
ed, yet (ball Christ be glorious ; and faithful minifters fhalf 
be rewarded, whether people obey the gofpel or not. ** We 
are a fweet favour unto God, whether the word be a favour of 
life unto life, or a favour of death unto death." The mafter 
of the houfe therefore was angry, not with th^ fervant, but 
with thefe-worldly-minded, pleafure-taking refufers of his 
gracious invitation \ who, in all probability, went to fee and 
ftock their eftates, and attend upon their brides, not doubt- ' 
ing, but their excufes would be taken, becajuie they were law* 
fully employed. And, indeed, in one fenfe, their excufes 
were accepted. For I do not hear that they were ever invited 
.any mone. God took them at their word, though they would 
mot take him at his. They begged to be excufed, and they 
were excufed, as we fhall fee in the fequel of this parable. 
I>et us not therefore harden our hearts, as in the day of pro- 
vocation ; ** Now is the accepted time, now is the day of fal- 
vation." But muft the feaft want guefts ? No, if they cannot, 
or will not come, others (hall, and will. The mafter of the 
houfe therefore being angry, fent the fervant upon a fecond 
errand. ^^ Go out quickly into the ftreets, and lanes of the 
city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the 
halt, and the blind." Every word befpeaks a fpirit of refent- 
ment and importunity. Qo out quickly, make no delay, 
dread no attempt or danger, into the ftreets and lanes of the 
city, and bring in hither, not only call them, but bring them 
in (for the mafter here, to encourage the fervant, affures hirfi 
of fuccefs) the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the 
blipd. This was fulfilled, when Jesus Christ, after the 
gofpel was rejefled by the yevOs^ went and invited the Gentiles^ 
and when the publicans and harlots took the kingdom of 
God by a holy violence, whilft the felf- righteous fcribes 
and Pharifees rejefted the kingdom of God againft them- 
fclves. This was alfo a home reproof to the rich Pharifee, 
at whofe houfe the Lord Jesus was, as well as a cutting 
leflbn to the other guefts. For our Saviour would hereby (hew 
them, that God took a quite different method from his hoft, 
and was not above receiving the poor, and halt, and blind, 
and maimed} to the gofpel fupper, though he had called none 

fuch 
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JTach to fit down at bis table. Whether the gucfts refcntcd 
Jc or not, we are not told. But if they were not quite blind*^ 
loth hoft atld guefts might eafily fee that the parable was 
ipoken againfl them. But to proceed. 

The fervant again returns, but with a more pleafing an- 
fwer than before, ^^ Lord, it is done as thou haft commanded^ 
and yet there is room." The words befpeak the fervant to be 
full of joy at the thoughts of the fuccefs he had met with. 
None can tell, but thofe who experience it, what comfort 
minifters have in feeing their labours bleft. *' Now I live, 
(fays the apoftlc) if you ftand faft in the Lord. Ye are our 
joy and crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus." 
*^ Lord, it is done as thou haft commanded. The poor, 
and maimed, and halt, and blind, have been called, and 
have obeyed th^ fummons, and I have brought them with me ; 
yet. Lord, thy houfe, and thy fupper is fo p:reat, there ii 
room for more. Bereby he infmuated that he wanted to be 
employed again, in calling more fouls ; and the more we do, 
the more may we do for God : " To him that hath, (hall be 
given j" and prefent fuccefs is a great encouragement to fu- 
ture diligence. Such hints are pleafmg to our Saviour. He 
delights to fee his minifters ready for new work, and wai.ting 
for frefli orders. " The Lord, therefore, we are told, yer. 23, 
faid unto his fervant, (the fame fervant,) Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my 
houfe may be filled ; 24. For I fay unto you, that none of 
thofe who are bidden, (hall tafte of my fupper." O cutting 
words to thofe that fat at n^eat, if they had hearts to make the 
application ! But glad tidings of great joy to the publicans, 
harlots, and Gentiles, who were rejefted by the proud Pharl- 
fees, as aliens to the commonwealth of Ifrael^ and ftrangers 
to the covenant of promife ! This was fulfilled, when our 
Lord fent the apoftles, not only into the ftreets and lanes of 
the city, and places bordering upon JeriifaUm and Judea ; 
but when he gave them a commiflion to go out into all the 
world, and preach the gofpel to every creature. Gentile as 
well as Jew ; and not only gave them a command, but 
blefTed their labours with fuch fuccefs, that three thoufand 
were converted in one day. And I am not without hopes 
that it will be ftill further fulfilled, by the calling of feme of 

you 
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yoii home this day : For however this parable Was fpoken orU 
ginaHy to the fews^ and upon a particular occafion, as iai a 
feaft, yet it is applicable to uSj and to our children, and to as 
many as are afar ofF; yea^ to as many as the Lord our God? 
Ihallcalf. It gives a fanflioni methinks, to prcachino; in the 
fields, and other places befides the fynagogues ; and points out 
the reception the gofpeJ meets with in thefe days^ in fuch a. 
lively manner, that one would think it had a particular refe- 
rence to theprefent age. For is it not too, too plain, thatt the 
gofpel-offers, and gofpel-grace, have been flighted, and made= 
light of, by many profeflbrs of this generation ? We have been 
in the churches^ telling them, again and again, that God has 
made a great fupper (and has invited many, even them) and 
fent us by his providence and his fpirit, ** to fay unto them that 
were bidden, Come, for all things are now ready. Believe 
on the Lord Jesus, artd you fhail be faved." But the gene- 
rality of the laity have made light of it, they have given us 
the hearing, but are too bufy in their farrhs ahd their mer- 
chandizes; their marrying and giving in marriage^ to come 
and be blefled in the LoUd of life. We have told them^ 
again and again, that we do not want them to hide themfclves 
from the world, but to teach them how they may live in, and 
yet not be of it. But all will not do. Many of the clergy 
-alfo (like the letter-learned Scribes and Pharifees in our Savi- 
our's time) rejeft the kingdom of God againft themfelves^ 
and deny us the ufe of the pulpits j for no other reafon but 
becaufe we preach the doftrine of juftiflcation in the fighfc of 
God by faith alone, and invite finners to come and tafte of 
the gofpel feaft freely, without money and without price. 

Whatevef they may think, we are perfuaded, the great 
mafter of the houfe is angry with them$ for being angry with 
us without a caufe. He therefore now, h^^ his providence, 
bids us " Go out quickly into the ftreets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in the poor^ and the maimed, and the halt, and 
the blind," or call in the publicans and harlots, the common 
curfers and fwearcrs, and fabbath-breakers, and adulterers, 
who, perhaps, never entered a church door, or heard tfiat 
Jesus Christ died for fuch finners as they are. We, through 
grace, have obeyed the command, we have gone out, though 

expofed 
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Wtpofcd to much contempt for fo doing, and, blefled be GoDf 
our labour has not been in vain in the Lord. ^For many 
fcave been made willing in the day of God's power; and^ 
we would fpeak it with* humility, we can go chearfully to 
our Saviour, and fay, '* It is done, Lord, as thou haft' com- 
manded, and yet there is room." He is* therefore pleafed^ 
in fpite of all oppofition from men or devils, to continue^ 
and renew, and enlarge our commiffion j he hath fent us 
literally into the highways and hedges ; and, I truft^ has 
given us a commifSon to compel finners to come : For, could 
we fpeak with the tongues of men and angels, yet if the 
Lord did not attend the word with his power, and fweetly 
inclined men's wi-Hs to comply with the gofpel-call, we (hould 
be as a founding brafs, or a tinkling cymbal. But this we 
believe our Saviour will do, for his houfe muft be filled : every 
foul for whom he has (bed his bloody (hail filially be faved^ 
" and all that the Father hath given him, (hall come unto 
him, and whofoever cometh unto him he will in no wife caft 
©ut." Thiar comfbrted our Lord, when his gofpel was re- 
jefted by the Jews. As though he had faid, Well^ tho* you 
defpife the offers of my grace, yet 1 (hall not (bed my blood in 
vain ; for all that the Father hath given me (hall come unto 
me. 

Supported by this confideration, I am not afbamed to come 
out thi« day into the highways and hedges, and to confefs 
that my bufinefs is to call the poor, and the maimed, artd 
the halt, and the blind, felf-condemned, helplefs finners, to 
the marriage-feaft of the fupper of the Lamb. My cry is, 
ComCj believe on the Lord Jesus 5 throw yourfelves at the 
footftool of his mercy, and you (hall be faved ; fojj^ll things 
are now teady. God the Father is ready, God the Son is 
teady^ GoD the Holy Ghoft is ready ; the bleffed angels 
above are ready, and the . bleffed faints below are ready, to 
•welcome' you to the gofpel-feaft. A perfeft and everlafling 
•righteoufnefs is now Wrought out by Jjfesirs Christ. God, 
now, upon honourable terms, can acquit the guilty* GoD 
cin now be juft, and yet juftify the ungodly. •' For he hath 
made Christ to be (in for us, who knew no fin, that we 
might be made the righteoufnefs of God in him." The 
fatted calf is now killed, and " Christ, our pafFover, is 
1 facrificcd 
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(acrificed for us.** Come, finners, and feed upon him m 
your hearts by faith, with thankfgiinng. For Jasus Christ's. 
fake, do not with one confent begin to make ezcufe. Do 
not let a piece of ground, five yoke of oxen, or even a wife^ 
keep you from this great fupper. Tbefe you may enjoy, as^ 
the gifts of GoD| and make ufe of them for the Mediator's 
glory, and yet be prefent at the gofpel-feaft. True and un-. 
defiled religion does not take away, but rather greatly en- 
hances the comforts of life } and our Lord did not pray that 
we (bould be taken out of the world, but ^* that we (hould 
be delivered from the evil of it." O then that you would all^ 
with one confent, fay, Lo ! we come. Aflure yourfelyes ther« 
is provifion enough. For it is a great fupper. In our Father's 
houte there is bread enough and to fpare. And though a 
great God makes the fupper, yet he is as good and conde^ 
fcending as he is great. Though he be the high and lofty one 
that inhabiteth eternity, yet he will dwell with the humble 
and contrite heart, even with the man that trembleth at his 
word. Neither can you complain for want of room ; << for 
yet there is room. In our Father's houfe are many man- 
fions." If it was not fo, our Saviour would have told us. . 
The grace of Christ is as rich, as free, and as powerful as 
ever. He is " the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever :'* 
He is full of grace and truth, and out of his fulnefs, all that 
dome to him may receive grace for grace. He giyeth liberally^ 
and upbraideth not. He willeth not the death of a finner^ 
but rather that he (hould believe and live. Come then, all 
ye hajt, poor, maimed, and blind fmners ; take comfort, the 
Lord Jesus has fent his fervant to call you. It is now fup^ 
per-time, and a day of uncommon grace. The day may be 
far fpent. Hafte, therefore, and away to the fupper of the* 
Lamb. If you do not come, I know the matter will be angry. 
And who can ftand before him when he is angry ? *' Hardefi 
not therefore your hearts, as in the day of provocation^ 
as in the day of temptation in the wildernefs." Do not 
provoke the Lord to fay, " None of thofe that were bid- 
den fhall tafte of my fupper." O dreadful words ! Much 
more is implied in them than is exprefled^ It is the fame 
with that in the pfalms, " I fware in my wrath, that thejy 
(hould not enter into my reft." And if you do not enter into 
God's reft, .nor tafte of Christ*s fupper, you muft lift up 
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>ofir eyes lit tormfcttts, where you \Vill have no rcft^ and'^rhuft 
/lip with the damned devils for ever more. 
. Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lord, We perfuade 
you to hafte away; and make ho niore frivolous excufes. For 
m;liere U no ejtcufe againft believing. Perhaps you fay. You 
crair to the halt; and maimed, and blind, and poor. But if 
*v^e are haltf and maimed, bow can we come ? If we are blind; 
Jiow can. we fee bur way ? If we arfe poor, how can we ex* 
X)e<3( admif&dn td fo great a table t Ah ! Happy are ye, if 
you are fenfible; that you are halt and maimed. For if you 
leel yourfelves fo; and are lamenting it, whoknowa but whi}ft 
I am'fpeaking, Gol> may fend his Spirit with the word, and 
fetch you home ? Though you are blind, Jesus has eySfalve 
to arioiiit you. Though ybu are poor, yet you are welcome 
iothis rich feaft. It coft Jesus Christ a great pricey but 
you (hall have it gratis. For fuch as you was it defigned; 
" Blefled are the poor iri fpirit, fbr theirs is the kihgdom of 
heaven;" Rich^ felf-righteou^^ felf-fufficient finfitrsj I know^ 
will fcorn both the feaft and its great provider. They have 
^one fo already, therefore the LojiD has fent os into the high- 
ways and hedges, to bring fuch poor fouls as you are in. Ven-^ 
i ture then, my dear friends, and honour QoD, by taking him 
at his word. Come to the rtiarriage- feaft. Believe me^ 
you will there partake of moft delicious fare. 

Tell me, ye that have been made to tafte that the 
Lord is gracious, will you not recommend this feaft to all ? 
Are you noti whilft I am fpeaking, ready to cry out. Come 
all ye that are Without, come ye, obey the call, for we 
have fat under the Redeemer's (hadow with great delight, 
and his fruit has been pleafant to our tafte. Whilft I am 
Speaking, doei not the fire kindle^ do not your hearts 
hum yklth a defire thait others may come and be blcfted too ? 
If yoii are chrifiians indi^d, I know you will be thus minded, 
and the language of your hearts will be, LoRl), whilft he 
^ calling, let thy Spirit [compel them to come in. O that 
^hcLoRD may fay. Amen! And why fliould we doubt? 
Surely our Saviour will not let me comiplain this day 
Aat I have laboured in vain, and fpent my ftrength for noughts 
Mcthinks I fee many defirlng to come. O how iball I com-; 
Pd you to come forwards. I will not ufe fire or fword, aa 
Vol. VI. C the 
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ihe Paptfls flo, by terribly pervert'iDg this text ef fcripture. But 
I will tell you of the love of God, the love of God in Christi 
and furely that muft compel you, that muft conftrain jo^^ 
whether you will or not. Sinners, my heart is enlarged .to* 
wards you. I could fill my mouth with arguosents. CoO'^* 
fider the greatnefs of the God who makes the fuppen Con« 
iider the greatnefs of the price, wherewith it was purchafeds^ 
Confider the greatnefs of the provifion made for you. What: 
would you have more ?. Confider God^s infinite condefceiiT- 
fion, in calling you now, when you might have been in helln 
«* where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.^ 
And that you might be without excufe, he has fent his fer* 
vant into the highways and hedges to invite you ithere. Qi 
that you tafted what I do now ! I am fure you would nol 
want arguments to induce you to come in : No, you would 
fly to the gofpel-feafl-, as doves to the windows. 

But, poor fouls! .many of you, perhaps, are not hungry* 
You do not feel yourfelves halt, or maimed, or blind, and 
therefore you have no relifh for this fpiritual entertainment. 
Well, be not angry with me for calling you ; be not offended 
if r weep over you, becaufe you know not the day of your 
vifitation : If I muft appear in judgment as a fwift witnefs 
againb you, I muft. But that thought chills my blood ! I 
cannot bear it ; I feel that I could lay down my life for you. 
But Lam not willing to go without you. What fay you, my 
dear friends ? I would put the queftion to you once more. 
Will you tafte of Christ's fupper, or will you not? Yovp 
ihall all be welcome. There is milk at this feaft for babes, 
as well as meat for ftrong men, and for perfons of riper years* 
There is room and provifion for high and low, rich and poori 
one with another^ and our Saviour will thank yoii for 
coming. Amazing condefcenfion ! Aftoni(h!ng love ! The. 
thouglit of it quite overcomes me* Help me, help me, O be^ 
lievers, to blefs and praife him. 

And O ! that his love may excite us to come afrefh to 
him, as though we had never come before I For, though wf 
have been often feafted, yet our fouls will ftarve, unlefs wdi 
lenew our a£is of faith, and throw ourfelves, as loft, undono- 
finners, continually at the ftet of Christ. Feeding upon. 
]^aft experieiicet will not fatisfy our fouls, any more than what 
• •' 5 wc 
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ire did eat yefl^rJay will fuftain cur bodies today. 1 
LWen nmft look for frefli influences of divine grace, 
of the Lord to water them every moment. The parao^ 
therefore fpeaks to faints aa well as linners. Come yc to tb 
marriage-feaft ; yoti arc as welcome now as ever. And rnkv 
Cqb fee your fouls a longing for that time when we fhall fif 
down and eat bread in tde kingdom of heaven ! There we 
fiiall have full draughts of divine love, and enjoy the glorioui 
Emmanuel for ever more. Even fo. Lord Jesus^ Jmen» 
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S E R M O N, XXXIV. 

The Pharifcc and Publican. 



Luke xviii. 14;. 

Itellyou^ this man went do^vn to bis boufe jufiified rather 
than the other: For every one that exalteth himfe^. 
Jhall be abafed-, and he that humble tb himfelf^ Jball ^ 
exalted. 

THOUGH there be fome who dare to deny the LOR0 
Jesus, and dilbelieve the revelation he has been pleafed 
to give us, and thereby bring upon themfelves fwift defiruc« 
tion ; yet I would charitably hope there are but few if any 
fach among you, to whom I am now to preach the kingdom 
of God. Was I to a(k you, how you exped to be jufiified 
in the fight of an offended God? I fuppofe you would anfweri 
only for the fake of our Lord Jesus Christ. But, was I 
to come more home to your confciences, I fear that mofl 
would make the Lord Jesus but in part their Saviour, apd go 
about, as it were, to eftablifb a righteoufnefs of their own. 
And this is not thinking contrary to the rules of chriftian cha- 
xity : for we are all felf-righteous by nature ; it is as natural 
for us to turn to a covenant of works, as for the fparks to Bij 
upwards. We have had fo many legal and fo few free-grace 
preachers, for thefe many years, that moft profefibrs now feeoa 
to be fettled upon their lees, and rather deferve the title. d 
Pharifees than chriftians. 

Thus it was with the generality of the people during thi 
time of our Lord's public miniftration : and therefore, in al- 
moft all his difcourfes, he preached the gofpel to poor finners, 
and denounced terrible woes agalnft proud felf-jufticiaries. 
The parable* to which the words of the text belong, looki 
.- 3- - : . both 
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&oth thefe ways : For the cvangelift informs w (vcr. 9.) that 
c^urLoRD ** fpake it unto certain who truftcd in themfelveg 
that they were righteous, and defpifed others." And a notable 
l^arablc it is ; a parable worthy of your moft ferious attention. 
^^ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear,'* what Jesus 
C^HRisT fpeaks to all vifible profeilbrs in it. 

Ver. 10. *' Two men went up to the temple to pray (an4 
never two men of more oppofite charafters) the one a Pl^a- 
rlfcc and the other a Publican." The Pharifees were the 
flriaeft feft among the Jews. ** I was of the ftriaeft feft, of 
^hc Pharifees," fays Paul. They prayed often; not only fo, 
but they made long prayers ; and, that they might appear ex- 
traordinary devout, they would pray at the corners of the 
ftrect, where two ways met, that people going or coming, 
Twth ways, might fee them. ** They made broad (as bur 
Lord informs us) the borders of their phyla£lerics," they had 
pieces of parchment fown to their long robcs^ on which feme 
parts of the Scripture were written, that people might from 
tijcncc infer, that they were lovers "of the law of God. They 
vrere (b very pundual and exa£k in outward purifications, that 
diey wafhed at their going out and coming in. They held 
the wafhing of pots, brazen vefiels and tables, and many other 
fuch-like things they did. They were very zealous for the 
traditions of the fathers, and for the obfervation of the rites 
and ceremonies of the church, notwithftanding they frequently 
made void the law of God by their traditions. And they were 
fs cxccedingiy exa<ft in the outward obfervation of the fabbath, 
that they condemned our Lord for making a little clay with 
i^bis fpittle ; and called him a (inner, and faid, he was not of 
BOD, becaufe be had given fight to a man born blind, on the 
M^th-day. For thefe reafcms they were had in high vene- 
toon among the people, who were fadly milled by thefe blind 
taides: they had the uppermofl places in the fynagogues, and' 
teetings in the market-places (which they loved dearly) and 
.*ere called of men. Rabbi ; in (hort, they had fuch a repu- 
Won for piety, that it became a proverb among the Jeivs^ 
j'^at, if there were but two men faved, the one of them muft 
'bcaPharifee. 

j Asfv the Publicans, it was not fo with them. It feems 
/ Acy were fometimcs J/wsy or at Icaft profclyles of the gate; 
' C 3 for 
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for we find one here coming up to the temple ; but ibr the 
generality, I am apt to think they were GfnuUs ; for they were 
gatherers of the Ronum taxes, and ufed to amafs much wealth 
fas appears by the confeffion of Zacch^usj one of the chief of 
them) by wronging men with falfe accufations. They were 
fo univerfally infamous, that our Lord himfelf tells bis difci* 
ples^ ^^ the excommunicated man ibould be to them as a hea- 
then man, or a Publican/* And the J^harifees thought it a 
i\ifficient impeachment of our Lord's charader, that be wis 
a friend to Publicans and finners, and went to fit down with 
them at meat. 

But, however they dilagreed in other things, they agreed in 
this, that public woribip is a duty incumbent upon all : for 
they both came up to the temple. The very heathens were 
cibfervers of temple-woribip. We have very eaxly notice of 
mens facrificing to, and calling upon the name of the Lord, 
in the Old Teftament ; and I find it no where contradi&ed in 
the New. Qur Lord, and his apoftles, went up to. the tem- 
ple ; and we are commanded by the apoftle, ^^ not to forfake 
the aflembling ourfelves together," as the manner of too many 
is in our days i and fuch Ux>, as would have us think well ci 
them, though they feldom or never tread the courts of the 
Lord's houfe. But, though our devo^ons begin in our doieta* 
they muft not end there. And, if people never (hew their de« 
vptions abroad, I muft fufped they have little or none at home. 
♦* Two men went up to the temple." And what went they 
thither for? Not (as multitudes amongft us do) to make the 
houfe of God a houfe of merchandize, or turn it into a den of 
thieves) much lefs to ridicule the preacher, or difturb the con^ 
gregation i no, they came to the temple, fays our Lqrd, ^' to 
pray." Thither (hould the tribes of God's fpiritual JJratl^. 
i>p, to talk witb| and pour out their hearts before the mighty 
Cod of Jacob* 

^^ Two men went up to the temple to pray." I fear one of 
them forgot bis errand. I have often been at a lofs what to 
call the Pbarifii\ adilrcfs \ it certainly does not deferve the 
name of a prayer : he may rather be faid to come to the temple 
to booji^ than to pruy ) fur I du not find one word of conf^- 
on of his original guilt i not one fingle petition for pardon of 
his gaft i^lual iin»> of fof grac« to help and affift him for the 
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time to come: he only brings to God» as it were, a reckoning 
of his performances j and does that, which no flelh can juftly 
do» I mean, glory in his prefence. 

Ver. II. ** The Pharifee flood, and prayed thus with him- 
f^lf ; God, I thank thee that I am not as other men are, ex- 
tortioners, unjuft, adulterers, or even as this Publican.'* 

Our Lord firft takes notice of his pofture ; ^^ the Pharifee 
fto§dj* he is not to be condemned for that ; for flanding, as 
well as kneeling, is a proper pofture for prayer. *^ When you 
ftand praying," fays our Lord; though fometimes our Lord 
kneeled, nay, lay flat on his face upon the ground j his apof- 
tles alfo kneeled, as we read in the Acii^ which has made me 
wonder at fome, who are fo bigotted to ftanding in family, as 
well as public prayer, that they will not kneel, notwithftand* 
ing all kneel that are around them, I fear there is fomething 
of the Pharifee in this condudl. Kneeling and ftanding are 
^different^ if the knee of the foul be bent, and the heart up- 
right towards GoD. We (hould ftudy not to be particular in 
indifferent things, left we offend weak minds. What the Pha- 
rifee is remarked for, is his ^' ftanding by himfelf :" for the 
words may be rendered, he ftood by himfelf, upon fome emi- 
nent place, at the upper part of the temple, near the Holy of 
holies, that the congregation might fee what a devout man he 
was: or it may be underftood as we read it, he prayed by him- 
felf, or of himfelf, out of his own heart ; he did not pray by 
form ; it was an extempore prayer : for there are many Pha- 
rifees that pray and preach too, extempore. I do not fee why 
thefe may not be acquired, as well as other arts and fcienccs. 
A man, with a good elocution, ready turn of thought, and 
good memory, may repeat his own or other mens fermons, 
and, by the help of a tVilkim or Henrf^ may pray feemingly 
excellently well, and yet not have the leaft grain of true grace 
in bis heart ; I fpeak this, not to cry down extempore prayer, 
or to difcourage thofe dear fouls who really pray by the fpirit ; 
I only would hereby give a word of reproof to thofe who are 
fo bigotted to extempore prayer, that they condemn, at leaft 
judge, all that ufe forms, as though not fo holy and hea- 
venly, as others who pray without them. Alas I this is 
wrong. Not every one that pr^ys extempore is a fpiritual, nor 
every one chiat prays with a form, a formal man* Let. us not 
jMdg^ one another; let not him that ufes a form, judge him 
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that prays extempore, on that account", and let not hira that 
prays extempore, defpife him who ufes a form. 

«* The Pharifec flood, and prayed thus by himfelf." Which 
may fignify alfo praying inwardly in his heart ; for there is a 
way (and that an excellent one too) of praying when we can- - 
not fpeak ; thus Anrta prayed, when fhe fpokc not aloud, onl jr ^ 
her lips moved. Thus God fays to Mofesy ** Why cricft thou ?" 
when, it is plain, be did not fpeak a word. This i^ what the = 
apoftle means by the ** fpiiit making intcrceffion (for believers ]| 
with greanings which cannot be uttered.'* For there arc timev 
when die foul is too big to fpeak; when God fills it as i^ 
Were, and ovcrfhadows it with his prefence^' fo that it can 
only fall down, worfhip, adoro^ and lye in the duft before 
the Lord. Again, there is a time when the foul is benumbed,' 
barren and dry, and the believer has not a word to fay to hi^ 
heavenly Father j and then the heart only can fpeak. And I 
mention this for the encouragement of weak chriflians, who 
think they never are accepted but when they have a flow of 
words, and fancy they do not pleafe God at the bottom, for 
no other reafon but becaufe they do not pleafe themfelvet; 
Such would do well to conftder, that God knows the language 
of the heart, and the mind of the fpirit ; and that we nuike ufe 
of words, not to inform God, but to affe£i ourfelves. When- 
ever therefore any of you find yourfclves in fuch a framr, be 
not difcouraged : offer yourfelves up in filence before Gdn, as 
clay in the hands of the potter, for him to write and flamp hi^ 
own divine image upon your fouls. But I believe the Phari- 
fec knew nothing of this way of prayer : he was felf- righteous^ 
a ftranger to the divine life ; and therefore either of the forme^ 
explanations may be bed put upon thefe words. 

** He flood, and prayed thus with himfelf ; Gop, I thank 
thee that 1 am not as other men are, extortioner, unjuft, aduU 
terer, or even as this Publican." Here is fome appearance of 
devoqon, but it is only in appearance. To thank God that 
we are not extortioners, unjuft, adulterers, and * as wicked i A 
€»ur praflices as other men arc, is certainly meet, right, and our 
bounden duty : for whatever degrees of goodnefs there may be 
in us, more than in others, it is owing to God*s reftraining, 
pr(?vcming, and affifting grace. We are all equally conceived 
and born in fin \ all are fallen Ihort of the glory of Goo, and 
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1 iiUe to all the catres and maledi<3ions of the law ; fo that 
^* he who glorieth, muft glory only in the Lord/* For none 
^ us have any thing whrch we did not receive ; and whatever 
ve have received, we did not in the leaft merit jt^ nor could 
we lay the leaft claim to jt on any account whatever : we are 
ivholly indebted to free grace for all. Had the Pharifee thought 
thus, when he fatd^ «^ Ood, I thank thee that I am not as 
other men are," it would have been an excellent introdudion 
to his prayer : but he was a free-wilier, as well as felf- righteous' 
(for he that is one muft be the other) and thought by bis own' 
power and ftrength, he had kept himfclf from thefc vices. And 
yet I do not fee what reafon he had to truft in himfelf that ht 
was righteous, merely becaufe he was not an extoitioner, un* 
juft, adulterer ; for all this while he might be, as he certainly' 
was (as is alfo every felf-righteoqs perfon) as prdud as the 
devil. But he not only boafts, but lies before God (as all 
felf-jufticiaries will be found liars here pr hereafter.) He thanks 
<^OD that he was not unjuft : but is it not an ad of the higheft' 
ifljuftice to rob God of his prerogative ? is it not an zQ. of in* 
juftice to judge our neighbour ? and yet of both thefe crimes 
'this felf-rlghteous vaumer is guilty. *^ Even as this Publi- 
can 1" He feems to fpeak with the utmoft difdain ; this Pub* 
Ucan I Perhaps he pointed at the poor man, that others might 
treat him with the like contempt. Thou proud, confident 
boafter, what hadft thou to do with that poor Publican ? fup- 
pofing other Publicans were unjuft, and extortioners, did it 
therefore fpilow that he muft be fo ? or, if he had been fuch 
a finner, how knoweft thou but he has repented of thofe (Ins I 
His coming up to the temple to pray, is one good'fign of a re- 
formation at leaft. Thou art therefore inexcufable, O Pha- 
rifee, who thus judgeft the Publican : for thou that judgeft 
him to be unjuft, art, in the very a<ft of judging, unjuft thy- 
fclf : thy facrifice is only the facrifice of a fool. 

We have feen what the Pharifee's negative goodnefs comes 
to; I think, nothing at all. Let us fee how far his pofitive 
goodnefs extends ; for, if we are truly religious, we ihall not 
only efchew evil, but alfo do good : ^f I faft twice in the week, 
1 give tithes of all that I poffcfs." 

The Pharifee is not here condemned for his fading, for faft- 
^ng is a chriftian dutyj 'f when you faft," fays our Lord, 
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thereby taking it for granted that his difciplet would faft. And 
*^ when the bridegroom (ball be uken away, then (hall they 
faft in thofe days." ^' In fafting often/' fays the apoftle. And 
all that would not be caft-aways, will take care, as their pri- 
vilege, without legal conftraint, to '* keep their bodies under^ 
and bring them into fubjedion." The Pharii'ee is only con- 
demned for making a righteoufnefs of his fafting, and think- 
ing that God would accept him, or that he was any better 
than his neighbours, merely on account of his fafting : this it 
what he was blamed for. The Pharifee was not to be difcom- 
niended for fafting twice in a week ; I wi(h fome ^hriftians 
would imitate him more in this : but to depend on fafting in 
the leaft, fur his juftification in the fight of God, was really 
abominable. ^' I give tithes of all that I poiTefs/' He might 
as well have faid, I pay tithes. But felf-righteous people 
^whatever they may fay to the contrary) think they give fome- 
thing to God. *^ I give tithes of all that I poftbrs :" I make 
Gonfcience of giving tithes, not only of all that the law re* 
quires, but of my mint, annife, and cummin, of all things 
whatfoever I poflefs ; this was well ; but to boaft of fucb 
^ings, or of fafting, is pharifaical ^nd devili(h. Now thea 
let us fum up all the righteoufnefs of this boafting PhariCtCy 
ai>d (ee what little reafon he bad. to truft in himfelf, that be 
was righteous, or to defpife others. He is not unjuft (but wc 
have only his bare word for tbat» I think I have proved the 
contrary ;} he is no adulterer, no extortioner ; he fa(b twice 
^n the week, and gives tithes of all that he^pofteftes ; and all 
this he might do, and a great deal more, and yet be a child of 
the devil : fof here is no mention made of his loving the Loild 
)us God with all his heart, which was the *< firft and great 
commandment of the law i" here is not a fingle fyllable of in« 
ward religion ; and he was not a true Jew^ who was only one 
outwardly. It is only an outfide piety at the beft ; inwardly 
|)e is full of pride, felf-juftification^ free-will and great uncha- 
ritablenefs. 

Were not the Pharifees, do you think, highly offended at 
this chara^er? for they might eafily know it was fpoken 
againft them. And though, perhaps, fome of you may be 
offended at me, yet, out of love, I muft tell you, I fear this 
jparablc is fpoken againft many of you: for are therQ not many 
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of you, who 'gp up to the temple to pray, with nd tetter fpirit 
fthan this Pharifee did ? And becaufe you faft, it niky be in the 
JLentj or every Friday^ and bccaure you do no body any harm, 
xseceive the facrament, pay tithes, and give an alms now and 
«hcB $ you think that you are fafe, and truft in yourfclves that 
^^u are righteous, and inwardly defpife thol^, who do not come 
«p to you in thefe outward duties? this, I am perfuaded, is tho 
«afe of many of you, though, ala& ! it is "a defperate one, as I 
fliall endeavour to fhew at the clofe of this difcourfe. 

Let us now take a view of the Publican, ver. 13. <^ And the 
Publican ftandtng afar off, would not lift up (o much as his eyea 
viuo heaven, but fmote upon his breaft, iaying. Goo be mer- 
ciful to me a finner/' 

^^ The Publican (landing afar ofF:** Perhaps in the outward 
court of the temple, confcious to himfelf that he wais not wor« 
thy to approach the Holy of holies ; fo confcious and fo weigh« 
•d down with a fenfe of his own unworthinefs, that he would 
not fo much as lift up his eyes unto heaven, which he knew 
Was God's throne. Poor heart 1 what did he feel at this time ! 
none but returning Publicans, like himfelf, can tell. Me<* 
thinks I fee him (landing afar off, penfive, oppreffed, and even 
overwhelmed with forrow; fometimes he attempts to look up; 
but then, thinks he, the heavens are unclean in Goo's fight, 
and the very angels are charged with folly ; how then fhall 
fiich a wretch as I dare to lift up my guilty head ! And to 
(hew that his heart was full of holy felf-refentment, and that 
he forrowed afteT a godly fort, he fmote xipon his breaft ; the 
word in the original implies, that he ^uck bard upon his 
breaft : he will lay the blame upon none but his own wicked 
heart.* He will not, like- unhumbled Adam^ tacitly lay the 
<ault of his vilenefs upon GoD, and fay. The pa£Eons which 
thou gaveft me, they deceived me, and 1 finned : he is too 
penitent thus to reproach his Maker; he fmites upon his 
breaft, his treacherous, ungrateful, defperately wicked breaft ) 
a breaft now ready to burft : and at length, out of the abun^ 
dance of his heart, I doubt not, with many tears, he at laft 
cries out, ** God be merciful to me a finncr." Not, God be 
merciful to yonder proud Pharifee : he found enough in him* 
felf to vent his refentment againft, without looking abroad 
upon Qthcn. Not, God he merciful to i^e a iaint ; for he 
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knew *• all his righteoufnefTes were but filthy rags/' Ndt, 
God be merciful to fuch or fuch a one ; but, God be merci** 
ful to me, even to me a finner, a iirtner by birth, a finner ia 
thought, word, and deed ; a finner as to my perfon, a finner 
as to all my performances ; a finner in whom is no health, in 
whom dwelleth no good thing; a finner, poor, miferable, blind 
and naked, from the crown of the bead to the fole of the 
feet, full of wounds, and bruifes, and putrifying fores ; a felf<« 
accufed, felf-condemned finner. What think you ? wouM thif 
Publican have been offended if any minifter had told him that 
he deferved to be damned i would he have been angry, if any 
one had toid him, that by nature he was half a devil and half 
a beaft? No: he would have confefied a thoufand hells to have 
been his due, and that he was an earthly, devilifh finner. He 
felt now what a dreadful thing it was to depart from the living 
God : he felt that he was inexcufable every way ; that be 
could in nowife, upon account of any thing in himfelf, bejuf^ 
tificd in the fight of God ; and therefore lays himfelf at the 
feet of fovcreign mercy, <* God be merciful to me a finner.*' 
Here is no confidence in the flefli, no plea fetched from faft- 
ing, paying tithes, or the performance of any other duty 5 here ^ 
is no boafting that he was not an extortioner, unjuft, or air 
adulterer. Perhaps he had been guilty of stll thefe crimes, at 
^eaft he knew he would have been guilty of all thefe, had be 
been left to follow the devices and defires of his own heart; 
and therefore, with a broken and contrite fpirit, he cries out^' 
•* God be merciful to me a finner.** 

This man came up to the temple to pray, and he prayed 
indeed. And a broken and contrite heart God will not de« 
fpifc. "I tell you," fays our Lord, I who lay in the bofom 
of the Father from all eternity ; I who am God, and there- 
fore know all things ; I who can neither deceive, nor be de- 
rived, whofe judgment is according to right; I tell you, 
whatever yoa may think of it, or think of me for telling yott 
fo, *^ this man,** this Publican, this dcfpifcd, finful, but bro- 
ken-hearted man, ^^ went down to his houfe juftified (acquit-* 
ted, and looked upon as righteous in the fight of God) rather 
than the other.** . • 

Let Pharifecs take heed that thev do not pervert this text: 
for when it is faid, ^^ This man went down (0 his houfe juf^ 
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ificd rather than the other," our Lord docs hot mean that 
ko|h were juftified, and that the Publican had rather more jur«> 
ification than the Pharifee: but it implies, either that the 
Publican. .:^as a£lually juftified, but the Pharifee was not; or^ 
;hat the Puu^Till^was in a better way to receive juftification, 
than the Phariree; according to our Lord's faying, " The 
Publicans and Harlots enter into the kingdom of heaven before 
y:ou/* That the Pharifee was not juftiiied is certain, fdt 
'^ God refifteth the proud ;" and that the Publican was at 
this time adually juftified . (and perhaps went home with a 
fenfe of it in bis heart) we have great reafon to infer from the 
latter part of the text, ** For every one that exahcth himfelf 
ihall be abafed, and he that humbleth himfelf (hall be cx^t- 
ed/' 

The parable therefore now fpeaks to all who hear me this 
day : for that our Lord intended it for our learning, is evi- 
dent, from his making fuch a general application; *^ For every 
one that exalteth himfelf (hall be abafed, and he that humbleth 
hioifelf ihall be.exalted.? 

The.parable of the Publican, and Pharifee, is but as it were 
a glafs, wherein we. may fee the different difpoikion of aU 
mankind ; for all mankind may be divided into two general 
clafles. Either they truft wholly in thcmfelves, or in parr, 
that they are righteous, and then (hey are Pharifees ; or they 
have no confidence in the flefb, are felf-condemned finners, 
and theo they come under the charadler of the Publican juft 
How defcribed. And we may add alfo, that the different re- 
ception thefe men. met with, points put to us in lively colours, 
the different treatment the felf-jufticiary and felf-condemned 
criminal will meet with at the terrible day of judgment : 
^' Every one that exalts himfelf (hall be abafed, but he that 
humbleth himfelf fhall be exalted." 

c< Every one," without exception, young or old, high or 
low, rich or poor, (for God is no refpefler of perfons) ** every 
one," whofoever he be, that exalteth himfelf, and not free- 
grace; every one that trufteth in himfelf that he is righteous, 
that refts in his du^es, or thinks to join them with the righ- 
teoufnefs of Jesus Christ, for juftification in the fight of 
God, though he be no adulterer, . no e;^ tort ioner, though he 
be not outwardly unjuft, nay, U^ougb be faft twice in the 
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week, tnd gives tithes of all that he poffirfles; yet Iball he W 
abafed in the fight of all good men who know him here, and 
before men and angels, and God himfelf, when Jesus Christ 
comes to appear in judgment hereafter. How low, none but 
the almighty God can tell. He (hall be abafed to live with 
4evils, and make his abode in the loweft bell for evermore. 

Hear this, all ye felf-jufticiaries, tremble, and behold yiour 
doom ! a dreadful doom, more dreadful than words can ex« 
prefs, or thought conceive ! If you refufe to humble yoorfel ves, 
after hearing this parable, I call heaven and earth to #itnc6 
aga:nft you this day, that GoD (hall vifit you with all hiia 
ftorms, and pour all the vials of his wrath upon your rebelli«» 
Otts heads i you exalted yourfelves here, and God {hall thntt 
you hereafter ; you are as proud as the devil, and with devils 
ihall- you dwell to all eternity. ** Be not deceived, God is 
•Slot mocked ;^ he fees your hearts, he knows all things. And, 
notwitbftanding you may come up to the temple to pray, your 
prayers are turned into fin, and you go down to your faoofes 
unjuftified, if you are felf-jufticiaries ; and do you know whit 
it is to be unjuftified ? why, if you are unjuftified, the wradi 
of God abideth upon you ; you are in yotir blood ; all the 
curfes of the laW belong to you : cur fed are you when you go 
out, curfed are you when you come ih; curfed are yoiir 
thoughts, curfed are your words, curfed are your deeds; eveiy 
thing you do, fay, or think, from morning to night, is only 
otte continue feries of fin. However highly you may he 
cfteemed in the fight of men, however you may be honoured 
with the upperm'oft feats in the fynagogues, in the church 
militant, you will have no place in the church triumphant. 
*^ Humble yourfelves therefore under the mighty hand of. 
God:" pull down ev^ry felf- righteous thought, and every 
proud imagination, that now exalteth itfelf againft the per- 
fe£t, perfonal, imputed righteoufnef^ of the dear Lord Jesus: 
^* For he (and he ialoile) that humbleth himfdr (hall be «• 
lilted.'* 

He that humbleth himfelf, whatever he be : if, inftead of^ 
Ming twice in the week, he has been drunk twice in the 
week; if, inftead of giving tithes of all that he poffcffes, he 
has cheated the mintft6r of his tithes, and the king of hia 
taxes i n^lwi^flamling he be unjuft, an extortioner, an add- 
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terer, nay, hbtwithftanding the fins of all mankind center and 
unite in.him ; yet, if through grace, like the Publican, he is 
enabled to humble himfelf, he (hall be exalted ; not in a tem- 
poral manner ; for chriftians muft rather expefi: to be abafed, 
lad to have their names cad out as evil, and to lay down their 
Jive? for Christ Jesus in this world : but he (hall be ex- 
alted in a Spiritual fenfe; he fhall be freely juftified from all 
his fins by the blood of Jesus ; he (hall have peace with God^ 
a peace which. paflTeth all underftanding; not only peace, but 
Joy in believing; he (hall be tranflated from the kingdom of 
Satan, to the kingdom of God's dear Son : he (hall dwell in 
Christ, and Christ in him : he (hail be one with Christ^ 
and Christ one with him : he (hall drink of divine pleafures, 
ss out of a river: he (hall be fan£liiied throughout in fpirit, 
Jbul and body ; in one word, he (ball be filled with all the 
fulnefs of God. - Thus (hall the man that humbleth himfelf 
l>e exalted here ; but O, bow high (hall he be exalted here* 
after ! as high as the higheft heavens, even to the right-hand 
of God : there he (hall (it, happy both in foul and body, and 
judge angels ; high, out of the reach of all fm and trouble^ 
eternally fecure from all danger of falling. O Tinners, did you 
but know how highly God intends to exalt thofe who hum* 
ble themfelvcs, and.belleve in Jesus, furely you would hum- 
ble yourfelves, at leaft beg of God to humble you ; for it is 
he that muft ftrike the rock of your hearts, s^nd caufe floods of 
contrite tears to flow therefrom. O that God would give this 
fermon fuch a commifHon, as he once gave to the rod of 
Mofis ! I would ftrike you through and through with the rod 
of his word^ until each of you was brought to cry put with the 
poor Publican, '* God be merciful to me a finner." What 
pleafant language would this be in the ears of the JItORD of 
Sabbaoth ! 

Arc there no poor finners among you ? what, are ypu all 
Pharifees ? Surely, you cannot bear the thoughts of returning 
liome unjuftified; can you? what if a fit of the apoplexy (houid 
feize you, and your fouls be hurried away before the awful 
judge of quick and dead? what will you do without Christ's 
righteoufnefs ? if you go out of the world unjuftified, you muft 
remain fo for ever. O that you would humble yourfelves I 
then would the Lord exalt youj it may be, that, whilft I am 
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ipcaking, tHe Lord might juftify yoii fired jr by bis grace. I 
obferved, that perhaps the Publican had a fenfe of his jufti- 
fication before he went from the temple, and knevir that his 
pardon was fealed in heaven: and who knows but you may 
be thus exalte^'Jbefore you ^^oni^,4f ypuhun^ieyQiufelves? 

what peace, love and joy, would you then feel in your 
hearts! you would have a heaven upon cartli; O tjiat I could 
hear any of you fay (as I once heard a poor finner^ under my 
preaching/ cry out) Hi is come^ He is come! How would you 
then, like him, extol a precious, a free-hearted Christ ! how 
would you magnify him for being fuch a friend to Publicans 
and finners ? greater love can no man (hew, than to lay dowa 
his. life for a friend ; but Chaist laid down bis life for his 
cnetn.iefi, even for ypu^ if you are enabled to humble yoOic- 
felves, as the Publican did. Sinners, I know not hotiv to Jcavff 
oiF talking with you ; I would fill my mouth vvith ^rgumj^i^f^ 

1 would plead with you. *' Come^ let us reafon together ;'* 
though your fins be as fca^Iet, yet,, if you huQible yo^rijcl^^ 
they {hall be as white as fiiow. One tjB. oi true fiji^)^ ii^ 
Christ, jufiifies you for ever and ever; he has no( p^oij^d 
you what he cannot perform ; he is able to exalt yo|^^ ^«^ 
Gob hath exalted j and given him a name above everj^n^rac^^ 
that at the name of Jesus every kn^c fhajl bow j .n^,-^J^ij.5l^^ 
hath exalted him to be not only^a Prixyre, but a S^vio^r,^ May^^., 
he be a Saviour to you ! and then I (Gall have reafon to rejoice^ 
in the day of judgment, that I have not praachjcd i^.v^^ 'f4^^\ 
laboiiie* in vain. .^ .. , _, ^ ^ ^,. ,„^, ^, ^^^,, 
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SERMON XXXV. 

The ComtrCioti of Zacci)eus. 



Ltrfc E *ix. 9, to. 
&/ Jesus faid unto bim^ This dirf is fatvatttm com t9 
, this boufe ; f&rafmucb as be alfo is tbe Son of Abra- 

iiam. For tbe Son of man is come to feek and to fave 

4bat wbieb was Ufii 

JALVaTIOJJ^ every where tlir<wgh the whole fcrip- 
Ji tmrcy 18 -faid to be the free gift of God^ through Jbsu^ 
^qiHST our^LoitD^ Not only free^ becaufe Gob is a fove- 
sign-agenty and therefore may withhold it ffotn^ or confer it 
B^i wiiofn he pleafeth ; btit free^ becaufe there is nothing to 
5 fomid in man^ that can any way indifce God to be mer* 
Aittatohimi The lighteoufnefsTof jESts ChIust ia the 
lie caufe of our finding favour in God's fight : this rights- 
tfnefs ipprehendM by faith (which is alfo the gift Of Gofif) 
lakes k our owni and this faith, if tme^ will work by lovei 

Thtefe are parts of thofe glad tidings which are publilbed in 
ie:gofpel } and of the certainty of th^, next to the exprefe 
Mi of GdD^ the experience of all fueh as have been fafed^ 

the'lieft^ and^ as I take it^ the moft undoubted proof. 
iMt GoD might teach lis etery way, he has been pleafed 
I leave upon record many inftances of the power of his 
race exerted- lA tbe falvation of feveral perfone, that we, 
earing how he dealt With them, might from thence infer the 
uuiner we itiuft expert to be dealt with ourfelves^ and learn 
s what way vre muft look for falvation^ if we truly defire to 
e made partakers of the inheritance with the faints in light* 

The converfion of the perfon tefetred to in the text, I 
hinki will be of no^ fmallfervice to us in this matter, if 
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rightly improved. I would hope, moft of 3rouk(K>w wfio t 
perfon is, to whom the LoKU Jesus Tpeaks; ir b the pub 
can 2accheui^ to whdfe hOtffc the'blriTed Jesus faid, falvati< 
came, and whom^ie profKMii^t^9 «l' S«i ©f Almham. • " ^ 

it IS mj d€ifigri(Gob Me}|>{rig) to iftatee fofne remarks iSpt 
his converfion recorded at large i^ the preceding vcrfes, ai 
(heft to inforce the Ifttter |>arc of the text, as an encouragi 
ment to poor undone finncrs to come to Jesus Chris': 
*^ For the Son of man is come, to feek and to fave that whk 
was loft." 

The evangelift Luie introduces the' a(tcount of this mat 
cdnverfion thus, vcrfe i." " And Jesus entered and pflfl 
throtigh JtfrcbD." The holy Jesus irtade" it his bilfi¥id3' 

. -go afcont flcn'ng good. As the furi m the "firnnmenf i? rtn* 
dually fpi«ading his benrgn^ quickfcAiMg, and cbeerii)g*lftfl 
ences over the natural; fo the Son oC^'ghteoufAeia <arM*#M 

^ healing under his wings, and was daily and hourly diffiiflf 
•his graciot^ influeiiccsover the mond world.. Tht puidbSl 
^hspter acquaints: us of « notable ndracle-wrovght byiitfae tu 
.Jesus, on poor blind Bsrtimius% and in^ifhis, a greattrp 
• fencs itfeif to our codfideratiom The «vaogelift woiiUi bi 
/vs>take particular notice of it; for he-introduces it wiihi) 

' word ^^ behold i" *^ and behold, there was a nianrttatncd Z\ 

'.€^usj who was the chief aaaoiig the PubHcanh aML-Juj.^ 

jich.*' ■ M . •:.; r-v- ?,-■ 

. Well might the eVaHgelift tflier. in.the n3)«tioo.^£i)s 

oian*s cotivevfkm wicih tkcwond '' bdMldlf'tfFor^'OOonadi 

.'to human judgment,' how many unfiihnounsable jobftic 

lay in the way of iv\ StMrely oo one will lay :thcreiW»(9 

,fit4i^& in Za4cheu4 fot falVation ; for we .arctolcLtbatitei^ 

uPMhiUatty and chereft>re in aU probability a notonxHf s £tlii 

. The PubticnHS were gath^rere «>f ihQ Raman uxesc; they -w 

lA famous forlhe'ir »boauMbU eselortioiii ; their vei^ «a 

^ .therefore 4>ecame fo <diou8^ fkkt we find the Phmfies96 
ifcpr'OMrlied oiM-JLona, as ytry wicked, becaufe he rwn 
/ricnd u^itp and. fat down to flaeat with tbern* Zacdan tb 
being a PuUitan^ Vf9A no doubt a.finner; and, benigict 
vmong the PMbikvnf^ confequeariy waa chief anaong .(ilitii 
. I^ay, '^ he waa rich.'* One infpired apoftle has told us, t 
J^jooi oiaay^ mighiy, noc m^ysoble vr^Galkd/- Anos 
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fakh* ^« Gob bat fihoftn the.ptor ol^ this 47drtdl^ rich Iri 
fattb/' And he Who wan ttfae M>lwr and Redeemer of the 
tpoftlcfi afTurei lu^ '^ that it is caficr for a camel, (or cable* 
i-ope) to go thcotigb, tbe ejre of a ncdlle, thao for a ri ch man 
fo enter Jato the kingdpm ofOoB.^- Let nx>t therefore th« 
hch glory in the multitude of their ricbet • 

But rich as be veas, we are told, verfe ^ that << he fought 

to fee Jesus.'' A wonder indeed ! The common people heardl 

iHir LoRn gladly^ and the poor received the gofpel. The 

multitude^ the o;^Aflf^ the mob, the people that }cne# not the 

law^ as the proud higfa-priefis called them^ ufed t6 Mlo^ 

liicn on foot into the coutitrjr* and fomecimes flaid witti hini 

Hunec^dafs together to hear him preach : But did the rich be- 

iienre at attend on him? NOi! Our I/OUd' preached up the 

tl€>AriAe of the trofs^h^' pveached too fearcbihg for them, 

aod therefore they counted hiin their enemy, perfecuted and 

J|>oke all manner of evil againft him falfly. Let not the 

steifuftera df CHiii>Mr marvel, if. they me^ with the like 

^0tnMwat from tiiertieh' men of this wicked- and addterous 

-igeneratiocu lihould thtnk it ho (caudal (fuppoiihg it true) 

.- jko hiUir^it affirmed, that hone but the poor Attended my mmi-^ 

ilr|uv7Xhetr:fouiS are as precious to our Lori> JfisUs CRKrst, 

^«a tltariMlci.of the greateft men. They were the poor tiNat 

v#tW»dbd :hitD in the days of his ik(h : thefe drc they ^otA 

he heth cbofeii to be rich in faith, and to be the great^ttifi 

afaerkiogdomof tieaveti; ^Were ttfe rich ih this wortd'j goo<h 

•.gMaodiyitairpeak i/fUcM of mt, wi^fae nnto me^ I ifaould thkik 

ifefirfaead6d%n:diat i was only a wolf in fliciep's clothing; 

'4int//L'ii«)kG pekcej peaces when theit was ho peace, sind 

f m^hcfltd< fmootfaer things thfin the gofpel wbiild all6#^f. 

Hear yeiMs) <D ye rich. Let ^ho ^ill d&re to id itj Gon 

ArbidithatiAiduM deipife the po6r% in djping fo| I fiiould 

«ttpr«adi my Maker* The poor are detir to fny foul i I rejoice 

ii fee tftinbflf to ifae doftrine of CiiitiST,'')ike'^he doves to 

their windows. I only pray, that th^ poof who attaftd; may 

•jbe eeangelwed, and turned into the fpitit of the gofpel : if fo, 

#ittcfied a»e ye ^ for ^ours k the kirigdom of heaven.** 

:Bttt'We4iiuft return to ZatehiuL <^ He fought to fee JesiM." 
'tliat is good nev^s. 1 heartily wiOi t could fay^ it was out 
Jbt^n good priiiiciple^ but, without fpq^ing contrary to that 

D i charity 
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charitf whfcb botfc^^N'WKeveth all thing! (or ttk httt^ mt 
may fay^ that the htfkf ^pHMi^&dttw him' zt^t^CHZts^ 
Whkh now draws inh!l*kiid)i^ ((tj^'fpeadc pbliniyv'it tnoy-bc 
, muhitttdes of yon) to 'bear « if ^ifetriaf ^itacbeiv:eviBin (^ri^ 
dity : for.vfe'i^tPM; ehMlld dCiM* hoi '16 iMvliIl dodrine^ 
but to view his perlbn,:^Dr,^ eoruirt!ke wotrfs 0fnh«?emrgelMI» 
^^ to feci who he was/' Okii*hoKO^ hma wasr now i\>read 
abroad through all Jimfalimy and alttbe cxmntryilMrid aboittt 
Ibme fanl be was a good man^ otbers^^^^/Nayv but>lie da* 
ceivetb the people/* And therefoie curioficy drew odt this 
rich Pfabh'can Zacbms^ to Tee whoibis^p^oa wSii;.<t)f wbMi 
be bid beard fueb various accounttt^^^iituit cfeemsi he couU 
not conveniently get a fight of bifrt ^fpr cho^pfefe^and becflaift 
Jie was littte of ftottire. : Ahsi Nei^ nemyk art kept fmn Aal 
ingCHAisT in gtoiry, by reaibnitrf^ ^eq[ir«fi Td meanv <^1k"^ 
nany are afliaincd of beingfingnlftrty^good^and i^ereforcfbHow 
^»imultitude to do^evil, becaufc tbc^ Imvea prefs ortiiroB|^tf 
•polite acquaintance ! And, for fcar ^f'btmg^fec imno«gb»iiy 
thofe with whom they ufed to fit at'inettt, tbefdcnjrthB&bua 
tf glory, and; are afbatned taconfefi him before mfaiof ^Eb|ife 
bafcy this fervile fear of man, is thb tane of true obfiflianifiybii 
it brings a dreadful fnare upon the foul, andHr'tBeff«ii£itf 
4ten tboufands : for I am fully perfuaded^ numbeni^artPMlon* 
ddly (sonvi£led of gofpel-tfuths ; but» not beii% aMrw)Uiiofc 
Colittinpt, they will not prcftciite^eif coiiVi^ftkiii«%^>ffOr^ 
iduce them to pradiee. H6rp(^j^bdfey'<wfaofiiilolhia MfeSk 
like Zacebeusy are refolved to overoomeaUfitnpfcdbHCiiftsrilKtlife 
itr their way to a fight orGffkiHK for^v^fiadihg bcncbuMinot 
tm Christ becaufe of cite )pir<iiB and' tfaiylittleiittia tffriiisvhai- 
i6fal ftature^ be did nottitrite upM^^bia Ikiataft^' nB dcparf^ 
f£ylng» *^ It is in vain to ftek after a fij^rtfbfAtmialqrv bl a g fct , 
lean never attain unto it/' No» findtagbeiCOiiUwiftt 
Christ, if he eontmoed 'in the midft of^'^^^beran'borore 
.the multitude, and cUmbednp itito's fycamere^treB^taicB 
him ; for he was to pafc that way/'i 

There is no feeing GftiRisT in Gloryi uHlefs we run befone 

the mhltitude, and are willmgto be in the numberof *diofe 

da^fed few, who take thp. kingdom of God by^ vidtnce. 

:Thj» broad way, in which fo many go, can never br tl)|tt 

rftrait and.nftjTOw wei whipbrleads tQ:Uf]e« Our LoiU)'srfl9li^ 

' . , was> 
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lefr we.d)u^|p ran,|Nt)6QiF^jthQ|mMhifu4e in a boly fihgularit^ 

andoetm i?Uq^ ifl'cbqpag[4]AC9f3uii|c^ fak^, 

fre!'fliiiUvjieirer(Mj[£|ftraiii!ii#b:QPin^ ivhco he appears in 

giorjr; r;F|'Plni4Mnticv|J#g^flbi& ^ai»li9re4^treey iind cenfidering 

Att'^i&cuityiw'^^ltiiwMl^eell^ tmift climb it, we may far* 

tber leam^^tiia^ dkuft v^oewCuUl^ree Chbast, muft liadergo 

othor diffi€iileie«riirfi kdrdfliips^ befides contempt. Zaccbfus^ 

mthoutjiioube^i^ went' through both. Did aot many, think 

yoD, iluigh ^ hftDftu* be raa along, and in the language of 

iSdmli Saui^9 daiightcaf^cryout, '^JHow glorious did the rich 

Zmriews^ leok-^-ii^^^iviheni forgetting' t the giaeatoers of hit 

ftalumi tfaeraibbfffom at^itiful, giddy^moh, aod^climbed up a 

CpAmnard-tnee^ to^iecrAO emhufiafttfi: preaqhcr \u But Zauheut 

cauls xrat'fer all thfl*i$t)His>oufftofiqr was ftrong: if he CQuid 

•botlAowlio jE^ut vitan^-rhtf did^not value ^wbat fcoffers faid of 

Jrimur X'hosi and muffh'4nore will^ it be with all thofe who 

liAUd^nHsfibfbualdiefiareAoifee Jesus in heaven: they will go 

Oii^i^badjftrcd^'^tojftrengthy break >throtigh every difficulty 

Ig^dg inrtfacic wig^ aad cafe not what men or devils fay pf or 

.d^MaHtittaonA. May die LoRP md^ us all thus mindedi^fior 

IttsnArarSoa^s fake f 

^noAlfc'lei^tit^ after taking much pains, and going (as we may 
imrildfoppMss) tbroughi much contempt, Zi7fr^^«x has dioibod 
4teitmejf>Tiiild; there h&fits, as he thinks, hid in the leaves of 
ji^^^lid iTittcUnglvheAheihiQmld^fee Jfisvs pafs by: <« For 
)ifc)«to^imCb4»prtfaait way^v r < 

^jfflritrcfingi PififtAv^Mi attd rejoiee, O earth ! Praifc, nag- 
■ify^irliili aAmiAveteigo^ eki^ing, free, preventing love; 
.Jfta|»b tiffi qroiaftingpi Gttp, the Prince of peaqe» who faw 
jNyikibapi/fiuodflr thfrffig-tree,'and'Z^f^^tti fr^m eternity, nofv 
ttsjhimhlncthocfyeanlNve-trad, and calls him in time. 
>iolMrfe5;^r^^And it^hen Jvsua camcir«tOTthe place, he looked 
«^^jBiad^*&widiim; and^faid u«t<>>himy Zaccheusj make:hafte 
and come down; for this dsqr I muft abide at thy houfe^*' 
Anwzing bve I iWell might JLuie uiher > in ihe account with 
"^irhDhl j^lt is wvortky of our higb^ >admiraytion. When 
ZtnbiUi ftougihc oftno futh thing, nay, thought that Chbost 
jisos dfd^^noti'knaw him$ behold^ Christ does whu ve 
'iirvtr hMr iiei4id before or^iifter^ Lmean^ invitd him(elf to 
^*» - D 3 the 
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come flown i for tbis d^y I ipMA(;<^idc at tby tioMile/' I^ 
pray Icrme abidc» buci m^t^ a^de tbi$ day at |biy bouffw (fc 
alb calls bim by oam^^ «ft lJH>(fgb be w(^ well. fM4|u«VM4 
•wjtb bim : and indeed w^U^IQ wgbt i £or bAVifiMHf «fa9 wc iir 
ten in^tbe book jof Hfe^ be wiw 099 of tbofe wbcxn ihef'atlMr 
bad given bim from all eternity : .^th^refofe bf) «riui}:^i4f(i| 
bit boufe tbat day. ^^ For whom be did fttMmWi$ ibMl 
be alfo c^ladr" v.jw i ,. 

Here then, as through a Rla^s,. we may fee the ^oSrinfttOf 
free gjiace evidently ejumplified bcfw(e:U$«. Here.wa^SAtfilr 
nefs in ZM^btus, He was a PuJ^Iican, cliiof among the V^ 
licans} not only fo» but:Cicb, andicame toiee C»||jsxtad^ 
eut of curiofity : but foyeceign. gnacc trmmphf over all. //And 
jf we do God juftice, and are eiFedhiaUy wrougtU'Upon^idiiif 
-inuft ackiiowledge there .was na more, ^tnefs in us thaikiMf 
Zttccheus ; and, had. not Ch&ist preveotgdus by his call^ii#f 
bad remained dead in trefpaflTes and fins, and alienated (lai| 
the divine life^ even as .otberjs. ^^ j£sus looked riip,.Md bvf 
hiiil> and faidlunto him, Zatchua^ spake bafte aA^-cp^eihlllw^ 
far chiai dayl muft abide At thy .boiifeK" . - . »f. ^m. i 

With what different emotions of heart maywre iEiippslf 
Zaecbeus received this invitation ? Thinly you not.tbBtlii4:5Mi 
iurprtfed to hear Jssus Christ c^l him by namesiaatsl^dOii 
only fo, but invite himfelf to his houlef Suj^ly^; thinks /ikft 
ibeuSf I dream : it cannot be; bow ihould be.'kiiAlWrAl<Jid| 
Atver faw him before: befides,- 1 (ball undergo vj^ngl^ueM^ 
t<mpr, if I receive bim MQder>iny. CQpf.i) Tblis^iX.fay, iKf 
inay fuppofe Zaccheus thought within hijfnielf. But what fai^jj^ 
thefcripture.^ '^ I will make s^vWiUing iPf^vifi A^ i^ifgk^ 
my power." With. this ouiward.cali, ih9re.wept,.Hn,|e^(;j^ 
cious poweiT from Goz>^ which fweedy pver-f ujed.lws nMWil 
wH : and tberefoxe, verie. 6^ '^ H^ >l»ad4^ haftfi, 4n4/;Wiijp 

^owBi and received- biip }Qyfuliyii'^ not. only into bifi boMif^ 
biut alfo into his Jieart. . ^ . .« . ... , ... ,,< ,,, 

Thus it.is ibe:griQdt God brings Jxcfpe.his.cbildr^^^MjJt^ 
calls them. by. pame, by-bis iword. or, providence ^ be, fp^jjfeMpj 
them jalfo. by: bis fpirit, fjkreby ^hey are enabled to open tboif^ 
heart5t .and: arp cnade^ wilJiiDg to .receive the King pf gipfyf 
1*01 Za^kw'JkUkt^^^ ui^.QOt^ entire);^ condemn people tb^ 
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dmm ifm^kH!hd word;' «ttt of ikP Im^t ^rkmiplr tbior ciirio* 

tx^. \«l|ki'luiDWs bue<S6piiMlVx:aH''thetn t Itii good tolio 

wKerc^fkebMB it'l^aiHi^^k^ 1^ nom prefeqt 

«it:^1ii» pfeNk;i|rfe( beu^i^ipti^ of the} Son of God fpeit&« 

Mlgvtptbekr|b«hi^'sttd (d'bfim fUak'^tfymtkf loe! .Mi»t:ibAt 

waa^ tti^^^€»(6»f \^lAk9 mcaur^gonenc to ros^couftof 

MrinAi^'' Fcii!< p«rhap»iia iMufiliKi tiocore, atuoiher. tiokq^ 

CttWb «li(d^(fitA4BH%itqr oati'#fi:«uriofity^ as nirik as Zasch$in^ 

who were nor cfleSuaUf called by his grace. | Doly q^e^ttiop 

thia fbp-die'McaiiragenMnt of jnjr awn. (butt and tb9 ^^fpT 

Iliio» •f vGcD^^ cbildMtt^r49ho a»^ Ioq apt to hfi angry. M^^ 

Ihwfe^boixdkiiiat'iatteii^on ibe word out o( liovfi tojQaji^:: 

(M-Uk thiM^aione^ - Sfptfaran, fr^ far ^m. • - How, do yog 

iuxbw but Jc99uaOHai«.T:>in>y (peak, lo their b^rts I A f^ 

WMd*^ 'frofla £««ST, i«ppiiad' by his fpMt^ will fave,<iyiic|U 

^mAi^- '*^Z<9er^&ni«, ftys Cfua0T,^afc^ baAi^ aiidcomQ d|)W(i* 

^(biid^h4^«iAde bsfter^aacl caoie dowxi^ aodrfleccWed hm JPS*^ 

^'^^ ttBMret'0bferired» in boly iartptose^ .b0WvP9i)ticulprly.U, i(S 
«aattric«d^ tbat'-petffona riijoked upac^ beiiDYfii@Mia QfiRM.Di 
Thus the converted Eunuch went ton hia --w^y Xfifk^t^it^g^ 
*sriM|$illbet>Jaylor^ rejoiced itith bis whole boufe; thus Zodtfjeus 
IMMiefvU^Cu&isT joyfullyw And weU laay thofe rejoicevW.h|^ 
ctoeitajj^aus: Christ; foe with bim they rtcanrq righr^ffifr 
nefti^c^brffitificatton, and etecroal redemption* Many. )Uv? 
Iirbiigbfif^an iM report upon our good^land, and.wouM faie 
I^KffciMa't^opJia that religion will make tbem melancholy madv 
fin f^fxiokWi that joy iatone ingredient of thekingdcmcif 
O^4ffl4he^^bearc^of- a believer v^^ The kingdom, of GoAtU 
ttglmotAiofevpitacsiQ, an joy i^i 'the Holy Ghofi/'T^je^ 
y^\ti43l^ LORDf'is a gofpeMaty. .^^ Rejoice in thcJ^oan 
i > # Ay ^/lil**ijgtfht.Ifay, i^jeiice^' Aad who can be fcr joyfii)^ 
i0»Aofe'whO*knowtbat tbeiir p&itb» is £taled before they g# 
tmtit aitd«rcfnOmoi>o&fetnftjT/ht. godly nay; hot icaareot 
ieA iMyw any lingodly'mett can, rejoice: tbtysaniiot bo; truly 
Mlea^^K Wbatif Vrekel'tmck may fomstinm have iau^cer 
^ ita m il g ft ttetm ^ It te only th^ llfmghter fobla;! io th&midft 
of tt there is heavincfs : At*^he beft;.it'i^ but tike ^^cra^kf 
IXrtg'of thorns under a .^t ; .il i^akaes* a'Maae, but foon goes 
Mhl BtiC4 ^ fdr tbrgodl^, u^iHit Ibwitb^hjtn*^ 

D 4 's 
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reftttution. Go ye cheating Publicans, Team 6f 2atth»A9 s 
go away and do likewife. If yon do not miike reftltudoBn 
here, the Lord Jesus fhall make yocr cdrfefs your fins before 
men and angels, and condemn jrou for it, when he coine!l Ui 
the glory of his Father to judgment hereafter. 

After at! this, with good rea'fon might our Lord fijr unto 
him, '* This day is falvation come to this houfe ; forafmucli 
as he alfo is the Son of Abraham ;" not fo much by a natural 
as by a fplritual birth. He was made partaker of like pre- 
cious faith with Abraham : like Abraham he believed on the 
T^ORD, and it was accounted to him for righteoufneii :' \i\i 
faith, like Abraham\ worked by loxre; and' I doubt not, but 
)le has been long fince fitting in Mrahanf^ harbour. ' 

And now, arc you n6t afhairted of yourfdvw, whoYpcafc 
againft the doftrincs of grace, efpecially that doflrinc of behi^ 
juft^fied by faith alone, as though' it le^rded to licentioufndt > 
What can be more unjuft than fuch a charge ? Is not thtf 
inftartce of ZaecheuSy a fuifidient proof to the contrary ? Hsv« 
I ftrained it to ferve my own turn ? God forbid. To theBeft 
of my knowledge I Katefpoken the truth in finceritf, ancf tlw 
truth as it is ill Jesus. I do affirm that we are fav^ by grntt^ 
and that we arc juftified by faith alone :' buti do alfo affiVtit^ 
th**t faith muft be evidenced by good works, where fheii ii 
an' opportunity of performing them. 

What therefore has been faid of ZaaheiiSj may ferve As •< 
rule, whereby all may judge whether they have faith or rt6ii 
You fay you have faith ; but how do you prove it? DWJ-ybil 
ever hear the Lord Jesus call you by riarrte? Were yoii>Vc* 
made to obey that call ? Did you ever, like Zaccheus; recefirc 
Jesus Christ joyfully into your hearts? Are you inflFtehfied 
by the faith you fay you have, to ftand up and confefr'^M 
Lord Jesus before men? Were you ever made willing lA 
own, and humble ydurfelves for, your paft offences ? Doe^ 
your faith work by love, fo that you confcientioufly lay Up^ 
^c^ording as God has prdfpered you, for the fupport'of fhi 
poor? Do you give alms of all things that you pdffefs 2 AMB 
have you made due reftitution to thofeyou have wrbn'^cdl^Tf 
fo, happy are ye; falvation is come toyour fouls, you ai*e%ni'^ 
you are daughters of, yoa (hall fhortly be everlaflingl^ hlejBW 
with, faithful Abraham^ But, if^ou arc not thus minded, dtJ Act 

dtccive 
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ji^Qcivp yoiir own foula. Though jcou.may taHc of juffifitjt*. 

Moil by iaith> like yngiela, i( will do you no good ; it wjU only 

ii;KF^t^ your damo'itipn. Yqu hold the truth, but it \z in 

i\ Mmightepufnpfe : youv faith being; without vi^rks, is dead t. 

/ you h^ve the devU> not Abraham^ for your father. Unlefs yea 

r geija 6^ith of the heart* a faith working by love, with dcvfls 

JMi^Mwi)^^ fpirita (ball you dwell for evermore. 

Bift it is tiooe.now to enforce the latter part of the text; 

^^ ^for ihe.Son of man is come to feek and to fave that which 

i^a^ loft." Tbefe; words are fpoken by our Saviour in anfwer 

Ko, fooie felf-righteous l^harifees, who, inftead of rejoicing 

MTA^h %)^^ %n^U ip heaven, at the converfion of fuch a finner^ 

f>iurmured,.^^..Tl^t he was gone to be a gueft with a man 

^IW.w^ Ik finner." To vindicate his condud^^ he tells them, 

Vt^^t^lbis was an ^ agreeabb to the dcfign of his coming : 

* ^..lEflr the Son of mat^ is come to feek axul to fave that which 

'^apa^loft." He might have faid,, the Son of God. But (i^ 

^Jb^pfrondcrfulrCondcfcef^fton pf our Redeemer f He delights 

^Jd^^ilq^himfelf the.Soa of man. He came not only to fave/ 

%u^ ^r,fiik ax^d to fave that which was loft. He came to y^- 

^kh^tP< feck.sfnd fave Zaccbius ; for otberwife Zaccbeus weuld 

fiV^^.bMye l>eea faved by him. But from whence came' he I 

dtvxA.AooLheaven, his dwe)ling*ptace, to this lower earthy. 

this vale of tears, to feek and fave that which was loft y or 

alLlhatieel th^mfelves.loft, and are willing, like Zaccheus,- to 

receive hio) into their hearts to fave them ; with how great 

4„^lKa^ioH I £ven from the gu»lt, and alfo from the power 

gC^h^ fnis ; to make them heirs of God, and joint heir» 

wjtl^bimfelf, and partakers of that glory which he enjoyed. 

wJUbi^^ Father before the world began. Thgs will the Son 

oCtBia^a £ive that which is loft. He was made the fon of man,' 

on purpofe that he might fave them. He had no other end" 

hutitfaiii in leaving his Father's throne, in obeying the moral 

laiir, and hanging upon the crofs : all that was done and faf« 

feKd^ merely to fatisfy, and procure a righteoufnefs for poor, 

loftf undone finners, and that too without refpefl: of perfons. 

*f. That which was loft j" all of every nation and language, ■ 

that, .feel, bewail, and are truly defirous of being delivered 

\^ fcpnx their loft ftate, did the Son of man come down to feek 

'\ vAXQ fayc ; Sot he is mighty, not only fo, but willing, to five 

> . . to 
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tft^e^tteraioft a^I tteit.come to Gpd. through him. He wilT 
ia^nQ wife caftihcm oat : for he is the fame to»day, as be'iM»«f 
yefterday* He coims sow to finners^ as well as foririefljr; 
flid,^I hope, vbath (ent me oat this day to feck, and, under 
liim, to bring home Ibqae of you^ the loft (hoep of the hoiife 

What fay you ? Shall I go home rejoicing, faying^ -. T3ut 
many Viif^ iheep have went aftray, but they have no^^« 
lieved on Jesus Christ, and fo returned home^iotlw pni 
Shepherd and 6i(hop of their fouls ? If the LoEO would.'be 
pleafed thus to profper my handy-worky'Icare notfaowTtnluiy 
ic^alifts and felf*righteous pharifees tmirmur againft/aie,<iibr 
peering ialvation \o the worft of finners : for I know the Soa 
of man came to feek and to fave thetn.; and the Lo&o Jie'iis 
will now be a gueft to the worft Publican^ the vileft finoer 
jtbat is amoqgft you^ if he does but believe on him. iJUa^ 
bafte then, O tinners, make hafte, and-^come by iidtholil 
Christ, Then, this day, even this hour, nay, this moncni) 
if you believe, Jesvs Christ (hall oome and make his^ettttC 
nal abode in youc hearts. Which of you is made ^«tBiiigiM 
receive the JCing of gtory ? Which, of you obeys faeieaUi 
as Zaccbeus did ? Alas ! v^y do yoii (land ftill I Howt^^ittW 
-you, whether Jesus Christ may ever call you ag«ai| 
Come then, poor, guilty finners ; come away, poor, Ic^, tiiU 
done publicans : make hafte, I fay, and come away toiijiisim 
Christ. The Lord condefcends to invite bimfelf td couM 
under tb^ filthy roofs of the houfes of your fouls. ^Do not/te 
afraid of enteruining him \ he will fi)}: you with allpeaoe mak 
jpy in believing^ Do not be afliamed to run before thoonuW 
titude, and to have all manner of evil fpoke agatnft you fdll]^ 
for his fake : one fight of Chris.t will make amends fiov alL 
S(la(£if^f w^s laughed at ; and all that will live godly in 
Ci^RX^T j£sys, ^all fufter perfecutioo. But what of that} 
Zofffam is now crowned in glory; ; as you llfo ihall ilsortly 
be^.if you believe on, and are reproached for Christ^ fakc« 
Do not, therefore, put me ofF with frivolous excufes : there^ 
np excufe can be given for your not coming to Christ. Yott 
afe loft, undone, without him \ and if he is not glorifi0d>if| 
your falvatiouj he will be glorified in your deftru6lion \ iftte 
does not come and mak^ his abQde in your hearts,^you muft 

take 
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le op aft eternal abode with the i^\ atid his angels. OihaC 
;LoRD would be pleafed to pafs'by fomeof you at'ttafs 
le I O that he may call you by hi* SpiHt, and make you a 
ling people ik this day of his ^wer ! For I kndwliiy 
ling will not do, unlefs hoj by his efficacious grace, compd 
1 to come in. O that you once felt what it is to reeeirt 
IV s Christ intd your hearts ! YeM would foon< like Z<i^* 
KT, give him every thing. You do not love Christ, be- 
ife you do not know him ; you do not come to him, becaufe 
I do not feel your want Of him : you are whole, and not 
iken hearted; you are not fick^ at leaft not fenfible of 
or ficknefs ^ and, therefore^ no wonder yovL do not apply to 
sua Christ, that great, that Almighty phyfictan. Yott 
not feel yotkrfelves loft, 'and therefore do not feek to be 
md in Christ. O that God would wound you with di6 
Old of his Spirit, and caufe his arrows of convidionto 
:k deep in your hetfrts 4 O that he ^ould' dart a ray 6t 
rine light into your fouls! For if you do not feel yourfelves 
b without Christ, you are of "all, men moft mifcrable! 
OP fotiis are dead^j you are not only an image of hell, but 
fome degree hell itfelft ydu carry hell about with' you^ 
d>yoif know it net. O that I CDuld fee fome of you fen- 
le of this, and heifr you cry out, *' Lord, break this 
nd heart ) Lord, deliver me from the body of this death ; 
iw me. Lord, make me willing to come after thee ^ I am 
It; Lord, fave irte, or I perilh!" Was this your cafe, 
W'foon would the Lord ftretch forth his almighty hand, 
d fiiy^ Be of good cheer, it is I } be not afraid ? What a. 
mderful calm would then poffefs your troubled fouls ! Your 
iowfhip would then be with the Father and the Son r your 
B would be hid with Christ in God. 
Some of you, I hope, have experienced this, and caniay, I 
IS loft, but I am found y I Was dead, but am alive a^n : 
e Son of man canfte and fought me iti the day of his power, 
i faved -my finful foul. And do you repent that you came 
>Christ ? Has he not been a good matter ? Is not his 
efence fweet to your fouls ? Has he not been fefthful to hh 
omife? And have you not found, that even in doing and 
Rering for him, there is an exceeding prefent great reward? 
imperfu.aded you will anfwer, Yes;- O then, ye faints, reo. 

commend 
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Gomnynd and talk pf t^ie Ipve of Chkist to othere, and tell 
riuBiSt O xeil tixcm ivbat great tilings the Lokd haa done for 
jroul This may en^pur^ others to come uniobitfi. And who 
^o^s |i>ut. t^? Lp^ Q^y .fnake you fiibcra of lacn f iTht 
ikory of Zaahsus ws^s kft oo record for this purpofe, .flo 
4ruly coBvi6kti foul^.^fcer fucb ao inftanceof divint;gMcc 
ha$^beej(i laid before, hia, need defpair of. mercy. What if 
foii ^eiEvblicans I :W.a9 not ZacchtMs a Publiciui ? . WJmt if 
yottt s^e chief among the Publicans I Was not Zioccbmi like* 
wife ? ..What if you are rich ? .Was not Z^ccbeus rifihialfo^ 
And Jt'et almighty grace made biai mor^ than coaquerorf^yer 
;all ihd's Uinflfanpfs. .^11. things, are p^ble u> J^sua QiiftCflTi 
Q^fyr'ng^is too hard fcM- him : he is tbe.LpRD aJmightyr. r Our 
mountains of fins muft all fall befone this great Zerubbmbth 
Qn bifiSk. Goo the, Father has laid the iniquities of sail chat 
^aU bqlieve on bin) y. W 'P bis o\j|ri},:body k^ bareiheiiiioa 

'tlie^.trce. There, there> by faith, OmMrners in iip^^j 
you fee your Saviour banging with arms firetched out, and 
bear him, as it were^ thus fpeaking to jour fouls t. **. Bebdd 
^' how I have loved you ! 3cbold my hands and my: iiset \ 
'^ Look, look Into xny wounded fide, and fee a heart fiamiag 
<^ with love : love firmgef than death. . Cpme into i^amiSt 
" O finners, cooiewaili your fpotted fouls in toy heart's 
*^ blood. See here is a fountain opened for all fin and alt 
^* uncleannefs ! See, O guilty fouls, how the wrath of Goo(. 
*< is now abiding upon you : come, haft^ away, and bide 
*' youcfelves in the clefts of my wounds | for I am wounded 
*^ for your tranfgrcffions \ I am dying that you may live for 
!^ eyenmore« Behold, as Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the 
*< wildernefs, fo am I here lifted up upon a tree. See how I 
^< am become a curfe for you : the chafttfement of your peace 
«c is upon me. I am thus fcourgi&d, thus wounded, thus cru- 
*^ cified, that you by my flripes may be healed. O look unto 
*^ me, all ye trembling finners^ even to the ends of the earth f 
** Look unto me by faith^ and you (hall be faved : for I came 
** thus to be obedient even unto death, that 1 might fave that 

r/ •f which yas loft." 

And what fay you to this, O- finners ? Suppofe you fav^ 
the King of glory dying, and thus fpeaktng to you ; would 
you believe on him ? No; you^ would not, uniefs you beltevef 
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on him now : for though he is dead, he yet fpeaketh all this 
in the fcripture; nay, in effeA, fays all this in the words of 
Ac te>rt, /* The Son of man is come to feek and to fave that 
^hlch iSlldf '.Do not.fhefcfi^tt )^tif lopfifer crucify- th|9 

- X^itD of glory. Bring thofc rebels, your fins, which will not 
Itave him to reign over them, brin^keip out to him : though 

• you Cannot flay them yourfdves, yet fie wilfflay them for you. 
Tde * power of his death and refurre^ion is as great now as 
•formerly. ' Make hafte therefore, make hafte, O ye publicans 

■ and finners, and give the dear Lord Jesus your hearts, your 
iK^ole hearts. If yotf Ireftafe't*^ ifekrken to this call of the 
IiORi^ T^membcr -youf damnation lyill he juft;- 1 am irte 
fit>m the blood of you all : you mu^ acquit my Ma(lej and 
me at the terrible day of judgcntht. O that you iiiigr know 
the things that belong to your everlafting peace, Mfbre they 
"stm eternally irid from your eyes | Le^ all that loxc the Lowo 

/f^fcaw CfiRjusx in-fiaccrity foy,.:4J«iw. . • .-. 
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S E R M ON XXXVt. 

The Marriage of Cand^. 






., . JoaN ii. li. . ..... „., . ^ 

!fl>f/ ht^intnHg bf tniraeJes did JesttS' r« C/7»tf i^ OaHteei 
' Mdniani/eftedfiff& bis ghry i ^»i/ fcV difdfles ieSevid 
in%im 

ISIsve tiiare than 6nce iaii bccztioii ibofXetHiy {kiti^it 
chief end St. Johfthilii'in VicWj wfien he wrotrfafs^g^fjpA^' 
Ivas to prove the divinity of Jesus Christ, [that Woli*# - 
who not only was from everlafting with God, bat alfo iHs _ 
i^alljrGoD blefied for evermore] againft thofe drch-herectW' 
Ebidft and OorinttuSi whofe pernicious principles tooififaw)i^ 
follow in thefe laft days. For this purpofe^ you »may ttJtn'^ 
notice^ that he is more particular than any other Erartgelift) 
in rdating our Lord's divine difcourfes^ as alfo thefl^idur 
miracles which he wrought^ not by a power derived frctti aliO^ 
ther^ like Mofes^ and other prophets, but from a pow^f iiih^ 
rent in himfelf. ^ 

The words of the text have a reference to a notable mJracte 
which CilRiST performed, and thereby gave proof of 'hid 
eternal power and Godhead. '' This beginning of miracles 
did Jrsue in Cana of Galilee, and manifefted forth his glory j 
and hisdifciples believed on him." 

The miracle here fpoken of, is that of our Lord's ttififin^ 
water into wine at a marriage feaft, I defign, at prefent, bf 
God's help, to m;»ke fome obfervations on the circumftancct 
^nd certainty of the miracle, and then conclude with {ota^ 
pr$ftkral'inllru£lions j that you, by hearing how Jesus Chrisv' 
has (hewed fbrth his glory, may^ by the operation of Gol>*» 
Spirit upon your hearts, with the difciples mentioned in thtf 
tex-t, be- brought to believe on hint. 



Irirji^ then, I would make iome obfervationd on the miracle 
.felf. 

Verfe i apd %, *f And ih^ thLpdda)aKere was a msuriagji 
n clna^of^iSakiie^ and thi^othtJbf Jt j^s wirsihereJArtS 
both Jesus was called, arid his dlfciples, to the marriage.'^ 
By our Lord's being at a. featt we pRa{ \wi\j that feafting 
upon folemn occaifions is not abfolutely unlawful : but thea 
WG muft be exceeding careful at fuch feafons, that thie occa- 
Go'n be folemn^ and that we go not for the fake of eating and 
drinking, but to edify one another in love. J^eafting in any, 
Dther manner, I think abfolutely unlawful fdr the followers 
of JesiT^ Christ": becaufe if we eat and drink out -of any 
other view, it cannot be to the glory, of God. Thc^fiin^f 
ttian, we know, " came eating and drinking." If a pharifee 
i&il^d him to come to his houfe, our LiORD went/ and fat 
do«rn with him. But then we find hi« difcourfe wM nlwfiy^ 
(uphas tended to the ufe of edifying* We may then, no} 
dquh^j go and do likewife. ^ 

.>Vi^.may obferve farther, thit if our LqrD was prefent^t a 
^^^Wtge- fcaft, then, to deny marriage to any order ofrmrn, 
iscerUiinlya '* do^ine of devils." *^ Marrijjge (fajw the \ 
AppIUe) is honourable in all." Oiir Lord graced a marriage 
feaft with, his firft publjc miracle. It was an inftitution. «f - 
QoD himfelf^ even in paradife : and therefore, no doubt^ 
^«Hf«il for all chriftians, even for thofe who are made pcrfi^^l 
"1 iipline^fs througl\. th^ faith of Jesus Christ. But|)he^^ 
^^ may learn the reafon why we have fo many unhappy asar- 
^^^e» io the world i it.is becaufe the parties concerned <l«iifi0t 
^^1 Jesus Christ by prayer, nor afk the advice of.hi^ true 
^^fcjples when tjiey are about to marry : No; Chrisjt and 
^ligion are the laft things that are cortfulted : and no wonder 
f^cn if matched of the devil's making (as ftll fuch are, which 
^O Gontraded only on account of outward beauty, or fdr 
Ifthy lucre's fake) prove moft nriiferable, and grievous to be 
^»e. 

I cannot but dwell a little on this particular, becaufe I am 
^tfuaded the devil cannot lay a greater fnare for young 
Hriftians, than to tempt them unequally to yoke. themfelvcs 
V'ldi unbelievers : as are all who are not born again of God. 
t^his was the fnare wherein the fon^ of God were entangled 
.Vol. VI. E before 
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before the flood, and one great caufe why OoD brought fha^ 
flood upon the world. For what fays Mofis^ Gen. vi. i, J. ^ 
«* The fons of God (the pofterity of pious Sith) faw th^ 
daughters of men, (or the pofterity of wicked Cain) that theji^ 
were fair, (not that they were pious) and they took then^ 
wives of all which they chofe :** not which GoD chofe fo^* 
them. What follows ? " And the LdRlO faid. My fpirit 
fliall not always ftrive with man, for that he alfo is flefli ;•* 
that is, even the few righteous fouls being now grown cartial 
by their ungodly marriages, the whole ^oiXd was altogether 
become abottiinable, and had made themfelves vefTcls of wrath 
fitted for deftruAion. I might inftance farther, the earethd 
ancient patriarchs took to chufe wives for their .children out 
of their own religious families j and it warone great mark <A 
Bfau's rebellion againft his father, that he took unto hifnMf 
iJvives of the daughters of the Canaanites^ Who were ftrangcm 
to the covenant of promife made unto his fathers. But I for<* 
bear. Time will not permit me to enlarge here. Let it 
fuiSce to advife all, whenever they enter into a marria^ ftate, 
tD hnitate the people of Cana in Galike^ to call CHmiSt* to 
the marriage : He certainty will hear and chufe f6r you ; and 
you will always find his choice to be the beft. He then will' 
diredl: you td fuch yoke-fellows as (hall be helps meet for you 
in the great work of your falvation, and then he will aifa 
enable you to ferve him without diftraflion, and caufe -ybu 
to walk, as ZachaYy and EUxaheth^ in all his commandments 
and ordinances blamelefs. 

But to proceed. Who thefe perfons were that called our 
Lord and his difciples to the marriage, is not certain. Sotn6' 
.(becaufe it is fold, that the mother of Jesus was there) have 
fiippofed that they were related to the Virgin, and that there- 
fore our Lord and his difciples were invited on her aCcbunt. 
However that be, it fl:iould feem they vi^ere not very rith, (for 
what had rich folks to do with a defj^ifed Jesus of Na%aMb, 
and his mean followers ?) becaufe we find they were uhfuN 
liiftied with a fufficient quantity of wine for a lafge coffiprany', . 
and therefore, *^ when they wanted wine, the mother of 
JJEsus,'' having, as it fliould feem by her applying to him fo ' 
readily on this occafion, even in his private life, feen fome 
inftanccs of his miraculous power, " faith unto him, They 

have 



[^7 3 

^awB lio Wine.*^ She thought it fufficient only to inform him 

Csf the wants of the hoft, knowiog that he was as ready to 
giv^ as flie to aflc. In this light the blefled Virgin*s jequeft 
appears to us at the iirft view | but if we examine our LoRl>*s 
anfwer, we (hall have reafon to think there was fomethvng 
V^hich was not right; for Jesus faith unto her^ ver. 4. 
•** Woman, what have I to do with thee?" Obferve, he 
calls her woman, not mother; to {hew her^ that though flie 
was his mother, as he was man, yet fhe was his creature, as 

. he was God. " Wh^t have I to do with thee ?'* Think 
you that I muft vvork miracles at your bidding ? Some have 
•thought that (he fpoke as though (he had an authority over 
him, which was a proud motion, and our Lord therefore 
checks her for it. And if Jesus Christ would not turn a 

• 'little water into wine, whilft he was here on earth, at her 
command, how idolatrous is that church, and how juftly do 
we fcparate from her, which prefcribes forms, wherein the 
Virgin is defired to command her Son to have compailiojn 
on us f 

But notwithftanding the holy Virgin was blameable in this 
refpeft, yet (he hath herein fet rich and poor an example 
which it is your duty to follow. You that are rich, and live 
in cieled houfes, learn of her to go into the cottages of the 
poor ; your Lord was not above it, and why (hould you ? 
And when you do vifit them, like the virgin-mother, examine 
their wants ; and when you fee they have no wine, and are 
ready to peri(h with hunger, (hut not up your bowels of com- 
paflion, but blefs the Lord for putting it in your power to 
•dminiftcr to their neceffities. Believe me^ fuch vifits would 
do you good. Yoii would learn then to be thankful that 
God has given you bread enough, and to fpare. And I slqx 
l^rfuaded, every mite that you beftow on feeding the hungry 
and doathing the naked difciples of Jesus Christ, will 
affi>rd you more fatisfa£lion at the hour of death^ and in the 
day of judgment, than all the thoufands fquandered away ia 
AaJis and a(remblies, and fuch like entertainments* 
^; You that are poor in this world's goods, and thereby arc. 
diYabled from helping, yet you may learn from the Virgin^ to 
pray for x>ne another. She could not turn the water into wine| 
but fkc could entreat her fon to do it : and fo may you ^ and 
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doubt not of the Lord'» hearing you j for God baa choTeft 
the poor in this world, rich in faith : and by your fervent 
prayers, you may draw down many a bleffing on your poor 
fcUoW- creatures, O that I may ever be remembered by you 
before the throne of our dear Lorjd Jesus ! But what Ihall 
we fay ? Will our Lord entirely difregard this motion of 
his mother ? No ; though he- check her with, '* Woman, 
what have I to do with thee?" yet he intimates that he 
would do as (he defxrcd by-and-by y " Mine hour is not yet 
come." As though he had faid. The wine is almoft, but not 
quite out j when they are come to an extremity, and fenfihk 
of the want of my aiTiftance, then will I ihew forth my gloi^, 
that they may behold it, and believe on me. . . 

Thus, Sirs, hath our Lord been frequently pleafed to de^l 
with me, and, I doubt not, with many of you alfo. Often, 
often when I have found his prefence a3 it were hidden fyom 
my foul, and his comforts well nigh gone, I have wen^t unto 
him complaining that I had no vifit and token of hi^ Jovf, 
as ufual. Sometimes he has feemed to turn a deaf eac t0i taaj 
rcqueft, and as. it were faid, '' What have I to do with tlio^ ?" 
which has made me go forrowing all the day long i fo ifoptii3| 
w^s I, and faithlefs before him : for I have always foufid b^ 
loved me notwithftanding, as he did Lazarus^ though be 
i^ayed two days after he heard he was fick. But whep t^f 
hour of extremity has been come, and my will broken^ fjt^^ 
hath he lifted up the light of his bleffcd countenance ^afrjp%j 
he has (hewed forth his glory, and made me afhamed A^r^^if- 
believing him, who often hath turned my water intq,yvi^» 
Be not. then difcouraged, if the Lord does not immedi^Kelj 
^em to regard the voice of yoyr prayer, when you cry unto 
him. , The holy Virgin we find was not j no,*fhe was coft^ 
vinced bis time was the beft time, and therefore,, yerfe 5, 
<* faith unto the fervants, (O that we could follow her ad- 
vice!) whatfoever he faith unto you, do it." 

And now, behold the hour is cotne, when the eternal SpA 
of God will Ihew forth his glory. The circumftance of th^ 
miracle is very iremarkablei ver..6. " And there were fet fyc 
-Waterrpots of water, after the manner of the purifying of fhe 
y^iws, c<?ntaining two or three firkins a-piece." The manner 
of this purifying wc have an account of in the other 
3 Evangelifts^ 
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Evangelifts, cfpccially St. Mark^ Who informs us, that the 
pfeirifces, and all the Jewsy except they wafh their h^nds oft, 
eat not ; and when they come from the market, except they 
vnfli they eat not. This was a fuperAlcious cuftom ; but, 
however, we may learn from it, whenever we come in 
from converftng with thofe that are without, to purify our 
hearts by felf-examination and prayer \ for it is hard to go 
through the world, and to be kept unfpotted from it. 

Obfcrve further, verfe 7, ** Jesus faith unto them," not 
to his own difciples, but unto the fervants of the houfe, who 
were Grangers to the holy Jesus, and whom the virgin had 
bef(N^. cbafrged to 1I0 'whatfoever he*faid unto them j "Fill 
the water-pots with water. And they filled them to the brim. 
And he faith unto them, draw out now, and bear^to the go- 
ym^oi thiB feaft. ' Arid they bear it." How our Lord 
twued the water into wine we are not told. What have we> 
tocfe wttfi that? Why fbould we defire to be wife above 
wha* is t^^rrtten ?' It is fufficient for the manifeftatlon of his 
gldri6?BS godhead, that we are affured he did- do it. For 
we ft^tdld," verfe 9, 10. *' When the raler of the feaft had 
trtetf-tlie "water that was made wine, and knew not whence it 
wis(but thefervants that drew the water knew) the gover-' 
IH^ df tW^ feaft called the bridegroom, and faith unto him^ 
evtffy man* at the beginning doth fet forth good wine, and 
wfitlA thfey have well drunk, that which is worle; but thou « 
hall^fcept the good wine until now." ^ 

'dPd'^pWVi this paffage, you muft obferve, it was the cuf-' 
ftW^'brthfe |^c/)r, ^ndy evefn of the heathens thcmfelvcs, (to 
thfefftkiiife of dur chriflSah baptized heathens be it fpoken) at 
thfeir public feafts to chufe a governor, who was to ovcrfee and" 
regulate the behaviour of the guefts, and to take care that all* 
things were carried on with deceiicy and order. To this per- 
fcn then did the fervants bear the wine*; and we may judged 
how rich it waS by his commendation of it, " Every man at 
the beginning, &c."' Judge ye then, whether Jesus did not- 
ft^ forth his glory, and whether you have not good rcafon,' 
Ifkethe difciples here mentioned, to believe on him ? 

Thus, my brethren, I have endeavoured to make fome ob- 
fervatiohs on the miracfe iifelf.' But alas ! this is only thq 
outward cgUrt thercof^'the veil js yet before our.ejtcs ; tura 
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that afidc, and we (hall fee fuch myfteries under it, is wiB 
make our hearts to dance for joy, and fill our mouths with 
praife for evermore ! 

But here I cannot help remarking ?vhat a fad inference 
one of our matters of Ifraelj in a printed fermon^ has lately 
drawn from this commendation of the bridegroom. Hit 
words are thefe. ** Our blefled Saviour came eating and 
drinking, was prefent at weddings, and other entertainments* 
(though I hear of his being only at one j) nay, at one of them 
(which I fuppofe is that of which I am now difcourfing) 
worked a miracle to make wine, when it is plain there had 
been more drank than wa^ ahfolutely neccffary for the fuppott 
of nature, and confequently fomething had been indulged to 
pleafure and chearfulnefs."* 

I am forry fuch wCrds (hould come from the mouth and pen 
of a dignified clergyman of the Church of England. Alas ! 
how is (be fallen ! or at leaft, in what danger muft her tot«r 
tering ark be, when fuch unhallowed hands are ilretched out 
to fupport it 1 Well may I bear patiently to be ftilcd a bhiA 
phemer, and a fetter forth of ftrange dodrines, wheh my dear 
Lord Jesus is thus traduced ; and when thofc who pretend 
to preach in his name, urge this example to patronize licen* 
tioufnefs and excefs. It is true (as I obferved at the b^in- 
ning of this difcourfe) our blefled Saviour did come eating and 
drinking ; he was prefent at a wedding, and other enttertain^ 
ments ; nay, at one of thefcn worked a miracle to make Y^inc, 
. (you fee I have' been making fome obfervations on it) but then 
it is not plain there had been more wine dr^nk than was abr 
folutely neceflary for the fupport of nature ; much lefs dofcs it 
appear, that fomething had been indulged to pleafure and 
charfulnefs. 

The governor does indeed fay, ** When men have well 
drunken," bitt it no where appears that they were the tntn. 
Is it to be fuppofed, that the moft holy and unfpotted Lamh 
of God, who was manifefled to defliroy the works of the de-> 
vil, and who, when at a Pharifee's houfe, took notice of even 
the geftures of thofe 'wi^ith whom he fat at meat; is it to b^ 
fuppofed, that our dear Redeemer, whofe condant practice 
it was to tell people they mtift deny themfelves, and take up 

♦ jBec Or? 7n«f '8 CruKm t^wh being njlu^oiia ovcr-iBiich, p. 17. 
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^Ifteii' croiles daily ; who bid his difx^iples to take hcsd, left at 
Hny time their hcarti might be over-charged with furfeiting 
*nd drunkfnnefs ; can it be fuppofed, that fach a rdf-denying 
JuW9 (bould now turn fix largp water-po^of water into th^ 
richeft wine, to encwragc exceft and drMnkenncfs in peffons, 
«rho, according to thi§ writer, had indulged to pleafgrc aq4 
cbewfulnefs already ? Had pur LoRP fat by, and feen theoj 
indulge, without felling theoi of it, would it not be a fin? 
But to intinuace he not o^ly did this, \}ut alfo turned water 
ixito wine, to increafe that indulgence ^ this is mjiking Christ 
a minifter of fin indeed. What is this» but ufing him like tb^ 
Pharifeetof old, who called him ^ glutton, and a wine-bibber i 
Alas ! how may we expe<3; pur dear ]LoRp's enemies will 
treat him, when be is thus wounded in the houfe of his kem^ 
ing friends ? Sirs, if ypu follow fuch do^flrine as this, yo4» 
will not be righteous, but I aip perAi^ed you will b^ wUif4 

i But God forbid you fkould tbijnk our I^ord behaved fp 
much unlike himfelf in this matter. No, he had nobler end^ 
in view, when he wrought itfais mu^ch. One, the evangel!^ 
fxientions in the words of the text, " to (hew forth his glory," 
or to give a proof of his eternal poiiv^r and godhead. 

|Iere feems to be an allufion to th^ appearance of Gop in 
the tabernacle, which this fame eya^gelift t^k^s ;nptice of ii^ 
bis firft chapter, where he fays, ^* The Wprd (]esv$ 
Christ) . was made ile{fa, jind dv^elt (or, as it is rendered in 
the margin, tabernacled) amongft tis." Our -dear Lord, 
though very Goj> x)f very Gop, and alfp moft perfect and 
glorious in himfelf as man, was pleafed to throw a veil of flefi^ 
over this his great glory, when became to make his foul an 
offerijig for fin. And that ihe world might know and believe 
in h'xm as the Saviour of all men« ke performed many miracles, 
and this in particular ; (<x thu^ fpeak^ the evangeliflp ^^ Thi« 
£rft," &C- 

. This then was the chief tdefign of our Lord's turning the 
water into wine. But there are more which our Lord may 
-be fijppofed to have had in yiew» foq[>e of which I {ball proceed 
to fx>entioo. 

S££Oudfy^ he might do tihi^ to reward the hod for calling 
iunA and his difc^ples tp the -marriag<e. j£s&^s Christ will 

. E 4 * ' 'ftot 



C >2 ] 

fiot be behmd-hand virfththcifc whD receive him or bis follow^ 
^T6y for his ntme's fake. - Thofe who thus honour him, he 
will honour. A cup of cold water given in the name of a 
difclple, (hall in no wife lofe its reward. He will turn wates 
ifito wine. Though thofe Svho abound in alms-deeds, out 
jpf a true f^ith in, and love -for Jpsus, may fceni as it were 
Vd throw their bread upon the tvaters, yet they (hall find it 
^gttin after many days. For they who give to the poor out 
of this principle, lend unto the Lord ; and look, whatfoever 
they lay out, it (ball be repaid them again. Even in this life, 
God often orders good meafure preifed'down and running 
over, to be returned into his fervants bbfom9. • It is the fame 
If! fplrTtuals. To him that hath, andimproves what he hath, 
for the fake of Christ and his difc!{)les, (hall be given, and 
be (hall have abundance. Brethren, I would not boaft; 
buf, to my mafter's honour and free grace be it fpoken, I can 
prove this to be true by happy experience. When I have cotH 
(idered that I am a child, and cannot fpeak, and have faeii fo 
many of you come out into the wildernefs to be fed, I have 
often faid within myfelf, what can I jlo with my liule (lock 
<>f grace and knowledge among fo great a multitude ? Bur, 
at my LoRt>'s command, I have given you to eat of fuch fpi- 
ritu«i food as I had, and before I have done fpeaking, have 'had 
my foul richly fed with the bread which, coroeth down from 
heaven. Thus (ball it be done to all fuch who are willing 
to fpend and be fpent for Christ or his difeiples^ for tber^ 
IB no rcfpeft of perfons with God. » i. 

' Thirdly^ Our Lord's turning the. water, which was poured 
out fo plentifully, into wine, is aXigmof the plentiful pour-r 
ing out of his Spirit into the hearts pf believers. The holy 
Spirit is in fcripture compared- unto wine;, and therefore 
^ prophet calls us to buy wine as«.well as milk, that is, the 
fpirit of k)ve,iwhich fills and gladdens the foul as it were with 
new wine, The apoftle alludes to this, when be bids the 
Aphcfians '^ not*to be drunk with wioe^ wherein is excefs, 
but be filled with: the Spirit." And our Lord (hews us thus 
much by chufmg-winej to(h0w. 'forth the (Irength and re- 
fi'sfhment of his blood, in the.blefled facrament. 1 know 
thqfe terms arc um'ntellrgible to natural men, they can no 
niore'Underilavid me, th^in if 1 fpake to them in an unknown 
Wrtigue, for they are only to be fpixitually difcerned. To 

yo^ 
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y.Qu then that as^ fpiritqal do I (peak, to you who are juftw 
^€d bjn faith) and feel the. blefled Spirit ofjssus Chr/s^'p 
:^^orkiBg upon your hearts, you can judge of what I fay ; yo^ 
Jk^^avQ already (I sun per fuaded), been as it were filled with new 
^^ine by the infpiration of his Holy Spirit. But aks i you 
S^ave not yet had half your portion ; thefe are only eacneft^, 
^nd in comparifon but (hadows of good things to cpme j our 
XoRD keeps^ his beft wine for you till the laft; and though 
70U have drank deep of it already, yet he intends to give you. 
»iore ; He will not leave you, 'till he has fille<i you to the brim, 
- 'till you are ready to cry out, Lord, fiay thine hand^ thy poor 
ereatures x:ant hold no more I Be not ftraitened in your own 
bowels, ftnce Jesvs Christ is not ftraitened in his. Open 
your hearts as wide 4s ever you will, the Spirit of the Lorq' 
(hall fill them. Christ deals with true believers, as Elijah did 
with the poor woman, whofeoil increafed, to pay her huiband'5 
debts ; as long as (he brought pitchers, the oil continued. It 
cjid not ceafe till fhe ceafed bringing vcflcls to contain it. My 
bcethren, our hearts are like thofe pitchers ; open them freely 
by faith, and the oil of God's, free gift, the oil of gladneftf the 
love of God through Christ, (hall be continually pouring* 
in ; for believers are to be filled with all the fulnefsof God. . 
Fourthly^ Our Lord^s turning water into wine, and keep* 
ing the beft until laft, may ihew forth the glory of the Jatter 
days of his marriage feaft with his church. Great things-Gon 
has done already, whereat millions of faints have r^oiced^ 
and do yet rejoice. Great things God is doing now,. but 
yet, my brethren, we (hall fee greater things than thefe. It 
is meet, right, and ourbounden duty, to give thanks unto Goi>^ 
even the Father 5 for many righteous men have defired to fee 
•the things which we fee, and have not fccn them j and to 
hear the things which we hear, and have not heard them. But 
&\\\ there are more excellent things behind. Glorious things 
arc fpoken of thefe times, ** when the earth (hall be filled 
with' the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters covfir the 
fca." There is a general expedlatron among the people of 
God, when the partition-wall betwe^a y#aA and Gentile (hall 
be broken down, and all Ifra^l be favcd. Happy thofe v/ho 
live when God does this* Tbeyihall fee 5^/^;/, like light- 
ning, fall from heaven. They {hall notw^ep^ as ^c Jews 
did at the building of the fccond temple. No, they (ball re- 
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joicc with exceeding great joy. For all the former glory of — = 
the chriftian church (ball be nothing in compfarifon of that~-' 
glory wiiich (hall excel, l^hen (hall they cry out with the 
governor of the fcaft, '' thou haft kept thy good wine utitil 
now!'' = 

Fifthljy and laftly, This {hews us the 'happinefs of that=^ 
bleflfed ftate, when we (hall ail fit together at the marriagc^^ 
fupper of the Lamb, and drink of the new wine in bis ctcmat^= 
jmd glorious kingdom ! 

The rewards which Jesus Christ confers on Ms faithful 

fervants, and the comforts of his love wherewith he comforts— 
them, whilft pilgrims here on earth, are often fo exceeding* 
great, that was it not promifed, it were almoft prefumptioifcr 
for them to hope for any reward hereafter. But, my brethren^ 
all the manifeftations of Qod that we can poi&bly be favoured 
with here, when compared with the glory that is to b» 
revealed in us, are no more than a drop of water whet^ 
compared with an unbounded ocean. Though Christ 
frequently fills his faints even to the brim, yet their cor- 
ruptible bodies weigh down their foufs^ and cauie them to 
cry> " Who (hall deliver us from thefc bodies of death ?" 
Thefe earthly tabernacles can hold no more : But, blefled be 
God, thefe earthly tabernacles are to be diflblved ; this cor- 
ffiptible/is to put on incorruption ; this mortal is to put on 
immortality : and when God (hall caufe ali his glory to paft 
before us, then (hall we cry out. Lord, thou haft kept thy 
good wine until now. We have drank deeply of thy fpirtt; 
we have heard glorious things fpoken of this thy city, O 
God ! but we now find, that not the half, not the thoufandth 
part hath been told us. O the invi^fible realities of the wodd' 
•of faith ! Eye hath not feen, ear hath not heard, neither hath 
It entered into the heart Of the greateft faint to conceive, how 
Christ will (hew forth his glory there ! St. Pauh, who was 
carried up into the third heavens, could give us little or no 
account of it. And well he might not— for he heard and faw 
fuch things as if not poffible for a man cloathed with flefli 
and blood to utter. Whilft J am thinking, and only fpeaking 
of thofe things unto you, I am almoft carried beyond myielf* 
Methinks, I now receive fome little foretaftes of that new 
wine which I -hope to'drinktrith pu in the heavenly king^ 
dom for ever and ever. 
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And wherefore doyou think I have been faying thcfe things ? 
3Iany, perhaps, may be ready to fay, To manifeft thy own 
Tain-glory. JBut it is a fmall matter with me to be judged of 
man's judgment. He that judgeth me is the Load. He 
knows that I have fpoken of his miracle, only for the fame 
end for which he at firft performed it, and which I at firft pro* 
pofed, that is, ^' to (hew forth his glory," that you alfo may 
be brought to believe on him. 

Did I come to preach myfelf, and not Christ Jesus my 
Lord, I would come to you, not in this plainnefs of fpeech, 
but with the enticing words of man's wifdom. Did I defire 
to pleafe natural men, I need not preach here in the wilder* 
iiefs. I hope my heart aims at nothing elfe, than what our 
^ Lord's great fore-runner aimed at, and which ought to be 
Che bufinefs of every gofpel minifter, that is, to point Out to 
you the God-man Christ Jesus. " Behold then (by faith 
behold) the Lamb of God, who taketh away the lins of the 
^vorld." Look unto him, and be (aved. You have heard 
liow he manifefted, and will yet manifeft his glory to true be* 
lievers ; and why then, O finners, will you not believe ia 
liim ? I fay, O fkiners, for now I have fpoken to thefaints, I 
)iave ^many things to fay to you. And may GoD give. you 
;dl an hearing ear, and an obedient heart 1 ^ 

The Lord Je^us who (hewed forth his glory above 1700 
years ago, has made a marriage feaft, and ofiers to efpoofe 
HI finn^s to himfelf, and to make them fie(h of his flefli, an€l 
bone of his bone. , He is willing to be united to you by one 
ipirit. In every age, at fundry times, and after.divers mao« 
nersy he hath fent forth Wm fervants, and they had hiddea 
many^ but yet, my brethren, there is room. The LoRO 
therefore now has given a commiffion in tbefe laft days to 
others of his fervants, even to compel fK)or ^nsers by the 
lords of love to come in. For our mafier's boufe muft an4 
ih^ be filled. He will not &ed bis pr-ecious blood in vaii3« 
Come then, come to the marriage. Let this be the day of 
your efpoufals virith Jesus C|fRiaT| he is willing to receive 
you, though other lords have had dominion over yoii. Come 
;dien to the marriage. Behold the oxen and fatlings ans 
killed, and all things aije ready ; let me hear you iay, as 
Jiibfcoa did, when they ^ed btr^ whether ihe vmild ^ aod 
5 'be 
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be a wife to lfaac\.0 ]ct me hear you fay, we will conis, 

Indeed you will not repent it. The Lord (hall turn your — 
water into. wine. He (hall fill' your fouls with marrow and """ 
fataefs, and caufe you to praife him- with joyfullips. 

■ Do not fay, you are miferable, and poor, and blind, and - 
naked, and therefore aOiamed to come, for it i8 to fuch that ^ 
this, invitation is now. fent;. The polite, the rich, the btify, -' 
felf- righteous Pharifees of this generation have been bidden^ 
already^ but they have rejedted the counfel of God againft 
theoifelves. They are too deeply engaged in going, one to- 
his country houfe, another to his merchandize. They are fo 
deeply wedded to the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, - 
that they, as it were with one confent, have made excufe. And ' 
though they have been often called in their own fynagogiiesv 
yet ail the return they make, is to thruft us out, and thereby 
in efl'eft fay, they will not come. But God forbid, my bre^' 
thcep, that you Ihould learn of them \ no, fince our LoRai 
condefcends to call iirft, (becaufe if left to yourfelves youf 
W0^ld never call after him) let me befeech you to anfwer bbn^' 
a^.he anfwe^ed for you, when called upon by infinite oflPeodiBd' 
ju^io; to die for your fins, ^' Lo ! I come to do thy will, rO 
God !" What if you are miferaUe, and poor, and bt«nd|, abd 
naked, that is no excufe ; faith is the only wedding ga#mdnt 
wihich Chris^t requires; he does not call you betsmfr y<fUr 
aloesbdy are, but becaufe he intends to make you faiif|>s; ' ft 
pities him to fee you naked. He wants to cover you 'WW* Wf 
righteoufnefs. In (hort, be defires to fliew fdfth 4¥fs' ^fe^, 
thitis, his free love through your faith in hito. Not'tttt 
» thathe will be glorified, whether lyOu bdievfe in Wtti tjt WsJi? * 
for the infinitely free love of Jesus Chtrist will be evwr tt6 
fame, whether you fceKevejt, and {o receive it, or fhe «m*! 
tcary. ' But our LcRD"Wfll not always fend out his fervahi^iH 
vain,' to call you \ the tima will come Swhen^ he will 'fay, Norfd 
of thofe which were bidden, aHd would riot come, fhaH tbfle 
of my fupper. Our^EoRD is a GotJ of juftice,' as welF^^ of 
love ; 'and'if finrttrs Will rk)t*tak-e hold of- his^ golden fceptrb, 
verily hrwHl bruife them with his iron rod. It is* for yoiiir 
fakes, Ofinivers, and not his own, that he thus condefcends 
to invite you : fufier him th^n to (hew forth hts glory, even 
the gloty of the exceediing rWhes of his free grace, by befiev^ 
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ing on him> " For we arc faved by graw thtoagh ftiifh:** n 
was gi;ace, free grace, thit moved the Father fo Xo kht 
the worldy as to ^' give his only begotten Son, that '^h^fei' 
ever believeth.in him (bould iu>t perifh, but have cVerkiftiih^ 
life !*' It was grace, that made the Son to conid down ahd 
di€« It was grace, free grace, that moved the Holy Ghoft* 
to ttfldertsike to faddify the tloSt people of God : and it w^#' 
grace, free grace, that moved our Lord Jbsus Cn&i^r to' 
fend forth his.minifters to call poor finners this day. Lee mt 
notth^n, my brethren^ go without my errand* Why- will' 
ypunot helipve ia^bifiif^ Will the devil do fuch great and 
gocxl thiqgs for yoti as Ch&ist will ? No indeed, he will not^ 
Perhaps, he. may give you to drink at firft of a little brutiQi 
pleaAire 3 but what will he give you to drink at laft ? a cup 
of fury and of tremblitng; a never-dying worm, a felf«con« 
demning confcience, and >the bitter pains of efternal death. 
Biit as: for the fervancs of. Jesus Christ, it is not (b with 
theiQi - No, he keeps bis beft wine till the laflv And th<y(ffgfh 
he«Day cavfe you to drink of the brook in the way to heaven, 
afid-ofillhe^up of affliSion, yet he fweetens it vfith r CetiCt 
ofhis goodnefsy and makes it pleafant drink, AiCb' afs iheit^. 
foyfedolove. , I appeal to the expedience of any faint hiei%^ 
prefenti (as I doubt not but there are many fuch in this field) 
whether Christ has not proved faithful, ever iince^ou ha0^ 
bsen ^(ppufed to hijH? Has he not {hewed forth his gieryv 
ever fin^e you 4>ftve. believed on him ? 

Afld now, ifmners^iVhat have you to obje£l ? I fee y^giu 
a|ip.fill.fil?nt, .^nd well you may. For if you will not be 
df^Wfi -by t)?fs cord^ of .inlinite and everlafting love, whattwUl^ 
draw you ?, I could urgenaany terrors of the Lord to per^* 
fuadcyon; but if the love ofjEsuj Christ will not con-- 
firain you, your^ cafe ie defperate. , Remrmbo- tben^^tbis d^ 
I'haye invited.all, even the worft of finmefs, to be married to 
the Lord Jbs.us. If you perUh, remembef you dornot perifh 
fox lack of invitation. You yourfelvtes (hall ftand forth at the 
laftday, and I. here give you a-jfanwaons to meet i me 'at the 
judgment feat of Christ, and to dear both my matter and 
me. Would weeping, would tears prevail on you, I could 
wi(h my head were waters, and my eyes fountains of tears, 
^bat I might weep out every argument, and melt, you into 

love* 
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love. Would any thing I could do or fuSer, influence youS 
hearts, I think I could bear to pluck out my eyes, or evei" 
to Jay down my life for your fakes. Or was I fure to prevar'" 
oil you by importunity, I could continue my difcourfe til 
midnight, I would wrefile with you even till the morning 
watch, as jfacob did vrith the angel, and would not go awa^ 
till I had overcome. But fuch power belongeth only unt« 
the Lord, I can only invite ; it is He only can work in yoa 
both to will and to do after his good pleafure ; it is his pro- 
perty to take away the heart of ftone, and give you a hear 
of flefh ; it is his fpirit that muft convince you of unbelieF 
and of the cverlafting righteoufnefs of his dear Son j it is Hm 
alone muft give faith to apply his righteoufnefs to your hearts 
it is He alone can give you a wedding garment, and brine 
you to fit down and drink new wine In his kingddm. As 
to fpirituals we are quite dead, and have no more power to 
turn to God of ourfelves, than Lazarus had to raife hifnfeir, 
after he had lain ftinking in the grave four days^. If thod 
canft go, O man, and breathe upon all the dry bones that 
lye in the graves, and bid them live ; if thou canft take thy 
mantle and divide yonder river, as Elijah did the river Jorden^ 
then will we believe thou'haft a power to turn to God of thy- 
fclf: But as thou muft defpair of the one, fo thou muft dc* 
fpair of the other, without Christ's quickening grace ; io 
him is thy only help ; fly to him then by faith j fay unto 
him, as the poor leper did, ** Lord, if thou wilt/* thoii 
canft make me willing ; and he will ftrtftch forth the right** 
hand of his power to aflift and relieve you : He wiH fwectly 
guide you by his wifdom on earth, and afterwards take you 
up to partake of his glory in heaven. 

To bis mercy therefore, and Almighty protection, do I e»r- 
neftly, humbly, and moft afFedionately commit you 2 tbt 
Lord blefs you and keep you; the Lord lift up th« 
light of bis blefled countenance upon you, and give yoa 
all peace and joy io believing, now and for evernaore I 
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SERMON XXXVir. 

The Duty of fcarching the Scriptures. 

JoH N V. 39. 

Search the Scriptures. 

^t 1| TITEN the Sadducccs came to our blefftd LoRi>, and 
W put to him the queftion, " whofe wife, that woman 
Should be in the next life, who had fevcn hulbands in this,'* 
^e told thto ** they erred, not knowing the fcriptures.*^ 
JVnd if we would know whence all the errors, that hzvt 
^Bvcr-fpread the church of CmrisT, firft arofe, we (houM find 
that, in a great meafure, they flowed from the fam^ fountalh, 
ignorance of the word of GoD. 

Oiir blefied Lord, though he was the eternal God, yet as 
man, he made the fcriptures his c6nftant rule and guide. And 
therefore, when he was aflced by the lawyer, which was the. 
great commandhieint of the law, he referred him to his Bible 
for an anfwcr, " What readeft thou ?'* And thus, when fed 
by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil, he repelled all his 
aflanlts, with « it is written.** 

A fufficient confutation this, of their opinion, who fay^ 
" the Spirit only, and not the Spirit by the Word, is to bo 
our rule of a£lion.** If fo, our Saviour, who had the Spirit 
i^hhout mea'fcire, needed not alvtrays have referred to the 
written \^ord. 

But hoiir few copy after the example of Christ ? How 
• many are fhefe who do not regard the word of God at all, 
bot throw thf* facred oracles alide, as an antiquated book, fit 
Cnly for illiterate men ? 

Such do greatly err, not knowing ^rfwat the fcriptures are. 
Or for what they are defigned. 

I (hall. 



I fliall, therefore, 

Firjly SJbcw, that it is every one's duty to (iarch thciti. 

And^ Sicmdlyi Lay down fome diredtions for you^ Co feareii 
• ' them with advantage. 

L I am to fhew) that it is every perfon's duty to fearcb thef 
Scriptures* .. r 

By the Scriptures, I underftand the law and the prophets^ 
and thofe books which have in ail ages been accounted tzn6- 
nica), and which make up that volume c^mmmonly called thd 
Bibfe. 

Thefe are emphMlcally ftfled thcf Seripiureiy and, in ond 
place, the *' Scriptures of Truth," as though no other book^ 
deferved the name of true writings or fcripture in compartfon 
bf them. ■ ■ *' 

They are not of any private interpretation^ authority, or- 
invention, but holy men of old wrote them, as they wert 
moved by the Holy Ghoft, 

The foundation of QoD*s revealing himfelf thus to toan^ 
kiltdf was our fall in jtdam^ and the lieceffity of our new birlii 
in Christ Jesus. And if we fearch the fcriptures as wte 
ought, we ihall find the fum and fubfiance, the Alpbd^ and 
Omega^ the beginning and end of them, is to lead us 'to k 
knowledge of thefe two great truths. • 

All the threats, promifcs and precepts, all the exhottation5 
and do£lrincs contained therein, all the rites, ceremonies smd 
facrifices appointed under the y^ufijh law; nay, almc^-ftU the 
hiftorical parts of holy fcripture, fuppofe our being fallen m 
Mam^ and either point out to us a Mediator to come^ or fpeaie 
of him as already come in the flefti. 

Had man continued in a ftate of innocence^ he would not 
have needed an outward revelation j becaufe the law of Go£> 
wai fo deeply written in the tables of his heart. But having 
eaten the forbidden fruit, he incurred the difpleafure of God,- 
;^nd loft the divine Image, and, therefore, without an exter- 
nal revelation, could never tell how God would be reconciled' 
unto him, or how he fliould be fayed from the mifery andi 
4aikne£s of his fallen nature. 
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'that thefe truths are fo, I need not refer you to inf othef 
tookj than yoiir own hearts. 

For uhlefs we are fallen creatures, whence tho(e#ftbominabld 
corruptioos which da^y arife i|x,our heartis ? We could not 
come thus corrupt oiit of the hands of our Maker^ becaufe he 
being goodnefs itfelf could malee nothing but what is like 
himfclfj holy, jtiA, and good. And that wc wint to be defi- 
vcred from thefe diforders of our nature, is evident^ becaufit 
we find an unwiliingnefs within ourielves to Own we are tbiis 
ilepraved, and are always ftriving to appear to others of 9 
quite different frame and (emper of mind than what we are, 

I appeal to the experience of the mod learned difputer 
againft divine revelation, whether he does Hot find in himfelf^ 
that he is naturally proud, angry, revengeful, and full of- 
mher pai&ons contrary to the purity^ holinefs, snd long-fuf'* 
fcring of God. And is not this a demonftration that fome 
^y or other he is fallen from God f And I appeal alfo^ 
wtietber at the fame time that he finds thefe hurtful Iufi9 in 
tis heart, he docs iiot ftrive to feem amiable, courteous, kin4<. . 
2nd affable ; and h not this a manifeft proof, that he is fep- 
Hble^he is miferable, and wants, he knows not how, to be CfK^ 
de«ned or. delivered from it ? ? 

H^re then^ God by his word fteps in, and opens to hi^ 
view fuch a fipene of divine love, and infinite goodnefs in tbe < 
noly fcriptures, that hone but men, of fuch corrupt and/e? < 
Pi'9}>ate,^.ii^^au our modern deiils, would (hut their eyes 
^g^ioft U. , , . 

Wb»t .^ofs GoDt in b|s written word do more or lefs, thaa 
^^W ibee, Qjonao, bow thou art fallen into that blindnefs^ ^ 
^*i*kiief«i. and mifery, of which thou feeleft and tomplaineft^: 
^Hi], at the fame time, he poiots out the way to what, thou 
'^^fircft, even how thou mayeft be redeemed out of it by bip-* 
'*®Ving in, and copying after the Son of bis love, 

-As I told yod Before, fo t tell you again, upon thefe tw0f 
^^Uths reft all divine revelatiori. It being given us for nd 
^^hter end, but to Ihew us our mifery, and our happihcfs j our . 
*^'l and recovery j or, in one worcl, after wh^t manner we 
^*^<l in Jdanij and bow in Chrjst we may again be made 
alive. 

A^oL. VI. F Hence 
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Hence then artfes the neceffity of fearching the fcripturcs 
for fince they are nothing elfe but the grand charter of ou. 
falvation, the revelation of a covenant made by God wit I 
men in Christ, and a light to guide us into the way C3 
peace ; it follows, that all are obliged to read and fearcl 
them, bccaufe all are equally fallen from God, all equally 
ftand in need of being informed how they muft be reftored to 
and again united with him. 

How fooliflily then do the difputing infidels of this geno 
ration aft, who are continually either calling for figns fran 
heaven, or feeking for outward evidence to prove the truth o 
divine revelation ? Whereas, what they fo earneftly feek fa 
is nigh unto, nay, within them. For let them but conful 
their own hearts, they cannot but feel what they want. Le 
them but confult the lively oracles of God, and they canno 
but fee a remedy revealed for all their •♦ants, and that the 
written word does as exaftly anfwer the wants and defires oi 
their hearts, as face anfwers to face in the water. Where 
then is the fcribe, where is the wife, where is the fdlidity of 
tfie reafoning of the difputers of this world? Has not GoP 
tevealed himfejf unto them, as plain as their own hearts could 
wifh ? And yet they require a fign : but there (hall no other 
fign be given them. For if they believe not a revelation 
which is every way fo fuited to their wants, neither will thejT 
be perfuaded though one (hould rife from the dead. 

But this difcourfe is not dcfigned fo much for them that: 
believe not, as for them, who both know and believe that ther 
fcriptures contain a revelation which came from God, and 
that it is their duty, as being chief parties concerned, not 
only to read but fearch them ajfo. 

I pafs on, therefore, in the . 

Second place, to lay down fome diredions, how you mzf 
fearch them with, advantage. 

FirJ^i Have always in view, the end for which the fcrip- 
tures were written, even ^o fliew us the way of falvation, bi 
Jesus Christ. 

'* Search the fcriptures," fays our blefled Lord, *^ for thej 
are they that teftify of me.*' Look, therefore, always fcT 
Christ in the fcripturc. He is the treafure hid in the fielJ 

. boti 



bo'.! 



[ 83 3 

both 6f the QM and New Teftament. In the Oidj you will 
find him under prophcfies, types, facrificcs, and (hadows ; in 
the New, manifeftcd in the flefli, to become a propitiation for 
our fin$ as a Prieft, and as a Prophet to reveal the whole will 
of his heavenly Father. 

Have Christ, then, always in view when you are reading 
the word of God, and this, like the Aar in the ead, will 
guide you to the Meffiah^ will ferve as a key to every thing 
that is obfcure, and unlock to you the wifdom and riches of 
all the myfteries of the kingdom of God. 

Secondly^ Search the fcriptures with an humble child-like 
difpofition. 

For whofoever does not read them with this temper j (hall 
in no wife enter into the knowledge of the things contained in 
them. For God hides the fenfe of them, from thofe that are 
Wife and prudent in their own eyes, and reveals them only to 
babes in Chuist : who think they know nothing yet as they 
«>\ight to know; who hunger and thirft after righteoufnef§, 
And hunibly defire to be fed with the fmcere milk of the word, 
that they may grow thereby. 

Fancy yourfelvcs^ therefore, when you are fearching the 
ieripturtes, efpecially when you are reading the New Tefta- 
«rient, to'be with Mary fitting at the feet of the holy Jesus.j 
^xid be as willing to learn what GoD (hall teach you, as Sa^- 
^9tuil was, when he faid^ '^ Speak, Lord, for thy fervant 
hcareth." 

Oh that the unbelievers would pull down every high 

thought and imagination that exalts itfelf againft the revealed 

"^ill of God ! O that they would, like new-born babes, defire 

tcbc fed with the pure milk of the word I then we {hould have 

them no longer fcoffing at Divine Revelation, nor would they 

read the Bible any more with the fame intent the Philijiims 

brought out SampfoUy to make fport at it ; but they would fee 

the divine image and fuperfcription written upon every line. 

They would hear God fpeaking unto their fouls by it, and, 

confcquently, be built up in the knowledge and fear of him, 

^ho is the Author thereof. 

Thirdly y Search the fcriptures, witU a fincere intention to 
PW in pradlice what you read. 

F 2 A de* 
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A defirc to do the will of God is the only way to know le | 
if iany man will do my will, fays Jfsus Christ, " He (hall 
know of my doftrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
fpealc of myfclf.'* As he alfo fpeaks in another place to hit 
difciples, " To you, (who are willing to pradifc your duty ) 
it is given to know the myftcries of the kingdom of GoD, 
but to thofe that are without, (who only want to rsufe cavili 
againft my doflrine) all thefe things are fpbken in parablcs» 
that feeing they may fee and not ondcrftatid, and hearing they 
may hear and not perceive." 

Fof it is but juft in God to fend thofe ftrong deluftons, 
that they may believe a lie, and to conceal the knowledge oS 
himfelf from all fuch as do not feek him with, a iingle in-' 
tent ion. 

Jesus Christ is the fame now, as formerly^ to thofe wb<^ 
defire to know from his word, who he is that they may be- 
lieve on, and live by ; and to him he will reveal himlielf ai 
clearly as he did to the woman of Samaria^ when he faid, *• I 
that fpeak to thee am he," or as he did to the man that was 
born blind, whom the Jews had caft out for his name's fakd, 
** He that talketh with thee, is he." But to thofe who con- 
fult his word with a defire neither to know him, nor keep his 
vcommandments, but either merely for their entertainment^ or 
to fcofF at the fimplicity of the manner in which b^ ia re- 
vealed, to thofe,. I fay, he never will reveal himfelf, though 
they fliould fearch t^ie fcriptures to all eternity. As j|^. nevw 
would tell thofe whether he was the Meffiah or not, who 
put that qucftion to him either out of curiofuy, oi:.'lh^itbcjr 
might have whereof to accufe him. . . ,. ,^, 

Fourthly^ In order to fearch the fcriptures ftill mor§ j^ffec- 
tually, make an application of every thing you read lo your 
own hearts. 

For whatever was written in the book of God, was written 
for our learning. « And what Christ faid unto thofe afore- 
time, we muft look upon as fpoken to us alfo : for fince the 
holy fcriptures are nothing but a revelation from God, how 
fallen man is to be reftored by Jesus Christ : all tbe. pre- 
cepts, threats, and promifes, belong to us and to our chil- 
dren, as well as to thofe, to whom they were immediately' 
-made known. 

I Thus 
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Thus the Apoftle, when h^ tells us that h^ livccj by the 
faith of the Son of Goq, adds, << who died and gave himfelf 
for me." It is this application of Jesus Christ to our 
hearts, that makes his redemption effedual to each of us. 

And it is this application of all the doctrinal and hiftoricai 
parts of fcripture, when we are reading them over, that muft 
render them profitable to us, as they were defigned for reproof, 
ft>r corre£tton, for inftru^ioa in righteoufnefs, and to make 
ei^^ery child 6rf Gop perfedl, thoroughly furnifhcd to every 
good work« 

I dat^ appeal to the experience of every fpiritual reader of 
holy Hvrit, whether or not, if he confulted the word of Gop 
in this' manner, 'he was not at all times and at all fcafons, a$ 
plainly directed how to a£l, as though he ha,d confulted th.Q 
■tJrim and Thummira, which was upon the higU-prieft's 
J^eafl:*'' For this is the way God now reveals himfelf to man ; 
^^of by making new revelations, but by applying general 
^liing^'thac are revealed already to every finccrc reader's heart. 

A^d thi^^ by the way, anfwers an obje<3ion made by thpfe 
"^Mid fayv* *^ The word of God is not a perfe£t rule of adlionii . 
^*^^6ee«lnfc'it cannot direft us how to aft or how to deter4iiiite 
~^* Ui^rticular cafes, or what place to go to, when.^e arejn 
"^^ douta, tfnd therefore, the Spirit, and i\ot the word, is to 
^« be oiir r«ihe of adlion,'* t 

* -:*^5jul tfiAs Ideny, and'affirn(i on the contrary, that God at 
'^ll*ttift*s, circumftances, and places, though never fo minute, 
iitfverfo particuhr,' will, if we diligently feek the affiftance 
'df^hta Holy 'Spirit, apply general things to our hearts,, and 
thereby, to ufe the words of the holy Jesus, will lead us intp. 
j^Tfitruth^ and giye us. the^particular afliftance we want : But 
Mrte leads n:^e to a 

Fifth direftion how to (carch the fcrjptures with profit : Lzr 
bcnir 'to attain that S^pirit by which they were written. 

'For the natural man difcerneth not the words of the Spirit 

of God, becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned ; the words 

"that Christ hath fpoken, they are fpirit, and they are life, and 

' can be no more underftood as to the true fenfe and meaning 

of them, by the mere natural man, than a perfon who never 

. ^ad learned a language can underftand another fpeaking in it. 

Xhe fcriptufes^ therefore, have not unfitly been compared, l^y 
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fome, to the cloud which went before the Ifraeliiesy they are 
dark and hard to be underilood by the natural man, as the 
cloud appeared dark to the Egyptians ; but they are light, they 
are life to chriftians indeed, as that fame cloud which feemed 
dark to Pharaoh and his houfe, appeared bright and altogether 
glorious to the Ifrael of God. 

It was the want of the afHftancc of this Spirit, that made 
Nicodemus^ 2l teacher of I/raelj^nd a ruler of the Jews^ fo ut- 
terly ignorant in the dodrine of regeneration : for being only 
a natural man, he could not tell how that thing could be ; it 
was the want of this Spirit that made our Saviour's difciples,^ 
though he fo frequently converfed with them, daily mifiake 
the nature of the doctrines he delivered ; and it is becaufe the 
natural veil is not taken off from their hearts, that fo many 
who now pretend to fearch the fcriptures, yet fee no farther 
than into the bare letter of them, and continue entire ftrangers 
%o the fpiritual meaning couched under every parable, and 
contained in almofl: all the precepts of the book of God. 
^ Indeed, how fhould it be otherwife, for God being a fpirit, 
he cannot communicate himfelf any otherwife than in a fpi- 
ritual manner to the hearts of men ; and confequently if wiB 
are ftrangers to his Spirit, we muft continue ftrangers to his 
word, becaufe it is altogether like himfelf, fpiritual. Labour, 
therefore, earneftly for to attain this bleffed Spirit; otherwife, 
your underftandings will never be opened to underftand the 
fcriptures aright : and remember, prayer is one of the moft 
immediate-means to get this Holy Spirit. Therefore, 

Sixthly, Let me advife you, before you read the fcriptures, to 
pray, that Christ, according to his promife. Would fend hi^ 
Spirit to guide you into all truth ; interfperfe fliort ejacula- 
tions whilft you are engaged in reading; pray over every 
>vord and verfe, if poflible ; and when you clofe up the book, 
fnoft earneftly befeech God, that the words which you have 
yead, may be inwardly engrafted into your hearts, and bring 
forth in you the fruits of a good life. 

Do this, and you will, with a holy violence, draw dowq 
(jOd's Holy Spirit into your hearts ; you will experience his 
gracious influence, and feel him enlightening, quickening, 
and inflaming your fouls by the word of God ; you will then 
|iot only read^ but mark, levn, and inwardly digeft what you 

read : 
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read : and the word of God will be meat indeed, and drink 
indeed unto your fouls; you then will be as Jpollos was, 
powerful in the fcriptures ; be fcribes ready inftruded to the 
kingdom of God, and bring out of the good treafures of your 
heart, things both from the Old and New Teftamcnt, to en- 
tertain all you converfe with. One 

Dire<aion more, which (hall be the laft. Seventhly^ Read 
the fcripture conftantly, or, to ufe our Saviour's cxpreflion in * 
the text, ** fearch the fcriptures;'* dig in them as for hid 
treafure; for here is a manifeft allufion to thofe who dig in 
mines ; and our Saviour would thereby teach us, that we muft 
take as much pains in conftantly reading his word, if we 
Would grow wife thereby, as thofe who dig for gold and filvcr. 
The fcriptures contain the deep things of God, and there- 
fore, can never be fufficiently fearched into by a carelefs, fu- 
Perficial, curfory way of reading them, but by an induftrious, 
<^lofe, and humble application. 

The Pfalmift makes it the chara£leriftic of a good man, 
^^at he " meditates on God's law day and night." And 
** this book of the law, (fays God to Jojhua) fhall not go 
^ut of thy mouth, but thou flialt meditate therein day and 
night ;" for then thou fhalt make thy way profperous, and 
Ihou fhalt have good fuccefs. Search, therefore, the fcriptures, 
not only devoutly, but daily, for in them are the words of eter- 
nal life ; wait conftantly at wifdom's gate, and (he will then, 
and not till then, difplay and lay open to you her heavenly 
treafures. You that are rich, are without excufe if you do 
not ; and you that are poor, ought to take heed and improve 
that little time you have : for by the fcriptures you are to be 
acquitted, and by the fcriptures you are t6 be condemned at 
the laft day. 

But perhaps you have no tafte for this defpifed book ; per- 
haps plays, romances, and books of polite entertainment, fuit 
your tafte better : if this be your cafe, give me leave to tell 
you, your tafte is vitiated, and unlefs corre6ted by the Spirit 
and word of God, you (hall never enter into his heavenly 
kingdom : for unlefs you delight in God here, how will you 
be made meet to dwell with him hereafter. Is it a fin then, 
you will fay, to read ufelefs impertinent books ; I anfwer. Yes : 
And that for the fame reafon, as it is a fin to indulge ufelefs 
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converfation, becaufe both immediately tend to grieve ^rmcf 
quench that Spirit, by which alone we can be fealed to t1i^ 
day of redemption. You may reply, How (hall we knov^ 
thifi Why^ p^ in pradlicp* th« precept in the text; fearcH 

tldfcripture in the manner' that nas been recommended, and 
then you will be convinced of the danger, (infulnefs, and an— > 
-fatisfadorinoCs of reading any others than the book of God , 
or fuch as are wrote in the fame fpirit. You will then (ay, 
when I was a child, and ignorant of the excellency of the 
word of God, I read what the world calls harmlefs books^ as 
-other children in knowledge, though old in years, have done^ 
and ftill do ; but now I have tafted the good word of life, and 
am come to a more perfcfl knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, 1 put away thefc childifb, trifling things, and am de- 
termined to read no other books but what lead me to t know— 
lcd:Te of myfelf and of Christ Jesus. 

Search, therefore, the fcrip ures, my dear brethren^ tafte^ind 
fee how good the word of God is, and then you will never leave 
that heavenly manna, that angePs food, to feed on dfy huflcs, 
that light bread, thofe trifling, finful compofitions, it| which 
men of falfe telle delight themfelves : no, you will then difdain 
fuch poor entertainment, and blufh that yourfelves oo^jferc 
' fond cTt it. The word of God will then be fweeter JioVrou 
- ^han hortey, and the honey-comb, and dearer than gold ^nd 
filvcr ; your fouls by reading it, will be filled as it were, with 
'marrow and fatnefs, and your hearts infenfibly moulded xntQ 
the fpirit of its blefled Author. In fhort, you will be gui^^^ by 
Gob's wifdom here, and conduced by the ligl>,t q[.i\i^,^mt\c 
\<rofd into glory hereafter. .. ^ ■ 
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S E R M ON XXXVIII. 

The Indwelling of the Spirit, the common 
Privilege of all Believers. 



John vii. 37, 38, 39. 

Jn the lafi day, that great day of the feaft, Jesus flood 
and criedy faying j If any man thirft, let him come unto 
me and drink. He that believe tb on me, as the frip- 
ture hath f aid, out of his belly fhall flow rivers of living 
water. But this fpake he of tfje Spirit^ which they 
that believe on him flioidd receive. 

NOTHING has rendered the crofs of Christ of kfs 
cfFeft; nothing has been a greater ftunibling- block 
and rock of offence to weak minds, than a fuppofition, now 
torrent among us, that moft of what is contained in the go(peI 
of Jesus Christ, was defigned only for our Lord's firft and 
immediate followers, and cohfequently calculated but for one 
or two hundred years. Accordingly, many now read the life, 
fufFcrings, death, and refurreftion of Jesus Christ, in the 
fame manner ^s Cafar's Commentaries, or the Conquejls of Alex* 
ander are read : as things rather intended to afford matter for 
/"peculation, than to be afted over again in ^nd by us. 

As this is true of the doftrines of the gofpel in general, fo 
it is of the operation of God's Spirit upon the hearts of be- 
lievers in particular ; for we no fooner mention the necefHty 
of our receiving the Holy Ghofl in thefe lafl days, as well as 
formerly, but we arc lookfed upon by fome, as enthufiafls and 
madmen ; and by others, reprefented as wilfully deceiving 
the people, and undermining the eftablifhed cpnftitution of 
the cburcl^* 

Judge 
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Judge ye then, whether it is not high time for the true mi- 
nifters of Jesus Christ, who have been made partakers of 
this heavenly gift, to lift up their voices like a trumpet j and 
if they would not have thofe fouls periih, for which the Lord 
Jesus has ftied his precious blood, to declare, with all bold- 
xicfs, that the Holy Spirit is the common privilege and portion 
of all believers in all ages; and that we as well as the fi^-ft 
chriftians, mu(l receive the Holy Ghoft, before we can be 
truly called the children of God. 

For this reafon, (and alfo that I might anfwer the defign 
of our church in appointing the prefent feftival ♦) I have 
chofen the wor^s of the text. 

They were ipbken by Jesus Christ, when he was at the 
feaft of tabernacles. Our Lord attended on the temple-fer- 
vice in general, and the fcftivals of the yewijh church in par- 
ticular. The feftival at which he was now prefent, was that 
of the feaft of tabernacles, which the ^^^wj obferved according 
to God's appointment in commemoration of their living in 
tents. At the laft day of this feaft, it was cuftomary for 
many pious people to fetch water from a certain place, and 
bring it on their heads, finging this anthem out of Ifaiah^ 
^* And with joy (hall they draw water out of the wells of 
falvation." Our Lord obferving this, and it being his con- 
ftant praftice to fpiritualize every thing he met with, cries 
out, *' If any man thirft, .let him come unto me, (rather 
than unto that well) and drink. He that believeth on me, 
as the fcripture hath fpoken, (where it is faid, God will make 
water to fpring out of a dry rock, and fuch-like) out of his 
belly fliall flow rivers of living water." And that we might 
]cnow what our Saviour meant by this living water, the Evan- 
gelift immediately adds, " But this fpake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him (hould receive.'* 
< The laft words I fliall chiefly infift on in the enfuing dif- 
pourfe ; And 

Firft^ I fliall briefly ihew, what is meant by the word 
Spirit. 

Secondly y Th^t this Spirit is the common privilege of all 
|>^lieve|-s. 

♦ Whitfuntidc. 

Tbird^t 
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Thirdly i I (ball flicw the reafon on which this doflriiic is 
founded. And 

Lajily^ Conclude with a general exhortation to believe on 
Jesus Christ, whereby alone we can receive this 

Spirit. 

Firjl^ I am to fliew, what is meant by the word Spirit. 

By the Spirit, is evidently to be underftood the Holy Ghoft, 
the third pcrfon in the ever-blefled Trinity, confubftantial and 
co-eternnl with the Father and the Son, proceeding from, yet 
equal to them both. For, to ufe the words of our Church in 
jthis day*s office, that whic^ we believe of the glory of the Far 
ther, the fame we believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, 
without any difference or inequality. 

Thus, fays St. John^ in his firft epiftle, chap. v. ver. 7. 
f^ There are three that bare record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe three are one." 
And our Lord, when he g^ve his Apoftles commiffion to go 
and teach all nations, commanded them to baptize in the 
name of the Holy Ghoft, as well as of the Father and the 
^on. And St. Pcter^ ASlt v. 3. faid to Ananias^ " Why 
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghoft ?" And 
ver. 4. he fays, *^ Thou haft not lied unto men, but unto 
God." From all which pafl!ages, it is plain, that the Holy 
Ghoft, is truly and properly God, as well as the Father and 
the Son. This is an unfpeakable myftery, but a myftery of 
God's revealing, and, therefore, to be aflented to with our 
whole hearts : feeing God is not a man that he ftiould lie, 
nor the fon of man that he fliould deceive. I proceed. 

Secondly^ To'prove that the Holy Ghoft is the common 
privilege of all believers. 

But, here I would not be underftood of fo receiving the 
JJoly Ghoft, as to enable us to work miracles, or fliew out- 
"Ward figns and wonders. I allow our advcrfaries, that to pre- 
tend to be infpired, in this fenfe, is being wife above what is 
written. Perhaps it cannot be proved, that God ever inter- 
pofed in this extraordinary manner, but when fome new reve- 
lation was to be cft^bliflied, as at the firft fettling of the 
4 Mofaic 
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^ij^V and gofpcldifpcnfatioiv-^ and as for my tMm- part, 
rannot hut fufps^l the fpirit of thofe who infift updn a repc 
ttcion of fuch miracles at this time. For the world being no * 
become nominally chriftian, (though^ God kaows^ Utcle'^^f 
^hc powtr is left among us) there need not outward miraclc^^ 
Wt only an inward co-operation of the Holy Spirit with dve 
word, to prove that Jesix^ is thcMcfliah which was to con^ 
JUUo the world. .-»... • .* 

iiiBefides, if it was poffible for thee, O man, to hivc-fiitth, <i» 
as to be able to remove mououins, or caft out devils ; nz-fy 
couldft thou fpeak with the tongue of men and angels, yell, 
and bid the fun ftand ftill in the midft of heaven ; what would 
all thefe gifts of the Spirit avail thee, without >beihg made 
{Nirukcr of bis fandlifying graces ? Saul bad the fpirit of go- 
vcrnmeat for a while, fo as to become another man, ^nd yet 
probably was a caft-away. And many, who caft out devils in 
Christ's name, at the lad will be difowned by h\m. If, 
therefore, thou hadft only the gifts, and wasdeftitute of the 
graces of the Holy Ghoft, they would only ferve to lead thee 
with fo much the more folemnity to hell* 
. Here then we join ifTue with our adverfaries, and will 
readily grant, that we are not in this fenfe to be infpired, at 
were.our Lord's firft Apofllcs. But unlefa men have eyeis 
.wbich fee not, and ears that hear not, how can they read the 
If^Uer part of the text, and not confefs that the Holy Sprrh, 'in 
another fenfi^, is the comonon privilege of all believers, nevna 
to. the end of the world ? *' This fpake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on hina fliould receive." Obferveiihe 
does not fay, they that believe on him for one or two ages; bat 
they that believe on him in general, or, at all timep, and *ih 
all, places. So that, unlefs we can prove, that St. John was 
under a delufi^n when he wrote thefe words, we mud believe 
that even we alfo, fball receive the Holy Ghofl:> if we bclieyc 
on the LoRp Jesus with our whole hearts. f 

Again, our Lord, juft before his bitter paiBon, when he 
was about to offer up his foul an offering for the fms of the 
eled world ; when his heart was moft enlarged, and he would 
undoubtedly dqmand the moft excellent gift for his difciples, 
prays, " That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I i^ th^e i th^t they alio may be oi;ie in us, I in 

them« 
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them, and thoq in me, that they m^y be made perfe£l in onej*' 
that ish^ that all his trne followers might be united to him by 
tis holy Spirit, by a$ real,, vital, and myflical an union, as 
tlierc was between Jesus Christ and the Father. I fay all 
his true foll&ufifs y iot it is evident, from our Lord's owa 
words, that he had us, and all believers, in view, when he pvt 
up this prayer ; " Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for them 
alfo which (hall believe on me through their word ;" fo that, 
Unlefs we treat our Lord as. the high priefis did, and count 
him a blafphemer, we muft .confefe, that all who believe in 
J&SUS Christ, through the word, or miniftration of his fei^ 
vantf, are to be joined to Jesus Christ, by being made par* 
takers of the Holy Spirit. 

A great noife hath been made of late, about the word iPb^ 
^hufiaft^ and it has been caft upon the preachers of the gofpef, 
^s a( term of reproach ; but every chriftian; in the proper fenfc 
%)f the word, muft be an enthufiaft ; that is, muft be infpired 
%A GoD^ or have Gcd, by his Spirit, in him. St. Peter te!b 
us, '* we have many great and precious promifes, that we majr 
be made partakers of the divine nature ;" our Lord pr^y^, 
** that we may be one, as the Father and he are one;'^ and 
our own church, in conformity to thefe texts of Scripture, ih 
her excellent communion-office, tells us, that thofe who ftt- 
ceivfe the facrament worthily, " dwell in Christ, and CHRii*r 
in them ; that they are one with Christ, and Christ wMi 
them.*' . And yet, chriftians muft have their names caft out fts 
evil, and minifters in particular^ muft be looked upon as de- 
tciyers of the people, for affirming, that we muft be reaWy 
united to God, by receiving the Holy Ghoft. Be aftoniflled, 

heavens, at this ! 

Indeed, I will not fay, all our letter-learned pneacheri deny 
this doftrine in exprefs words; but however, they do in effeSi 
for they talk profeffedly agaiftft inward feelings, and fay, Sh^e 
may have God's Spirit without feeling it, which is in reality 
to deny the thing itfelf. And had I a mind to hinder the pro-^ 
grefs of the gofpel, and to eftablifti the kingdom of darknefs, 

1 would go about, telling people, they might have the Spirit 
of God, and yet not feel it. 

But to return : When our Lord was about to afcend to his 
Father and our Father, to his God and out GoDj he gave 

his 
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his apcftles this commifllon, ^^ Go and teach aU natiohs, bap-* 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son^ and ofi 
the Holy Ghoft." And accordingly, by authority of this com— 
miiSon, we do teach and baptize in this, and every age of the 
church. And though we tranflate the words, ^^ baptizipg thenn 
in the name\^ yet, as the name of God, in the Lord's prayer^ 
and feveral other places, fignifies his nature, they might as 
well be tranflated thus, ^^ baptizing them into the naiun ofl 
th^ Father, into the natun of the Son, and into the nature ofl 
the Holy Ghoft/' Confequently, if we are all to be baptizeil 
into the nature of the Holy Ghoft, before our baptifm be effec<- 
tual to (alvation, it is evident, that we all muft a£iually receive 
the Holy Ghoft, and ere we can fay, we truly believe in j£SU^ 
Christ. For no one can fay, that Jesus is my Lord, bill 
he that has thus received the Holy Ghoft. 

Numbers of other texts might be quoted to make this doc^ 
trine, if poffible, ftill more plain ; but I am aftonifhed, thut 
any who call themfclves members; much more, that manyy 
who are preachers in the church of England^ ihould dare fo 
much as to open their lips againft it. And yet, with grief I 
fpeak it, God is my Judge, perfons of the eftablifhed chur9h 
feem more generally to be ignorant of it, than any diilenters 
whatfoever. 

But, my dear brethren, what have you been doing ? bow 
often have your hearts given your lips the lye? how often have 
you offered to God the.facrifice of fools, and had your prayers 
turned into fin, if you approve of, and ufe our church- liturgy^ 
and yet deny the Holy Spirit to be the portiop of all believers? 
In the daily abfolution, the minifter exhorts the people to pray^ 
that " God would grant them repentance?, and his Holy Spi* 
rit;" in the Colleft for Chrifimas-day^ we befeech God, *' that 
be would daily renew us by his Holy Spirit j" in the laft 
weel^'s Colledl, we prayed that ** we may evermore rejoice in 
the comforts of the Holy Ghoft;'* and in the concluding 
prayer, which we put up every day, we pray, not only that 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
but that ** the fellowfliip of the Holy Ghoft " may be with ut 
all evermore. 

But farther, a folemn feafon, to fome, is now approaching; 
I mean the Ember-days^ at the end of which, all that are to 

be 
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ke ordained to the office of a deacon, are in the fight of Goi>, 

Jind in the prefencc of the congregation, to declare, that 

" they truft they are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoft, to 

take upon them that adminiftration j" and to thofe, who artf 

to be ordained priefts, the bifhop is to repeat thefe folemn 

w^oxds, '* Receive thou the Holy Ghoft, now committed untd 

thee, by the impofition of our hands." And yet, O that I 

had noreafon to fpeak it, many that ufc our forms, and many 

^ho have witnefled this good con fefEon, yet dare to both talk 

^^^d preach againft the ncceffity of receiving the Holy Ghoft 

'^ow ; and not only fo, but cry out againft thofe, who do infift 

^pon it, as madmen, enthufiafts, fchifmatics, and undenniners 

OF the eftabliflied conftitution. 

But you are the fchifmatics, you arc the bane of the church 
^^^ England^ who are always crying out, '* the temple of the 
I-ORD, the temple of the Lord ;" and yet ftarvc the people 
^^W of our communion, by feeding them only with the dry 
*^uflcs of dead morality, and not bringing out to them the fatted 
^^alf J I mean, the doflrines of the operations of the blefled 
Spirit of God. But here is the misfortune; many of us are 
-^ot led by, and therefore no wonder that we cannot talk feel- 
ingly of, the Holy Ghoft; we fubfcribe to our articles, and 
^nake them ferve for a key to get into church-preferment, and 
^hen preach contrary to thofe very articles to which we have 
fubfcribed. Far be it from me, to charge all the clergy with 
this hateful hypocrify; no, blefied be God, there are fome 
left among lis, who dare maintain the doctrines of the Refor- 
mation, and preach the truih as it is in Jesus : But I fpeak 
the truth in Christ, I lye not; the generality of the clergy 
are fallen from our articles, and do not fpeak agreeable to 
them, or to the form of found words delivered in the Scrip- 
tures ; wo be unto fuch blind leaders of the blind ! how cart 
you efcape the damnation of hell ? It is not all your learning 
(falfely fo called) it is not all your preferments can keep you 
from the juft judgment of God. Yet a little while, and we 
Ihall all appear before the tribunal of Christ ; there, there 
will I meet you; there Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 
and Biftiop of fouls, (hall determine who arc th« falfe pro- 
phcts> who are the wolves in (beep's cloathing, Thofe who 

5 f^y> 
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fay, that we muft now receive and feel the Holy Ghofi, or 
thofe who exclaim againfl it, as (he dodlrine of devils^ 

But I can no more ; it is an unpleafing ta(k to cenfure %tij 
order of men, efpecially thofe who are in the miniftry } nor 
would any thing cxcufc it but neceiGty : that necefficy which 
extorted from our Loi^D himfelf fo many woes againft tbi 
Scribes and Pharifees, the letter- learned rulers and teachers of 
the Jetuifi church ; and furely, if I could bear to fee people .., 
perifli for lack of knowledge^ and yet be filcnt towards thoft i 
who keep from them the key of true knowkdge, the very ftonei 
would cry out. 

Would we reftore the church to its primitive dignity^ tht 
only way is to live and preach the dodlrine of Christ, an4 
the articles to which we have fubfcribed 5 then we (hall find 
the number of diffenters will daily decreafcj.and the church of 
England become the joy of the whole earth. 

I am, in the Third place, to ihew the reafonableil^fs of thil 
dodtrine, 

I fay, the rcafonablenefs of this doflrine ; for however it 
may feem fooli(hnef$ to the natural man, yet to thofe^ ^\iQ 
have tafled of the good word cf life, and have felt the power 
of the world to come, it wijl appear to be founded on the 
highefl reafon ; and is capable, to thofe who have eyes to fee^ 
even of a demonftration ; I fay of demonftration : fur it (lands 
on this felf-evident truth, that we arc fallen crea'tirc*?, or, to 
ufc the fcripturc-expreflion, *' hayc all ditd in /^«/f;w/' 

I know indeed, it is now no uncommon thing amongft uSi 
to deny the doctrine of original fin, as well as the divinity of 
Jecus Christ; but it is incumbent on ihole who deny it, 
iirft to difprove the authority of the holy Scriptures ; if thott 
canfl prove, thou unbeliever, that the book, which we call 
The Bilky docs not contain the' lively oracles of GoD; if thou 
canft (hew, that holy men of old, did not write this book, as 
they were inwardly moved by the Holy (J hod:, then will wc 
give up the doctrine of original fin ; but unlcfs thou canft Jo 
this, we muft infift upon it, that we are all conceived and 
born in fin j if for no other^ yet for this one reafon, bccaufe 
that God, who cannot ly«, has told us fo. 

But what has light to do with darkncfs, or polite infidels 
with the Bible ? Alas ! as they are flrangcrs to the power, fo 

they 
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hwjr jite^genenilfy a* great ftf angers to flic Worcf of 6oif, 
Ud therefore, if w6 will preach to them, we muft preach td 
nd from the heart : for talking in the language of rcript;ure, 
ithem, is. but like talking in an unknown tongue* Tell mc 
hcD, O man, whofocver thou art^ that denieft the doftrineof 
iriginal fin, if thy confcience be not feared as with a hot 
nml tell me, if thou doft not find thyfelf, by nature^ to h6 
i itiotly mixture of brute and devil ? I know thefe terms will 
lir up the whale Pharifec in thy heart j but let not Satart 
lurry thee hence ; flop a little, and let us reafon together; 
loft thou not find, that by nature thou art prone to pride? 
nhcrwife, wherefore art thou now offended ? Again, doft not 
hou find in thyfelf the feeds of malice, revenge, and all un- 
ikaritabJenefs? and- what are thefe but-the very tempers of the 
levil ? Again, do we not aH by nature follow, and fuffcr our- 
Mves to be led by our natural appetites, always looking down- 
wrds, never looking upwards to that God, in whom we livc^ 
nove, and have our being ? and what is this but the very na** 
ureof the beads that perifti? Out of thy owh heart, therefore^ 
vill I oblige thee to confefs, what an infpired apoftle has long 
iDce told us, that *^ the whole world (by nature.) lies in th^ 
»ickcd one;'* we are no better than thofe wtom St. Jude calls 
' brute beafts ;*' for we have tempers in us all by nature, that 
>rove to a demonfirationi that we are earthly^ fenfual^ de-* 
'ililh.". . " . 

And this will ferve as anotlier argument, to prove the reality 
if the operations of the blefled Spirit on the hearts of beiiever^^ 
gainft thofe falfe profefibr^, who deny there is aliy fuch thing 
s ioflucnces of the Holy Spirit, that may be fcjt. For if they 
'ill grant that the devil Workeih, and fo as to be felt in thd 
earts of the children of difobeditnce (which they muft grane^ 
tikh they will give an apoftle the lye) where is the Wonder 
Utthe good Spirit (houki have the fame p6wer dver thofe who- 
« truly obedient to the faith of Jesus Christ ? 

If it be true then, that we are all by nature, fince the fall, 
mixture of brute and devil, it is evident, that we all muft 
ceive the Holy Ghoft, ere we can dwell with and enjoy 

roD. 

When you read, how the prodigal, in thegofpcl^ was re- 
Liced to fo lo^ a qondicbn, as to eat huiks with fwine^ and 
Vol. VI. G bow 

i4 
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how Ntbucbadnexzar was. turned out, to graze with oxen;f 
am confident, you pity their unhappy date. And when y^ 
hear, how Jesus Christ will fay, at the laft day, to ail ih 
arc not born again of God, ** Depart from me, ye curifc 
into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and hts angels,'' c 
not your hearts (brink within you, with a fecret horror? Ai 
if creatures, with only our degree of goodnefs, cannot br 
even the thoughts of dwelling whh beafts or devils, to who 
nature we are fo nearly allied, how do we imagme Gop, wl 
is infinite goodnefs, and purity ttfelf, can dwell with us, whi 
we are partakers of both their natures? we might as well thin 
to reconcile heaven and hell. 

When Adam had eaten the forbidden fruit, he fled and hi 
himfelf from Goo ; why ? becaufe he was naked ; he m 
alienated from the life of God, the due punifliment of his dil 
obedience. Now, wc are all by nature naked and void of Gon 
as he was at that time, and confequently, until we are changed 
renewed, and doathcd with a divine nature again, we mufift; 
from God alfo. 

Hence then appears the reafonablenefs of our being obligo 
to receive the Spirit of God. It is founded on the dodrio 
of original fin: and, therefore, you will always find, that tbo( 
who talk againft feeling the operations of the Holy Ghoft 
very rarely^ or flightly at leaft, mention our fall in Adam 
no, they rcrer St. Pamih account of the depravity of unbe 
lie\er$^ only to thofe of old time. Whereas it is obvious^ 01 
the contrary, that we are all equally included under the gnil 
and ccnfequtnccs of our firft parentis fin, even as others ; an 
to ufe the Urgttige of our own church-article, ^' bring iot 
the woilJ with us, a corruption, which renders us liable! 
God's wrath, and eternal damnation.'* 

Should t preach to you any odier dcdnise, I flxnild wroi^ 
my own foul $ I ihould be tbund a falfc witnefs towaidsKjOi 
and you ^ and he that preaches any ether do<9nne, howfoev< 
dignified and diftinguifbed, fliall bear his puni&inent, whc 
focvcT he bc% 

From this plain reaton then appears the neceffity why w 
as urll as the fijft apoftJcs, in this fenic, muft rpceivc d 
Spirit of Gc»^ 

F 
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For the gre^t work of fan<aification, or making u$ hol^^ i* 
. particularly, referred to the Holy Ghoft ; therefore, our Lord 
fays, <^ Unlefs a man be born of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God." 

i Jesus Christ came down to fave us, not only from the 
{uilt, but alfo from the power of fin : and however oftert 
we have repeated our creed, and toid God we believe in the 
Holj Ghoft, yet, if we have not believed in him, fo as to be 
jrcally united to Jesus Christ by him, we have no more 
.irpncord with Jesus Christ than Belial himfelf. 

And no^ my brethren, what fhall I fay more? tell me, are 
not many of you olFended at what has been faid already ? do 
iiot fome of you think, though I mean well, yet I have carried 
the point a little too far f are not others ready to cry out,, if 
this be true, who then can be faved ? is not this driving pepplt 
into defpair ? 

Yes, I ingenuoufly confefs it is ; but into what defpair ? a 

defpair of mercy through Christ ? no^ God forbid ; but a 

defpair of living with God without receiving the Holy Ghoft. 

^^nd i would to God, that not only all you that hear me this 

^l^y, but that the whole world was filled with this defpair. 

jielieve me, I have been doing no more than you allow your 

.bodily phyficians to do every day : if you have k wound, and 

.are in carneft about a cure, you bid the furgeon probe it to 

,$)^ very bottom ; and fhall not the phyfician of your fouls be 

allowed the fame freedom? What have I been doing but fearch- 

ing your natural wounds, that I might convince you of your 

^ j^anger, and put you upon applying to Jesus Christ for a 

...jrtmedy ? Indeed I have dealt with you as gently as I could ; 

and now I have wounded, I will attempt to heal you. For I 

was in the 

Lafi place, to exhort you all to ^ome to Jesus Christ by 
faith, whereby you, even you alfo, (hall receive the Holy 
Ghoft. •* For this fpake he of the Spirit, which they that 
MiiVf on bim-fl)ould receive/' 

This, this is what I long to come to. Hitherto I have been 
preaching only the law ; but behold I bring you glad tidings of 
great joy. If I have wounded you, be not afraid ; behold, I 
now bring a remedy for all your wounds. Notwithftanding 
you are funk into the nature of the bcaft and devil, yet, if ycyu 
G a trill; 



C 100 ] 

Iryly beliete cm Jesus Christ, you ihall retem &t^w^tn» 
sng Spirit promifed in the text, and be reftored to the glarioas 
liberties of the Tons of God ; I fay, if you believe on JesUI 
Christ. ^* For by faith we are faved ; it is not of works^ 
left any one fliould boaft." And, however fome men may fay^ 
there is a iitnefs required in the creature, and that we moft 
have a righteoufnefs of our own, before we can lay hold cut 
the righteoufnefs of Christ ; yet, if we believe the fcript3isC| 
falvation is the free gift of God, in Christ Jesus our Lomiii 
and whofoever believeth on him with his whole hearty thougM 
his foiul be as blacic as hell itfelf, (hall receive the gift of the 
Holy Gh(^. Behold then, 1 ftand up, and cry out in tbii 
great day of the feaft, let every one that thirfteth come unto 
Jesus Christ and drink. *^ He that believeth on him^ out 
of bis belly {hall Sow (not only flreams or rivulets, but whole] 
rivers of living water." This I fpeak of the Spirit, which tbejr 
chat believe ion JsSus (hall certainly receive. For Jes4| 
Christ is the (ame yefterday, to-day, and for ever; he ifidil 
way, the truth, the refurre£lion, and the life; " whofoevcr 
believeth on him, though he were dead, yet (hall* he liteJ- 
There is no refpeft ofpterfons with JesUs Christ ; high md 
low, rich and poor, one with another, may come to hin'mth 
an bumble confidence^ if they draw near by faith ; from>hnn 
we may all receive grace. upon grace; for Jbsus Chiuspcis 
full of grace and truths and ready to fave to the utteraK>a).fU 
that by a true faith turn unto him. Indeed, the poor general^ 
receive the gofpel^ and *^ Got> has chofen the poor in diii 
world, rich in faith." But though not many mighty^ ooc 
many noble are called ; and though it be eafler for a cmd 
to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich manto 
enter into t|ie kingdom of Gop, yet, even to you that aie 
rich, do I now freely offer falvation^ by Jesus Christ, if 
you will renounce yourfelves, and come to Jesus Christ da 
poor finners ; I fay, as poor finners ; for the " poor in fpirit^* 
are only fo bleiTed, as to have a right to the kingdom of GoD. 
And Jbsus Christ calls none to him, but thofe who thirft 
lifter his righteoufnefs, and feel themfelves weary, and heavy 
laden with the burden of their fins. Jesus Christ juftifi«i 
the'tingodly ; be cande not to call the righteous, but daneta t0 
repentancev * 
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Do iy»t lihen fay. you ve unworthy; for this b a fsMthful and 
ime feying) and worthy of all men to be received, '' that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to fave fmners;" and if you are 
the chief of fmners, if you feel yourfelves fuch, verily Jesus 
Christ came into the world chiefly to fave you. When Jo^ 
fiphvm called out of the prifon-houfe to PharoaVs court, we 
are told, that he ftaid fome time to prepare himfelf; but do yod 
come with all your prifon cloaths ^bout you j coo^e poor; an4 
mtferable, and blind, and naked, as yoi^ are, and Gqd the 
Father fhall receive you with open arn^s, as was the returning 
prodigal. He fhall cover your nakednefs with the beft robe of 
hb dear Sob's righteoulhefs, fhall feal you with the Qgnet of 
his Spirit, and feed you with the fatted calf, even with the 
comforts of the Holy Ghofl. O, let there then b^ joy ii^ 
heaven over fome of you, as believing; let noe not go back t0 
my Matter, and fay. Lord, they will not believe rny report. 
Harden no longer your hearts, but open theno wide, and let the 
King of glory enter in ; believe nie, I am willing to go to j>rix 
fon or death for you; but I am not willing to' go to heaven 
without you. The love of Jesus Christ conftrains me to 
lifit up my voice like a trumpet. My heart is how full ; out df 
the abundance of the love which I have for your precious and 
immortal fouls, my mouth now fpeaketh ; and I could now 
not' only continue my difcourfe until midnight, but I could 
fpeakiintil I could fpeak no more. And why fhould I defpair 
of any f n6, I can defpair of no one, when I confider Jesu^ 
Christ has had mercy on fuch a wretch as I am ; but the free 
grace of Christ prevented me ; he faw me in my blood, he 
pnified by me, and faid unto me. Live ; and the fame grace 
which was fufBcient for me, is fufficient for you aifo^ behold^ 
the fame bleflfed Spirit is ready to breathe on all your dry bones^ 
if you will'believe on Jfisus Ci^rist, whom God has fent % 
indeed, you can never believe on, or ferve a better maSer, one 
that- is more mighty, or more willing to fave; I can fay, the 
LoltD Christ is gracious, his yoke is eafy, his burden ex* 
ceeding light; after you have ferved him many years, like the 
(sffvaitoeB under the law, wa's he willing to diicbarge you, yoa 
'WOidd fay, we love our Mailer, and will not go from hftn; 
^}QlH0ttoi^Mmy guilty brethl-en, come and beliei^eon the LoRn 
tha( bought you with his precious blqodj look up by^iaitbi 
•• Q 3 «ni 
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and fee him whom you have pierced ; behold him bleeding ^ 
panting, dying ! behold him with arms firetched out ready t:c3 
receive yjou all ; cry unto hini as the penitent thief did, LoR£^. 
remember tis now thou art in, thy kingdom, and lie (^^1 fsj^^o 
your fouls, (hortly fliall you be with me in paradife. For thofe 
whom Christ juftifies, them he alfo gjorifies, even with that 
glory which he enjoyed with the father, before the world be- 
gan. Do not fay, I have bought a piece of ground, and rouft 
needs go fee it; or I have bought a yoke of oxen^ and mu^ 
fieeds go prove them ; or I have married a wife, I am engaged 
|9 an eager purfuit after the luft of the eye, an4 the pride of 
lif^, and therefore cannot come. Do not fear having your 
ni^me caft out as evil, or beitig accounted a fool for ChhlIst's 
fake ; yet a little whi)e, and you fhall (hine like the it^H it^ 
the firmament for ever. Only believe, and Jesus CMist 
(hall be to you wifcjom, righteoufnefs, fandification, amtctery 
jial redemption i your bodies fhall be faftiioned like unto hii! 
glorious body, and your fouls be partakers of all the ftSlpKjISF 

lyhich Gpp of his infinite incrpy. ^^. 
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SERMON XXXIX. 

The Refurredion of Lazarus. 



John xu 43, 44. 
^nd when he had thus fpken^ he cried with a loud vcia^ 
Lazarus come forth. And he that was deady came 
forihy bound band and foot with grave-cloaths : and 
his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus faith 
unto tbemy Loofe him^ and let him go. 

WHEN Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, was pleafed 
to make all things by the word of his power, his la||l 
P^orks were the beft. When he looted back upon, and be- 
idd the lirft prod^Ss of his almighty power, he pronounced 
hem ** good j" but when that laft, that lovely creature man^ 
vas formed, he pronounced them ** very good." So, the 
ame Jesus, when he came to tabernacle among us, and to 
jcgin and carry on a new and fecond creation, though all his 
ivorks were miracles of wonder, and manifeftcd forth the 
glory of his eternal Godhead, yet the nearer he came to the 
*nd of his public miniftrations, the greater and more noble 
lid the miracles which he wrought appear. The refurredtion 
af LaxaruSy that is to be the fubje<S of the following dif- 
courfe, I think, is a fufficient proof of this. To an eye of 
fenfe, it feems to be one of the greateft, if not the very 
grciteft miracle of all which our blcfled Lord performed. 
When our Saviour bid Johns difciples go and tell their Mafter 
what things they had feen and heard, he commands them to 
inform him, that by his divine power *^ the dead were raifed;'* 
alluding no doubt to the Ruler's daughter, who was raifed 
immediately after her deceafe j and the Widow's fon, who at 
ihecummand of Jesus, rofe out of his coffin, as they were 
fatrying his corpfc to the burial. Tbcfc were pregnant 
G ^ proofs^ 
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proofs that Jesus was indeed the Meffiah chat wi»iie «din^as 
into the world. But his raifmg c( Lnzarus froth cbe dgad— — ^ 
^fce;: be had lain four days tjead, and faw corruption, is ftilL— ,, 
ifopoiEbJc, a greater miracle ; and confequently a 'Aioogc ^ 
proef of his being the Anointed, the Christ of GdD. Th^^e 
evangelift ychn is very particular in giving us an accoontcr^f 
this miracle; even {o particular, as to fpend a wkole chapte^r 
)fV relating the circumilances which preceded,' attended; ai^d 
followed after it. And as he was undoubtedly directed herttm. n 
•by the alUwife, unerring Spirit of Goo, does it not poi^^it 
OMt unto us, that this miracle, with all its refpe£tive circufftn- 
^ances, calls for our particular and moft ferious miedttiitiOFsrf 
)(<j|ippears to me in this light; and therefore, as theLolKr-D 
(hall be pleafed to a^ft, I (halt go back to the beginimig' vf 
ft^^s chapter, follow the evangelift fiep by ficp, and coqfici^r 
the particulars of this wonderous miracle, make foine pTZ&icil 
• ^bfervations as I go along, and conclude with fome fuitable 
|nftru<n^ions s^nd cjthortations, which will natqrally ariic fiwfll 
ijlhp body of the difcourfe. ,- ■* 

.;,; .jThe evangelift in the firft verfe, makes mention cfilke 
, iickncfs of f^azarus^ . ^^ Now^ a certain man mas iick^.aainAd 
. Lazarus of Bethany^ the town of Mary^ and her Hfier Akx^ 
I&9." Some think thefe fifters were very wealthy,, fo aanto 
«,wn good part of the town, or, as the original word fetaKblo 
imply, the village,. But then it is probable the eyangchft 
W4)uld have faid the town of Lazarus^ eftates ufually defcend* 
ipg, as wi(h us, in the male line: it means therefore rtno 
more, than that Mariba and A^ry lived in Bethany. vT<he 
Holy Ghoft pointing out to us hereby, that nothing mak«8 a 
i^wn fo worthy of a gracious foul's remark or cfteem, as its 
having many, of God*s dear children for its tnhabitftnts. 
• J^^hany^ though a little place, is more famous becaufe it- was 
: :th$^;to\yn of Martha anA, Mary^ than if Alexander had £t>ugfat 
ill , it one. of his greateft battles. Both thefe women <loved 
. ^sC&fln fincerity, and were as good as they weregrediC. But 
Mary^ though the younger fiftcr, feems to be the moft emi- 
l^ent : for thecvangelift in the fecond verfe, fpeaks of her in 
/rn very diftinguifliing manner. '< It was that Mary>i (that^ 
iievex4to-b6*forgotten il/^r^) which anointed the LoHQ vrith^i^ 
, »i|H|it||ifoC .^esfi^n^ve as ic wa^j and wiped bis fe^, (after Iha^ 



!iad>w«fhfid^thcin wiAitars of love) with her baii^^< eveti die 

haacrcf JMr heal. ' Wh^t notice.is tak^n of this adion \ With 

whiDt an jealosy, and in what a high ftrain of commetidacion 

]»4^<beiefpoken.of f And fuchare the hoDOurs of aH God's 

faints. Though all our good works are not recdrdcd aa 

Afarys are, yet God is not unmindful, that he (bould forget 

ouff vrorks of faith, and labours which have proceeded of love. 

Every tear we (hed, every figh we fetch, every ahns we give^ 

though it be only a cup of cold water, «are all recorded in the 

lL»amb's book of remembrance, and (hall be produced to our 

eternal honour, and rewarded with a reward of grace, though 

jDot of debt, at the great and terrible day of the Lord. »< f 

^Tvas an hungered, and ye gave me meat, I was thirfty, ^nd 

3fe gave me drink, naked, and ye cloathed me, fick and in 

prifon, and ye came vnto me.'' * What reafon have we tbhi 

Cb be ^< fiedfaft and uni^oveable, always abounding in the 

j^ivork of the Lord, forafmuch as we are afiured, that otir 

ndabDurs will not be in vain or forgotten by the LoR^?** >It 

ifvas that Mary that anointed the Lord with ointment, and 

-'^piEd bis feet with her hair. And what follows? *^ Vii^hofe 

'- ' \9f^cr Lazarus was fick." So that being related to Chris^^ 

fM^'his difeipleb, will not exempt perfons from fickn^fs-.- In 

'~'tbii Kfe,. time and chance happen to all, <ftily with this ma- 

twad-'diilerence, thofe afflidions which harden the obfti* 

-' nately impenitent, foften and purify the heart of a true 

Mie^r. *^ My foh,^ therefore ^efpife not the chaftening of 

the Lord (on one hand), nor feint when thou art re- 

' liiked of him (on the other) : for whom the Lord Itrveth 

he^chafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth.?' 

Jesus loved Laxartis, and yet -Lazarus was fick. ^And 
what do his fifters do for him now he is fick? No doubt t}S^y 
applied to a phyfician, < for it is tempting GoD to negl6<9: 
' making life of means for -the recovery of our health, wh^ it 
is. impaired). But then they were not guilty oi Afdh tritne, 
' ^ who. fought to the phyficians, but not to the Lord.'' Mo; 
they kaew the moft (kilful prefcriptions would be of no effefl, 
unlefs attended with a. bleffing from Jesus the Great and Al- 
tnigbtyi^yfician ; and therefore his fiftera fcfltiunto him, 
|MK>babIy at the beginning of their bfother(Sjllfle& ci|iow «n- 
)ik« is tbeji condud^ to tba( of the^ecnefabt)^ of feq^e, 

^f(>ecialhf 
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cfpecially the rich and great! How unfafhionaUe {s-it.novr-8»«^ 
days tor perfoiis to fend to Jesus in behalf of their fick rel^v 
cions ! It is lo very uncuftomary, that in fome places^ if ^ 
niinifter be lent for to a fick perfon, it is a fad fymptom thar 
the patient is alnioll paft hopes of recovery. Thus did not 
AJariha and her filler Alary ; they fent unto Jesus, though 
he was now beyond Jordan^ (chap. x. 40.) where he abode^ 
or chiefly refided, for fome time. Hence ic was that they Iuicmt 
where to fend to him. But what kind of meiTage did they 
fend ? A very humble and fuitable one. ^' Lord, Behold, 
)te whom thou lovcil is fick." They might have faid. Lord, -^ 
he who lovcth thee is Cck. But they knew, that our love wa 
not worth mentioning, and that we lovejEsus only becaufe 
he full loved us. Beiides, here is no prefcribing to our Lord - 
what he fiiould do, or what means he (hould make ufe of. 
They do not fo much as fay. We pray thee to come, or only 
fpeak the word, and our hck brother Ihall be reflored. They 
fimply tell Jesus the cafe, kjiowing it was fufficient barely to 
lay it before an infinitely compaffionatc Redeemer, and leave it 
to him to adl according to bis own fovereign good- will and 
pleafure. <* Lord, Behold he whom thou loveft is iick.** 
Oh how fweet ^ it when the foul is brought to this ! And 
vith what a holy confidence may we pray to, and intercede 
with the holy Jesus, when we have reafon to hope, that 
thofe we pray and intercede for, are lovers of, and are beloved 
of him 1 For his eyes are in a peculiar manner over the 
righteous, and his ears always open to their prayers. Thiji^ 
was their nceflage, and it foon reached Jesus Christ. And. 
how does he receive it? We are told, verfe 4. ** When Jesus 
heard that, (that he whom he loved was fick) He faid, this 
ficknefs is pot unto death, but unto the glory of God, that 
the Sou of Gqd may be glorified thereby.^' To whom ihcfc 
words were fpokcn is not certain. In all probability, Jesus 
Ipake them to the perfons that delivered Marthas and Alary 9 
picfl'a^e. And if fo, it was no doiibc a comfortable anfwer 
for the prefent, though it muft afterwards puzzle them as well 
^% the difciplcs how to explain it, when they found that £tf- 
%ar]is was a£lual]y dead. ^^ This fickncfs is not unt^Ki^atb," 
uui uoto an abiding death, becaufe he intended to raife faifn 
^--■-•r., iiaoa after his dec^afe. It is like that expreiTion of our 

LoRi> 



jCoitf Irf 'St. Marty "The damfcl is not dead, but fleepetli j** 

ti^idh inuft not be underftood in a literal, but metaphorical 

ibrife. And this and fuch-like inftances, ought to teach us to 

iirergrt carefully our blcfled Lord's words, and to wait for an 

expncation of them, by fubfequent providences ; otherwife 

jee flidl be in danger of mifapplying them, and thereby bYing 

bik r' fouls into unfpeakablc bondage. *« This ficknefs is not 

iintb death, but unto the glory of Gop, that the Son of God 

hntskj fee glorified thereby." This is the end both of the afflic- 

tibijs and the de?itbs of Gop*s people. By all that happens to 

tlEicm he will be glorified one way or another, and caufe every 

tfcihg to work together for their good. And who then but 

^KV^ouYj be content to be fick, or willing to fubmit to d^ath 

itfcif,' if fo be the Son of God may be glorified thereby ? 

^'Tiis anfwcr, no doubt, proceeded from love, Forwcarc 

tola, 

Verfe 5. that ** Jesus loved Martha and her fitter, and Za- 

P^rus." Oh happy family ! Three in it beloved o^ Jesus, 

^wittf a peculiar, feverlafting love. " Very often it fo happens, 

'^Ct6 iifS' the words. of the pious Bifliop Beveridge) that there 

,**~1S tut one in a city, and two in a country of this ftamp." 

!^6t here are two fjfters and a brother, all lovers of, and bc- 

JiivJ;^ by the glorious Jesus. What (hall we fay to chefc 

:*Q^iligs ? Why, that our Saviour's grace is free and fovereign^ 

^**0' he may do what he will with his own. They who are 

J^^s fo highly favoured as to have fo many converted in one 

J^^^xife, ought to Be doubly thankful ! Such a blefling have not 

*'lc his faintsi No j many, very many, go mourning over 

^^^3^. ^f p'erverfe and gr^celefs relations all their lives long ; and 

-d, even to their dying day, that their greateft foes are thofe 

their own houfhold. Surely thefe three relations lived a 

aven upon earth. For what can they want, what coiild 

ake them miferable, who are affured of Jesu's love? But 

rely if Jesus loves this dear little family, the next news one 

ight think we fhoUld hear, would be, that he went immei- 

^^ iately and healed Lazarus ; or at leaft cured him at a dif- 

^^hce. But inftead of that, we are told, verfe 6. '* When 

^^e had^eard that he was fick, he abode two days ftill in the 

^Taiic place where he was." A ftrange way this, in the eye 

t^f natural reafoli^ of expreffing lo^^c; but not fo ftrange in 

the 
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the eye of faith : for the Lord Jesus vurf efien jBlcnretb Im 
love, iDy deferring to give inuoediBte anfwera to our pr^jtn. 
Hereby, he tries our /aith and piatience, and exercifeg mll«a» 
paffive graces. We have a jKoof of this in the Sjrt^ewUuki 
woman» upon whom the blefied Jesus frowned, and fpake 
roughly to at firfl, only that he might afterwar<ifl turn noto 
her and fay, ^^ O woman, great is thy faith." Let not tboib 
then who believe, make too much hafte ; or immediately in 
their hearts repine againft the Lord, becaufe he may not 
anfwtr their requeRs, in their own time and way. GoD*f 
time and way is beft. And we (ball find it to be fo in the 
end. Martha and Mary experienced the truth of this, thoigh 
undoubtedly our Lord's feeming delay, to come and heal 
their brother, coft them great fearchings of heart. But will 
the Lord Jesus forget his dear Lazarus^ whoin his ibul 
loveth ? " Can a woman forget her fucking child ?" Indeed 
flie may ^ but the Lord never faileth thofe that fear him. 
Neither is be flack concerning his promife, as fome mea 
count flacknefs : for his very delays are anfwers. The vifioii 
i^ for an appointed time^ in the end it will fpeak and not 
■lie. 

Though our Lord abode two days where he was, to (lif 
the faith of thcfe fitters, yet after this, he faid unto his <k£tf 
ciples, verfe 7. « Let us go into Judea again." With wbai 
a holy fanjiliarity does Jesus eonverfe with his dear children i 
Our Saviour feems to fpeak to his difciples, as though he wili 
only their brother, and as it were upon a level With thcm/^ 
** Let us go into Judea again." How gently, according-JMl 
\vhat was prediSed of him, does he lead {hofe that are smotb 
young ! Jesus very well knew the weaknefs of his difciples, 
and alfo what a dangerous place JuJe^i was : how graduaHjr: 
therefore does he make known unto them, his defign of going 
thither ! And how does he admit his difciples to expoftulate with 
him on this account! *' Mafler, fay they, the Jews of la^ 
fought to ftone thee, and goeft thou thither again?'* They 
yrere ^roazcd at our Lord's boldnefs, and were j:eady to caih 
it pi^efujcnptioni as we generally are prone to cenfure and co/i«- 
denx(^.^therjj^^lw§ and eatcrprizing perfbas, as carrj^tng^ 
ni^j^ers to^^f^r ;.itjjppy l?eior no either reafon., if we examina> 
^*^.!?P"PW,,S flM< b.f8«l».l>-W V^S^c Ihey^o before, ajid« 
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tiacel: ourfeiyeti The difciples^ no doubt, thought that they 

fpokfimivof l^ve m tbeir LoHO^ and aflurediy they did ; but 

ythsLt a deal of iislf-love was there mixed and blended with it? 

Thqr feem much concerned for their Mafter, but they were 

BQDre concerned for • themfelve^. Howerer Jbsi^s overlooks 

tbfiir weakncfsy and mildly replies, verfe 9, and 10. " Are 

ibcre not twelve hours in the day ? If any man walk in the! 

^yv he ftumbleth not, becaufe he feeth the light of the 

ivorld4 but if any man walk in the iiight, he ftumbleth, 

iMtraufe there is no light in him/' As though our Lord had 

ftidy My dear dtfciples, I thank you for your care and coh-^ 

cero for me. Judea is a dangerous place, and what you fay 

of the treatment I met with from its inhabitants, is juft an^ 

true: but be. not afraid of going there upon my aceotmr. 

For as a man walketh fafely twelve hours of the dayj'4>eeauft 

he walketh in the light : fo as long as the time appointed by 

toy Father for my public adminifiration lafts, I (ball 6e a^^ 

fecure from the hands of my enemies, as a man that waHts if^ 

Vroad^day is fecure from falling. But as a man ftumtlleth 7P 

lift:, walketh in the night, fo when the n?ght of my^paffibri 

Cometh, then, but not till then, (ball I be given up intQ.tlits 

liaads of my fpiteful foes. Oh what comfort have thefe 

iwords, by the bleffing of God, frequently brought to mf 

fafil'l How may all Christ's minifters ftrengthen themfelves 

^ith this confideration, that fo long as God hath work for 

^Mvn to do, they are immortal ! And if after our work is 

iQvci^ our I>ORD'{hould call us to lay down our lives for the. 

boethreny and to feal the truth of our dof^rine with our bloody 

iftrwould certainly be the higheft honour that can be put upott 

^s. .** To you it is given not only to believe, but alfo to 

loffer," fays the apoftle to the Philippians. 

f* Thcfe things (the cvangelift tells us, ver. 11.) faid Jfesus^ 
aiid after that, (to fatisfy them that he was not going into^ 
"yysUa without a proper call) he faith unto them^ Our friend' 
Lmuarus fleepeth." Our friend. Amazing! For what is a 
fncnil? As one's own foul. How dear then, and near are 
true believers to the moft adorable Jesos ! ^^ Our friend Zdr- 
%oKUs.'^ . &till more amazing I Here rs condefceniion, here is 
unpatalleled familiarity indeed. And what of him f ^< .He ' 
flecpetju'' A figurative way of eirf>rf ffoH; F^ irtut \k death' 



t ltd 1 

lo iHe feyrert of Jcsvs Chkkt, bar a Ccnai, aad a ocfrcftos^ -^ 
Me tM? Thof ir is fa:d of &i^ibii wbra he dU, dm « be ^ 
fell aflecf*.** Christ indeed dicd^ but beHewcn onlj flccp; ^ 
And ^* thoft that flcrp in Jescts, (fm the icriyitvrc) will GdD-^ 

brifig with him/' ** Our friend Lnartts fleepetb.** For 

though he he dead, I ihail raife him frcm the grate fo ^*^"] - 
that hi> d'/ing will be only like a peribn's taking a flmrt flee^.. 

^ Our fricn.J Laxarus fleepeth, but I go that 1 may awa kii 

bim out of flcrp/' By this time, one would imagiDe, cue — 
Lord's difciplcs (hould have onderilood him : But howjitf 
willing are we to beliere an? thing that we do not likc» 
^ Then faid his difciples. Lord, if he fleep he fliail dc9 
well." Oh fearful, and flow of htart to believe I. How faiim 
vnotild thry excufe themfelves from going into Judga^ for fiear 
of a few ftones \ By this way of talking, how do they in tStSt 
impeach their bleflcd Matter's conduct, and under a pretence 
<rf prefcrving bis p'^rfon, foftcr, and as it were plead for their 
i>wn (though perhaps undifcerned) cowardice and unbelief ? 
TThat charity, which hopeth and believeth all things forthe 
beft, teacheth us to judge thus favourably of them« Fer, 
*• Howbeit Jrsus fpake of his death : they thought thati he 
had fpoken of taking reft in fleep." The great and compaf- 
ficnate High-pricft knowing and remembering they wsredHit 

• dufl, throws a veil of love over their infirmity; and atlcQgtfa, 
,iferfe 14. ** Saiih unto them plainly (for if we tvait onJ$tns, 

wc fliall know his will plainly, one way or another) Zi^SMUDJ 

• is dead,'* And even then, left they fcould be fwajlowedfip 
with overmuch forrow, he immediately adds, verfe 15. U And 

J am plad for your fakes that I was not there, to the itltentf^ 
may Iclicvc," or have more faith, or have that faith which 
you already pofl'efs increafcd and confirmed. A plain psciof 
.this, that all Jesu's delays to anfwer prayer, arc dnlyi^e 
flrenp;thcn our faith, 

** Ntv(rthplcfs, fay« ourLoRD, let us go unto him." This 
was a fufiicient hint, if they knew how to improve it, thabhe 
intended to do fomcthing extraordinary^ though he would not 
ffll them dircflly what he intended. For the LoRD'ffi^trs 
will kerp thofe w^horo he loves, at his foot, and dc^^efidiirit oa 
hrm. ** l.ct um go wmo him." He flill fpeaks asthbugl^idkY 
vcte bis cqutls.o Oh that Chridians in gencpal, OKlharimi- 
S nifter$ 
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tffiAeps:ki psfftkuhrv^wotiliik learn of bim their great exemplar, 
m:^'tonA€£ccnJtita'tnew'oi lo<«r<tflLgree J ' Well, the fec^t is now 
■finii v^B8USt;ba8':>fiiid< untb 'tfator plaiplf, Lazarus h dead. 
sAinl iwhat reccpdon^does this melancholy news ntteet with ? 
^Vith great .condolance, efpeeially from Thomas ; for verfe 
;a(fo. ^SThen (M Thomas^ who i is ctA\td Di^mus^ unto<his 
^oHiciw dd^ip!ef,-let us alfo go and die with him/' i. t. jcc- 
^ovding to fome, with Lazarus^ with whom, it may^be, 
Miomas bad contraded an intimate acquaintance. But grant- 
Big it was fo; fhall I commend him for this paflionate et- 
^^preflion ? I commend him not. Surely he fpake unadvifedJy 
-^witb his lips ; ^^ Let us alfo go and die with him." An 
'^diough there waa no comfort henceforward to be expeSed 
in the world, now bis friend Lazarus wzs gone* This* wa9 
& great fault, and yet a fault that many of Goo*s childron 
fun into daily, by mourning for their deceafcd relationsover- 
inucb, like perfons that have no hope/ But this inficmity 
ought not to be indulged. For if our friends and dear relfttivc3 
Ore dead, Jesus, that friend of finners, is not deadit. ' He 
^tU be better to us than feven fons, and will abundantly (vipp^y 
■ihtrpHcc of all creature- comforts. But I am more inclined 
4o> think that the word himy refers to Jesus his dear Mafter; 
(ahd if fo, he is fo far from being blamed, that he fpake like 
^vgood foldier of Jesus Christ. Let us alfo gb, that we 
Hnay die with him. If our dear mafter will go inioju^a^ 
^^Okd hazard his precious life, let us not any longer make fuch 
■Arivolousexcufes, but let us manfully accompany him; and 
^^ it the Jiws (hould not only be permitted to ftone, but alfo 
4o Inll him, let us alfo go and die with him, we cannot die 
in a better caufe. This was a fpcech worthy of a chriftian 
lieco, and Thomas herein hath fet us an example, that we 
(hould follow his (leps, by exciting and provoking one ano- 
ther clofely to adhere to the bleffed Jesus, efpeclaily when 
his caufe and incereft is in any immediate danger. This ex- 
hcM-catjon, it feems, had a proper eiFedl. They alhwenr, and 
oas^'far as we know, chearfully accompanied th^ir glorious 
Alaftcr. . , ^ 

... How 4hei? thoughts wcfc exercifed on tbjB rojErA> -we^are not 
*^d;^ :Bi|t I am apt torbeiieve they . wfiiona ljCicls)ilifcou««iged 

, . . found 
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found that Lazarus had iicD in the g^ave for faar dayBilltady.*' 
And what would it avail theni, to. come fo .wa^nf tiii(cB\^nl)r 
to fee a dead man'^ tomb i Qut bow wtfriy weift aU itbibga 
ordered by the bleilcd Jesus, to manifeft his glory iB^Hclnoft 
cxtraordin^n'y manner, that not. only his difciplw mfght'tliatt" 
thqir faith confirmed, but many alfo of tht Jevn Hiighr iM-i* 
licvc on him. This Bitbany^ it fcems, verfe i8; ^•/w?a» Iflgft-' 
upto Jerufaltm^ about fifteen furlongs ofF;'^ or.abdd«(l9^ 
mijes \ and Martha and Mary^ being what Wfe may iOatihipiWL 
pie of fafliion, and devout likewife ; many of the devoiti . 

and we may f^ppofe many of the wealthy Jews^ came- froiil- 

the metropolis, as well as other. adjacent places^ itttk 19/^ to 
Martha and Mary ; not to pay an idle^ trifling, butva feriotfs, 
profitable vifit, ** to comfort them concerning their i>rothtr.'' 
Thi» was kind and neighbourly. To weep with thof« ttbtt 
weep, and to vifit the afHidied.in their diftrefies, is one efihi^ 
tial branch of true and undefiled religion. And Oho^ fWHt 
is ijcwben we vifit furviving friends, that we have reaGnii to 
tlynk that their departed relations died in the LoRxxQi.And 
wp <;an therefore give them comfort concerning thboi ! For 
^^ blefled are the dead, that die in the Lord, e^eh-jfoiiMtH— ' 
the Spirit, for they reft from their labours." ThisiaHddfwcHus^ - 
like arguments, no doubt, thefe vifitors made ufc ofip'tcskiMid*'''^' 
fort Martha and Mary. And indeed they ftood in! mifeeb^iesi 
of confolation. For we have reafon to fuppofc, -fwira our 
Lqrd's anfwer, *^ This ficknefs is not unto deaih^^ but-vlflc 
glory of God }'* that they had eotcnained thoughts .ofert he 
recovery of their brother. But who can tell what tlfttjfe'^^^- 
holy .fouls muft feel, when they found their brother -did xydt -^^ 
rec.9yer, but was dead, laid out, and now ftinking in rfai^.fiUnt 
grajy:^! What hard thoughts, without judging >themi-jiintijn^ 
we,, fuppofe they entertained concerning Jesus J Think oj^ 
not, t^at]they were ready to cry out in the language of ^fehe — ' 
prqpj^t, r^^ Thou haft deceived us^ and we are dctteiifadkf "> 
But^l^aifi!^ exjtremity is Jfisu's opporturiity. In thetmilntuide 
of^the.fpr^nows that they had in their ^hearts^ the'iirtwS'Cf 
Ci^|iist*^iCon>ing; refre&es their fouls*. Somebody olr-rino^ 
thef^) c9mn2ienda^yiq^ci9HSi .privajiaely! itiimmi.ALAtbM pf i& 
*• WhOjn?» fef^B:>M^ft».^ard t^ }£SyA.was come (withmiir - 
makine any agqJogyto-AhASQApwny fioN^: her- mdenefii}: went 
I :; art* 
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^iMmiiA litfaougfat th0U>llfldftrti«^ fn^fovrntrA W^'}Kihtid 
=^jMub# ant 4hyJ[ift«r Martha ^or^ifvbt^Wh^^^bthb&ikd 
^fiocitfhc«Da^ydiiAg&df«hi9lir(fe. Why fitteft tfibu^ldt'T^It 
Di^jfiitedictDCVB was brought only prtvatd]^ td^.^ib'/i^^^fbr' 
itigpiaip-irofii verfe 31 ft, that the ^(fwj w^o vf^evi id %hd 
■i^ufe kpew not of it y) and Martha knowing how our h<PSiJ> 
liA^bid bcr once, wai refolved heihould have no teafon on'tbe 
isun^^ccount to chide her any more 5 therefore when the news 
^«{9fi brought, fhe would not fo much- as flay to infonri her: 
iift^r^- but went out to fee whether it were true or not^ and if 
fo, a3 the ekieft fifler, fhe would invite the blefled Jesus in; ' 
How happy is it, when Christ's reproofs for paft ncgVea*,^^ 
excite our future zeal to come out and meet him ! Subli 'rt'^"^ 
proofs are an excellent oil. Or, it may be, the news re^ctMi- 
At0r/% ears, as well as Mariha^Sy but being overcome vinkti^ 
forrow, (he thought it too good news to be true, and thefSfoffc ' 
fat ftill in the houfe. O how careful ought bclievets ti -be, ' 
tocberi(band maintain, even in the midft of tribulation-^ 'a 
holy confidence and joy in God ! For the joy of the LdiiD' 
isj»;belictcr-sftrength. , Whereas giving way to melanchbly 
aodiiuvbelief, raifes gloom and vapours in the mind, doudhi ' 
thctiodcrflanding, clogs us in the way of duty, and giv^ the 
cntmy, who loves to fi(h in troubled waters, a very great ad- 
vantage over 09. 

Maryi perhaps, through the prevalence of this, and being 
^Ifia *iaturally of a fedentary difpofition, ** fat flill in this 
^otjfcj" while her lifter Afcr/Aj got the fbrt of her, and w6rlt ' 
^ut.to inect Jesus, And how does fhe accoft him ? Why; * 
^ a language befpeaking the diftrefs of a burdened knd dir6r-' 
lered mind. For fbe faid unto Jesus, verfe 21, "Lord, 
f thou hadft been here, itoy brother had not died." Here is ' 
I. mixture of faith and unbelief. Faith niadeherfay, "Lord, 
if thou hadfl been here, my brother had not died." But an- 
:^lief made her confine Christ's power to his bodily preftnce^ 
Befidesyviiere was a tadt accufation of the blefled Jes Us of 
Linktndneis, for not coming when they fent unto him the 
cnel&ge^ >^Lok0f be whom tliou loveft is fick." Orice fhe ' 
charged Jesus: with want of cnt \ «• Lolt^/'calr«ft tliou' iic4^ 
that vKf fiffianhatfa left mc'ta «^r«« «lofie4^'vj4i»iji' fl]/e AftM' ' 
Voi..VL H ' him 
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him wi'h want of kindncfs. ** If rhou had ft bcirii' bcrtT;'' as 
much as to fays if thou h^dftbeen fo kmcf'as to have totat 
when wc fent for ihec, ** my brother hud not tf}c*V* and ^| 
faying tl.us, fhj does l5 it were lay her brother*^ Aeath fo 
j£as CHRibT. O how apt arc even thofe whom' Jssus 
Ipvfca in a peculiar manner, to charge him fooKflkly ? H()W 
often Joes the enmity of our dcfperatcly wicked hearts rife 
againft Christ, when wc arc under the affliflihg hand of 
his providence ! Arc not the very beft of us frequently tcmpiied, 
ill fuch circumftanccs, to fay within ourfelves at lcaff,*'Why 
cU^cs GoP thus cruelly deal with us r Why did nojt hd^lceep 
off' this flroke, iiE^eing it was in his power to have prevenfed 
it ? How {houtd we be afhamed and confounded before him 
.upon this account? How fhould we pray and labour to be 
ciclivered from' this remaining enmity of the heart, and l6ng 
for that time, when mortality ihal I be fwallowedSjp bf^fift, 
and we fhall never feel one finglc rifing of heart jag^nftla 
good and gracious, and all-wife and glorious Redeetfii^, any 
more r However, ta do Martta yuQ.\ct^ flic pretty wiiU' rea- 
vers hcrfelf, verfe 22. ** But I know, that even nf^,* ^hat- 
foever thou wilt alk of GoD, God will give it rft tbef *' 
Whether thefc words imply an aflual belief of 6u(f^^L<$^'8 
divinity, is not certain. To me they do ; becaufe w^ ihkfl W« 
fcnily find, that die did believe our Lord was .the Sdn of 
God, and the Meffiah which was to come into thtf ^il&iA. 
Therefore when ftic faid, Ihe knew that whatfocvcr he aft^ 
of God, God would give it to him, fiie may be undcrftdod 
a:., referring to God the Father, under whom the Lbtp JesU5 
atHcd as Mediator, though equal to him in ^efpe^ to hh 
i'.tcrnal glory and godhead. This myftcry we may wdil' fup- 
pofe her acquainted with, bcc^ufe Jesus had been ircqtunidy 
paaching at her houfe, and confeqoently, Had opened diat 
myftcry unto her. O what a bleffed thing muft it hkloim 
Tuch a Mediator ! fuch an high-prieft and intercefer at'^ftc 
■ Father's right-hand, that whatever hc.alks the Father ih our 
behalf, he will give unto us! Jesus takes this 'Icindly at 
A/ai das hand, and paflss over her infirnlity. For if the Lord 
Wiis cxacl to mark every thing that we fay "or 3o araifi, alas I 
V. i.o KMiUl a1»ide ? He only calmly (ays.' unto'he/j verfe 23. 
'' 1 In broibci liiii)! rife again.".' 

'■''•'• Glad 
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Glad fidings thejc of great joy. This fliould comfort lu 
concerning our deceafed, pio^s relations, that ere long they 
Hull rife again, and foul and boidy be for ever with the Lord. 
Howfeeit Jesus fpakc here of an immediate refurreftfOn, 
though h^Aid not fpeak plainly : For Christ loves to exer- 
qfi^the faith »nd patience of tiis difciples, and frequently 
le^ve^ them to find out his meaning by degrees. It is beft 
for us in our prefent ftate, that it (hould be fo. In' heaven 
it wiU be otherwife. " Thy brother, (fays Christ to JUar^ 
tba) {h^il rife again/' She might immediately have replied. 
When, Lord i But (he fetches a circuit as it were, arid la- 
bqurs to find out Uie mind of Jesus by degrees. *♦ I know, 
fays ihe, that he (hall rife again at the refurre^icn of the laft 
day/* . Thefc words feem to imply, that Hie had fome diftant 
thought of our Lord's defign to raife her brother now, and 
that fjlie fpoke thus only to draw our Saviour to fpeak, arid 
tdlher plainly whether he meant to do fo of j^ot. Thofe 
who are acquainted with Jesus, are taught an holy slrt by 
the bleiled Spirit, in dealing with their blefledl mafter. '*^I 
know, fays (he, he ihall rife again ^t the refurre£tion of the 
la^,day," (a notable proof this, by the way, that th6 pious 
^$^i ^Ueved the refurre£tion of the body). It is juft the fahie 
^r^)^S - (he had faid, Lord^ doft thou meaii that my bto- 
ihcr Ihail rife again before that time? Our Saviotn: Wifely 
keeps o(F from giving her a direA anfwer, but chufes rather 
^. preach to her heart. ^' Jesus faid unto her, I am the re- 
ftrre^ion and the life : He that believcth in nie, though he 
were iiead, yet (hall he' live." On this Martha*^ faith,' if in 
exercife, might take holdl'; O glorious words ! How encou- 
raging to you poor finners lyiQg in your blood f Though ybu 
are dead in trefpaffes and fins, and might Jufily be condemned 
to die the fecond death, yet if you believe on the Lord j£sU3 
you (hall live/ He adds, *VAnd whofoever believeth in me (hall 
never die ;" never die as to their fouls, never die eternally, sind 
confequently never finally fall away from God. This is an 
encouraging foul-comforting declaration for you, O believers, 
who are thus kept, as it were, in a garrifon, by the mighty 
power of Gop, through faithj unto falvation \ " Believeft thou 
this?'' (ays Christ tp^JI/jr/&^^ 26. What avail all 

the manjr*great and precious promifes of the gofpej, imlefs 
they are applied and brought home in particular to each of our 
H a fouls ? 
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feiik ?- The >(!>T^ do^s not profit unlefs It h'mix^ wffh fattft, 
Wtf llicrtfbrc do WH, "Mi^heft We kr« readingCHRisV-i' word*, 
td i^^it thW^iHfftidW to od^felvc^i O my foul, bellweflf -'tfeltt 
tfcte P* And" Wei! ^riiildit b6 for ife. If upon |>utting thft <}«f- 
tJbW trtbttrftflves, wc cot/ld with the fahic boly coflfideliie^, 
»d/jW'ttt^ faVrre^^relightful fVame, fay with MaHha^ Vtrfc 4";^; 
^^^YV'aV'LoRD : I believe that thou art th^ CffRisf, the S«^ 
of God, which fliould come into the world/* Tbfe I thinfc 
W-b d^V^a tbnfeflion of our LoRD^s divinity. How full was 
WK h^iW: When (he fpoke thefe words ! I am perfuaded it 
bU(-nt-^iihm her. What a divine warmth had (he contra&ed 
\fi diking with jEdtTs ! How does (he long that her fifteir 
liftght^ Aiare" in her holy joy ! For when (he had fa faid, verfe — 
i?{.-"'iBe weiit aSV^ j*' full of love, no doubtj and called 
ififiMy hfel flfter, Sis aH^^ill labour to call their near relation^, 
*ijrt% WaVfe'feft' t^cTLiab jEsD^'to be the refurrcfliion and Ae 
B?l^'tWemftlvrt:*' Bik'Mattha took care, in' the midft of het^ 
ifeal'Ps W^Yli&erld^El!ways'do)to behave with prudence^ sttfd " 
^fiireforfe^'lh?' called her fitter fccretly, faying. The tjaafteir 
ii'<!:6h*e,'flrid'ca1Wth fo'r thte." The mailer is conwr-'^lfe 
ifftga fay'ho rtlbre J**i*7ry knew very weH whom (he ineint. 
PbV'hify fbulsicafily underftahd one another when talkitt^'^ 
ihWrii^ftei- jESUi. Ttie divine Herbert ufcdto d^lr^ht (f*rh«li 
f^ttkirig (5f J^stri) to fty, *« My Mafttr ;" perhapi he l^arM 
W d^-Martha, whey'fat?tf here, *^ The Maftcr fd conie^qftid 
t^iltth'fofthc^:*'. B\ir v^hat is this thou hyt&i Marm^f ' 
Tlie Maffiif is cbme, and'cailleth for thee ? Surely ii' v^okflM 
8P^iKy exalted piety Will not tell a ddibcrate lie, and in'titij^ 
%■ ffiduce'tliy fitter to coHie to jESif5, acquaint her^thiat^Jis^^ 
cklled'her, when indeed he did not. Thoti nei^dcft liot'pAt 
thyftlf to ?uch an expence, or do To niuch e\'il, that:'|ddil 
xttdy fcoftlcf of it. Only tnention Jescs to Ai>7, and let Hef 
kttbw for a certainty that the Matter is indeed ccJrhc,"ahrf'I 
ytri^pet^fuaded fhe virill fit no longer. MariBa M doubt *kniw, 
kftcf therefore fcahnot'judge her as lomc"do, as thotfigh in 
TlrfKafte Ihe faill what was not true, tor Je St; s migRi bid 
Kir to calf her fitter, thbugli'it be not direflly tntfntuittfed in 
jtliis chapter. And it is very probable^ that otii'^EbRD did 
ehquffe aftfer il/jz-jf, becaufe {he ufcd to take fiich greJ^'dicKjght 
in fitithg at his Teet, and'lleaHng the gracious W6fdi that 
procccd^dbutof "hii'mdoth, ''« The Maftbr is come (faith 
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pppr ftnircirs, ^j9^^ti^iS^^\i-9^Vi ^hW WUftWi oygjWfjKfb^ 
j,i^'SafiH5»i>r!(,fis <?pmeyf(?o(i>&iuvw.i^bi« .li>\y<?mwW^iafl<^ ia 

|%ft:^f all hv^fefvafiw, anfi c»)l^th.for.yow. €(ltlwi5.^6]»ajf 

p9^er^bow .yoMC ftttblK>ri>,ix«>rjt§. and wills ito Q}>(?y,,]thee <!/[U/ 
as holy MfJ(y did. ^ .... .,. ...,. ;,!.....:. ., j.^j.,^, ..^^,-•; ^c. 

^ , For ^e AKI told, verfe 29*. V'i"\^.hefi fhfff^lv^^d t,^^ (he 
rafe^i.^kly» »nd came.to.j£|aj.3." /Sipner^ ^^h^ iviydS®** 
iofo? Qr 3y»{by4o youwt dafp ? How- kn9^^vH you,wl^hW 
J^sus will jC^Jl for you any.tnpre, befofcilhci.gallsri.jp.Ui ^^ 
i^eath tpjvdgifient? Linger^ O lipger no^qnger/ .fly, % 
fqr yowr liv^8fS„ Arifc ,qjuick,ly> and v/if)f, J^^ry ppaac.^ 
J^sy,€i» ..Sheobeyed tbe call fe v^ry.fpe^^ily, iJigc. hpr ^b^ftp 
Mras tafeenDotice of by her viCfors, " Tljec^yftffj^.th^jPaf jiyl^^ 
.wa"e.wilh her in the houfe^ arwl corpforiifd hery. whea th^y 
£iw 4^0' 'tl*^^ ^^ -"^^f^ ujp,h2^ftily.(with;9i|t a^ cer^njopyj, jif 
al^J and went out^ folio vjrcd. bc;r, .fay ipg,^l|ie. gaetb,,ftc^i?bc 
gr^ye, j^L.weep there," f^ow wifely c|oie{»;,o|Ujr.L<;j|iD .gpi^iy^ic 
ajid^9fider all this, tp bring the J^w; out to ^ebpld ihi^fi^f^pn- 
(}frfif)ij)rii^a(;le that he \?as about, to perfpripa J, ^jttjqd^^^^ry 
^n^.thQ'^^^ti^j think for what epd jthey were thus prpTJdi^^iAlily 
l/^out. M^gut when JjE^ys h^th wo/k ;to be ^one^.t^eijU^ill 
brkig^iKwls to the place.] where h^i i^f ends . to call ^na, ijO 
fpite ofinen or devil's, pqt how ^^ftes^^^^rj^ bchay^^-^Yrh^ 

cj^me^tft Jfisjo-s ? Wcrm?^ be RfiV*^l^> "<^^,.jyi^^.^jg!9^^jfrH- 
miji^y.. Ko wonder .tjbtep w,e ar.q tol,d, ver((^.32.[j;jx^]t/,' ^b^p 
H^ faw bim, (he ipji^edia^ely, fpll dowp..at^.j>j^ ^f??^C?i bfiKS? 
44tfrjt;,bad been ufed' to, aad ^ ift an agpjny , pf;,&!;ief,:)|^ai;y -^as 
b«rXift(B^ had /done btfore hfr).Lo^p,j|^;hf:j^ bacl^ feS^9li\9Ji 
my brotJtief h^ x^\,^^^^\ Yoox Maj-y.^ ^^^^^.Vf'^^h^ -^M 
gre^t indeed- ^Th^tigh (jija^was a holy/jvoin^nj^Qig ?ffp!)^(flfif 
well be^f i,he l.of«. of . hfr brother, Sl^c kA?w .yery we^ll^^.tfi^ 
fj^ W^prjd woul(J,jmiji^,|t^m, and no jdoufet ^c had,,])€jgpj^l^ipd 
^P^ tender brpmer ^fpj^her. But I aq, afraid fliV ..v^^s 'fipfully 
pyercome ,wi;h ^o^ecp^uch forrpw. Hpwp«fp b^i we , b^ea 
there, ,.th^ figljjt'pij^ft have affiVaedys, tt-C^o^s t.^,^^^y^ ,ftf- 
fea«d^t^e,^ifitor^J,5^^^^ W^edjK^p^Sj., ^^%''in(|ei4 

aad for aQt,c^pg,,^hgf:yothcr> , jRliff^^^itie^ Wl^lW^' 
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thixcs both with Alary and her weeping friends ! «* When 
Jesus faw her weep, and the Jews alfo weeping, he groaned 
in his Spirit, and was troubled," Troubled : Npt wi0i any 
finful perturbation we may be aflurcd : nothing of that na- 
ture could poffibly be in his finlefs foul. And, tbereforC| 
fomc havejudicioufly enough compared the trouble our toRD 
now felt, to fome chryftal water fliaken in a glafs or bottle ; 
you may fhake it, but there will be no fediment : it wilTbe 
chryftal water ftill. " He groaned in his fpirit." I do not 
fee why this may not be underftood of his praying in the 
fpirit, which maketh interceffion for the faints, with aA«eA«rMc 
^iiifAy (JLoiff ** groanings that cannot be uttered." Methinki 
I fee the immaculate Lamb of God, fecretly, but powerfully 
agonizing with his Father ; his heart is big with fympathy ! 
At length, out of the fulnefs of it, he faid, ver. 34. " Where 
have ye laid him ? They (I fuppofe Mary and Martha) fay 
unto him. Lord, come and fee." He came, he faw, *• He 
wept," ver. 35. It is put in a verfe by itfelf, that wc might 
paufe a while, and alk, why Jesus wept ? 

He wept, to fhew us, that it was no fm to (bed' a tv^of 
Icyc and refignation at the grave of a deccafed, friend ;'1ite 
wept, to fee what havock fin bad made in the wort(}^ diiiiif how 
it bad reduced man, who was originally little lower ilikh die 
angels, (by making him fubjeft to death) to a level t^ith the 
beafts that perifli : but above all, he wept at the foreJEght'^ir^ 
tbe people's unbelief ^ he wept', to think how many then {Ir^- 
feiit, would not only not believe on, but would be hird^iied^ 
and have their prejudices increafed more and more againJK tu^', 
though he (bould raife Lazarus from the dead before ttieir 
eyes. Well then may minifters be excufed, who, whiitt thejr 
are preaching, now and then drop a few tears, at the con- 
f|dleration of their fermons being, through the peryerfenefs aAd 
unbelief of many of their audience, a favour of deatli iinto 
dcaibt inilcad of a favour of life unto life. Upon a !tike'6cca- 
■ fton Jesus wept. What an affedling fight was beret Let 
us for a. while fuppofe ourfelves placed amidft thefe holy 
mourners ; let u^ imagine that we fee the fepulchre juft be* 
fore us, and the Jfws^ and M<iry, and the bleffed Jbsus weep- 
ing round it. S^urely, the moft obdurate of us all muft drop 
a tear, or at l^afl: be, affcQcd with the fight j we find that it 
affc^^td thofe who were really by-ftanders : for then faid the 

Jews^ 
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Jfws^ ^u 3)6. V Behold, how'Jie loved bim." And did they 
JKy,, Behold, iibw he loved him, wfien'JfeVni only flietl ia few 
icars over the' grive of his d«parte<l Lazarkrf €?omfe thin^ O 
finnersjfand view Christ dying and potlring put'his*pre^iotft 
hcar.f 8 blood for you upon an acqurfed tree, and therf ferely 
you muft needs cry out. Behold, hb\v he loved us ! 
■ But. alas, though all were affedkd, yet, it feemsi a'l ^re 
•not well afieded lat feeing Jesus weep ! For we ari*^ tbRf^ 
yer. 37. tha^t fome of them faid, " Could not thisniari; wh6 
opened the eyes of the blind, have caufed that even this man 
fiiould not have died ?" One would imagine, that Satan hiifi- 
felf could fcarce have uttered a more perverfe fpeech : evci'y 
worn is full of fpite and rancour. Could not this man, thrs 
fellow, this deceiver, who pretends to fay, that he opehefl 
the eyes of the blind, have caufed t*h^t this man, wh^ he 
feems to love4b, (hould not have.dicd ? J^ 06t this a (ufficiefk 
proof that he is a cheat ? Have we catched htm at laft ? Is it 
likely that he really helped others, when h^ could not help his 
own frlendf — O how patient ought the fervants of our 
h(l^P to be 1 And how may they expeft to be cenfurcJ, a'rifl 
have their good deeds queftioned, and teflened, when their 
bleflcf) M^Q^r has been thus treated before them ! However, 
gt^sys will do good^ notwithftandJng all thefc flights put tipon 
^^p^ and therefore, again groaning in himfelf, '• he cbmeth 
•io the-grave^. it was a cave, (or vault, as is cuftomary in gre*^ 
^miiHes) and a ftone lay upon it j Jescs faid, vei^. 39. 
Take ye away the ftone." itqw. gi-aduA^^ly doesoiir Lolcb 
proceed, in order .to engage the peopl^V attention theindre ^ 
'Mejthinlb'I fee theni iajl eye, ail ear, and eagerly waiting to 
IGee t{9& iflue of thia afFair. But Martha now returning^Fih 
iHe reftoif the 'company, feems to have loft that good fram^ 
.^fbicb'ihe'was in when (he went to call her fifter; '^^ She 
Talth untohim, j[vcr. 39.) Lord, by this time he ffinketh : 
for he hath been either dead or buried four days." O the'JH*- 
mal effefts oif carnal realboing ? How naturally do wfe f4U 
into doubts and (ear«; when \^c have not our eye fimply di- 
reded to the bl^;fied J^^fisus ! Martha^ inftead of looking up 
to him, looks d.6Ayn into the grave, and poring upon her bro- 
ther's ftinking'corpfe, falls intoa fitof tinbclief^ '' By this 
time.he ftinketh ^" and, therefore, afighc bfhim will only, be 
oSenfive. Perhaps ihe might think our L'oi^b only ^nte«l 
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to^.take z view of-hcf brather Lazar^ ;> Jt(4.t5S» Ibereforry to 
gjjj^ hqt yet a furtj'ipr bipt, that he jiuvH^pd to do fomething 
.j^xuaprdinary, faith unto her, veo 40. ^\ Smd I not unibo thjQP» \ 
^af if'thou wouUft bilieve, thou fliouldft fee the glory^.-tifj 
pPD ?" Our Lord (peaks here with feme degree of ivarimh>: 
for.jdothiDg difpleafes him more than the unbelief of his own 
diibiplcs. <^ Said I not unto thee, if thou wouldft beUcve, 
ibou fhouldft fee the glory of God ?" When Chrjsiv fi^ft 
^pojce thefe words unto her, we are not lold ; it might be, 
this w^s part of their converfation upon another occafion foipe 
tJipe before : however, he checks her openly for her unbelief 
now ; for thofe y^hom Jesus loves, muft cxpe£k to be rebuked 
ipi^[^y by him, whenever they difhonour him by unbelief. 
.'JThc J:cproof i* taken. 

.^ Without making any more objections, " They took away 
tijit.fioRe ^om ,the place where the dead was laid." And now 
behold with what folemnity the holy Jbsus prepares himfelf 
to jexecute his gracious defign ! *^ And Jesus lift up his eyc^ 
and faid. Father, I ^ank thee that thou haft heard me ; aed 
I knew that thou hcareft me always : but bccaufe.of th<s peo- 
ple which fiand by» I ^aid it, that they may believe thattbob 
haft fent mc." Who can exprcfs with what fervor ao4 i^- 
tcnfcRcfs of fpirit, our glorious Hi{;h-prieft uttered ibbe(W 
words ! They area thankfgiving ariling from an aflqrdtiQr 
that his Father had heard him : for Christ, as Mediatqy, 
w,9s inferior to the Father* ** I knew that thou heareit^Qi: 
always (and fo may every believer in his degree fay too).|vitiy[t 
hqcaufc of tl>e people which ftand by, I faid it." — Sai4v^AM>' 
We do n(xt.hcar that Jesus faid any thing by .way af.pi^^yar 
.bv'fore; and that is truje,if we mean vocally, but. men tally iier 
^id fyy foijijicthing, even ^when he groaned in.the .fpiri(>Qi|Qe 
an^ again, and vvas troubled. There is a way of.priaying, 
even when we do not, and cannot fpeak. " Why UycB: 
thgU)" h'ri God to Mojis; though we do not hear that he 
IpokeLone fuigle word : but he cried 4n Jh is heart.. And I 
Qlpferve .this, for the comfort of fome weak^^butxeal cbriftians, 
who think they never pray, unlefs they can have a great flow 
of wctrcl^ ; )3ut. t^\$ \s a great miftake : for we often pray beft, 
whea,>ve can fpeak leaft. There are times when the heart is 
too bi^ to f0«?t!<r v^Pi^ ^^^ fe*/j^ yf"^if;«^*!^?t^ interceffion for 
the faints, and that too according to tVx will of God, with 
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groaning^ that cannot te'iiHered. 'SUch^^/&Mi}£Vprayeif 
for a fon, ^< She fpake no^i only hei* lips m^cH V*' ind fuch 
.was our Lord's way of prayitigat this time'. AH^'perhaj[ff 
thdfoti) is ne(^ ill ^ better ftrfm^;'f had iKi^n IhHi^htly ftitT- 
neis, and unfpeakable'fefrtlity, it cdn put itifelf as a Irlahic 
inr Jsstjs's hand, for him to ftamp oh it juft whisit hepleafes. 

And >now the hour of our Saviour's performing^ -^hi 

lohg-expefted miracle, is come.' Ver. 43. ** When' he th'iA 

had fpoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus^ conik 

forth." With the Word there went an irrefiftibIe*power : he 

fpake, and'^it was done : he cried, and behold, ^< He that w^s 

dead came forth bound hand and foot with grave cloaths^; 

andhiB face was bound about with a napkin.*' What a fight 

was here ! Mcthinks I fee furprize fit upon each fpedator't 

iace : as the body rifes^ their wonder rifesioo. See hoi/ they 

gaze ! See how their looks befpeak the language of aftdhifired 

hearts ; and all with a kind of filent, but expreffive oratory, 

ready to fay, What manner of man is this? Surely this fs 

tke Mefiiah that was to come into the world. How did tht 

bcra^rtS'Of Martha and Aforjf, as we may very well fuppofe, teap 

4br joy I How were they a(hamed of themfelves, for chargin*^ 

jEStr^ fooliflily, and taxing him with unkindnefs, forgot 

cotning to prevent their brother's dying ! It is true, ChrisT 

fuflRsred'htm to die, but behold he is now alive again ! Jtiiis 

never denies us one thing, but he intends to give us fomtthing 

iMtter in the fiead of ir. Think yoii not that Martha' zrii, 

'Mary were now the moft officious to obey our blefled LbRT>*s 

'^domcnand, ** Loofe him, and let him go ? " That feme pbWtt- 

^th'at taifed Lazarus from the dead, might have alfo t^keh^tffe 

-gravcf-cloaths from him : but Jesus Christ never did,' itid 

never will work a needlefs miracle. - Others- cotrld uniobfe 

ilis grave-cloaths, but Jesus alone could udooOr the band$ of 

death.'- '" ' " 

And now, perhaps, fome may be ready to a(k, What'netvs 
hath Lazarus brought from the other vtrorid ! 'But flopV O 
man^, thy ^n curiofity ! It is forbidden, and therefbre Vfe:- 
lefe krtowfedge. The fcriptures afe filertt 'cbncerriihg' it. 
Why fliould wc'deflre to be wife above what is written f^ It 
becomes us rathc^ t6 be wholly employ W 1h addring the gra- 
cious hand of that tnighty Redeemer 'who raiflrdhlm frbm'the 
■ ■ . .. . .:.r.u i;o; -^ai '.-i^ /'•'• -dead. 
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dead, and to fee (now we h&ve heard, the hiflorjr) what im« 
provement we can make of fuch a renuukahle and inftrufiive 
traofadioo« 

Would lo God that my preaching upon the refiJrreSioo of 
Lovarui to-day, may have the fame blefled eftecls upon you^ 
as the fight of it had upon fome of the ftaoders-by : For we 
arc told, vcr. 45. *^ Then many of the Jru^s who came to 
Maryy and had feen the things which Jesus did, believed on 
him." A profitable vific this ! The beft, qo doubt, that they 
ever paid in their lives. And this was in anfwer to our Sa- 
viour's prayer, '' But bccaufe of the pj^ple who ftand by, I 
faid it, that they may believe, that thou baft fent me." One 
would imagine, that all who faw this miracle, were induced 
thereby, really to believe on him : But alas ! I could almoft 
fay, that I can tell you of a greater miracle than raifing Z/?* 
%^us from the dead. And what is that ? Why, that fome of 
ihefe very perfons who were on the fpot, inftead of believing 
on him, ^' went their way to. the Pbarifees, and told, them 
what Jesus had done." ver. 4^6. It was fo far from convinc- 
ing them, that it only excited their envy, ftirred up the whole 
hell of their felf*righteous hearts, and made them^ from that 
day forward, ^^ take counfel together," to execute what they 
had long before defigned, to put the innocent Jesus to.de^tht 
See how bufy they arc, ver. 47. ^^ Then gathered the <^hH^ 
priells and the Pharifees a council, and faid. What do.^ei 
For this man doeth:many miracles/' Envy itfelf, it feem3, 
could not deny that. And need they fay then, ^^ AVhat do 
wp," or what fliould we do ? Believe in, to be fure,. imd 
fubmit to him ; take -up the crof;;, and follow him. No ; oq 
the contrary, fay they, ver. 48. ^^ If we let him thus alone^ 
(which they would not haye done (b long, bad not GoD put 
a hook in the Leviathan's jaws) all men will, believe on 
him/' And fuppofe they did i Then all men would be blefled 
iindeed,and have a title, to true happinefs. No, fay they, 
*^ then the Romans {hall come and take away both our place 
and nation." But were not the Romans coma already ? Were 
they not at this time tributaries to Cafar? But they were 
afraid of. the church as well as the ftate : " They will come 
aud take away our place/' ouf place of worfhip : and confe- 
cjuently, they look upon Jtsvs Christ and his proceedings, 
and adherents, as dangerous both to church and ftate. 

This 
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This hath been always the method of Pharifees and high« 
priefts, when they have been taking counrei againft the Lctkn 
Jesus^ and his dear anointed ones. But they need n6t'4iare 
bden afraid on this account : for Qur Saviour's kiogdoni nei- 
ther wa6, nor is of thk iiedrld ; and the only way to have pi^ 
fetved their place and nation, wai to have countenanced^^ismd 
as much as in them lay, caufed all to believe on JfistJs. Hdi^ 
mirerably were they out in their politics f The death of 
Jesus, which they thought would fave, was the grand caiifei 
of the utter deftruftion both of their place and nation : And 
fo will all politics focined againft Christ and his gofpd 
end at laft in the deftruAion of thofe who contrived them. . 

O the defperate wickednefs and treachery of man^s deceitful 
heart ! Where are the fcribes, where are the infidels, Wbdns 
are the letter-learned difputers of this world, who are daity 
calling for a repetition of miracles, in order to confirm and 
evidence the truth of the chriftian religion ? Surely if they 
believe not Mofes and the prophets, neither would they believe, 
tKougli one rofe from the dead. Here was one raifed from 
the dead before many witnefles, and yet all thofe witneiTetf did 
by no means believe on Jesus. For divine faith is not 
Wifouglit in the heart by moral perfuafion (though moral 
fuafroh is very often made ufe of as a means to convey it) ; 
filth is the peculiar gift of God : no one can come to J^s^s 
unlefs the Father draw him : and, therefore, that I may drvm 
near the clofe of this difcourfe, let me (hut up all with a word 
of Exhortation. ' 

^ome, ye dead, Chriftlefs, unconverted finners, come and 
fee the place where they laid the body of the deceafed Lazarut ; 
behold him laid ouf, bound hand and foot with grave-doathl, 
locked up and (linking in a dark cave, with a great (Ibne 
placed on the top of itf View htm again and again; go 
hearer to him; be not afraid; fmell him, ah I how he ftinketh. 
Stbp there now, pauicawhile; and whilft thou art gating 
upon the corpfc of LazdruSy give me leave to tell thee with 
grdat plainnefs, but greater love, that this defld, botfnd, en- 
tombed, (linking carcafe, is but a faint reprefcntAiion ofvthy 
poor foul in its natural ftate : for, whether thou believefirit^or 
not, thy fpirit which thou beareft about with theey fepukhred 
in fle(h and blood, is as literally dead to God, ^ild as trdy 

dead 
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ikad in trcrpaflcs and fins, as the body of Lazarus was in the 
ctfve. Was he bound hand and foot with grave-cloaths f Sfvtirt 
cfada bound hand and foot with thy corruptions : and as a ftone 
wii laid on the fepulchre, fo is there a ftone of unbelief upOft 
thy ihipid heart. Perhaps thou haft lain in this ftate, not en^Iy 
four days, but many years, ftinking in God's noftrils. Awfj 
wltat is ftill more affc6ling, thou art as unable to raife thyfelf 
ctitcf this loaihfome, dead ftate, to a life of rightcoufncfs and 
irvLt holincfs, as ever Lazarus was to raife himfclf from the 
itiive in which he lay fo long. Thou mayeft try the power 
of thy own boafted free-will, and the force and energy of^^ 

moral perfuafion and rational arguments (which, without bU 

dibUbt, have their proper place in religion) j but all thy eflForts^. 
xtxerfed with never fo much vigour, will prove quite fruitlelsB- 
a*id abortive, till that fame Jesus, who faid, ** Take away — 
t!te ftone," and cried, " Lazarus, come forth," comes by hi^ 
ttiighty power, removes the ftone of unbelief, fpcaks life to th^ 
^c^d foul, locfes thee from the fetters of thy fins and corrap— 
t?6bs, and by the influences of his bleflcd Spirit, enablestheefo 
artfe, and to walk in the way of his holy commandments. 
And O that he would now rend the heavens, and come doMi 
amongft you ! O that there may be a ftirring among 'the dry 
bones this day ! O that whilft I am fpeaking, and fs^ftti^j 
**-Dcad finners, come forth," a power, an almighty pm^irtg 
might accompany the word^ and caufe you to emerge- Ditp 
ntvtYikl -' 

If the Lord ftiould vouchfafe me fuch a mercy, ai^taf 
ctie fingle foul iri' this great congfegation, fliould arife'^Wd 
Iha/ke himfclf from the du& of his hatural ftate ; accordibg^ 
tftfe prcfent frame of my heart, I fliould not care if preaching 
tht{i<(Vrmon herein the fields, was an occafion of hi(fteil(H]g 
my death, as raifing Lazarus haftened the death of my blbfied 
Mafter. For methinks death, in fome rcfpeds, is more'to^ 
Kf>lLble, than to fee poor finners day by day lying fcpukhred, 
dead and ftinking in fin. O that you faw how loathfome you 
ard in the fight of God, whilft you continue in your natural 
Butt] -r believe you would not fo contentedly hug your 
chains, ajld' fcfiiW to be fct at liberty. 

Methinki, 
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Mcthinks I k^iovfioM'you a^ae^^jat this fftpt of mi/iiiC- 
rourfe. What ^y yott i Are there i?c|t fpnoia ifciady to com- 
i^iain, alas ! we/bave fome relations prefent,' who f^f/^.^^ih 
rorioufly wicked, that they not ,pnly hiig .^heir chains,' j^ 
xiake a mock of fin, and ftink not only in the i^ghd.of.Qc^jg^ 
3ut man* Dear fouls ! you are -ready to ur;ge this, ^p^.^ if^^^ 
ron why Jesus will not raife them ; and-thU^k.it'h^dy tPfo^r 
haps, that Jesus does not comej in anf^er to your Repeated 
grQans and prayers, to convert and fave them. But w^2^| 
Jesus faid unto Martha^ I fay unto you, *' Believe, and you 
fhall fee the glory of God." Think it not a thing incr^ihli;, 
that Goo ibould raife their dead fouls. Think not hair^i qf 
Jbsus for delaying an anfwer to your prayers: afluiie y(f^t^ 
felvcs be heareth you always. And who kaQ)ys, bux.tjjijj^^^ 
Jesus may vifit fome of your de^r r^^^tjans heart;^^|ii|^ 
whofe account you have travelled in birtlj-till Ch^^t^ j^ 
formed in them ? You have already fympathizedwith MartJj^ 
Ti^ijMary^ in their doubts and feax$ ; who knows .J^wjtjfoa 
injay alfo be partakers of that joy whi<^h their fouis exp/sri- 
civccdy. when they received their rifen brother into their long- 
ing. arms. .:, i \ ; 

iP Chriftlcfs fouls, you do not kn(wv.v^lp at, grief yoMT/COttj. 
tinuance in fin occafions to your godly relations ! Yoj^dp,,i;<j^ 
kQp>y how you grieve the heart of Je5U5- I befeeqh /jou 
g^G Kim no frefh caufe to weep aver you upoaaccQunjC,9f 
your unbelief : let him not again groan in his fpirit an4Jbc 
tii$]t!tihled. Bel^old how he has iov^ you, even fo a^. fa jay 
4<^nr;his life for you. W,hat could he do more ? ^ I^pra^yftyit 
Ihefefore, dead finAers,come forth ^; af:ifje and fup wi^J^^^^ 
Tfhil was an honour conferred o^ l^zarus, and th^,4i°Wi^ 
nour awaits you r.Not that you (hall fitj^owo >yith,l>j^;p^|H 
(6q»lly in this life, 2i^ Lazcfrus did; but yop. jQiall iff^dpwft 
with him at the ubie of his.ordinances^efpecialLy. at th^tj^/s 
of the Lord's- fupper, and ere long fit down with hip^^^t^ 
kingdom of heayen. ... • :' -i. ; A.' 

Happy, thrice happy ye,, who are ;Jr,eady rajfi^ ffqnf^Tp^r 
ritual death, and have an earneft of an.iijfinitflj; better ^p^ 
more glorious refurredtion in your heaj-^^,. Yw.knprV a Ijttic, 
how delightful it muft have been to Martha and Mary and 
Lazarus f to fit down with the blefi'cd Jesus here bi:low ; but 
5 Ixow 
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how infinitely more delightful will it be, to fit down, nor 
only with Mary and Martha^ but with Abraham^ IfaaCj and 
Jacobj and all your other dear brethren and fificrs, in the 
kingdom of heavep. Do you not long f^Tthat time, wben 
Jesus fhall fay unto you, " Come up hither V* Well ! blellcd 
be God, yet a little while, and that fame Jesus, who cri^ 
with a loud voice, ^* Laoutrus^ come forth ;'' (hall with 'the* 
iame voice, and with the fame power, fpeak unto all that i 
in their graves, and they (ball come forth. That all wh 
bear me this day may be then enabled to lift up their head^^ 

and rejoice, that the day of their compleat redemption is in 

deed fully come, may Jesus Christ grant, for his infinit^^ 
mercy's fake. Jnun^ and Amen, 
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TJie ]^oly Spirit .fOJRvincio^ the ^prld of Sin, 
«rij Rigbteoufocfs, and Jtidgmfcet. • . 






JOHN XVI. p. 

^»rf tt;i&^;? i&^ is come J he will reprove the world of Jin ^ 
and of rigbteoufnefsj and of judgment. 

THESE words contain part of a gracious promife, which 
the bleiTed Jesus was pleafed to make to his weeping 
and forrowful difciples. The time was now drawing near, 
in which the Son of man was firft to be lifted up on the crofs, 
and afterwards to heaven. Kind, wondrous kind ! had this 
merciful High-prieft been to his difciples, during the time of 
his tabernacling amongft them. He had compaflion on their 
infirmities, anfwered for them when aflaulted by their ene- 
iniesy and fet them right when out of the way, either in prin- 
ciple or pra£lice. He neither called nor ufed them as fervants, 
\)ut as friends ; and he revealed his fecrets to them from time 
to time. He opened their underftandings, that they might 
underftand the fcriptures ; explained to them the hidden my- 
fteries of the kingdom of God, when he fpoke to others in 
parables : nay, he became the fervant of them all, and even 
condefcended to wafh their feet. The thoughts of parting 
with fo dear and loving a Mafter as this, efpecially for a long 
feafon, muft needs afFeft them much. When on a certain 
occafion he intended to be abfent from them only for a night, 
we are told, he was obliged to conftrain them to leave him ; 
ho wonder then, that when he now informed them he muft 
entirely go away, and that the Pharifees in his abfence (hould 
put them out of their fynagogues, and excommunicate them ; 
yea, that the time fhould come, that whofoever killed them, 
6 woul4 



[ 123 ] 

would think they did. God fervice (a propbeo]^ pn(| 9f0^]i 
iniigiae,' in an efpecjal manner deflgned for tfaciu^eiing mi-'^ 
rifters of this generationy ; no wondj^i;^ I fay^qpi^riflering;^ 
thts, thatv^'c arie told, ver. 6. Sorrow had iHlcd 4>fjr bearu: 
^* Bttiiiki havd' faid thefe things unCQ yoi^, JGotr^o^ |utl^ 
filled' yoiNT hearts." l*he expreilion is ver^ ^mph^tic^ s-^'^ 
hiktis Wert (6 full of concern, that they were r^adj; ta.,burft. 
In 'ord^t, therefore, to reconcile them to this m^i^rufMl ^ifpeiA^'* 
fation, our dear aiid compaiTionate Redeemer fbews them.tl}e 
neceffity he lay under to leave them; *< Neyerthdefs I t||lL, 
yoii the truth ; it is expedient for you that I gp away ;*'. As 
thdi/gh he had faid, Think not, my. dear difciples, that £ 
le'ayfi you out of anger : no, it is for your fakes, for your 
profit', that I go away : for if I go not away, if I die not upoa 
thif crofs for your fnis, and rife again for your juftification^ 
and afcend into heaven to make interccflion, and plead my 
tmtlVs before my Father's throne ; ^ the Comforter, tbe^HpIy 
Glioft," will not, cannot come unto you ; but if I.d^parX^.J 
will fend him unto you. And that they might know, what Jbp 
w^s to do, ^* When he is come, he will reprove the worl^ of 
fin> and of righteoufncfs, and of judgment." ^ i 

The pcrfon referred to in the words of the text, is pl^n|jr . 
the Comforter, the Holy Ghoft i and the promifi^ wa,s ivft 
made to our Lord's apoflles. But though it was prjoitifilf), 
made to them, and was literally and remarkably fulfill^d.^f 
the day of Pentecoll, when the Holy Gboft came dowfi ^.% 
mfghty rufhing wind, and alfo when three tboufaod. w^e 
pricked to the heart by Peter\ preaching ; yet, as the. ApoftLu 
were the reprefentatives of the whole body of believers, w» 
mud infer, that this promife muft be looked upon, as, fpoikea 
to U5, and to our children, and to as many as the Lord our 
God (hall call. , .. v , 

My defign from thefe words, is to (hew the manner iq 
which the Holy Ghoft generally works upon the, hearts of 
thofe, who, through grace, are made veflcls of mer^py^ an^ 
trariflaped from the kingdom of darknefs into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son. 

I fay, generally : For, as GOD is a fovereign ^gcnt, his f;^;« 
cred Spirit bloweth not only on whom, but when and bow it 
li(l(;th. Therefore^ far be it from mc to confine the Almighty 

to 
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d^ret of coniriiftibn : n6,'^here is a holy variety in Gdl^y 
Bia^tkeds of calling hdme his e1e£b. ' But tliis we may af&ri^ 
iiiTa^dly, that, iirher^er there is a work of true convi£Uon 
Jin^H^fiVerfion wrought upon a Tinner's hearty the Holy Gh<^(li, 
%«^l^er by a greater or lefs degree of inward fouUtroubiie^ 
clo^ that which otkr Lord Jesus told the difciples, in the{ 
vi^ords of the text, that he (hould do when he came. 

If atty of you ridicule ihward religion, pr think there is na . 
luiib d^ing ad our feeling or receiving the Holy Ghoft^ I fear, 
my preaching will be quite foolifbnefs to youj and that joit 
wll «nderftarid me no more than if I fpokfe to you in an un-.: 
krt^iHl tongtie* But as the promife in the text^ is made (q. 
the wt»rld, and as I knciw it will be fulfiriirig till time (hall He\ 
no ijfiore^ I (hall proceed to explain the general way whereby 
the Holy Ghoft works upon every converted finncr's heart f,^ 
andl'hopc that the Lord, even whilft I am fpeaking, wil( ho^ 
il J>)iififdtD fulfil it In many of your hearts. '* And when he is . . 
X| corie^ he ^ill reprove the World of fin, of rightcoufnefs, and ^ 
efjadgiwetit." 

The word, which We tranflate rmproDiy oiight to be reftdred 
nnifinte ^ and in the original it implies a convi(5tion by way 
Of wguftientatiohj and coming with a power upon ihe mind 
tqllhli'lO a demonftracion. A great many fcoffers of ihefe Ufi 
da^^i^i)] a& fuch as they term pretenders to the Spifit, how 
they^bel the Sph^it, and how tbey krio^ the Spirit i Th^y 
• mi|Ht'iis well aft, hoW thejr know^ and hoW they feel the fvifi 
I wheft^^c fliincfs updn the bbdy ? For With equal power and ^ 
<ic«f(inftrati(>n floes the Spirit Of Gob work upon and con-^ ^ 
i^inee tile foul; And, 

Fir/ly It convinces of fin ; and generally of Coitit enoirtJiaiis 
fm^ the ^orft perhaj>s the convided perfot) ever was gUilty 6*f« 
l^hiUy wh^ otir Lg^d Wa$ cdnverfing with the woman oit 
^anrnpioi Wt'Coffvihctrfhier firftdf bef adultery : <♦ tVb'mari,; 
fiocill'thy buibahd. The MToman anfwered, a*hd fald, I have , 
^ huftiand. Jesus faid unto her. Thou haft well faid, l 
i^ive no. fauiband: for thba haft had five hufband^, and he 
^ho«i' ihoU now halbi is riot thy huftand*: in this faidft tholi ' 
^uly," With' thii-theyc'went Aich a ^owArfil ednviaion 6r 
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alj hqr other ifilual finsj that fbon aftWj.** (he lefther watcr- 

; pot, and went her way into the city, and faith to the men, 

CoQ)e, and fee a man chat told me all things that ever I did : 

-.is not this the Christ f'VThus our LoRDalfo dealt with the 

perfccutor Saitl : he convinced him firft of the horrid fin of 

perfccution ; ^^ Sauly Saul, why perfecuteft thou me ?" Such 

a fenfe of all his other fins, probably at the fame time revived 

in his mind, that immediately he died ; that is, died to all his 

falfe confidences, and was thrown into fuch an agony of foul, 

that he continued three days, and neither did eat nor drink. 

I'his is the method the Spirit of God generally takes in deal- 

, ing with finners ; he firft convinces them of fomc heinous 

. adual fin, and at the fame time brings all their other fins into 

remcmbrace, and as it were fets them in battle-array before 

them : " When be is come, he will reprove the world of 

iin." 

And was it ever thus with you, my dear hearers ? (Fori 
muft qucftion you as I go along, becaufe I intend, by the Di- 
vine htlp, to preach not only to your heads, but your hearts). 
Did the Spirit of God ever bring all your fins thus to Bcmeni- 
bran(;e, and make you cry out to God, '' Thou writefl bitter 
things agaiiift me?" Did your ad) ual fins ever appear before 
you, as though drawn in a map? If not, you have great rea- 
fon (unlefs you were fanflified from the womb) to fuiped 
that you are not convi&ed, much more not converted, and 
that the promife of, the text was never yet fulfilled in yonc 
hearts. 

Farther : When the Comforter comes into a fin ner's- heart, 
.though it generally convinces the finner of his aSual fin firft, 
yet it leads him to fee and bewail his original fin, the fountain 
from which all thefe polluted ftreams do flow. 

Though every thing in the earth, air, and water; every 
thing both without and within, concur to prove the truth of 
that affertion in the fcripture, " in Adam we all have died j" 
. yet moft are fo hardened through the deceitfulnefs of fin, that 
notwithftanding they may gi\re an aflent to the truth of the 
propofitioi) in their heads, yet they never felt it really in their 
hearts. Nay, fome in words profefledly deny it, though their 
works too, too plainly prove them to be degenerate fens of a 
degenerate, father. But when the Comforter, the Spirit of 

God, 
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God, arrefts a finncr,. and convinces him of fin, all carnal 
rcafoning againft original corruption, every proud and high 
imagination, which cxaltcth itfelf againft that doftrine, is 
iQimediately thrown down ; and he is made to cry our, 
** \Vho fliall deliver mc from the body of this death ?" He 
sow finds that concupifcence is fm ; and does not fo much' 
^bewail his adual fins, as the inward perverfenefs of his heart, 
which he now finds not only to be an enemy to, but alfo diredl 
lenmity againft God. 

: And did the Comforter, my dear friends, ever come with 
fuch a convincing power as this into your hearts ? Were yoU 
ever made to fee and feel, that in your flefli dwelleth no good 
thing ; that you are conceived and born in fin ; that you are 
by nature children of wrath ; that God would be juft if he 
damned you, though you never committed an aflual fm in )rour 
lives ? So often as you have been at church and facranhlent, 
did you ever feelingly confefs, that there was no health in 
you ; that the remembrance of your original and aiSual fins 
was grievous unto you, and the burden of them intolerable i 
If not, you have been only offering to God vain oblations- ; 
you never yet prayed in your lives ; the Comforter never yet 
came cfFedlually into your fouls : confequently you are not in 
the faith properly fo called ; no, you are at prefent in a ftate 
of death and damnation. 

-Again, the Comforter, when he comes efFedhiaHy to work 
upon a finner, not only convinces him of the fin of his na- 
ture, and the fin of his life, but alfo of the fin of his duties* 
• We all naturally are Legalifts, thinking to be juftified by 
the works of the law. When fomewhat awakened by the ter- 
rors of the Lord, we immediately, like the Pharifees of old, 
go about to eftablifh our own righteoufnefs, and think we 
fliall find acceptance with God, if we feek it with tears : 
finding ourfelves damned by nature and our adual fins^ we 
then think to recommend ourfelves to God by our duties, and 
hope, by our doings of one kind or another, to inherit eternal 
life. But, whenever the Comforter comes into the heart, it 
ODDvinces the foul of thefefalfe fcfts, and makes the finner to fee 
that all his righteoufnefTes are but as filthy rags; and that, for 
the moft pompous fervices, he deferves no better a doom than 
that of the 1 unprofitable fervant, ^< to be thrown in^to outer 

I 2 darknefs^ 
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darkncfs, where is weepiag, and wailing, and gntflbing of 
Iceth." 

And was this degree of oonriAion etcr wrought in any of 
your fouls i Did the Comforter ever come into your hearts^ 
fo as to make you fick of your duties, as well as your fins I 
Were you ever, with the great Apollle of the GintiU$^ made 
to abhor your own righteouihefs which is by the law, and ai> 
knowlcdge that you deferve to be damned, though you fluMild 
give all your goods to feed the poor? Were you made to feel^ 
that your very repenunce needed to be repented of, and that 
every thing in yourfelves is but dung and drofs ? And that all 
the arguments you can fetch for mercy, muft be out of th^ 
heart and pure unmerited love of Goo i Weie you erer mad^ 
to lye at the ftetof fovereign Grace, and to fay, Lo&o^. 
If thou wilt, tfaou mayeft fave me; if not, thov maycfb 
juftly damn me; I have nothing to plead, I can in no wite* 
juftify myfclf in thy fight ; my beft performances, I fee, wilft 
condemn mo; and all I have to depend upon is thy free grace? 
What fay you ? Was this ever, or is this now, the habitual 
language of your hearts i You have been frequently at the 
temple ; but did you ever approach it in the temper of the 
poor Publican, and, after you have done all, acknowledge 
that you have done nothing ; and, upon a feeling experimefl- 
tal fenfe of your own unworthinefs and finfulnefs every way, 
Anite upon yOur breilfts, and fay, '^ God be merciful to us 
iinners V* If yim never were thus minded, the Comforter ' 
never yet effedualiy came into your foub, you are out of 
CHtt.isT; and if God fliould requkt your Ibuls in that con- 
dition, he would be no better to you than a confumingrfire. 

But there is a fourth fin, of which the Comforter, when 
he comes, convinces the foul, and which alone (it is very 
remarkabiey our Lord mentions, as though it was the only 
iiii worth mentioning ; for indeed it is the root of all other 
fins whatfoever : it is the reigning as well as the damning fift 
of the world. And what now do you imagine that fih may 
be ? It is that curfed fin, that root of all other evilsy I mean 
the fin of tmbtUef. Says our Lord, verfe 9* ^^ Of fin^ becaofe 
they believe not on me.'* 

But does the chriftian world, or any of yon that hear ms 
this day, want the HoIyGhoft to convince you of unbriisf f 

Are 



f »33 1 

lArc tbere any infidels here K. Yc&, fO that I had .not ..too 
^rcat rcafon to thii^k fo !) I fear moft arc fuch : not indeed 
^Mch infidels as profeffedly deny the LoRp th^t bc^ght us 
< though I fear too many even of fuch ownficrs are in eyi;ry 
•country) ; but I mean fucb uobelievers, that have no o>ofe 
faith in Cmux&t than the devihi tbeo:hfelvcs. Perhaps yovi 
may think you believe, becaure you repeat the Creed, or fuh* 
icribe to a Confeifion of Faith i becaufe you go to churx^h of 
oieeti(ig, ireceivo the facrament, aiKi are taken into fullcoi^* 
ivunion. Theia arc ble({bd privileges ; hut ali thie may be 
fionei, without euf being true believers^ A^d I know not 
how to dete(^ your h\h hypocritical fai$h better, than by 
putting to you this <|uefiiofi : Eioir )png have; you b^Ueved f 
Would not moft of you ^y, asr loQg as we caa remeofiber.; we 
never did disbelieve i Then thi$ is 9 certain fign that you hav« 
no true faith at all ; no» not fo OEiucb U a grain of muftard- 
fired : for, if you believe now, (unlefi; you were fan<3ified 
from your infaoey, which }» the cafe of (bme) you mui]kkoow 
that Hiere was a tiooe 10 whkh you did not believe Ofittve 
Lord Jesu« Gwr^st ; and the floly Ghoft, if ever y<?u r?r 
ceived it, convinqetd you of thif • Sternal truth has (JGclftred^ 
** When he ia coQpe^ he will convince the world c^ fin, hp- 
jqaufe they belieye not oa tne/' 

None of us believe by nature : but after the Holy Ghoft 
bas convinced us of the fin of oinr naturcss aiui the ^n of our 
lives and duties, in order to conviuco us- of our utter inability 
to fave ourfelves, and that we muft be beholden to Gd;», as 
for every thing elfe, fo for i^iith (without which it is unpof- 
fible to pleafe, or be faved by Chmst) he convince ua 1^^ 
that we have 00 faith. ^^ £>oft thou believe on the Son of 
God?" is the grand queftion which the Holy Ghoft ww'pfUs 
to the foul: at the fanxe time he worka with fuch power -and 
demonftration, that the foul fees, and is obliged to confffs, 
that it has no faith. 

This is a thing little thought of by moft who ..call 
themfelves believers. They dreani they are chrifttaas, he- 
caufe they Ki?e in a chriflian country : If they wcrorborn 
TuriSf they would believe on Matarnt s for what vs that 
which men coVnmonly call fatth^ ^faut an outward oonfent to 
jLbe eftablijlhed religion ? But da pot you ithua deceive your 
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own fclvcs ; true faith is quite another thing. A/k your- 
felves, therefore, whether or not the Holy Ghbft ever power- 
fully convinced you of the fm of unbelief? You are perhaps 
fo devout (vou may imagine) as to get a catalogue of fins; 
which you look over, and confcfs in a formal manner, as 
often as you go to the holy facrament : but among all your 
fins, did you ever once confefs and bewail that damning fin 
of unbelief ? Were you ever made to cry out, " Lord, give 
me faith ; Lord, give me to believe on thee; O that I had 
faith ! O that I could believe !" If you never were thus 
diftrefled, at leaft, if you never faw and felt that you had no 
faith, it is a certain fign that the Holy Ghoft, the Comforter, 
never came into and worked favingly upon your fouls. 

But is it not odd, that the Holy Ghoft fbould be called a 
Comforter, when it is plain, by the experience of all God's 
children, that this work of conviftion is ufually attended with 
fore inward confliSs, arid a great deal of foul -trouble? I 
anfwer, The Holy Ghoft may well be termed a Comforter^ 
even iii this work 5 becaufe it is the only way to^ and ehds- 
in, true folid comfort. Bleffed are they that are thus con- 
victed by him, for they fliall be comforted; Nay, riot onijr 
fo, but there is prefent comfort, even in the midft of thefe 
conviflions : the foul fecretly rejoices in the fight of its own" 
mifcry, blefles God for bringing it out of darknefs into light, 
and looks forward with a comfortable profpeft of future deli- 
verances, knowing, that, •* though forrow may endure for a 
night, joy will come in the morning.'* 

•Thu^ it is that the Holy Ghoft convinces the foul of fin. 
And, if fo, how wretchedly are they miftaken, that blend the 
light of the Spirit with the light of confcience, as all fuch do, 
who fa)', that Christ lighteth every man that cometh into 
the' world, and that light, if improved, will bring us to Jesus 
Christ f If fuch dodrine be true, the promife in the text 
was necdlefs : our Lord's apofiles had already that light; the 
world hereafter to be convinced, had that light ; and, if 
that was fufficicnt to bring them to Christ, why was it ex- 
ited lent that Christ ftiould go away to heaven, to fend down 
the Holy Ghoft tp do this for them ! Alas ! all have not this 
Spirit : it is the fpccial gift of God, and, without this fpecial 
gift, we can never come to Christ. 

5 The 
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The light of confciencc will accufe or convince us of any 
common fin ; but the light of natural confcience never diJ,l 
never will, and never can, convince of unbelief. If it could, 
how comes it to pafs, that not one of the heathens, who im- 
proved the light of nature in fuch an eminent degree, was 
ever convinced of unbelief? No, natural con(cicnce cannot 
efFe£l this ; it is the peculiar property of the Holy Ghoft the. 
Comforter : " When he is come, he will reprove (or con- 
vince) the world of fin, of righteoufnefs, and judgment."- 

We have heard how he convinces of fin : we come no^ to. 
fllCW, . .:.. 

Secondly^ What is the righteoufnefs, of which the Comfor^ • 
ter convinces the world. 

By the word righteoufnefs^ in fome places of fcripture,. wp' 

are to underftand that common juftice which we x>ugbt \oi 

pra£tife between man and man ; as when Paul js faid to reg-. 

fon of temperance and righteoufnefs before a trembling Fdjx.^ 

But here (as in a multitude of other places in holy vrcit) we; 

are to underftand by the word rightooufnefs, the a£tive and 

paffive obedience of the dear Lord Jesus } even that perfect,' 

pcrfonal, all-fufiicient righteoufnefs,. which he has wrought 

out for that world which the Spirit is to convince. ** Of 

I'ighteoufnefs, (fays our LoRi>) becaufe I go to the Father, . 

and ye fee me no more." This is one argument that the 

^o'y Spirit makes ufe of to prove Christ's righteoufnefs, 

^caufe he is gone to the Father, and we fee him. no more, 

^^^y had he not wrought out a fufficicnt righteoufnefs, the 

father would have fent him back, as not having done what^ 

"^ Undertook j and we {hould have feen him again. 

C> the righteoufnefs of Christ I It To comforts my foul, 

'"^t I muft be excufcd if I mention it in almbft all my difcour- 

^^- I would nor, if I could help it, have one fermon without it. 

^^hatever infidels may object, or Arminians fophilticalJy argue 

^S^inft an imputed righteoufnefs \ yet whoever know themfelves- 

an^ God, muft acknowledge, that *' Jesus Christ is the 

^^d of the law for righteoufnefs, (and perfeft juftification in- 

tn^ fight of God) to every one that belicveth," and that we 

^^^ to be made the righteoufnefs of God in him. This, and 

tVi\j) oniy^ a poor finner can lay hold of, -as a fure anchor of 

I 4 his 
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his hope. Whitevcr other (chense of MfMdm iifieri Jiiay tt^, 
I jicknowledge I-ean fee no other feimdttion vherton'lo huM 
toy hopes of falvation, but on the rock of Christ's perff^iuil 
rightooufnefs, imputed to my foui. 

Many^ I belieye, have a rational convi£lion of> and Agret 
with mc in this : but rational convidiiona, if refted in, avail 
)»tft liule ; it muft be a fpiritual, experiineAtal conirifiion of 
the truth, which is fevifig. And therefbie aur Loap fiiys^ 
when the Holy Ghoft comes in the day of his power, it con- ' 
vioces of this righteoufnefs^ of the reality, com^esAaefe^ a|id 
fufiiciency of iu to fave a poor finper. 

We have fcen how the Holy Ghoft convinces the finner of 
the fin of his natuK, life, duties, find of the fin Of lAibelief { 
an4 what then muft the poor creature do ? He muft, he muft 
iniBvitably defpair, if there be no hopo but in bimfelf* When 
therefore the Spicil has hunted the finner out of M his falfi 
lefts and hiding-places, taken off the pitiful fig-leavei of hin 
awn works, and driven him out of tho wees of the g^^a 
(bis Outward reformations) and placed him-nakkd beftHwdiO 
bar of a foyereigo> holy, j/uft, and fin-avenging Go3^|. theft^ 
t)ien it is, when the foul, having the femence of death: UMiihiii 
itfelf becaufe of unbelief^ has a fweot difplay of CliAIsT'll 
f ighteoufnefs made to it by the Holy Spif it of God. Hese i^ 
]$, that he beginjs mpfe immediately to ad io the qoaHtjii of 4 
Gomforter> and convinces the foul fo powerfully of the veai^ 
^d all-fufficiency pf Christ's righteoqfnefa^ that tl^e-fonl^it 
imfpediateLy fet a hungering and thirfting after it. Now t^ 
fiiinerbegins to (be,, that though he l^s deftroyed himfelf, yet 
in jCh^Isx is his help ;. that, though he has no righteoufneft 
pf his own to recqmmend hitn, there is a fulnefs of grace, a, 
fulnefs of trut)^, a fu]nf fs of rigbteoufiiefs in the dear Lorq 
Jasus, which^ if once imputed tp him, will make him happy 
for eyer and even 

None can tell, but thc^ happy fouls who have experiencecl 
jjt, witti what decponftration of the Spirit this conyiAioi^ 
fLonpes. . O how amiable, as well as all-fufBcient, does th^ 
l^Iefl'ed Jesus now app^r! With what new eyes does the; 
foul |iow ff ft the.LoRD itat righteoufnf^fs I Brethren, it is un- 
utterable. If ypu were never thus convinced of Christ'^ 
righteoufne^ in your own fouls, though you may believe it 

dodrinally. 
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. What will tbU righteott(aci(^^;i(^l»^ii^^lb^lQuUaa'\i^ 

Thirdly^ The next thing therefore the. Comforter^ :wfa«biu| 
CCWIC3, coavifiqca tbQ ib«l pf, i$ju<Jgiiifint. - ..: : v n* 

^ By the word ju^mf/^ I underAand that well-grountNt 
peace» that fettled judtoAeat) vhichl the ibul formi csf \KhMi 
when it i$ epahled by the Spirit of Goo to Uj boM oit 
ChrjIst's righteou(aeiiiH Hfbich I bdierevit always doe$, when 
coavi|i(;ed in the matteJi; befqre<»n}eQtjiQioe4% >f Of jsidgnieni 
(fays our Loap} hecAufe tbe ^ivfi^Qi this world i« j4rfgfd^'i 
tho foul, being enabled t^ lay boM' oOr CiuisT'S-'pe^feft 
rigbteoufnefs by. a lively faitb, ba< a CQA¥i<5tiQp.iv»idugto i^it 
by the Holy Spirit^ tbfit the Frinc«^f4hi<. world is jud^e^)- 
Tbo foul being now. j^Mftified by ^icb^ . has peace with Qbti 
tbvQirgh our Lord Jsius Cnbjst, and can u-iumpbant]]^ hjf\ 
UiaCH]Li6T that juftifies. toe, who i» be that condemns mef 
^^be fir/ong man armed is now caft out i- oiy foul is in -a fr^«i 
peaces the Priacc of thia world will conae and acea(b,'bM( 
hp has now no (hare in me ; the hlefi&d Spirif which I hav^ 
received, apd whereby I am enabled to apply Christ^ nghte^ 
CMjihefs to my poor foul, powerfully convince^ me 'of thii ; 
Vfhy (hould I fear ? o% of what fball 1 be afraid, fioce Goxx\ 
Spirit witneBes wttb my ^ipirit, thait lam a child of Gotx'f 
Tbe LaRD is afceoded up oa high | be ha$ led captivity cap^ 
live; he has received the Holy Ghoft the Comforter, that Wft 
of gifts for men : and that Comforter ts come into my heart : be 
19 faithful that hath pcomifed: I, even I, am powerfully,* ra^' 
tionally, fpiritually oonvi^ed of fm^ righteoufnefa and jsxdg« 
Bicnt. By this I know the Prince of this world is judgbf. ' 

Thpsy I fay, may wefuppofe that Yo\il to triumph, in Which 
(be promiie of the text is happily ful^Ued, And thpix^b, at 
the beginning of this difcourfe, I faid, mod: had never e5cpeV 
fienced any thing of this, and that therefore this preaebiiiig 
muft be fooliibnefs to fuch; yet I doubt not bdc there ii* 
^omQ few happy fouls, fi^bo, through gr^ce, hdve been enabled 
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to follow me ftcp by ftcp ; and notwicbftahdiiig the Holy ^ 
Ghoft might not dircftly work in the fame order as I have ' 
defcribed, and perhaps they cannot exadly fay the time when, 
yet they have a well-grounded confidence that the work iv 
done, and that they have really been convinced of fin, Hghte- - 
oufnefs and judgment in fome way, or at fome time or 
another. 

And now, what (hall I fay to you ? O thank God, thank ' 
the Lord Jesus, thank the cver-blefled Trinity, for this un- 
fpeakable gift : for you would never have been thus highly h" 
voured, had not he who firft fpoke darknefs into light, loved 
you with an everlafting love, and enlightened you by his Holy 
Spirit, and that too, trot on account of any. good thing fore- ' 
feen in you, but for his own namc*s fake;- 

Be humWe therefore, O believers, be humble : look to the ' 
rock from whence you have been hewn : extol free grace i 
admire eiefting love, which alone has made you to differ from 
the reft of your brethren. Has God brought you into light ^ 
Walk as becometh children of light. Provoke not the Holjr ' 
Spirit to depart from you: for though he hath fealed'you td 
the day of redemption, and you know that the Prince of this 
world is judged ; yet if you backflide, grow luke-warm, or 
forget your firft love, the Lord will vifit your offences with-- 
the rod of afHiftion, and your fin with fpiritual fcourges.- Be* 
not therefore high-minded, but fear. Rejoice, biit ler it be* 
with trembling. As the eleft of God, put on, nott)nly' 
humblencfs of mind, but bowels of compaffion ; and pray; O 
pray for your unconverted brethren ! Help me, help me noutr, 
O children of God, and hold up my hands, as Aaron and Hvr' 
once held up the hands of Mofes. Pray, whilfl I am preach- 
ing, that the Lord may enable me to fay. This day is the- 
promife in the text fulfilled in fome poor finners hearts. Cry 
mightily to God, arid, with the cords of holy violence, pull ^ 
down bleifings on your neighbours heads. Christ yet lives 
and reigns in heaven : the refidue of the Spirit is yet in his 
hand, and a plentiful cfFufion of it is promifed in the latter 
days of the church. And O that the Holy Ghoft, the blefTed ' 
Comforter, would now come down, and convince thofe that 
are Chriftkfs amongft you, of fin, of righteoufncfs, and of 

judgment ! 
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judgment I O chat' you were once ni«de willing to be con- 
vinced I 
But perhaps you had rather be filled with wine than with 
I the Spirit, and . are daily chafing that Holy Ghoft from your 
fouls. What {hall I fay for you to God ? " Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." What (hall I fay 
from God to you ? Why ? That ** God was in Christ rc- 
<bnciling the world ynto himfelf :" Therefore I befeech you, 
"I ^ 2siji.CHltisT*8 fteadjibc ye reconciled to God, Do not go 
J away' contradi&iiig and blaft>hem1ng. I know Satan would 
f have you be gone. Many of you maybe uheafy, and arc 
ready to cry out, "What a weariricfs is this !" But I will not 
Jet you go : I have wreftled with God for my hearers in pri- 
vate, and I muft wrcftlc with you here in public Though 
of myfcif I can do- nothing, and you'can ho more by your 
own power come to and believe* on -GHrisT, than Lazarus 
could' come jforth from the grave'; yet Who knows bur God 
may beget fome of you again to a livelyhope by this foolifh- 
nefs bf preaching, and that you may be fome of that world, 
which- the Conrifortcr is to convince of fin, of rightebufnefs, 
and* of- judgment? Poor Chriftlefs fouls ! do you know what 
a condition you'afein ? Why, you are lying in the wicked 
«nc^ the devil ; he rules in you, he walks and dwells m you, 
tinlcfs you dwell in Christ, and the Comforter is come into 
yotfr hearts. And will you contentedly lie in that wicked 
«ne the devil ? What wages will he give you ? Eternal death. 
G that you would come to Christ ! The free gift of God 
through him is eternal life. He will accept of you even now, 
if you will believe in him. The Comforter may yet come 
into your hearts, even yours. All that are now his living 
tehoples, were once lying in the wicked one, as well as you. 
Thisbleffed gifty this Holy Ghoft, the blcffcd Jesus received 
cven»for the rebellious. 

I fee many of you afFedled : but are your paffions only a 
little wrought upon, or are your fouls really touched with a 
lively fcnfe of the heinoufnefs of your fins, your want of faith, 
and the precioufnefs of the righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ? 
If fo, I hope the Lord has been gracious, and that the Com- 
forter is coming into your hearts. Do not ftifle thefe con- 

', virions ! 
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viSionil Do not go ttray* m4 flmgbtwvy fo^pgitvth^t msih- 

ner of dodrme you have heard, and thereby (hew thit thofa 
ara only cocumbH workings Of « few Itanfiant eoi^vidioBs^ 
floating upon the fMrfsce of youjr hetrta. Beg of Oos that 
you may bq fi^cere (for bor alone can inak« you ii») apd that 
you Bitiy H)<i«ed ilefire the promitc of th6 tejit io be fulfilled 
id yo^r (bvU. Who knows but th^ LoftD m«y bt gracious i 
Rqmea&ber yow bav^ no^ ples^ but fovoreigH mercy } but, for 
your encouragcQLQQt alfo, remember k i$ the worlds (lich as 
you -are, to whom tbe Comforter It to comet and whom he 
i& to convince ; wait thfurofore at wifdom'a gates. The bam 
probability of having a door of merqy evened, i« enougb %Q 
keep you ftriving* CHRIsT Jc&ue came into the wcmfU to 
figive finners,. the cbitf of tbem : you know not b|it he ci^me 
to fave you. Do not go atvl quarrel with Qqb*^ decrees* ^d 
fay, ijf I am a reprobatQ, I (ball be damiKd i if I s^m el^cd^ 
I ibail be favcd ; and therefore I will do nothing.. Wb^% - 
havQ you to do with God's degrees i Secret thingi belong ta_ 
to him ;. il n your foufin^ft to *^ give al) diligence to (n^ke; 
your calling and elc(Slion fure." If there are but few wb9 fin4 
the way that leads to life, do you ftrive to be fome of tbem i 
you know not but you may be in the number of thofir few^ 
^nd that your driving may be the oKans which GoA intendi^ 
to btef$» to |ivQ you an entrance io« If you do not atSb thuf, 
you are not fmeere; and, if you do, who knows but you nay 
find mercy i For though, after you have done all thai you 
can. Goo may juftly cut you off, yet never was a iingl^ per* 
ion damned who did all that he could. Though therefoff^ 
your hands are withered, ilretch them outj though. yoi^ arc 
impotent, fick) and lame, come^ lie at the pool. . Who knowe 
but by and by the Lo&i> j£su$ may have comp;|^on on you, 
and fend the Comforter to convince you of fin, righteoufnefa, 
and of judgment ? He is a God full of compallipn and long- 
fuffering, otherwife you and I had been long f^ice lifting up 
cur eyes in torments* But ftill he is patient with us ! 

. O Chriftlefs Tinners, you. are alive, and who knows buf 

God intends to bring you to repentance i Could my prayers 

OF tears efFcifi it, you (hould have vollies of the one, and floodi 

of the other* My be^t is tpuched wiib a fcnfe of ^our con-» 

3 4ition : 
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ditfoft : May o<it» mctcfful MigK-ptleft now fen<J down the 
Comibmry wi tnake you fcflfibltt <rf it alfo ! tht love 9f 
Cntkist ! It cooftraini mt yet to befeech you to coitie to him j 
What do you fejea, if you tejecJJ CHkisr, the Lojfeb of 
g^tny ! Sinnm, gl^re the dear kedeetntr a lodging in yogr 
!foiris. Do ii>i be Sethjhemius \ give CHUisf yout heafts, 
ye>ui' whtde hearts. Indeed hi is worthy. He thSide you, and 
not you yourfclves. You are not yoat own ; giv^ Cnitist 
then your bodies and fouls, which are his I Is it not enough 
to melt you down, to think that the high and lofty One, 
^Rfho inhabiteth eternity, fhould condefcend to invite you 
l>y his miniflers ? How foon can he frown you to hell i 
And how know you, but he may, this very inftant, if 
you do not hear his voice ? Did any yet harden their hearts 
againft Chript, and profpcr ? Come then, do not fend me- 
forrowful away : do nOt let me have reafon to cry out, O my 
leannefs, my leannefs ! Do not let me go weeping into my 
^lofet, and fay, ** Lord, they will not believe my report; 
Lord, I have called them, and they will not anfwer ; I am 
onto them as a very pleafant fong, and as one that plays upon 
a pleafant inflrument ; but their hearts are running after the 
luft of the eye, the luft of the flefli, and the pride of life/* 
Would you be willing that I flioulc^ give fuch an account of 
you, or make fuch a prayer before God ? And yet I muft 
not only do fo here, but appear in judgment againft you here- 
after, unlefs you will come to Christ, Once more therefore 
I intreat you to come. What objedlions have you to make ? 
Behold, I ftand here in the name of God, to anfwer all 
that you can offer. But I know no one can come, unlefs 
the Father draw him : I will therefore addrefs me to my 
God, and intercede with him to fend the Comforter into your 
hearts. 

O blefled Jesus, who art a God whofe compafSons fail 
not, and in whom all the promifes are yea and amen ; thou 
that fitteft between the cherubims, fhew thyfclf amongft 
us. Let us now fee thy outgoings ! O let us now tafte that 
flioflt art gtariOUs, and reveal thy almighty arm ! Get thyfelf 
the viftory in ihefe poor finners hearts. Let not the word 
fpoken prove like water fpilt upon the ground. Send down, 

fend 
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(trA <fowa, O ercar High-pncft, the Halj Spirit, to coar^ 
y'lT.c^ the wcrld cf llr, of righteoafaefs, 2,wi of jadgmei^ ^ 
So will we give thar/^i ari'i prilfe to thee, O Father, tk^^ 
O Son, and thee O blcifca Spirit ; to whom, as three P^r^ 
fryRi, b'jt one God, b? alcribed by aog^Is and archangels, 
by ch'^r-jbirrs and feraphims, and all the hea\enly hofis, aJl 
pofiib!? power, might, majefty, and domioioD, now and for 
cvcrrr.orc. Amen, Amen, Amen. 



SERkoH 






S E R MO N XLL 

«S'jz//'s Converfion, 

Acts ix. 22. 

5»/ Saul increafed the more in ftrengtb^ and confounded 
the Jews wbieb dwelt at Damafcus^ proving that this 
is very Christ. 

[T is an undoubted truth, however paradoxical it may fecm 
to natural men, that '* whofoever will live godly in 
Christ Jesus, ftiall fufFer perfecution." And therefore it 
i very remarkable, that our blefied Lord, in his glorious 
;rmon on the mount, after he had been pronouncing thoCs 
lefled, who were poor in fpirit, meek, pure in heart, and 
jch like, immediately adds (and fpends n6 lefs than three 
erfes in this beatitude " Bleffed are they who are perfecutcd 
3r righteoufnefs fake.'* No one ever was, or ever will be 
ndowed with the foremcntioned graces in any degree, but 
e will be perfecuted for it in a meafure. There is an irrc- 
oncileablc enmity between the feed of the woman, and the 
:cd of the ferpent. And if we are not of the world, but 
bew by our fruits that we are of the number of thofe whom 
Esus Christ has chofcn out of the world, for that very 
eafon the world will hate us. As this is true of every parti* 
ular chriftian, fo it is true of every chriftian church in gene* 
al. For fome years paft we have heard but little of a public 
►erfecution : Why ? Becaufe but little of the power of god- 
inefs has prevailed amongft aril denominations. The ftrong 
nan armed has had full pofl'eilion of moft profcflbrs hearts, 
ind therefore he has let them reft in a falfe peace. But we 
nay afl'ure ourfelves, when Jesus Christ begins to gather 

in 
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in his tleSt in any remarkable manner, and optn» an eflefltul 
door for preaching the everlafting gofpel, perfecutioa will 
flame out, and Satan and his emiflaries will do their utmoft 
(though 2(11 in vain) to flop the work of God. Thus it way 
in the firA ages, thvs it is io our days, and thus it will be^ 
till time (hall be no more. 

Chriftians and chrifiian churches muft then expe£l enemies^ 
Our chief cdncern [hould be, to learn liow to behave Cowards 
them in a chriftian manner : For, unlefs we uke good heed 
toourfelves, we (hall intbitter-our fpirits, and ad uabccoaH 
ing the followers of that Lord, " who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again ; vvhen he, fuficred, threatned not; and, 
as a lamb before his (hearers is dumb, fo opened he not his 
mouth.'^ But what motive ihall we make life of to bring oiir^ 
feives to this bl^fT^ lamb-like temper? Nttl to the ktame* 
diate operation of the Holy Spirit upon our k^arts^ i knoW 
of no confideration more conducive to teach us long-fuffering 
totrattis our ihdft bltttr p%rftcut6rs, than this, ^^That, fot 
all #e know to the conttaty, fome of thofe veiy perfons, Wfaoi 
er« now ]pbrfe«titing, may ht chofen from all eternity by Ooitf 
and hereafter tailed in time, to edify and build up tbe^chordl 
ofCrtltisT." 

The perfhrtlfor^tfft/, liiehtioiied in the words of the tti^i 
(and whofe convtrfioti, God willing, I propoTe to trttX od 
in the folld^ing difcoulrfe) i^ anoble initance of this kind, 

\ fay, a per fecutor, and that a bloody one : For Tee h€0^ 
he is intnodttced in thte beginning of this chapter ) *« And 
Saulfct breathing-eut thf^atnings and (laughter agakfft t^^ 
difciples of our LokD, wefit unto the high prieft, tthd 4efit<pd 
of him letters to Damfeus to th^ fynegogues, that it hfe f»un4 
any bf this way, whether they were men or women» ijf^ migllt 
bring them bound to J^ujalsm.*' 

** And Sattl yet breathing out." This impHei that ke bad 
been a perfecutor before. To prove whith,. we need only 
look back to the yth chapter, wh^re we (hall find him fo *efy 
remarkably aftive at Stephens death, that " tke witnelfes laid 
down their clothes at a young miin's feet, whofe nafhe was 
Saul.*' He feems, though young, to be rn fotfie authority. 
Perhaps, for his zeal againft the chriftians, he was preftrrftrf 
in the church, and was allowed to &t in the great c<Msnctl «r 

Sanhedrim, 
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Sanhedrim f For vre'atc tojd,. chap. yiii. ik^er. 1. << That Saul 
wasconfenting'ontahii'deathV' %nd again, at ven 3. he is 
brought in aa^xceedtng all in. his oppofuion ; for thus fpeaks 
the evangelift, •* As foi-.Saul^ht naade.havoqic of the churchy 
entring into every houfe, .and baling men axyl women, com- 
mitted them to prifon.'* One would have imagiaed, that 
thiy jQionld have'fatisfied^at leaft. abated the furyof this young 
I zealot. No : being exceedingly mad againft them, as he him* 
t fclf informs Jgrippa, and having made hayock of alKin Jeru-- 
falm^ he how is refolved to perfecute the difciples of the 
' Lord, even to ftrange cities^ and therefore yet breathing out 
•threatniogp. " Breathing out." The words are very empha- 
•tical, and^expreflive of his bitter enmity. It was as natural to 
him now to. threaten the chriftians, as it was for him to 
breathe: he could fcarce fpeak^ but it was fome threatnings 
againft them. Nay, he not only breathed out threatnings, 
but' daughters alfo (and thofe who threaten, would alfo 
'ilaughter, if it were in their power) againft the difciples of 
the Lord. Infatiable therefore as hell, finding he could not 
•confute or ftop the x:hriftians by force of argument, he is re- 
folved to do it by force of arms j and therefore went to the 
high prieft (for there never was a perfecution yet without a 
bigh ptieft at the head of it) and defired of him letters, iffucd 
out of his fpiritual court, to the fynagogues or ccclefiaftical 
<^Ourts at Damafcusj giving him authority, " that if he found 
•any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might 
l^rifig-them bound unto Jerrdfalemj* .1 fuppofe, there to be 
Arraigned and condemned in the high prieft's court. Obferve 
^t)i(r he fpe&ks of the chriftians. Luh^ who wrote the Ji^s^ 
^alls them "difciples of the Lord," and Saul ftiles them 
'^ Men and women of this way." I doubt not but he repre- 
^nted them as a company of npjlart enthujiajis^ that had lately 
gotten into a new method or way of living ; that would not 
tie tontent with the temple-fervice, but they muft be righte- 
sius over-much, and have their private meetings or conven- 
ticles, and break bread, as they called it, from houfe to 
lioufe, to the great difturbance of the eftablifbed clergy, and 
to the* utter fubverfion of all order and decency* I do not 
liear'that the high prieft makes any obje6lion : no, he was as 
billing to grant letters, as Saul vfSA to alk .tUoffi \ -and won*- 
VoL. Vr. K derfully 

* SI 
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derfully pleafed Within himfelf, to find he had fuch in z&m 
eealoc to employ againft the chriftians. 

Well then, a judicial procefs is immediately iifued onty 
with the high prieft's feal affixed to it. And now methinks 
I fee the young perfecutor finely equipped, and pleafmg him- 
felf with thoughts, how triumphahtly he (bould ride back 
with the *^ men and women of this way/* dragging them af- 
ter him to Jerii/aUm. 

What a condition may we imagine the poor difciples at 
Damafeus were in at this time ! No doubt they had beard of 
SauFs imprifoning and making havbck of the (aints at Jir^ 
falemy and we may well fuppofe they were apprifed of his de- , 
fign againfl them. I am perfuaded this was a growing, be- 
caufe a trying time with thefe dear people. O how did tbey 
wreftle with God in prayer^ befeeching him either to deliver 
them from, or give them grace' fuflicient to enable them to 
bear up under, the fury oif their perfecutors ? The high prieft 
doubtlefs with the reft of his reverend brethren, flattered thcm- 
felves, that they (hould now put an efFe£tudl ftop to this 
growing herefy, and waited with impatience for SauF^ re- 
turn. 

But ** He thiit fitteth in heaven latighs them to fcorn, Ac 
Lord has'theim in dcrifion." And therefore, ver. 3. ♦* Ai 
5^///journej*ed, and came even near unto Damafeus:^** perhaps 
to the very gate^s,' (our Loud permitting this, to try the faith 
cff his diicfples, :and more confpicuoufly to baffle the defigns 
of hiyehenties)'*^ftiiddenly (at mid-day, as he acquaints 
Jgrippa)\!l\kT€tti\t{iAro\STiA about him a light from heaven/' 
a light brightcr'than the fun \ ''*"and he feH to the earth (why 
not into" hell?) -and' heard a voice laying untof-him, SauU 
Saul^ why p^rfecirteft' thou ' me ?" The word is 'dbublcd, 
** Sauly Sdul'-f" Like tHatofoui^LoRii toiWor/Jtf ; « Martha^ 
Jfe67r/&7;'*' or tht prdphct, '*<^G eafth,- earth, earth !'• Per- 
haps thefe wot-dsckAiie iiice thuiidfer t6 his foul'. That they 
were fpokeft au'diBljf, we are affufed from verfc 7. **Hi8 com- 
panions heard tfte vbicfc." ' Our Lord now arrcfts Ac pcr- 
(ccuting ^ea1o<, caMiing hiito by name; for the word never 
does us gdbdi tfH ^efittd ittpoken to iis in f)articular. *♦ Saul^ 
Saul, Why perfecuteft thou Me ?'* Put the empliafis upon the 
word tc;^y, what evil have I done ! Put it upon the word per- 
3 ff^y^ifl* 
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idtf^, why perfecuteft ? I fuppore Saul thbught lie Was not 
lerfecuting; no, he was only putting the laws of the. ecde- 
aaftical court into execution ; but j£sU3, whofe eyes are as at 
fame of fire, faw through the hypocrify of his heart, that, 
DOtwiihftanding his Ijpecious pretences^ all this proceeded from 
» pcrfecuting fpixit, iand fefcrct enmity of heart againft GpD^} 
and therefore .f^yjs,' "'Why perfccuteft thdu me?" Put ti)e,em- 
phafis upoh trie wbrd m^, why perfecuteft thoii nye? aUs ! 
iw/ was ■!npt^.pej"rec^ing,,9:^Rl^T, was he? he wasi9nly 
taking care: t^i gcw?* jPPQV^tioas in the churchy and bring- 
ing a conpiaAy, of. i9pthp^a(is^t9J.v^ic^^ who otherwife woulct 
oiertorn liqcft^Lbiifli^d^p^^ Jesus fays, " Why 

^rfecu^eft t)f(>\i iw j'* :Fpr what; 13; cjpn^ to Christ's difci- 
ples, ik t^jcjtf, ?s, dQ?:i9^ to, t^i??a^f<?ifi}jv>ether it be good, or 
•rhcibw- it^^jrij,^^ tij^Uoacjies C^h^IST's difciples, touched 
the apple 9fr,*^J^^X?Jr,?f?4!i}i^^^ R?^fs^"^?.^He followers of 
bur Loi^p.,i ^^¥ld,p?rlj?fi^Q 9}^^W^P-^}^^^ .^J^Jf® ^&^'^ 

cgte ; , iipi t^^was ^^vck dumh; aj, i^very pcrlequlpi; will^tc^ 
Uien Jesus Christ puts this fame queftion to them at thp^ 
lferribl^dfij( pf JH^g^n^Ptv But being pr;jfi;^aj the;h^i;^^^pd 
3onbt«with ak4tnfe,iiojt only of this^ but,of ^i l?^.^Apr ofen-' 
tea^aijjjft-tj^. great doD, he faid, vcr, 5* .** \^ho art thoii^ 
LoRjD ?'rt: §ec how Ibon^GODcati cbatng^ the heaj:t add vq^cq^ 
of hja ijioftibitt^ fineroe^f. Not.m^ny d^ys . ago, ,$a^/ ly^s ^05^, 
only biaffiSiemihg CH^^i;.himfelfj but, a^ miich ^s m,him ^y,,^ 
CompcUiog 9|)i^f8 to bl^fgheme^fo; l?i|t,npwi/^e|, v)r,ho :l?^Qr* 
wasan iwpoft<?f^,i$:9allM.I«ri; ^\^bp. ?ui;.thQUri»,.|;^9ii) (f'^ 
This adtniraWy poinM fiut the way, in, wf^ich/Gpp's Sgijit;. 
wcfrks upon the h^art,:, ^ firft powerfully.pQ^iv;inccs of ftp» ^nd 
of o^r damnable i^f(t|ei,^n4 ^^^^ P"^ u^.^P9^j|enqui(:inaa(ter^ 
Jesus eHEjsx. ^^i^aul lacing ftruck to the^ ^r^und^ or pric]|^e4 
to the heart, crijes, out ^ftgy Je3Us^ " W'hp art thog, hffKD ,^" 
A^ many of you. tftat^;^^;4!^ejfl^y^ (b far made fjcnfibkpf.ypitr; 
4anmab}ei fint^ astg.^ ^pjs^c ft^ingly jto fe^J:. after Jesus 
Chris t., i*ere iiever y.ef^^ttuly cQnvi£led,ilpy^ ipuch kf3 con- 
^rted to, God. .May tJ^e^yC^R?, who &pxf^ ^^^/^^effefljualjy, 
upw ftrike ^ilna^y^cliriftlpfs h^rejs, ancj f(^t ]^cm i^pon^enquir- 
«g after Jesus, a^ theic all irr^lli iat^lbii, « W]io^ art thou ^ 
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Lord ? And the liORD faiJ, I am Jesus, whom tiou perfe*^ 
ciiteft " Never did any one enquire truly after Jesus ChrisTi 
but Christ made a faving difcovery of himfelf, to his foul. 
It fliould fccm, our Lord appeared to him in perfqn; for Jm" 
W/V7J, aficrwards, fays, *' The Lord who appeared to thee in 
tl»e way which thoucameftj" though this may only imply 
Christ's meeting him in the way; it is not much matter: it 
is plain Christ here fpeaks to him, and fays, " I am Jesus, 
whom thou pcrfccuteft." It is remarkable, how our Lord 
takes to himielf the name of Jefus-y for it is a name in which 
he del ghts : I am Jesus, a Saviour of my people, both from, 
the guilt and power of their fms; •' a Jesus, whom thou per- 
fccutcft." This fccms to be fpoken to convince 5tftr/ more and 
more of his fin; and Idouht not, but every word was fharpcr 
than a two cdjed fword, and came like fo many daggers to hit 
heart ; O how did thefe words afFc£l him ! a Jesus ! a Savi- 
our! and yet I am pcrrccticing him! this fli^kes him with hor- 
ror ; but then the word Jesus, though he was a perfecutor^ 
might give him fome hope. However, our dear Lord, to 
convince Saul that he was to be faved by grace, atid that be 
was not afraid of his power and enmity, lells him, *' It is hard 
for thee to kick againft the pricks." As much as to fay, though 
he was pcrfecutiiJg, yet he could not overthrow the church of 
Christ: for he would fit as King upon his holy hill of Zisny 
the malice of men or devils ihuuld never be able to prevail 
againil him, 

Vcr. 6. ** And he, trembling and aftoniflied, faid, LoRDf 
what wilt thou have me to do ?" Thofe, who think Saulhzi 
a difcovery of Jesus made to his heart before, think that tfaii 
quedion is the refult of his faith, and that he now defires to 
know what he (hall do, out of gratitude, for what the Lord 
had done for his foul ; in this fcnfe it may be underftood; 
* and I have made ufc of it as an inftance to prove, that faith 
will work by love ; but perhaps it may be more agreeable to 
the context, if we fuppofe, that Saul had only fome diftaot 
difcovery of Christ made to him, and not a full afluranceof 
faith : for w^e are told, *' he trembling and aftoniflied," trem- 
bling at the thoughts of his pcrfecuting a Jesus, and afioniib- 
cd at his own vilenefs, and the iotinite condcfceniion of this 

• See Vol, V. Scriacn 24. 
5 Jesus, 
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Jesus, crie^ put^ " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?'* 
Perfons under foul-trouble, and fore conviction, would be 
glad to do any thing, or comply on any terms, to get peace 
with God. ** Arife, (fays our Lord) and go into the city, 
and it (hall be told thee what thou (halt do.'* 

And here we will leave Saul 2l while, and fee what is become 
of his companions. But what (hall we fay ? God is a fove- 
reign agent; his facred Spirit bloweth when and where it lift- 
ethj *' he will have mercy on whom he will have mercy.'* 
' ^/ is taken, but, as far as we know to the contrary, his fel- 
V low- travellers are left to perifli in their fins : for we are told, 
■ ?cr. 7. " That the men who journeyed with him flood, in- 
' deed, fpeechlefs, and hearing a confufed voice;" I fay, a con^ 
\ fufedvoice^ forfo the word fignifies, and muft be fo interpret- 
\ cd, in order to reconcile it with chap. xxii. ver. 9. where SauL, 
; giving an account of thefe men, tells Jgrippa^ ** They heard 
not the voice of him that fpake to me." They heard a voice, 
, t confufed noife, but not the articulate voice of him that fpake 
to Sauli and therefore remained unconverted. For what are all 
; ordinances, all, even the moft extraordinary difpenfations of 
i providence, without Christ fpeaks to the foul in them? Thus 
it is now under the word preached : many, like Saul's compa- 
' nions, are fometimes fo ftruck with the outgoings of God ap- 
pearing in the fanSuary, that they even ftand fpeechlefs; they 
hear the preacher's voice, but not the voice of the Son of God, 
vho, perhaps, at the fame time is fpeaking cffedually to many 
other hearts; this I have known often; and what fhall we fay 
to thefe things? O the depih of the fovereignty of God ! 
it is paft finding out. Lord, I defire to adore what I cannot 
comprehend. ** Even fo. Father, for fo it feemeth good in 
thy fight!" 

But to return to Saul: the Lord bids him ** arife and go 
into the city;" and we are told, ver. 8. that " Saul arofe 
from the earth ; and when his eyes were opened, (he was fo 
overpowered with the greatnefs of the light that ftione upon 
them, that) he faw no man ; but they led him by the hand, 
and brought him into Damafcus^^ that very city which was 
to be the place of his executing or imprifoning the difciples of 
the Lord. *' And he was three days without fight, and nei- 
ther did eat nor drink." But who can tell what horrors of 
K 3 confcience. 
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confcience, whs^t convulfion^ of ioul, what deep If nd, pungent 
convictions of fin he underwent during thcfe three loog day^f 
it was this took aw^y his appetite (for who can eat' or drink 
when under a fenfe of the w^ratb of Goo for' fin ?1 and, being 
. to be greatly employed befeafter, he mull be greatly humbled 
now; therefore, the Lord leaves blip tnree days gfoanitifi; 
iindcr the fpirit of bondage, dind bu^eted, no doublf, witb the 
;Bery darts of the devil, -that^ being tempteii^ tike unto ^is bre- 
thren, he might be ablie hereafter to fuccouf thofe that^^vcrp 
tempted. Had fjA:/ applied to any of tt^e blind ffuide^ of the 
yewi/b church^ under thefc circumftancesi^ ttcy Woulrf nave 
^* iaidj he was mad, or going liefides himfelf; as many ' car nj^l 
teachers and blind Pharifces now deal with^ andTo moire and 
" more diftrels,'"p6or ftuls labouring under' awakening convic- 
' tiohs of their' (damnable ftate. But Gob dfteh^at our iirft 
awakeningf;,' 'yiiit$)is with fore triSils, efpecially thofe who are, 
like '&i»/, X6 (bine iii'the chiirch, and to be ufed as inftriiments 
in brihgiiVg' many fojis to glory : thofe who are io bd Highly 
" cxkited/mijft'firftije tfecply hiimblcd; and this I fteak'fdr the 
coix\f6tt'6t fuch," who'niay bfe now groanjng ijnder rtfti^tpittt of 
*bondage, and perhaps, lik^ SW, can neither eii?*Tibrtfrtnk} 
for I have generally obferved, that thofe who 'H^vc^hisid" the 
deepeft conviftions, have afterwards been favoured "WitH the 
mod precious communications, and enj6yed moft c/f'tfte divine 
prefence in their fouls. This was afterwards tcmWtaliiy ex- 
emplified in Saul^ who was three days without figfct, att'tf^nc\' 
|her did eat nor drink. ' ^ -^: J- !.•» = 

But will the Lord leave his podir Tervant in this dtftVefs! 
no; his Jesus (though Saul p^rfecuted hiirf)'prbrt7fed '(ilhtt he 
will perform) that "it (hould.be told him whathe^mtlft do. 
And there was a certain difciple at DamafcuSy Mrtic&JlnaniaSi 
and unto him, faid the Lord, in a vifiori, Andnfas"\ Vrfd he 
faid, Behold, I am here. Lord." "What a holy fiartfrillarity is 
there between Jesus Christ and fegenerate foiflst'ifwtfwtfi 
had been ufcd to fuch love-vifits, &nd therefore' knew the 
voice of his beloved. The Lord fays, " Ananias \* Ananias 
fays, " Behold, I am here. Lord.** Thus it is that Christ 
now, as well as formerly, oftdn talks witft his 'children at 
fundry times and after divers manner^, as a man talketh with 
his friend. But what has the Lord to fay to Ananias? 

Ver. II, 
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. Ver.. II. "And the LoRp ftrtd unto him, Arife, and go 

into the ftreet, whicfh is cMc6'Sirm^&^ enc^uire in the 

houfe of JuJaSj for owcMe^^'Saulof Tarjus ;" /See here for 

your comfort, O children orthe moff high.GoD, what notice 

Esus CHEiST. takes of theVftreei and the Tioufc where his 

own dear fcffvaqts lodge} ** for behqld^ he prayeth 5" but why 

k this «&ere^*in,with th^" word behold f, what, waS? it fuch a 

wonder^ to Jif V that J?tf«/ was praying? why, 5tftt/ was a Pha- 

' rifee, apd tberef6re| no doubt^ !fafted and made long prayers: 

'. kndj idncie, we are iptd that, he profited above many* of his 

equals^ i doubt not^but he was jtaken notice of for his gift in 

prayer} and y5;it it feefn^,^ that before tbefe three^ays, Saul 

ppver prayed in,his lifej and why? bcpaufe, before thefe three 

days, hen^ver felt himfdfacjmdemned creature; he was alive 

. ' ifi. his own opinion,^^ l^ecaufe wlt^ou$ 'a jcnpv^ledge of the^ Ipiri- 

tual meaning of th? la^^ ^le felt^^ot a w^nt of, and there/ore, 

befoi^e noWi criccLnpj gftf r 9 ]e%vs^ and conff qyentjy, though 

, be flight bAV^ J^id^gr n^ade a prayer, (as many Pharifccs do 

nowrar^ays) ,|?e pgv^ piayed a, prayer^ ^but jnow,' ,ti,beJ>old ! 

he -prayed^ ijndeQJ;'*/and this was tirged^as one reafpn why he 

^ was .convcrtjqjj-. .^lone of Gqui's children,^ a? oqp.obfcfves, 

.^. CQipcsJiato the ^o^^d Jftill-born ;. prayer i? the ye^jf ifreath of 

.-v the^ew; crcatVTe5„and,i^cr^fpre,. if ive are pray^rlofs* wc; are 

p. ^c^riftltfsj if we never^had the ^(pirit of fupplicatjop, ;t ,is a 

^fyfdi Ijgn that we neyer had thf fpirjt of .gfac^. in our fo^uls: 

^^^J^yQtf may bp affured you never did pray, unl^C^.you, have 

felt yourfelves finners, and feen the want of Jesus to be, your 

,,^$;jvioyr,*» ;^I^y;)ie,^p.Rp, whom I jfe^ vq ixi the gofpci of his 

, if|parj^S^,4),rick,y9u ^11 to $he h^art, and may it be faid of yoi; 

/srtifrr^^ \t was;.of .5<ja/, tehold, thfy pray ! . , 

,.,.^^^*!3rhe,JLf0RD ,gc^s. cai to encourage Ananias to go, to Saul: 

, l^j h^,,'.yeK. i2# " For he bath feen in ^ vifion a. man named 

Af^anias^ coniii}g,^ifii>yi/ind putting \^\^ hand on bin), that he 

., nHght rec^iv^ .bj,s fightp^^ , ^o th^t though Christ converted 

Sflul^ inin^Sdi?iteJy-.by hiqifcJf,^ yet hefiriH <;arry on ^ the work, 

.tl)iis begij[.n,J)y a o>inij5^. ^ Hfippy they, who under foul- 

, ^ouble^^h^vp fuQhjCxpcrifpqe^ gVldes, and as wdl .acquainted 

wit.b Jesus jCi^^risj. ^s ^^namas^ w,a^.,i. you tl\at ^ave^fuch, 

makc;^m.uch.pf s^nd be. thankful foj J^uii aod. yoM who have 
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them not, truft in God; he will carry oa hii own work with* 
out ihcm. 

Doubtlers, Jnaniai was a good man ; but (hall I commend 
him for bis anfwcr to our Lord ? I commend bim not : for 
fays he, ver. 13. " Lord, I have heard by many of this man, 
how much evil he hath done to thy faints at Jirufalem: And 
here, he hath authority from the chief priefts to bind alt that 
call upon thy name." I fear this anfwer proceeded from fome 
rclicks of felf-righteoufncfs, as well as infidelity, that lay un- 
difcovered in the heart oi Ananias. ** Arifc, (faid our Lord) 
and go into the flreet, which is called Straight^ and enquire 
in the houfe of Judas^ for one called Savl of Tarfus ; for be- 
hold, he prayeth !" One would think this was fufficient to 
fatisfy him ; but fays Ananias^ ^^ Lord, I have heard by many 
of this man (he feems to fpeak of him with much contempt; 
for even good men are apt to think too contemptuoufly of 
thofe who are yet in their fins) how much evil be hath done 
to thy faints in Jerufalem: And here, he hath authority from 
the chief prieAs, to bind all that call upon thy name." And 
what then, Ananias ? Is any thing too hard for the Lord? 
Who made thee to differ? Could not he who con verted ilfaee, 
convert him alfo? Surely Ananias here forgets himfclf^ or per- 
haps fears, left this man, who had authority from the chief 
priefts to bind all that call upon Christ's name, fhould bind 
him alfo, if he went unto him; but the Lord iIleiicea-<aU 
objeftions, with a *^ Go thy way, for he is a chofen veflel 
unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles^ and kings, and 
the children of Ifrael. For I will (hew him how great things 
he mufl fuffer for my name's fake." Here God ftops his 
mouth immediately, by afTerting his fovereignty, and preach^ 
ing to him the do£lrine of elefiion. And the frequent con- 
verfion of notorious fmners to God, to me is one great proof, 
amongft a thoufand others, of that precious, but too much 
exploded and fadly mifreprefented, dodirine of God's cleSing 
love ; for whence is it that fuch are taken, whilft thoufands, 
jiot near fo vile, die fenfelefs and ftupid ? All the anfwer that 
can be given, is, they are chofen vej]ils\ " Go thy way, (fays 
God) for he is a chofen vefTcl unto me, to bear my name be- 
fore the Gentiles^ and kings, and the children of Ifrael: For 
I will {l>cw hiqii how great things he mufl fufFcr for my name's 

fake." 
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fake." ObferTC what a cldfe colineaion there is between do- 
ing and fufFering for Christ. If any of my brethren in the 
mmiftry arc prcfent, let them hear what preferment we muft 
exped) if we are called out to work remarkably for God : 
not great pfebendaries or bifliopricks, but great fufferinjgs for 
our Lord's naAic fake ; thefe are the fruits of our labour: and 
he that wiH not corttentedly fufFer great things for preaching 
Christ, is not worthy of him. Suffering will be found to 
Be the beft preferment, when we are called to give an account 
of our miniftry at the great day, 

• I do not hear, that Ananias quarrelled with God concern- 
ing the dodrine of eleftion ; no, (O that all good men would, 
in this, learn of him I) *' He went his way, and entered mto 
the houfe; and put hts hands on him, and faid, Brother Saul \* 
juft now, it was this man\ now it is brithir Saul: it is no mat- 
ter what a man has been, if he be now a chriftian ; tTie'famc 
(hould be our brother, our fitter and mother 3 God blots but 
every convert's tranfgreffions as with a thick cloud, and fo 
{hould we ; the more vile a man has been, the more fhould 
we love him when believing in Christ, becaufe Christ wilt 
be more glorified on his behalf, I doubt not, but Ananias was 
wWiderfully delighted to hear that fo remarkable a perfecutor 
WBS brought home^o God : I am perfuaded he felt his foul 
immediately united to him by love, and therefore addrefles 
hinrr not with, thou perfecutor, thou murderer, that cameA ta 
butcher me and my friends ; but, ** brother SauL^* It is re- 
iparkable that the primitive chriftians much ufed the word 
brother and brethren ; I know it is a term now much in re- 
proach ; but thofe who defpife it, I believe, would be glad to 
be of our brotherhood, when they fee us fitting at the right- 
hand of the Majefty on high. " Brother Sauly the Lord (even 
Jesus that appeared unto thee in the way as thou cameft) hath 
fent me, that thou mighteft receive thy fight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghoft." At this time, we may fuppofe, he^ 
laid his hands upon him. See .the confequences. 

Ver. 18. ** Immediately there fell from his eyes as it had 
been fcales, and he received fight forthwith j" not only bodily, 
but fpiritual fight ; he emerged as it were into a new world j 
he faw, and felt too, things unutterable: he felt a union of 
foul with God J he received the fpirit of adoptions he could 

now, 
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^ now, with a full aiTiir^nce of falrh, cry, <^ Abbi, Father.'* 
""'¥Jbw wall tie filled with the Holy Ghoft'j and had the love of 
' ^'G,c)D flied- abroad in hft h^art; now were the days of his 
nVojurhing; ended j now was Christ formed in his foul j now 
• 'he could ^ive men and devils the challenge,' knowing that. 
'•'■ CnrtisThad juftified himj now he faw the excellencies of 
• CttkiSt, and efteemed him* the faireft aiiiong ten thoufand. 
'You'irtil;^ knbw how to fympathize wliH the ajjoftle in his 
" joy* ^ho, after a Ibng hight of bondage, hive been fet free 
'* by' the Spirit, and haVe fk'eived Joy in the Holy Ghoft. May 
■ :all 'that sfre noW dfioiirnihgi -is Satii W'so;^ bc'cpinfoi'ted iri like 
Brtan'ner ! * ' ' " ' ^' '■ '' "' "' ' 
' The ftyes' Jire ndw'r^itiWd from the c^3 of fo«/*s mind i 
^^^'Jfiihnhs ha^ done iliat^'hitti, ^ander 6d1> :' fee nibl! niiw do 
•*■ iatidihcr oJ)lce,'Wpttei^'h¥m, Wrtd fo receiWliito ffito the yifi-r 
h\k church df Ciii^f k'f'i a jgoodproof to liic of the^ifeteffity pf 
; •-tJptlfm where it'rfia'jr teHad'iYpr I find hefe', as\wcll as elfc- 
■ '^hVr'ei,' that b^ptift^ i4 iymlmiftefed even tb (hofeiyho liad re,- 
" '^'ctJived thie IJofy ^boll j' Saul was convinced 6if tWrf, itifi there* 
' 'fbVt'ardfe and was baptized ; ^ahd paw rt/isf tinife f6r hioi to 
'^ '^t^e'cfuit the oUtw&rd knan, which, by three days atiftihence and 
"'^^i^iHtual conflifls, had heei> much inipafred : we' are therc- 
*^ fdr^'told, (ver. iQ.) "when he had tefc^ivied mekt^ 'he'w^ 
''■'ilrtngthencd." ■•,...:• , .-.; ^ - 

' , But O, with what comfort did the apoftle ndW eat ni^ food! 

** ^' am furc it was with finglenefs, T am per fiiaded alfo with 

; aladnefi^ of heart 5 an^d why i he knew that he was reconciled 

'/ to God 5 and, for my own 'part,'''did I not know how blind 

^*/^and flinty our hearts dre by nature, I fliould yvonder hoW any 

f>ne could eat even his common food with iany fatisfa£tion, 

Vwho has not fome well-grounded hppe of his being.reconciled 

\ to God, Our Lord intrmates thus much' to' us: for in his, 

..fflprious prayer, after he has taught iis to pray for our daily 

I / Dread,^ icpincdiai^Iy a(lds that petition, >^ Forgivd us our tref- 

■» fiPW^^* ' ^^ though our/daily bread ^wpuld dp us no feryice, 

i; U^^cis wp were fenfij)le of having the forgivenefs pf our fins. 

^,. To. proceed: 5^w/hath received meat, and is ftrengtheneds 

Wid whither will he ^9 now? to fee the brethren; '^ thep was 

Saul certain days with the difciples thai were at Damafcus.^^ If 

we know and love Christ, we (hall alfo love and defire to 

he 



y^'^.fW^H^T'^. the brethren of ^(J^^iii^^'t :' yij^^a^^ne^ 
. rally know, J man by h.s company^. (4"l,rk"S5,^",/'ff )"« 

faints that alTpciatc with faints, (fur tares will be always 

. - . J.', cifi .11 u-jfrn-'j, . , .;^*ii' -.ujli'iiiitiriia.;..! J 

, ;w|.n5,'X7.'^^^^g^ ^^^ '^''■'' '!',l*J? ^""?.?f %L#).l'«.' 

... ¥¥^^ 4''-^.^F.Ri?f 9.^:?? J.i."i^, ^"^m iisf^bffp ^?¥f ,fle*jyet 

My d?ar fnFJn4s» ,be not deceiye(| . ^^f we aj-^ fn^R^s [g the 
Bridegroom, ^P fll^H be fiieiids tp'tbe childr^^JF.tti^.B.citJc* 
. groon\. , 5<7a^ as foon gs he jyas ,^l|ef ij^itjj t^ie, Mojy Gholl, 
*( was certain d^ys with the dirciples that were at Damajtm.^* 

*--.;;«%''■ "«5l'?.» w«f}i^^g.pi|ef^,^heas^;yi^l» ^^<^ii,<4\^^i^[^^A ^y- 
-.1 feS? " 9y°^ .^VOithfJ^ P, P?j;.,r#rf ,Can ,}^ou fprgive ^e ? 
^3-„*^,Pan jcj^i, jiy^ fiich a wret.ch_,;|^I tfie rightrban^dip,^ .fcljjw^ 
. t m.jP^lP.' #•? 'n'^9''iK,'! w^rag y9W t).e^.ind (pe,Vpu;^,|ir^^9.;5V. 

-oiaW^K ^R.*^'^; f-^illowr-difcip^s y ^,nd ^.dpubit fjot buuKey .^^erc 

with the endearing title of " brother Saul." L-oyely was 




'fiterate ni^n, as mlany "of tliefe^^'fcipfts* We mij^li^i'ftiVe'were ; 

'what a fubftantiai proof was tills "o?'th'£ l-i^itity «Jf JfiS' cbn- 
■ veffion! '■ ' " ■■ ,--i' .<-'«)'.;■•«/ -/i.l, fiiDia'^ .,..,<, 
■' '. ■..■ •■ ■• / '.. .. i : .'■ . i.if.HJ jii'l I'Hi- wcr»>i -• V 

What 
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W'hst a hurry and confufion may wc ftippofc the chief 
pritfis were now in ! I warrant they were ready to cry out, 
Whar ! is be alio deceived ? As for the common people, 
who knew not the law, and are accurfcd, for them to be car- 
ried away, is no fuch wonder ; but for a man bred up at 
the feet of GamcUcly for foch a fcholar, fuch an enemy to the 
caufeas Sauhy for him to be led away with a company of filly, 
deceived men and women, furely it is impoiSble : we cannot 
bglieve it* But Saul foon convinces them of the reality of 
h\$ becoming a fool for Christ's fake : for ftraightway, in- 
Head of going to deliver the letters from the high prieds, as 
they expected, in order to bring the difciples that were at jD^- 
7ruiJf€H9 bound to Jerufal^m^ ** he preached Christ in the fy- 
nag<]|gues, that he is the Son of God." This was another 
pro^. of his being converted. He not only converfed with 
cbriftians in private, but he preached Christ publicly in the 
fyt^^ogue»: efpecially, he infifted on the divinity of our 
LoKJ(>, proving, notwithftanding his ftate of humiliation, that 
lie was really the Son of God. 

But why did Saul preach Christ thus? Becaufehehad 
felt the power of Christ upon his own foul. And here is 
the reafon why Christ is fo feldom preached, and his divinity 
fo flightly infifted on in our fynagogues : becaufe the gene- 
rality of thofe that pretend to preach him, never felt a faving 
work of converfion upon their own fouls. How can they 
preach j unlcfs they are firft taught of, and then fent by God? 
5Wdid not preach Chri^tt before he knew him ; no more 
fhowld any one elfe. An unconverted minifter, though he' 
- coiild fpcak with the tongues of men and angels, will be'but' 
as a founding brafs and tinkling cymbal to thofe whofe fenfes 
arc lexercifed to difcern fpiritual things. Minifters that are 
unconverted, may talk and declaim of Christ, and prove 
from books that he is the Son of God ; but they cannot 
preach with the dcmonftration of the Spirit and with poWef, 
unJefs they preach from experience, and have had a proof of' 
hia- divinity, by a work of grace wrought upon their oivri 
fouU. God forgive thofe, who lay hands on an unconverted 
ir.an, knowing that he is fuch : I would not do it for a thou- 
fand worlds. LordJbsus, keep thy own faithful fervants 
pure, and let them not be partakers of other mens fins ! 

Such 
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Such an ihftance as waa 5Ws converfion, we rtizy be af- 
fiired, muft ojalce a great deal of noife ; and, therefore, no 
wonder we arc told, ver. 21. ." But all that heard him were 
amazed, and faid. Is not this he that dcftroyed them who 
called oh this name ui Jerufalem^ and came hither for chat in- 
tent, that he might bring them bound to the chief pricfts." 

Thus it will be witii all that appear publicly for Jesus 
Christ ; and it is as impoffiblc for a true chriftian to be hid, 
as a city built upon a hill. Brethren, if you are faichful to^ 
you muft be reproached and have remarks made \on yov for 
Christ ; efpecially if you have been remarkably wicked be-^' 
fore your converfion. Your friends will fay, is not tiiffr he^ 
or fhe^ who a little while ago would run to as great an exccfs 
of riot and vanity as the worft of us- all ? What has txxptttd ' 
your brain ? — Or if you have been dofc, falfe, -format hy^ptoJ. 
crites, as Saul was, they will wonder t* at ^ou <bo^W bfefxjf^ 
deceived, as to think you were not in a (afe ftate before. vNb 
doubt, numbers were furprized to hear Saul^ who was^totfdif« • 
ing the law blamelefs, affirm that he was in a damitable^h-^'' 
dition (as in all probability he did) a few days before, - ^ 

Brethren, you muft expeil to meet with many fucfc djfScUN 
ties as thefe. The fcourge of the tongue, is generally the firft 
crofs we are called to bear for the fake of Christ. Let not,* 
therefore, this move you : It did not intimidate, no, it rather 
encouraged Saul: fays the text, ** But Saul increafed the 
more in ftrength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt at />«- : 
ma/cus, proving that this is very Christ." Oppofition never - 
yet did, nor ever will hurt a fincere convert : Nothing like 
oppofition to make the man of God perfeft. None but a 
hireling, who careth not for the (heep, will be affrighted ftt 
the approach or barking of wolves. Christ's miniftcr* are 
as bold as lions : it is not for fuch men as they to flee« 

And therefore (that I may draw towards a condu(ion) let 
the minifters and difciples of Christ learn from Saui^ not to 
fear men or their revilings j but, like him, increafe in ftrength, 
the more wicked men endeavour to weaken their bands. We 
cannot be chriftian& without being^oppofed : no ; difciples in 
general muft fufFer ; minifters in particular muft Juirer. great 
things. But Ut not this move any of u$ ifrom oiir ftedfaft^iefs 

in 
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I'^j|I^(8P^^*^^^^haC ftood by and ftrengtheried Satif^ Will 
alfq^2Ui|^by.an^ ftcffigthen us : He is a God mighty to Tave 
AU.it|^^;iHi<<^Mr truft in him. If we look up with an eye 
of faLtl)^ lffp^)dtmftl\ as the firfi martyr Stephin^ may fee Jesus> 
ft^^^Vlg.?^ '^^^igl^^ ^^"^ o^ God, ready to affift and prote£l 
us» ;, . TJto|^ %\\9t Lord's feat is in heaven, yet he has refpedl 
tD,Jb^^)fm9^,ijn^san efpecial manner, when fuSering here on 
caj:;th,: j(faien the; :Spirit of Christ and of glory refts upoii 
thei][ fpyl^* And,' if I may fpeak my own experience, ^^ i 
nc^er enjoy. more rich communications from God, than when' . 
defplfed and rcjeftcd of men for the fake of Je§us Chri^Tv*' 
Howeyef Uttle.they may defign it^ my enemies are my greateft 
frien(U|« ^WMJ moft fear, is a calm ; but the enmity which. 
is,^i|i tjie^ heart? of natural men againft Christ,. < will not 
fu^th^tpbe c[uiet ^ong : No; as I hope the^work of 
Gqip^^l^ increafe, fo the rage of men and devils fijill jncre^aJR;,. 
alfo. Let us put on, therefore^ the whole armour of, Xic^p,?, 
le^ju;,pptfear the face of men : " Let usfear hifti ohlyj;.wi>o 
cai^ deijtrqy.both body and foul in hell :'^ I fay unto youy let. 
us,/pr^bi^ alone. You fee how foon God can flop. the, fuij^,, 

Vou have juft now heard of a proud, powerful ^jtziotJ^Ofogil^-^ 
in lijs^full career, ftruck down to the earth with a light .f(;op[|,> 
bej\ve£i,Qpn verted by the.alp^ijgbty power of efficacipus graic^,^^ 
an^^^criewpoii zQaloufly p^ojfnotjng, ; nay^ refolutely fufferingj 
fo^^^tbg.^^ifh^ virJhLich yjutb. tbreatenings and flaughxers jj^.,, 

•ndc^iwred/^J^'l ;d^ ^))^ teach us to pity and pt^^j, 

fq: ;p,ujc. ^^R]^;§^;pio^, \nv,^;^te ep^epwics. Who knom^* Jjiit 
inj^^ijfy/^^^W^iyi]^^^ JL,pRD; may. give them repeouqce^; 
iii^^9l)if^Xi/]\4[p^,|^k, t)^at,^iti.W](had refpeft to >S/<;p^j[i'| , 
pray/ff^jj^nhe^c^vertcd §ind.,- fjerhap^vfor this Fff^fofi^^:.. 
fuffffg^ Jijp ,afjy^r,(ari^ tq gp 09^ , tha;i;| .Ij^a. goodndi; an/* pqwei ; 
may .^t^^ 5?orc fright iqr theiri c^it^ifiqp^ o;- r,- \ : * i 

j^t J^t^npt the perfecflto^s of Chj|;jI^ take gncovagwpqiH 
froi^ this 'to contipup^i^jj^eir ppffc^iti^Poi ^vs^tjBf^\^r§ Uioiigl^ :• 
£tf/^'Wastcpnver,ted^yet the higl^(iE;i€ii|^^ 8aui%^xfmjpu^s^ 
Vf^l^Ji^GUr^^^Sn tf:!pfpa§^s,8^idj/{n|j u^fti^f^^^ 
your-f^fl?, yoiiwiJl;Of ^«lj| njeivbe mpftji^if^ble : for jierfe- 
cutprs.b^vpttiie lo^i^.place inrtkelh ; And^.if.S^«/ was, ftruck 
\ to 
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to the eaf th by a light from ihei»vels9^}<<X«^'%itf yod^'^Wito'-! 
ftand before Jesus Christ, wrlwn *d't««li W<<e¥M*Rtftj]k 
jefty to take vengeance on.all dn>(b wh6i*i4vWpt*fc«itiflflRii' » 
gofpel? Then the queftiqn, «»JWlbylj)irtii«MfcflBt«Mft *iJiiJ>'''> 
will cut you through and thrbughi l>rtP<idfteft-«lJdfiiaw''aF*' 
your heart« {hall be then detea<0d'-b«faiif0ftt«ii t^fl 4aig^'f anif'^' 
you (bail be doomed <to dwelt in>til6it>)aek\teftRof*di(fRi^r;i4^* 
evermore. Kifs the Son, th*fcf8rt»'left hteTfet^ari^ "^ e^'' 
you may yet find mercy, if yoaibdlWcijil'the'ffiin or''G\j2/=i'^' 
though you 
cannot defp: 

difciples , ^ ^ 

the blood of CHR'r'iT {hall Wailf tWeriMi w>hreeW'ft<{'fc. HtfP^' 

ing much to be fbrgivenv<fefpaH''hofV'<fifly^BefiiWv^aatlMfte'' 

Saul, of whomlKive nbw b/en (^iii^.lto^k ffiucWi'' ffi"' 

counted himfelf thfe thiefeft' fihnSfW^ili;' Vi^JPlh'el-rfilffefi:'' 

boured more abundantly than alh ' • ^^ "^' •"' '' '■ " * ' ^ "'"^ 

Who is there among you fearirig'tfi<J'Loki ?"* WliiJfHfel W^' 

bath the Lord nowr opened to hfeark*trr W the'VflitS'^Wi^^ 

poor unworthy fervant ? Surely, the' Kb^D will nol'let'^jye''' 

preach in vain. Who is the happy fout that is this Sijr'iiS'^e^ 

wa{hed in the blood of the Lamb ? Wifllio poof {Trih'^rMfi^e 

encouragement ftom Saul to come tb*'JfiStJs' Christ ? "'Vyti"' 

are all thronging rpund,'but which df^ou 'will todch the fc'AiJ'A'"^ 

Jesus ? What a comfort will it Ifirta Skul, and to'ybuFb'ivH"' 

fouls, when you rteet him m hea'^'e^, to tHl hirt\, tHatliea^iVs^"^ 

of his, was a roeaAs^irtder Gbb, of you^iibiivifrfion !'mrf" 

lefs it was writftft for the'encoura^eirtt'6rairpoo?,''rf«itWiAg°^ 

fmners; he hiihfelfteHs os foj^ f6r ^'Inliie GoA MiP^d"' 

all long. fuflfefini;- that! ifti^ht-W i\i eiHiii^l^ tb theA^'to'* 

fliouM he^eafterSelievtJ^' Was^ffi^rtiiW fifhifelV."1{K^iild"I 

tell yott fd,-in*«aqW: vi'd1^1*>}''ba¥'bfcftf aeadVby"(Hfe HftdAi^"' 

of his convcrfion he yet''^ktth:'"'0"tfc'ii' GdiPffllf Y^^'" 

by It mytUf'Kiiri^v cr«sa't4he irftjws'yr- "Gbi ■■ iW/fik 'i^s 

art fhtiO^IEWid K** «%-fl*r* Ay" tuaj aftong'{l'y(Ju>' "^Mtt- ''* 
thlHk»'lq^JiPl4tetltbi%f^tof «hJrt-«Ms attfejlftlt, 'Wto^h« Ya?a,'^ 
«' Mi'iivafl'in'*?ff»'tfgaft9'ToFytrt»,' Wlll2iikBf"le''fe«r' 
ag|iiB lb '■)««? ^^cyrtK*^^ O 'ttflnt, ■'<Ai&^^WS^ W^^4s',"ih' 

whom 
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whom Saul believed j and then I care not if the high-priefts 
ifltie out never fo many writs, or injuriouily drag me to a 
prifon. The thoughts of being inftrumental in faving you,^ 
V9\\\ make me fmg praifes even at midnight : And I know you. 
will be my joy and crown of rejoicing, when I am deliverect 
from this earthly prifon, and meet you in the kingdom of" 
God hereafter. 

Now to God, &c. 



SERMON 
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Marks of having received the Holy Ghpft* 



Acts xix. 2« 
Have ye received the Holy Ghoft finu ye ielievid f 

rWO diflferent fignifications have been given of thoTe 
wgrds. Some have fuppofed, that the queftion beret 
'Ut, is. Whether thefe difciples, whom St. /'W found at 
iphi/usj bad received the Holy Ghoft by impofition of bands 
t confirmation ? Others thinks thefe difciples had been al* 
?ady baptized into John^s baptifm ; which not being attended 
nth an immediate efFufion of the Holy Spirit^ the Apoftle 
ereaffcs them. Whether they had received the Holy Qhoft 
y being baptized into Jesus Chkist ? And upon their an-^ 
ivering in the negative, he firft baptized, and then coiifirm^ 
liem in the name of the Lord Jesus* 

Which of thefe interpretations is the 0U>ft true, is neither 
afy nor very neceiTary to determine* However, as the words 
ontaln a moft important enquiry^ without any reference tQ 
he context, I (hall from them, 

Fir^j Shew who the Holy Ghoft here fpoken of^ is ; and 
that we muft all receive him, before we can be ftiled tru9 
believers. . 

Secondly^ I (hall lay down fome fcrlpture marks wherebjr 
we may know, whether we have thus received the Holy 
Ghoft or not. And 

Tbirdfyf By way of conclufion, addrefs myfelf to fevergi 
diftind daftcs of profeflbrs^ concerning the do£trine th^% 
fball have been delivered. 

Vol. VI. h hrjit 
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Firfl^ I am to (hew who the Holy Ghoft fpoken of in the- 
the text, is ; and that we muft all receive him before wc can 
be ftiltd true believen. 

By the Holy Ghoft is plairily fignified the Holy Spirit, the 
thffd Perfon in the ever-blefled Trinity, confubOintial and 
co-eternal with the Father and the Son, proceedfag from, yet 
equal to them both. He is emphatically called Holy, becaufe 
infinitely holy in himfelf, and the author and finiflier-of all 
holinefs in u^. 

This blcfled Spirit, who once nwvcd on the face of the 
great deep ; who ovcr-fhadowed the blefled Virgin before that 
hofy chil(f was born of her ; who defcended in a bodily ihape, 
like a dove, on our blefTed Lord, when he came up out of 
the water at his baptifm ; and afterwards came down in fiery 
tongues on the heads of all his Apoftles at the- day bf Pentc- 
coft : thifi is the Holy Ghoft, who muft move on the faces of 
our fouls ; this power of the Moft High, muft come upon us, 
and wc muft be baptized with his baptifm and refihing*fire, 
before wc can be ftiled true members of Christ's myfBcal 
body. 

Thus fays the Apoftle Paul, " Know ye not that Jistrs 
Christ is in you, (that is, by his Spirit) unlefs yoir mref 
probates?" And, ** If any man hath not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his." And again, fays St. Jkfer, 
** We know that we are his, by the Spirit that he hath grvcn 
us." 

It is not, indeed, ncceffary that we fliould have the Spirit 
now givvn in that miraculous manner, in which he was atfifft 
given to our Lord's A pottles, by figns and wonders ; but it 
rs abfolutcly neccflary, that we fhould receive the Holy Ghoft 
- in his fan<5tifying graces, as really as they did : and fo will it 
continue to he till the end of the world. 

For thus ftands tlK cafe between God and man : Goo at 
firft m%n(Jc man upright, or as the facrcd Penman exprefles it, 
** In the image oi Cjod made he raan^ j" that is, his foul was 
the vcrv Ov^pv, the iranfcript of the divine nature. He, who 
br(\>rt\ bv hi* almi^htv fiat, fpoke the wo.'-lJ into being, 
• bi-cathrd intom^n the breath of fpiritual life, ::nd his foul was 
usiouK\! w.th a ici'cmblance of the j?trfeclic:is of Deity. 

This 



[ 1^3 I ' 

ThU was the firtifliing ftroke of the crtation : the perfe6liori 
both of the moral and material world. And fo near did man 
refemble hrs divine Original^ that God coUld not but rejoice 
mnd take pleafure in his own likenefs : And therefore we readi 
that when God had finifhed the inanimate and brutlfh part 
of the creation^ he looked upon it, and beheld it was g^oJi 
. but when that lovely, God-like creature man was made, be*^ 
hold it was very good, 

Happy^ uafpeakably happy muft man needs be, when thus 
a partaker of the divine nature. And thus might he have ftil) 
continued, had he continued holy. But God placed him in 
a ftatc of probation, with a free grant to eat of every tree in 
the garden of Edin^ except the tree of knowledge of. good apd 
evil : the day he (hould eat thereof^ he was furely to die ; 
that is^ not only to be fubje£i to temporal, but fpiricual death,; 
and confequently, to lofe that divine image, that fpirituai 
life God had not long iince breathed into him, and which was 
as much his happinefs as his glory^ 

Thefe^ one would imagine, were eafy conditions fof a 
finhe creature's happinefs to depend on. But man, unhappy 
man, being feduced by the devil, and defiring, like him, to 
be equal with his Maker, did eat of the forbidden fruit ^ and 
MJbc^eby became liable to that curfc, which the eternal GoDj 
who oannot lie, had denounced againft his difobedience. 

Accordingly we read, that foon after Jdam had fallen, he 
complained that he was naked ^ naked, not only as to his 
body, but naked and deftitute of thofe divine graces which 
before decked and beautified his foul. The unhappy mutiny 
and diforder which the vifible creation fell into, the briars 
and thorns which now fprung up and overfpread the earth, 
were but poor emblems, lifelefs reprefentations of that con- 
fulidn and rebellion, and thofe divers lufts and paffions which 
fprung up in^ and quite overwhelmed the foul of man imnxe- 
diately after the fall. Alas ! he was now no longer the image 
of the invifible God ; but as he had imitated the devil's fm, 
he became as it were a partaker of the devil's nature, and 
from ah union with, funk into a f^ate of diredt enmity againft 
God. 

Now in this dreadful difordcrcd condition, are all of us 
brought into the. world : for as the root is, fucb muft the 

L 2 branches 
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branches be. Accordingly we are told, ^* That Adam begat 
a fon in his own likenefs ;'* or, with the fame corrii{^t nature 
which he himfclf had, after he had eaten the forbidden fruit* 
And experience as well as fcripture proves, that y^ alfo are 
altogether born in fin and corruption ; and therefoi"* incapa-* 
ble, whilft in fuch a ftate, to hold communion with God. 
For as light cannot have communion with darknefs, fo Goo 
can have no communion with fuch polluted fons of B^KaL 

Here then appears the end and defign why Christ was 
inanifeft in the fle(h ; to put an end to thefe diforders, and to 
reftore us to that primitive dignity in which we were tt firft 
ereated. Accordingly he flied his precious blood to fatisfy 
bis Father's juftice for our fins ; and thereby alfo he procured 
for us the Holy Ghoft, who (bould once more re-inftampr 
the divine image upon our hearts, and make us capable of 
living with and enjoying the blefled God. 

This was the great end of our Lord's coming into the 
world J nay, this is the only end why the world itfelf isf now 
kept in being. For as foon as a fufficient number are fandified 
out of it, the heavens fliall be wrapped up like a fcroH, the 
elements (ball melt with fervent heat, the earth, and all that 
therein is, (hall be burnt up. 

This fanftification of the Spirit, is that new bittb men- 
tioned by our blefied Lord to Nicodemus^ ^* without wKicIf 
we cannot fee the kingdom of God," This is what St. Pnul 
calls being " renewed in the fpirit of our minds ;" and it ia 
the fpring of that holinefs, without which no man fhaH fee 
die Lord. 

Thus then, it is undeniably certain, we muft receiver rti^ 
Holy Gboft ere we can be ftiled true mtmbers of Christ's 
ihyftical body. I come in the^ 

Second f\^ct to liy down fome fcriptural marks, wbeteby 
in may eafily judge, whether wc have thus received (be 'Hofjp 
/Ghoft or not. And the 

Firjl I fliall mention, is, our having received a fj^irrt of 
prayer and fupplicatidn ; for that always accompanies the 
fpirit of grace. No fooner was Paul converted, but ** bdiold 
he prayetb/* And this was urged as an argument, to con- 
vince Ananias that he was converted. And God's ele£k arc 
alfo faid to ^* cry to him day and night." 

And 



• Ani fince one great work of the Holy SpirR is to conVincifli 
11$ of fin, and to fet us upon feeking pardon and renewing 
grace, through the all-fuigcient merits of a- crucified Re«. 
dernier, whofoever has felt the power of the world to come, 
awakening him from his fpiritual lethargy, cannot but be aU 
ways crying out, '^ Lord, what wouldft thou have jjne to 
do?" Or, in the language of the importunate blind JB^r//- 
meus^ *IJbsus, thou Son o{ Davids have mercy upon me." 

. The blefied Jesus, as he received the Holy Ghoft without 
meafure, fo he evidenced it by nothing mocie, than his frequeiuj 
addrefies at the throne of grace. Accordingly we read, tba( 
be was often alone on the mountain praying ; that he rofe sk 
great while before day to pray : nay, that he fpent whole 
nights in prayer. And whofoever is made partaker of the 
fame Spirit with the holy Jesus, will be of the fame mind, 
and delight in nothing fo much, as to ^ draw nigh unto 
God," aiid life up holy hands and hearts in frequent and <ie-> 
vout prayer. 

. It muft be confefiTed, indeed, that this fpirit of fupplicatioa 
4S often aa it were fenfibly lofi, and decays, for fome time, 
even, in tbofe who have a£lually received the Holy Ghoft, 
Through fpiritual drynefs and barrennefs of foul, they find in 
tbemfelves a liftlefnefs and backwardnefs to this duty of 
prayer ; but then they efteem it as their crofs, and fiill perfe- 
^erc in feeking Jesus, though it be forrowing : and their 
hearts,, notwithftanding, are fixed upon God, though they 
cannot exert their affedions fo ftrongly as ufual, on account 
of that fpiritual deadnefs, which God, for wife reafons, has 
fuffered to benumb their fouls. 

- But as for the formal believer, it is not fo with him : no j 
be cither prays not at all, or if he does enter into his clofet, 
it 15 with rclufiance, out of cuftom, or to fatisfy the checks 
of his confcience. Whereas the triie believer can no rogrc 
live without prayer, than without food day by day. Atid he 
finds his foul as really and perceptibly fed by the one, as hi) 
body is nouri(hed and fupported by the other. A 

Second fcripture mark of our having recciycd the Holy Ghpfti 
is. Not Committing fin. 

** Whofoever is born of God, (fays St. Join) finneth not, 
neither can he fin, becaufe his feed r^malneth in him." 
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Neither can he Jin. This cxpreffion docs not imply the Im- 
poifibility of a chrifiian's finning : for we are told, that *' iir 
many things we offend all :'* It only means thus much ; that 
^ man who is really born again of God, doth not wilfully 
commit fm, much lefs live in the habitual pradice of it. For 
how (hall he that is dead to fm, as every converted perfon is, 
live any longer therein ? 

It is true, a man that is born again of God, may, through 
furprize, or the violence of a temptation, fall into an z8t of 
fm : witnefs the adultery of David, and Peter^s denial of his 
Mafter. But then, like them, he quickly rifes again, goes out 
from the world, and weeps bitterly ; wafhes the guilt of fin 
away by the tears of a fincere repentance, joined with faith 
in the blood of Jesus Christ ; takes double heed to his 
ways for the future, and perfetS^s holinefs in the fear of God. 

The meaning of this expreffion of the Apoftle, that " a 
man who is born of God, cannot commit fin,'* has been • 
fitly illuftrated, by the example of a covetous worldling, to 
the general bent of whofe inclinations, liberality and profufe- 
nefs are dire£lly oppofite : but if, upon fome unexpedcd, 
fudden occafion, he does ^lay fhe prodigal, he immediateljF 
repents him of his' fault, and returns with double care to his 
niggardlinefs again. And fo is every one that is bom again: to 
commit fin, is as contrary to the habitual frame and tendency 
of his mind, as gcnerofity is to the inclinations of amifer; 
but if at any time, he is drawn into fin, he immediately, with 
double zeal, returns to his duty, and brings forth fruits meet 
for repentance. Whereas, the unconverted finncr is quite 
dead in trefpafies and fifis : or if he does abftain from grois ' 
afls of it, through worldly felfifli motives, yet, there is fiamc 
right eye he will not pluck out; fome right-hand which he 
will not cut off I fome fpecious Jgag that he will not facrifice 
for God ; and thereby he is convinced that he is but a mere 
Saul: and cortfeqiiently, whatever pretenfions he may make to 
the contrary, he has not yet received the Holy Ghoft. A 

Third mark whereby We may know, whether or not W€ 
have received the Holy Ghoft, is. Our ccnqueft over the 
world. 

• |*awV Chrijliwt Perfciiisn^. 
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« fog whofoeyer is born of Gop, (fays the Apoftic) owcr- 
cometb the world." By the world, we are to underftaiid, as 
Si. John txpieSks it J " all that is in the world, the Juft of 
the eye, the luft of the ile(h, and the pride of life :'' And by 
overcoming of it, is meant,' our renouncing thefe, fo as not 
to follow or be led by them: for whofoevcr is born frqni. 
above, has his aiFe£lions fet on things above.: he feels a divine 
attraction in bis foul, which forcibly draws his nvind heaven* 
wards; and as the hart panteth after the water-brooks, fo 
doth it make his foul to long after the enjoyment of his Goo. 

Not that he is^ fo taken up with the affairs of another life, 
as to negled the bufinefs of this : No ; a truly fpiritual man 
dares not (land any day idle^ but then he takes care, though 
he laboureth for the meat which periiheth, iirft to fecure that 
which endureth to everlafting life. Or, if God has exalted 
him above his brethren, yet, like Mofes^ Jofeph^ and Daniel^ 
he, notwithflanding, looks upon himfelf as a ftranger and pil- 
grim upon earth : having received a principle of new life, he 
walks by faith and not by fight; and his hopes being full of 
immortality, he can look on all things here J)elow as vanity 
and vexation of fpirit : In (bort, though he is in, yet he is 
not of t)ie world.; and as he was jnade for tbe enjoyment of 
Goi>, fo nothing but Goj> canfatisfy his foul. 

The ever-blelfcd Je^us was a perfeft inflance of overcom- 
ing the world. For though he went about continually doing 
good, and always lived as in a prefs and throng ; yet, where;vct 
he was« his converfation tended heavenwards. In like man- 
aier, he that is joined to the Lord in one fpirit, will fo order 
his thoughts, lyords, and adions, that he will evidence to all^ 
that his copverfation is in heaven. 

On the contrary, .an unconverted man belng.of the earth., 
is earthy ; and having no fpiritual eyje to difccrn fpiritual 
things, he is always feeking for happinefs in this life, wher^ 
it never was, will, oc c^n b<; fpund. Being, not born again 
from above, he is bowed down by a fpirit of natural infirmity.: 
4he ferpent's curfe. becomes his choice, and he eats of the duft 
■fit the earth all the days of. his life. A 

fourth fcripture mark of our having received the Hol^ 
'^bofl, is. Our loving one another. 

J. 4 " WTr 
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« Wc know (fays St. Jtfhn) we arc pdflTed fvom cFettb 
tinto life, bccaufe we Jove the brethren/' *« And* by this 
(fays Christ himfelf ) fhaM aH men know tfart y^ sre my 
difciplcs, if ye have love one towards another.** Love is the 
fulfilling of the gofpcl, as weU as of the law : for •*G6ri M 
love i and whofoever dwelleth in love^ dwelleth in God. 

But by this love we are not to underftand a foftnofi and 
tenderncfs of mere nature, or a love founded on worldly liio^ 
lives (for this a natural man may have) ; but a lore 'Cf our 
brethren, proceeding from love towards God : loving all men 
in general, becaufe of their relation to God; and loving 
good men in particular, for the grace we fee in them, and 
becaufe they love our LoRi> Jesus in finccrity. 

This is chriflian charity, and that new commandment 
vhich Christ gave to his difciples. Nnvy not in its objefi, 
but in the motive and example v^hereon it is founded, even 
Jesus Christ. This is that love which the primitive chrif- 
tians were fo renowned for, that it became a proverb. See bno 
thcfe chrijiians love dne another. And without this love, though 
^ tve ihould give all our goods to feed the poor, and our bodies 
to be burnt, it would profit us nothing. 

Further, this love is not confined to any particular ief o^ 
men, but is nnpartial and catholic : A love that em b racei 
God's image wherever it beholds it, and that delights in no^ 
thing fo much as to fee Christ's kingdom come. 

This is the love wherewith Jesus Christ loved maakind : 
He loved all, even the worft of men, as appears by hit wttp^ 
ing over the obftinately perverfe ; but wherever he fmw the 
lead appearance of the divine likencfs, that foul he loved ia 
pariicular. Thus we read, that when he heard the young 
man Uy, *< All thcfe things have 1 kept from jny youth,** 
that fo far he loved him. And when he faw any noble in« 
fiance of faith, though in a Centurion and a Sp^epbemom^ 
aliens to the commonwealth of I/rje!^ how is he faid to nar* 
vcl at, to rejoice in, fpeak of, and commend it f So every 
ipiritual diiciple of Jesus Christ will cordially embraoe all 
who worlhip God in fpirit and in truth, however they uy 
di£er as to the appendages of leiigion, and in thing* soc 
ifftuaaily nccefijry to fjivation, 

- Icac. 



■ 1 €onfefe, ifttfedfi ibki the heart of a natural man is not 
fl^us enlarged all kt ortce; and a perfon may really have re- 
ceived the H6ly Ghoft, (as Peter j no doubt, had when he 
Iras ©nwUlihg to go to Cornelius) though he be not arrived to 
this : but theoj where a perfoh is truly in Christ, all nar- 
jiownefs of fpirit dccreafes in him daily ; the partition wall of 
brgotry and party 2>eal is broken down more and more ; and 
the nearer he comes to heaven, the more his heart is enlarged 
#ith that love, which there will make no difference between 
any pepple, nation, or language, but we fhall all, with one 
heart, and one voice, fmg praifes to him that fitteth upon the 
throne for ever. But I haften to a^ 

Fifth fcripture matk. Loving our enemies. 
• ** I fay urtto you, (fays Jesus Christ) Love yoiir ene- 
mies, blefs them that curfe you, do good to thofe that feate 
you, and pray for them that defpitefuUy ufe you and perfe- 
cute you." And this duty of loving your enemies is fo necef- 
fery, that without if, our righteoufnefs docs not exceed the 
righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifces, or even of Publicans 
dnd fmners : ** For if you do good to them only, who do 
good to you, what do you more than others ?'* What do you 
extraordinary? ** Do not even the Publicans the fame?'* 
And thefc precepts our Lord confirmed by his own example ; 
when he wept over the bloody city ; when he fuffered himfelf 
to be led as a fheep to the {laughter; when he made that mild 
reply to the traytor JudaSy " Judas, betrayeft thou the Son of 
man with a kifs ;** and more efpccially, when in the agonies 
and pangs of death, he prayed for his very murderers, *♦ Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do.** 

This is a difficult duty to the natural man ; but whofoever 
is made partaker "of the promife of the Spirit, will find it 
pra<9ticable and eafy : for if we are born again of God, v^e 
muft be like him, and confequently delight to be perfe£l iti 
this duty of doing good to our worft enemies in the fame 
manner, though not in the fame degree as he is perfeft : He 
fends his rain oh the evil and the good ; caufeth his fun to 
{hineon the juft and uftjuft ; and more efpecially commended 
his love tovf^ards us, that whilft we were his enemies, he fent 
forth his Son, born of a woman, made under the law, that 
b^ might becoitie a curfe for us* 

Many 
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Many other marks are fcattercd up and down the fcrip* 
tures, whereby we may know whether (fx n9K yrf^ bavc^rcceived 
the Holy Ghoil: fuch as, <' to be carnaUy n|ia()ed,;is death,i * 
but to be fpiritually minded is life and peace/' ^ *^ ifow the 
fruity of the Spirit are joy, peace,. long-fu|S;ringi. ipecknefs^V 
with a multitude of texts to the fame purpofe^ •. Sut'.aa oioft, 
if not .all of them, are comprehended in the dutie? al/ready 
laid down, I dare affirm, whofoever upon an impartial exr- 
amination, can find the aforefaid marks on his foul, may bq 
as certain, as though an angel was to tell him, that bis pardon 
is (baled in heaven. . 

As for my own part, I had rather fee thefe divine graces^ 
and this heavenly temper ilamped upon ^ny foul, than to 
hear ^n angel from heaven faying unto.ine. Spa, be of, good 
cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee, 

. Thefe are infallible witnefTes ; thefe are Emmanjul^ God 
with and in us ; thefe. make up that white ^one, which nooe 
knoweth, faving he who hath receiveth it ; thefe are the earneAs 
of the h^venly inheritance in our hearts : In ibort, thefeHg-e 
glory begun, and are that good thing, that better part, and 
which if you continue to &\x up this gift of Gop,. neither jcnea. 
Qor devils (hall ever be able to take from us. 

I proceed, as was propofed^ in the Third place, to make aii 
application of t^e do^ine delivered, to feveral diflin£^ clafles 
of profeflbrs. And., 

. Firji^ I fhajl addrefs myfelf to thofe who ar^ dead in tref^ 
patfes and fins. And, O how. could I weep over you, as our 
Lord wept over JerufaUm ! For^ alas ! how diftant muft you 
big.from God ? What a prodigious work have you to fipilh, 
ivhp., infte«Ld of praying day and night, feldom or never pray 
zt^WX And, inficad of being born again of Gop, fo as not 
to cofpmit finj are To deeply funkimto the nature of devils, as 
to makiK a mock at it ? Or, inftead of overcoming the world, 
fo as not to follower be led by it, arc continually making 
pirovjfion for the flefh^ to fulfil the Juils thereof. And, inftead 
ofrbej^g endued with the god-like diipofition of loving all 
men, pven^your enemies, have your hearts, full of hatred, 
i^ivalice, and revenge, and deride thofc who are the fincere 
ibJlower^ of the lowly Jii-^^« . i^^t think y#u, O Cnners^ 
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tliat God will aAnlt fuch polluted wretches into his fight ^ 
^Qr (hould he admit you, do you imagine you could rstkis any 
pleafure in him ? No; heaven itfelf would be ho heaven to 
you ; the deviliih difpoittions which are in your hearts, would 
render all the fpiritual enjoyments of thofe blefled manfidnst^ 
loeflFedual to make you happy. To qualify you to be blife-: 
fill partakers of that heavenly inheritance with the faints iin 
light, there is a me^tnefs required : to attaiii which, ought to 
be the chief bufinefs of your lives. 

. It 4s true, you, as well as the righteous, in one fenfe, (hall 
fee God ; (for we muft all appear before the judgment-feat o£ 
Christ) but you muft fee him once, never to fee him mbre. 
For as you carry about in you the -devirs irtiage, with deviU 
you muft dwell : being of the fame nature, you muft (hare 
the fame doom. ^^ Kepent, therefore, and be converted^ that 
your fins may be blotted out;'* See that you receive the Holy 
Ohoft, before you go hence: for otberwife, how can you 
cfcape the damnation of hell ? 

Secondly^ Let me apply myfelf to thofe who deceive them- 
iielves with falfcbopes of falvation» Some, through the in* 
fluence of a good education, or other providential reftraints, 
have not run into the fame excefs of riot with other men, and 
they think they have no need to receive the Holy Ghoft, but 
flatter themfelves that they are really born again. 

But do you (hew it by brkigingiprth the fruits of the Spi- 
rit ? Do you pray without ceafing ? Do you not commit fin i 
Have you ove^rcome the world ? And do you love yOur ene- 
mies, and all mankind, in the fame manner, as Jesvs Christ 
loved then^ ? 

If thefe things, brethrep, be in you and abound, th^n may 
you have confidence towards God ; but if not, although you 
may be civilized, yet you are not converted : no, you arc yet 
in your fins. The nature of the old Adam ftill reigneth ia 
your fouls ; ^nd unlefs the nature of the fecopd Adbm b^ 
grafted in its room, you can never fee God. 

Think not, therefore, to drefs yourfelves up in theornatnenta 
of a good nature, and civil education, and fay with ^^7^^ 
♦« furely the bitternefs of death is paft :" For God's juftice, 
aotwithftanding that, \\k^ Samuel^ (hall hew you to pietcs. 
However you may be. highly efteemed in the fight of mdi, yet, 
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m the fight of God, you are but Hke the ippks of SiAm^ 
dunghills covered over with fnow, mere whiled fepuldires, 
appearing a little beautiful without, but inwardly full of cdr-* 
ruption and of all uncleannefs : and Confequently will be dif* 
jniffed at the laft day with a *♦ Verily, I know you not." 

But the word of God is profitable for comfort as well vi 
^orredlion. 

Thirdly, Therefore I addrefs myfclf to thofe who arc under 
the drawings of the Father, and are exercifed with the Spirit 
of bondage^ and not finding the marks before mentioned, are 
crying out. Who (hall deliver us from the body of this death ? 

But fear not, little flock ; for notwithftanding your pre&nt 
infant ftate of grace, it fhall be your Father's good picafure 
to give you the kingdom. The grace of God, through 
Jesus Christ, (hall deliver you, and give you what you 
thirft after : He hath promifed, he will alfo do it. Ye fliall 
receive the fpirit of adoption, that promife of the Father, if 
you faint not : only perfevere in feeking it | and determine 
not to be at reft in your foul, till you know and feel that you 
are thus born again from above, and God's Spirit witnefletb 
with your fpirits that you are the children of God. 

Fourthly and Laftly^ I addrefs myfelf to thofe who have re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoft in all his fanftifying graces, and aro 
almoft ripe for glory. 

Hail, happy faints ! for your heaven is begun oh earth t 
you have already received the firft fruits of the Spirit, and ar^ 
. patiently waiting till that blefTcd change come, when your 
harveft (hall be compleat. I fee and admire you, thoi^h, 
alas ! at fo great a diftance from you : your life, I know, ii 
hid with Christ in God. You have comforts, you have 
meat to eat, which a (inful, carnal, ridiculing world know$ 
nothing of. Christ's yoke is now become eafy to yo», and 
bis burden light. You have pafTcd through the pangs of the 
hew birth, and npw rejoice that Christ Jesus is fpiritually 
formed in your hearts. You know what if is to dwell in 
Cimi^lr, and Christ in you. Like Jacobus ladder, although 
your bodies are on earth, yet your fouls and hearts are ill 
heaven : and by your faith and conftant recolledion, like the 
blefied angels, )-ou do always behold the face of your Father 
which is in heaven* . • ' 

I need 
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I njBcd not exhort you to prcfs forward, for you know that 
in walking in the Spirit there is a great reward. Rather will 
1 exhort you,Jn patience to pofTefs your fouls yet a little while, 
and Jesus Christ will deliver you from thp burden of the 
fiefli, and an abundant entrance (hall be adminiftered to you, 
into the eternal joy and uninterrupted felicity of his heavenly 
kingdom. 

Which God of his infinite mercy grant, through Jesus 
"" ' CiJkiST our Lord : To whom, with the Father, and 
the Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and one God, be afcribed 
ail honour, power, and glo/y, for lever and ever. 
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I 

S E R M O N XLIIL 

The Almoit Chriftian. 



Acts xxvu 28* 

Jlmofi thou perfuadeft me to he a Chrifiiatt. 

THESE words contain the ingenuous confeflion of king 
Agrippa ; which having fome reference to, it may not 
be improper to relate the fubftancc of the preceding verfa^ 
with which the words are fo clofely connedled* 

The chapter, out of which the text is taken$ conb^ioa an 
adn:iirable account which the great St. Paul gave of his won- 
derful converfion from Judaifm to Chriftianity, when he was 
called to make his defence before Fejius a Gentile governor, ^ivi 
king Jgrippa. Our blelTed Lord had long fmce foretoldt 
that when the Son of man fhould be lifted up, ** bis dU*- 
ciples fhould be brought before kings and rulers, for his 
jiame's fake, for a teftimony unto them/' And very good 
was the defign of infinite wifdom in thus^ ordaining it % for 
Chriftianity being, from the beginning, a do&ine of tis 
Crofs, the princes and rulers of the earth thought themfelves 
too high to be inflru£led by fuch mean teachers, or to9 hap^ 
tp be difturbed by fuch unwelcome truths; and therefore 
WQuld have always continued (Irangers to Jesus ChrisTi 
and. him crucified, had not the apoftles, by being s[rraigf|Lcd 
before them, gained opportunities of preaching to them ^^ Jesus 
and the rcfurredion." St. Paul knew full well that this 
was ihe main reafon, why his bleiTed Mafter permitted bis 
enemies at this time to arraign him at a public bar; and 
therefore, in compliance with the divine will, thinks it not 
" fufficient. 



riiflScient, barely to make his defence, but endeavours a^ tfifc 
^me time to convert his judges. And this he did with fuch 
iemondration of the fpirit, and of power, that Feftusy un- 
willing to be , convinced by the ftrongpft evidence, cries out 
vrith aloudiorfe, ^^ Pauly much learning doth -maEe thee 
mad." To which the brave apoftle (like a true follower of 
the holy Jesus)N meekly replies, I ara not mad, moft noble 
Fejlus^ but fpeak forth the words of truth and fobernefs." Burt 
in. all probability^ feeing king Agrtppa more afFcdled with his 
difcourfe, and obferving in him an inclination to know the 
truth, he applies himfelf more particularly to him. **'The 
Icinfg knoweth of thefe things ; befofe whom alfo I fpeak 
fteely ; for I am perfuadpd that none of thefe things are hidden 
from him." And then, that if poflible he might complete hra 
wiflied-for converfion, he with an inimitable drain of oratory, 
-adfdreffes lilmfelf ftill more clofely, ** King Agrippa^ \^t\\^z^ 
thou the prophets ? I know that thou believeft them.'* *^At 
which the paflions of the king began to work fo ftrongly, that 
he was obliged in open court, to own himfelf afTefted by the 
prifoner*s preaching, and ingenuoufly to cry out, *' Paul^ aJ- 
inoft thou perfuadeft me to be a Chriftian." 

Which V7ords, taken with the context, afford us a livrfy 
reprefentation of the different reception, which the dodrine 
of Christ^s minifters, who come in the power and fpirit of 
St. PauU meets with now-a-days in the minds of men. PoV 
liotwithftanding they, like this great apoftle, ** fpeak forth 
the words of truth and fobernefs ;*' and with fuch cnergy^anU 
power, that all their adverfaries cannot juftly gainfay Or 
rcifift ; yet, too many, with the noble Weftm befiqfrc-mtil- 
tioned, being like' him, either too proud to be taught, or'too 
ftnfual, too carelefs, or too worldly-minded to live up to -Hte 
do<ftrine, in order to excufe themfclves, O-y out, that *' rtudi 
learning, much ftudy, or, what is mor^ unaccountable, miifh 
piety, hath made thfem mad.'* And though, bleffed be God! 
all do not thus difbelieve our report 5 yet amongft thofe who 
gladly receive the word, and confcfs that we fpeak the words 
cf truth and fobernefs, there are fo few, who arrive nt atiy 
bigher degree of piety than that oi'Agrtppa^ or are any farther 
perfuad^d than to be ^Imoft Chriftians, chat I cannot but 
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tbink it highly necefTary to warn my desu* hearers of the difv 
ger of fuch a (late. And therefore, from the words of ib^ 
text, fhall endeavour to (hew thefe three things : 

Firfiy What is meant by an almoft chriftian. 

Secondly y What are the chief reafons, why fo many are no 
more than almoft chriftians. 

Thirdly^ I (ball confider the ineSeflualnefs, danger, abfiur- 
dity, and uneafinefs which attends thofe who are but aknoft 
chriftians ; and then conclude with a general exhortation, to 
fet all upon flriving not only to be almoft, but altogether 
chriftians. 

L And, Fir/ii I am to confider what is meant by an almoft 
chriftian. 

An almoft chriftian, if we confider bim in rcfpcQ to bis 
duty to God, is one that halts between two opinions j that 
wavers between Christ and the worfdj that would reconcile 
God and Mammon^ light and darknefs, Christ and Belial 
It is true, he has an inclination to religion, but then be \i 
very cautious how he goes too far in it: his falfe heart i^ 
always crying out. Spare thyfelf, do thyfclf no harm. He 
prays indeed, that '' God's will may be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven.'' But notwithftanding, he is very partial in his 
obedience, and fondly hopes that God will not be extreme 
to mark every thing that he wilfully does amifs ; though am 
infpired apcftle has told him, chat ^^ he who ofFenda ia %m 
point is guilty of all." But chiefly, he is one that depends 
much on outward ordinances, and on that account looks upon 
himfelf as righteous, and defpifes t)thers^ though at the fao^e 
time he is as great a ftranger to the divine life as any other 
perfon whatfoever. In Ihort, he is fond of the form, but 
never cjxpcriences the power of godlincfs in his heart. He 
goes on year after year, attending on the means of grace, but 
then, like Phara^Vs lean kine, he is never the better, but 
rather the worfe for them. 

I if 
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tf fon todtclef htm in reij^fefl to Kis tieigbbour, he U 
one that ts ftridly juft to ^11 1 bdt then this does tiot proceed 
from any love to Go© or regard to man^ but only through a. 
principle of felf-love : becaufc he knows diflibnefty will fpoil 
his reputation^ and confe^u^ntly hinder hi^ thriving in the 
WOrldi 

He id one that depends mtich apoh Being fiegatiirely good^ 
and contents himfelf with the confcioufnefs of having done 
Ao one any harm j though be reads in the gofpel, that " the 
unprofitable fcrvarit vfp caft into otitcr darkitefs," and thd 
barren fig- tree was curfed and dried lip ffoto the footf, not 
for bearing bad, but no froit. 

He Js no enemy tor charitable contributlotls in public^ if 
Hot too frequently recommended : bat then he is ariacquatnied 
with* the kind offices of viftting the fxck and inriprifoned^ 
cioatfaing the naked, and relieving the hungary in a private 
manner. He thinks that thefe thing^ belong only to tht 
clergy, though his ovv© falfe heart tells him^ that nothing but 
pride keeps him from exercifing thefe a£ls of hnmility ; and 
that Jesws GriaiST,- in the 25th chafpter of St. Matthetv^ 
condemns perfons to evcrlafting punifhme/i'tj not merely for 
being fornicators^ drunkards, or e^^tortiohers, but for neglefl-^ 
Jug thefe charkabld officesy ** When the &on of man flifall 
come in his gWy, he (hall fet the (heep on his right-hand^ 
and tBe goats on his left. And then fhall be hf unto them 
on his left-hand, depart from me, ft curfed, into eveflafting 
fire prepared for the devi! and bts angels : for I was-^n hun^ 
^d, and ye gafve me rto meat ; I was thirfty^ and ye gave me 
no drink ; I was a ftranger,- and ye took me not in ; naked^ 
and ye cteathed me not j ftck and in prifon, and ye vifited * 
(ttc not. Then fiiall tBey alfb fsty^ LoAd,? when faw y^t thee 
tn hangfed^ or a-tWrrll^or a ftranger^ or naked, or fick, or 
m prifon, and did not miriifter unto thee t Then flxall he an- 
Fwcr them. Verily I fay unto you, inafmuch as ye bave not 
done ft unto one of the leaft of thefe my brethren, yc did it 
BOt onto me : and thefe fiiall go away into everlafliihg puhi(br 
nent." I thought proper to give you this whole paflage •£ 
criptme at large^ becaufe our Saviour lays fitch a p^ticuliyr 
Vol. VI. J4 fti^ft 
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lifers upon it ; and yet it is fo little regarded, that were we to 
judge by the practice of chriftians, one fiiould be tempted to 
think there were no fuch verfes in the Bible. 

But to proceed in the charaflcr of an almo/l chriftian : If 
we confider him in refpcft of himfelf ; as we faid he wad 
ftri<9Iy honeft to his neighbour, fo he is likewife flriSly fober 
in himfelf: but then both his honefty and fobriety proceed 
from the fame principle of a falfe felf^love. It is tJue, he 
runs not into the fame cxcefs of riot with other men ; but 
then it is not out of obedience to the laws of God, but either 
bccaufe his conftitution will not away with intemperance; or 
rather bccaufe he is cautious of forfeiting his reputation, or 
unfitting himfelf for temporal bufinefs. But though be is fo 
prudent as to avoid intemperance and excefs, for the reafons 
before- mentioned ; yet he always goes to the extremity of 
what is lawful. It is true, he is no drunkard j but then he 
has no chrijiian felf-denial. He cannot think our Saviour to 
be fo auflere a Mafter, as to deny us to indulge ourfclves in 
forhe particulars : and fo by this means he is deftitute of a 
fenfe of true religion, as much as if he lived in debauchery, or 
any other crime whatever. As to fettling his principles as 
well as praflice, he is guided more by the world, than by the 
word of God : for his part, he cannot think the way to hea- 
ven fo narrow as fome would make it j and therefore conflders 
not fo much what fcripture requires, as what fuch and fuch a 
good man does, or what will beft fuit his own corrupt incli- 
nations. Upon this account, he is not only very cautious 
himfelf, but likewife very careful of young converts, whofe 
faces are fet heavenward ; and therefore is always adiing the 
devil's part, and bidding them fpare themfelves, though they 
are doing no more than what the fcripture ftridly requires 
them to do : The confequence of which is, that " he fuiFers 
not himfelf to enter into the kingdom of God, and thofc that 
are entering in he hinders." 

Thus lives the almoft chriftian : not that I can fay, I have 
fully defcribed him to you ; but from thefe outlines and 
fketches of his charafter, if your confciences have done their 
proper of&ce, and made a particular application of what has 
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bbi*n faid to ydur <JWn hearts, I cannot biit fe^r that fbme 6f 
yoii may obferve fome features in his j5l(^ure, odious as it isj 
too near refembling your own ; and therefore I cannot but 
hope, that you will join with the apoftic in the words imme- 
dfatcly following the text, and wilh yourfelves *' to be not 
only almoft, but altogether chriflians/' 

11. I proceed to the fecbnd general thing propofed ; to 
confider the reafons why fo many are no more than almoff 
cnriilislnSi 

1- And the firft reafoh 1 fhdl mention is, tetaufe fo rtianf* 
fet out with falfe notions of religion ; though they live in a 
chriftiah country, yet they know not what chriftianity is* 
This perhaps may be efteemed St hard faying, but experience 
fadly evinces the truth of it^ for fome pLcc religion in being 
of this or that communion j more in morality-, moft in a 
round of duties, and a model of performances ; and feiv, very 
few acknowledge it to be, what it really is, a thorough in- 
ward change of nature^ a divine life, a Vital participation of 
Jesus CHRist, an union of the foul wrth God ; which the 
apoftle exprefles by faying, •' He that is joined to the LoRo 
is oncfpirit." Hence it happens, that fo thany, even of the 
mcft knowing profeflbrs, when you come to coriverfe with 
them concerning the eflbnce, the life, the foul of religion, T 
mean our new birth in Jesus Christ, confeft thcmfclves» 
tjuite ignorant of the matter, and cry out with NkodemUf^ 
•* How can this thing be ? " And no wondei* then, that ftt 
tnany are only almoft chriftiansj when fo mfany knoW ndt 
lyhdt chriftianity is : no iliarvel, that fo many take up with 
the fortn, when they are quite firangerS to the power of god- 
linefs ; or cohteht themfelvcs with the fhadow^ when they 
IcnoW fo little about the fubftance of it; And this }s one caufe 
1«rhy fo mariy are almoft, and fo few arc altogether chriftians, 

it. A fecortd feafon that rhay be affigned why fo many are 
Jio more than almoft chriftians, is a fervile fear of man: mul- 
titudes there are and have been, who, though awakened to 
k fenfe of the divine life, and have tafted and feh the powers 
erf* the world to come j yet out of a bafe fmful fear of being 
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counted fingular, or contemned by men, have Tufl^rcd all 
thofe good impreflions to wear off. It is true, they have fome 
cftccm for Jesus Christ; but then, like Nicodemus^ they 
would come to him only by night : they are willing to fervc 
him ; but then they would do it fccretly, for fear of the, 
Jews: they have a mind to fee Jesus, but then. they cannot 
come to him bccaufc of the prefs, and for fear of being 
laughed at, and ridiculed by thcfe with whom they ufed to fit 
at meat. But well did our Saviour prophefy of fuch perfons, 
•• How can ye love me, who receive honour one of another ;*' 
Alas ! have they never read, that " the friendfliip of this 
World is enmity with God ;" and that our Lord himfelf has 
threatened, <^ Whofoever (hall be afbamed of me or of my 
words, in this wicked and adulterous generation, of him (ball 
the Son of man be afhamed, when he cometh in the glory of 
his Father and of his holy angels ?'* No wonder that fo many 
are no more than almofl; chridians, fince fo many ^* love the 
praife of men more than the honour which cometh of God." 

3. A third reafon why fo many are no more than almoft 
chriftians^ is a reigning Ipve of money. This was the pitiable 
cafe of that forward young man in the gofpel, who came run- 
ning to our bleflcd Lord, and kneeling before him, enquired 
<< what he muft do to inherit eternal life )" to whom our 
blefied Mafter replied, *' Thou knoweft the commandoients. 
Do not kill, Do not commit adultery. Do not ftcal :" To 
which the young man replied, '^ All thefe have I kept from 
iny youth." But when our Lord proceeded to tell him* 
*« Yet lackeft thou one thing} Go fell all that thou haft^ and 
give to the poor ; be was grievtd at that faying, and went 
away forrowful, for he had great poiTeflions !" Poor youth I 
he had a good mind to be a chriftian, and to inherit Eternal 
life, but thought it too dear, if it could be purchafed at no 
lefs an expence than of his eftate ! And thus many, both 
young and old, now-a-days, come running to worftiip our 
blefTed Lord in public, and kneel before him in private, and 
enquire at his gofpel, what they muft do to inherit eternal 
life : but when they find they muft renounce the felf-enjoy- 
ment of riches, and forfake all in aftcAion to follow him, thej 
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cry, ** The Lord pardon us ia this thing ? Wc pray thcc, 
have us cxcufcd." 

But is heaven fo fmall a trifle in men*s efteem, as not to 
Be worth a little gilded earth ? Is eternal life fo maan a pur- 
chafe, as tiot to deferve the temporary renunciation of a few 
tranfitory riches ? Surely it is. But however inconfiftent fuch 
a behaviour may be, this inordinate love of money is top evi* 
dently the common and fatal caufe, why fo many are no more 
than almoft chriftians. 

4. Nor is the love of pleafure a lefs uncommon, or a Icti 
fatal caufe why fo many are no more than almoft chriftians. 
Thoufands and ten thoufands there are, who defpife riches, 
and would willingly be true difciples of Jesus Christ, if 
parting with their money would make them fo; but whexi 
chey are told that our blefted Lord has faid, ^< Whofoever 
will come after him muft deny himfelf;** like the pitiably 
young man before-mentioned, ** they go away forrowful :" for 
they have too great a love for fenfual pleafures. They will 
perhaps fend for the minifters of Christ, as Herod did for 
yohn^ and hear them gladly : but touch them in their Hero^ 
UiOSt tell them they muft part with fuch or fuch a darling 
pleafure ; and with wicked Jhab they cry out, ** Haft thou 
found us, O oijr enemy ?'* Tell them of the neceffity of mor'i"- 
tification and felf-denial, and it is as difficult for them to 
hear, as if you was to bid them *^ cut off a right-hand, or 
pluck out a right-eye/* They cannot think our bleflfed Lord 
requires fo much at their hands, though an infpired apoftle 
lias commanded us to ** mortify our members which are qpon 
earth.^ And who himfelf, even after he had converted thou- 
fands, and w^ very near arrived to the end of his race, yet 
prpfefled that it was bis ds|ily pra£lice to ^< keep under his 
body, and bring it into fubjedion, left after he had preached 
to others, he himfelf {ho^l4 he s^ ^aft-away !*' 

But fome men would be wifer than this great apoftle, and 
chalk out to us what they falfely imagine an eafier way tQ 
liappinefs. They would flatter us, we may go to heaven 
^i^iout offering viol^ce to our fenfual appetites ^ and enter 
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into the flrait gate without driving againft our Carnal inclin^-y 
tions. And this is another rcafon why fo many are only air 
moft, and not altogether chriftians. 

5. The fifth and laft reafon I (hall aflign why fo many are 
only almofl chriftians, is a ficklenefs and inftability of tem- 
per, 

I^ has been, no dpubt, a niisfortune that many a miniAer 
and finccrc chriftian has met with, to weep and wail over 
numbers of promifing converts, who feemingly began in the 
Spirit, but after a while fell away, and bafcly ended in the 
fleftii and this not for want of right notions in religion, nof 
out of a fefvlle fear of man, nqr fiom the Iov£ of money, or 
pf fenfu^l ple^fure, but through an Inftability and ficklcnefs 
qf temper. They looked upon religion merely for novelty, as 
fomcthing which pleafcd them for a while j but after their 
curiofity was faiisfied, they laid it afide again : like the young 
man^hat came to fee Jesus with a linen cloth about his naked 
body, they have followed him for a feafon, but when tempta- 
tions came to take hold on them, for wj\nt of a little more 
refolution, they have been ftfipped of all ^heir good inten- 
tions, and fled away naked. They at firft, like a tree planted 
by the water-fide, grew up and llouriflbed for a while; but hav- 
ing no root in themfelves, np inwJ^'d principle pf holincfs 
and piety, like jQnaFs gourd, they were foon dried ^p and 
with.ered. Their good intention^ ^re too like ^bc violent 
rnotlons of the aninud fpirits of a body newly beheaded, which, 
though impetuous, are not lading. In (hort, they fet out 
well in their journey to heaven, but finding the way ciihe^ 
narrower or longer than they expcded, through an unfleadi- 
nefs of temper, they have made an eternal halt, and fo ** re^ 
turned like the dog to his vomit, or hke the fow that was 
Y^afhcd to her waliovving in the mire I" 

But I tremble 10 pronounce the fate of fuch nnftahic pro- 
fcflbrs, who having put their hands to the plough, for want 
of a little more relolution, fhatncfully look back. How (hall 
I repent to them that dreadful threatening, ** If any man draw 
bav.kj mv foui (hall have no plcafurc in him :" And again; 
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.*' It is impoflible (that is, exceeding difficult at leift) for 
thofe that have been once enlightened, and have tafted of the 
heavenly gift, and the powers of the world to come, if they 
(hould fall away, to be renewed again unto repentance."^ But 
notwithftanding the gofpel is fo fevere againft apoftates, yet 
many that begun well, througlx a ficklenefs of temper, (O 
that none of us here prefent may ever be fuch) have been bf 
this means of the number of thofe that turn back upto per- 
dition. And this is the fifth, and the laft reafon I (hall give, 
why to many are only almofl, and not altogether chriftians. 

III. Proceed we now to the third general thing propofcd, 
namely, to confider the folly of being no more than an almoft 
chriilian. 

I. And tbe//y? proof I jfliall give of the foUy of fuch a pro- 
ceeding is, that it is ineffectual to falvation. It is true, fuck 
men are almoft good ; but almoft to hit the mark, is really to 
mifs it. God requires us ^^ to love him with all our hearts, 
with all our fouls, and with all our ftrength." He loves us 
Coo well to admit any rival ; becaufe, fo far as our hearts are 
empty of GoD, fo far muft they be unhappy. The devil, 
indeed, like the falfe mother that came before Solomon^ would 
have our hearts divided, as (he would have had the child ; but 
Gop, like the true mother, will have all or none/ *' My 
Son, give me thy heart," thy whole heart, is the general call 
to all : and if this bp pot done^ we never can expeiS): the di- 
vine mercy, 

Perfons may play the hypocrite; but GoD at the great day 
will ftrike them dead, (as he did J/tanias and Sapphira by the 
mouth of his fervant Peter) for pretending to offer him all 
their hearts, when they keep back from him the greateft part. 
They may perhaps impofe upon their fellow-creatures for a 
while; but he that enabled Elijah to cry out, " Come in thou 
wife of Jerohoamy' when (he came difguifed to enquire about 
her fick fon, will alfo difcover them through their moft artful 
(liffimulations; and if their hearts are not wholly with him, 
appoint them their portipn with hypocrites and unbelievers. 
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1. But, fe€^ndlfy What renders an hilf-way-pletf moff« 
snexcufable is, that it is not only infufficient to our own (al«> 
Vation, but alfo very prejudicial to that of others. 

An atmoft chrifiian is one of the moll hurtful creatures in 
the world : he is a wolf in (beep's cloathing : be is one of 
thofe falfe prophets, our blefled Lord bids us beware of in 
bis fermon on the mount, who would perfuade men, that the 
way to heaven is broader than it really is ; and thereby, as it 
was obferved before, '^ enter not into the kingdom of Gop 
themfelves, and thofe that are entering in they hinder.** 
Thefe, thefe are the m^n that turn the world into a luke- 
warm taoiiaan (oirit; that hang out falfe lights, and fo (bipr 
wreck unthinking benighted fouls in (heir voyagi? to the 
haven of eternity. Thefe arc they who are greater enemies 
CO the crofs of Christ, than infidels themfelves : for of an 
unbeliever every one will be aware ; but an aln^pft cbriftiap, 
through his fubtle hypoprify, draws away many after him j 
and therefore mufl exped to receive the greater damojjftion. 

3. But, ihirdlj^ As it is moft prejudicial to ourfdvei an4 
hurtful to others, fo it ts the greateft inftance of ingr^itude 
we can exprefs towards our Lord and Mafter Jesus Chi|list» 
For did be come down from heaven, and ihed his precious 
blood, to purchafe thefe, hearts of ours, and (ball we only 
give him half of them ? O how can we fay we love him, 
when our hearts are not wholly with him ? How can we call 
him our Saviour, when we will not endeavour fuicerely tQ 
approve ourfelyes to him, and fo let him fee the ^av^il pf l^t 
foul, and be fs^tisiied ! 

Had anyof us purchafed a flave 2X a f^oft expenfive rate^ an^ 
who was before involved in the utmoft miferies and torments^ 
and fo muft have continued for ever, had we ihut up our 
bowels of compailion from him ; and was this (lave afterwards 
to grow rebellious, or deny giving us but half his fervicci 
how, how (hould we exclaim againft his bate ingratitude I 
And yet this bafe ungrateful flave thou art, O man, who ac- 
knowledged thyfelf to be redeemed from infinite unavoidable 
inifery and puniflnncfit by t|)9 death of Jesus Christ^ anfl 
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yet Wilt not giv€ thyfelf wholly to him. But fliall wc deal 
with 6oD our Maker in a manner we would not be dealt 
with by a man like ourfelves ? God forbid ! No, Suffer me, 
therefore. 

To add a word or two of exhortation to you, to excite you 
to be not only ah|oft, but altogether chriftians. O let us 
fcorn all bafe and treacherous treatment of our King and Sa- 
viour, of our Gop and Creator. Let us not take fome pains 
;ill our lives to go to heaven, and yet plunge ourfelves into 
bell at laft. Let us give to God our whole hearts, and no 
longer halt between two opinions : t( the world be God, let 
us ferve that; if pleafure be a God, let us fervc that ; but if 
jtbe Lord he be God, let us, O let us ferve him alone* 
Alas ! why, why (hould we ftand out any longer ? Why 
ihoul() we be fo in love with flavery, as not wholly to re- 
nounce the world, the fleib, and the devil, which, like fo 
many fpiritual chains, bind down our fouls, and hinder therh 
from flying up to God. Alas! what are we afraid of? Is 
pot Gop able to reward our entire obedience ? If he is, as 
the almoft chriflian's lame way of ferving him, feems to grant, 
why then will we not ferve him entirely ? For the fame rea- 
fon we do fo much, why do we not do more ? Or do you 
think that being only half religious will make you happy, 
but that going farther, will render you miferable and uneafy i 
Alas! this, my brethren, is delufion all over : for what is it 
but this half p'ntyy this wavering between God and the world, 
that makes fo many, that are feemingly *well difpofed, fuc)> 
ut^ (Grangers to the con>forts of religion 7 They chufe juft 
fo much of religron as will difturb them in their lufls, and 
follow their lulls fo far as to deprive themfelves of the com- 
forts of religion. Whereas on the contrary, would they fin- 
icereiy leave all in affedion, and give their hearts wholly to 
God, they would then (and they cannot till then) expe- 
ripnce the unfpeakable pleafure of having a mind at unity 
with itfelf, and enjoy fuch a peace of God, which even in 
this life pafles all undcrftanding, and which they were entire 
{{rangers to before. It is true, if we will devote ourfelves 
entirely to God, we muft meet with contempt j but then it 
is be^aufe contempt is necefTary to heal our pride. We muft 
X renounce 
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renounce fome fenfual pleafures, but then it is becaufe thofe 
unfit us for fpiritual ones^ which are infinitely better. We 
mufl renounce the love of the world , but then it is that we 
may be filled with the love of God : and when that has once 
enlarged our hearts, we (hall, like 'Jacch when he ferved for 
his beloved Rachel^ think nothing too difficult to undergo, nc^ 
hardfhips too tedious to eiidure, becaufe ^f the love we fhal^. 
then have for our dear Redeemer Thus eafy, thus deiightfuK. 
will be the ways of God even in this life ; but when CMicc^ 
we throw off thefe bodies, and our fouls are filled with al^ 
the fulnefs of GoD, O ! what heart can conceive, wha^ 
tongue can exprefi, with what unfpeakable joy and confoia — 
tion (hall we then look back on our paft fincere and heartyp^ 
fcrvices. 1 hink you then, my dear hearers, wc (hail repenc 
we had done too much ; or rather think you not, we (hall be 
afhamcd that we did no more ; and bluQl we were fo backward 
to give up all to God \ when he intended hereafter to give U3 
bimfelf? 

Let me therefore, to conclude, exhort you, my brethren, 
to have always before you the unfpeakable happinefs of en- 
joying God. And think withal, that every degree of holi* 
ncfs you negle£l, every a£l of piety you omit, is a jewel taken 
out of your crown, a degree of blelTednefs loft in rtie vifion of 
God. O I do but always think and adl thus, and you will 
110 longer be labouring to compound matters between GoB 
and the world ; but, on the contrary, be daily endeavouring 
to give up yourfelves more and more unto him ; you witlbe 
always watching, always praying, always afpiring afteiCkr- 
thcr degrees of purity and love, and confequently always pre- 
paring yourfelves for a fuller fight and enjoyment of that 
God, in whofe prefence there is fulnefs of joy, and at whoffc 
right-hand there are pleafures for ever more. Amen! Amen * 
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SERMON XLIV. 

Cw R I s T the Believer's Wifdom, Righteouf- 
nefs, San<ftification, and Redemption. 



I Cor. i. 30. 
^Ht of him are yi in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us^ wifdom^ right eoufnefs^ fan£lification^ and 
rtdetnption. 

OF all H>c verfes in the book of God, this which I have 
now read to you, is, I believe, one of the moft compre- 
henfive: What glad tidings does it bring to believers! what 
precious privileges are they herein invefted with ! how are they 
here led to the fountain of them all, I mean, the love, the 
cverlafting lave of God the Father I "Of him. are ye in 
Christ JestJS, who of God is made unto us, wifdom, righ* 
(eoufnefs, fanftification, and redemption." 

Without referring you to the context, I fhall from the 
words, 

Firjlj Point put to you the fountain, from which all tbofc 
bleffings flow, that the ele<Sl of God partake of in Jesus 
Christ, " who of God is made unto us." And, 

Secondly^ I fhdM confider what tbefe bleffings are, " wifdom, 
righteoufne^, f^ndlidcatiop, s^nd redemption." 

Firjiy I would point out to you the foifntain from which 
all thofc bleffings flow, th.^t the elefl: of God partake of in 
Jesus, ** who of God is made unto us," the Father, he it 
js who is fpoken of here. Not as though Jesus Christ was 
pot God alfoj but God the Father is the fountain of thp 
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Deity; and, if wc confidcr Jesus Christ iQ'wgu N^edia* 
tor, God the Father is greater than he ; there was an eternal 
contrail between the Father and the Son : <* I have made a 
covenant with my trhofen, and I have fworit unto David my 
fcrvant ;*' now David was a type of Christ, with whom the 
Father made a covenant, that if he would obey and TufFer, and 
make himfelf a facrifice for fin, he (bould «^ fee his ieed, he 
Ihould prolong bis days, and the pleafure of the Lord {hould 
profper in his hands." This compa£t our Lord refers to, in 
that glorious prayer recorded in the 17th chapter of y^iti', 
and therefore he prays for, or rather demands with a full 
aflurance, all that wefe given to him by the Father: ** Father, 
I will that they alfo whom thou haft given me, be with me 
where I am." For this fame reafon the apoftle breaks oot into 
praifcs of God, even the Father of our Lord jBtvs Chryst; 
for beloved the eleft with an evcrlafting love, or, as our Lord 
exprefles it, ^^ before the foundation of the world;*' and there- 
fore, to (hew them to whom they were beholden for tbeir fal- 
vation, our Lord, in the 25th of Matthew^ reprefents him- 
felf, faying, " Come, ye bleiTed children of my Father, re- 
ceive the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." And thus, in reply to the mother oi Zebedi^B chil- 
dren, he fays, ** It is not mine to give, but it iball be given 
to them, for whom it is prepared, of the Father." The apoftle 
therefore, when here fpcaking of the chriftian's privileges, fcft 
they (hould facrifice to their own drag, or think their falvation 
was owing to their own faithfulnefs, or improvement ef their 
6wn free-will, reminds them to look back on the everlafting 
love of God the Father j ** who of Goo is made unto us, 
&c." 

Would to GoD, this point of doSrine was confidered morr, 
end people were more ftudious of the covenant of redemption 
between the Father and the Son ! we (hould not then have fo 
much difputing acainft the do6lrine of eled^ion, or hear it 
condemned (even oy good men) as a doflrine of devils. For 
my own part, I cannot fee how true humblenefs of mind can 
be attained without a knowledge of it ; and though I will not 
fay, that every one v^^ho denies cle£lion is a bad man, yet I 
will fay, with th^t fwcet finger, Mr. TiW/, it is a very bad 



fign : fuch a one, whoever he be, I think cannot truly know 
hioafelf : for, if we deny eleflion, we muft, partly at leaft, 
glory in ourfelves j but our redemption is fo ordered, that no 
flefli (hould glory in the divine prefence; and hence it is, that 
the pride of man oppofes thi» do£lrine, becaufe according to 
this dodrine, and no other, " he that glories, muft glgry only 
in the Lord." But what fhall I fay i Eledion is a royftcry 
that fliines with fuch refplendent brightnefs, that, to make ufe 
of the words of one who has drank deeply of eledling love, it 
dazzles the weak eyes evei) of fome of God's dear children ; 
however, though they know it not, all the bleiSngs they re- 
ceive, all the privileges they do or will enjoy, through Jesvs 
Christ, flow from the cverlafting love of Qod the Father ; 
<' But of him are you in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fandification, and redemp«» 
lion/' 

Secondly J I come to (hew what thefe bleflings are, which are 
here, through Christ, made over to the eled« And 

I. Firft^ Christ is made to them wifdom i but wherein does 
true wifdom confift ? Was I to aflc fome of you, perhaps you 
would fay, in ind^ulging the luft of the flefb, and faying tq 
your fouls, eat, drink, and be merry ; but this is only the 
wifdom of brutes > they have as good a guft and reli(h for ieri'^ 
fual ple^fures, as the greateft epicure on earth. Others would 
tell me, true wifdom confifted in adding houfe to houte^ and 
field to field, and calling lands after their own names ^ but this 
cannot be true jvifdom; for riches often take to themfelvcf 
wings, and fly away, like an eagle towards heaven^ Even 
wifdom itfelf aflfures us, ** that a man's life doth not confift 
in the abundance of the things which he pojOTefTes/' vanity, 
vanity, all thefe things are vanity; for, if riches leave not the 
t>WAer, the owners muft foon leave them 5 " for rich men muft 
alfo die, and leave their riches for others j'* their riches cannot 
procure them redemption from the grave, whither we are all 
haftening apace* 

But perhaps you defpife riches and pleafure, and therefonr 
place wifdom in the knov^kdge of books: but it is poflible for 

you 
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you to tell the numbers of the flars, and call them all by theif 
names, and yet be mere fools ; learned men are' not always' 
wife ; nay, our common learning, fo much cried up, makes 
men only fo many accompliflied fools ; to keep you therefore 
no longer in fufpenfc, and withal to humble you, I will fend 
you to an heathen to fchool, to learn what true wifdom is : 
•* Know thyfelf," was a faying of one 6f the wife men of 
Greece \ this is certainly true wifdom, and this is that wifdom 
fpoken of in the text, and which Jesus Christ is made to 
all eleft finners ; they arc made to know themfelves, fo as not 
to think more highly of themfelves than they ought to think. 
Before they were darknefs, now they are light in the Lord; 
and in that light they fee their own darknefs ; they now be- 
wail themfelves as Callcn creatures by nature, dead in trefpaflcs 
and fins, fons and heirs of hell, and children of wrath; they 
now fee that all their righteoufnefles are but as filthy rags ; 
that there is no health in their fouls ; that they are poor and 
miferable, blind and naked ; and that there is no name given 
under heaven, whereby they can be faved, but that of Jesu^ 
Christ. They fee the neceffity of clofing with a Saviour; 
and behold the wifdom of God in appointing him to be a Sa- 
viour ; they are alfo made willing to accept of falvation upor! 
our Lord's own terms, and to receive him as their all in all t 
thus Christ is made to them wifdom. 

2. Sfcondfy^ Righteoufncfs. ** Who of God is made unto u$, 
wifdom, righteoufnefs ;" Christ's whole perfonal righteouf- 
nefs is made over to, and accounted theirs. Being enabled td 
lay hold on Christ by faith, God the Father blots outthei^ 
tranfgreffions, as with a thick cloud ; their fins, and theit 
iniquities he remembers no more ; they are made the righ- 
teoufnefs of God in Christ Jesus, *• who is the end of the 
law for righteoufnefs to every one that beiieveth." In on6 
fenfe, God now fees no fin in them 5 the whole covenant of 
works is fulfilled in them; they arc aftually juftified, aoqtrittedj 
and looked upon as righteous in the fight of GoD ; they are 
perfeftly accepted in the beloved ; they are compleat in him ; 
the flaming fword of God's wrath, which before moved every 
way, is now removed, and free accefs given to the tree? of life;; 
they are enabled to reach, out the arm of faiih^ and pTack, and 
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live fqr evermore. Hence it is that the apoflte, under a fenfe 
of this bicfled privilege, breaks out into this triumphant lan- 
guage ; ** It is Christ that juftifies, who is he that con- 
demns f" Does fin condemn? Christ's righteoufnefs delivers 
believers from the guilt of it: Christ is their Saviour, and is 
become a propitiation for their llns : who therefore ihall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's elcd f Does the law con- 
demn ? By having Christ's righteoufnefs imputed to them, 
they are dead to the law, as a covenant of works ; Christ 
has fulfilled it for them, and in their flead. Does death threaten' 
them? they need not fear: the fting of death is fin, the ftrength* 
of fm is the law; but God has given them the viftory, by im- 
puting to them the righteoufnefs of the Lord Jesus. 

And what a privilege is here! Well might the angels at the 
birth of Christ, fay to the humble (hepherds, *« Behold, I 
bring you glad tidings of great joy ;" unto you that believe in 
Christ, " a Saviour is born." And well may angels rejoice 
at the convcrfion of poor finners: for the Lord is their 
righteoufnefs; they have peace with God, through faith in 
Christ's blood, and fnali never enter into condemnation. O 
believers I (for this difcourfe is intended in a fpecial manner for 
you) lift up your heads; *' Rejoice in the Lord always; again 
I fay, rejoice." Christ is made to you of God righteouf- 
nefs, what then fliould you fear ? you are made the righteouf- 
nefs of God in him ; you may be called, ** The Lord our 
righteoufnefs." Of what then (hould you be afraid ? what 
fball feparate you henceforward from the love of Christ?- 
" (hall tribulation, or diftrcfs, or perfecution, or famine, or 
nakednefs, or peril, or fword ? No, I am perfiiaded, neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things prefent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature,, (hall be able to feparate you from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord," who of 
OoD is made unto you righteoufnefs. 

This is a glorious privilege, but this is only the beginning 
of the bappinefs of believers : For 

3. TJ)irdly^ Christ is not only made to them righteoufnefs,. 
hMtfitn^ification\ by fa notification, I do not mean a bare hypo- 
critical 
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critical attendance on outward ordinance^j though tightlj-irr* 
formed chriftizns will think it their duty and privilege con-^ 
ftancly to attend on all outward. ordinances. Nor do I mean 
by fanflification, a bare outward reformation, and a few tran- 
fient convictions, or a little legal forrow ; for al} this an' urf. 
faii£tified man may have; but, by fanAification, I mean a total 
renovation of thje whole man ; by the righreoufnefs oF Christ^ 
believers become legally, by fandification they are made fpiri- 
tually, alive ; by one they are entitled to, by the other they are 
made meet fur, glory. They are fan£liiied, therefore^ through' 
out, in fpirit, foul and body. 

Their underftandings, which were before dark^ now be*, 
come light in the Lord ; and their wills, before contrary tOj 
now become one with, the will of God : their aRe£{ions ar(f 
now fct on things above ; their memory is now filled with di- 
vine things; their natural confciences arc now enlightened; 
fheir members, which were before inilruments of uncleannefsy 
and of iniquity unto iniquity, are now inflruments of rights- 
ouAefs and true holinefs; in fhort, they are new creatures} 
*• old things are paffed away, all things are become new," in 
their hearts; fin has now no longer dominion over them; tley 
are freed from the power, though not the indwellrng and fac- 
ing5 of ft ; they are holy both in heart and life^ iit all manner 
of converfation ; they are made partakers of a divine nature $ 
and frpm Jesus Christ, they receive grace for grace} and 
every grace that is fn Christ, is copied and tranforibed into 
their fouls ; they are transformed into his likenefs; he is fonhed 
within them ; they dwell in him, and he m theAi ^ ihey are led 
by the Spirit^ and bring forth the fruits thereof; theyknov^ 
that Christ is their Emmanuel^ GoD with and in tb^id; tbef- 
arc living temples of the Holy Ghoft. And therefore, being 
a holy habitation unto the Lord, the vv'hole trinity dwells- and 
walks in them ; even here, they fit together with Chris*^ Irt 
heaveply places, and are vitally united to him, their head,.by>4- 
Jiving faith ; their Redeemer, their Maker, is their hufband 9 
they arc flc(h of his flefh, bone of his bone; they talk, 'they 
walk with bim, as a man talketh and walketh with his friend^ 
in fliort, they are one with Christ, even as Jesus Christ 
and the Kathor are one. 

That 
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Thu3 is Christ made to believers fandific^tiotl. And O 
Wkat a privilege is this I to be changed from beads into faints^ 
and from a devilifb, to be made partakers of a divine nature ; 
to be tranflated from the kingdom of Satan, intb the kingdom 
of GoD*s dear Son ! to put off the old man, which is corrupt, 
and to put on the new man^ which is created after God, in 
righteoufnefs and true holinefs. O what an unfpeakable bleff- 
ing is this ! I almoft fiand aimslzed at the contemplation there- 
of. Well might the apoftle exhort believers to rejoice in the 
Lord ^ indeed they have leafon alwayl to rejoice, yea, to re- 
joice oh a dying bed ; i'ot the kingdom of God is in them } 
they are changed from glory to glory, even by the Spirit of 
the Lord : well may this be a myftery to the natural j for it 
isa myftery even to the fpiritual man himfelf, a myftery which 
lie cannot fathom. Does it not often* dazzle your eyes, O ye 
children of God, to look at your own brightnefe, when the 
caiuikx)f the Lord (bines out, and your Redeemer lifts up the 
light of his blefled countenance upon your fouls ? Are not you 
iftoni&ed, when you feel the love of God ilied abroad in your 
hearts, by the Holy Ghofl, aiKi God holds out the goldqpt 
fceptre of his niicrcy^ and bids you a{k what you will, and it 
Aall be given you ? Does not that peace of God^ which keeps 
and rules your hearts, furpafs the utmoft limits of your under- 
ftandings ? and is not the joy you feel unfpeakable? is it not 
^•'II of glory ? I am perfuaded it is j and in your fecfet com- 
''^Union^ when the Lord's love flows in upon your fouls^ you 
*** as it were fwallowed up in, or^ to ufe the a pottle's phrafe^ 
** filled with all the fulnefs of God." Are not you ready to 
^'■y out with Solomon^ ** And will the Lord, indeed, dwell 
^l^us with men !" How is it that we fliould be thus thy fon» 
^*id daughters, O Lord God Almighty I 

If you are chrldren of Ood^ and kniow what it ts to have. 
^llowihip with the Father and the Son; if you walk by faith^ 
^d not by fight) I am aiTured this is frequently the bnguage 
^ your hearts. 

But look fotward, and fee an unbounded profpeft of eternal 
^^ppinefs lying before thee, O believer ! what thou haft already 
^ccjved, are only the firil-fruits, like the duffer of grapes 
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brought out of tht land of Canaan \ ovXj an etnieft and pledge 
•f yec infinitely better things to come: the herveft is to follow; 
thy grace is hereafter to be fwallowed up in glory. Thy great 
Jojhudy and merciful high Prieft, fliall adminifter an abundant 
entrance to thee mto the land of promife, that reft which awaits 
the children of God : For Christ is not only made to believ* 
ers, wifdon, righteoufnefsy and fanftification, but alio nim^ 
tion. 

But, before we enter upon the explanation and conlempIiH 
tion of this privilege^ 

Fir/lj Learn hence the great miftake of thofe writers, and 
clergy, who, notwithftanding they talk of fanAification and 
inward holinefs (as indeed fometifnes they do, though in a Wf 
loofe and fuperficial manner) yet they generally nakc it the 
saufif whereas they (hould confider it as the effe^ of our juli- 
fication. ^* Of him are ye m Christ Jisus, whaof Gon 
is made unto us, wifdom, righteoufnefs, (and then) fanfitfia* 
tion." For Christ's righteoufnefs, or that which Christ 
has done in our ftead without us, is the fole caufe of our ac« 
ceptance in the fight of God, and of aN holinefs wrought it 
us : to this, and not to the light within, or any thing wrought 
within, (hould poor iinners feek for juftification in the fight of 
God. : for the fake of Christ's righteoufnefs alone, and act 
any thing wrought in us, does God look favourably upon as; 
our fandification at heft, in this hfe, is not compleat : though 
we are delivered from the power, we are not freed from the 
in-being of fin ; but not only the dominion, but the in-being 
of fin, is forbidden by the perfect law of God : for it is not 
faid, thou (halt not give way to luft, but, *< thou ihalt not 
luft.*' So that whilft the principle of luft remains in the leaft 
degree in our hearts, though we are otherwife never fo bdy, 
yet we cannot, on account of that, hope for acceptance with 
God. We muft firft, therefore, look for a righteoufnefs with* 
out us, even the righteoufnefs of our Lord Jbsus CHRiiTt 
for this reafon the apoftle mentions it, and puts k before fanc- 
tification in the words of the text. And whofoever teacheth 
any other jdo£lrine, doth not preach the tri»th as it is in. 
Jesus. 
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iecohdfyj Froth faence alfo, the Antinomians ahd formal hy- 
^crites may be confuted, who talk of Christ without, but. 
kiibw nothing, experimehtaHy^ of ai work of fan£lification 
VftJUght within them. tVhatevcr ihey fnay pretend to, fince 
Christ is not in them, the Lollb is not their righteoufnefs, 
^tld they have no well-grounded hope of glofy : for though 
fenffification is not the caufe^ yet it is the efFeft of our ac- 
Ceptarie^ trith God ; *^ Who of Gob is mad6 unto us righ- 
teoufnefs and fanflification." He therefore, that is really in 
CHitist, is a nevir treaturej it i& hot going back to a covenant 
t)f worksj to lobk into bur hearts^ and, feeing that they arc 
changed arid renewed, frorh thence form a comfortable and 
iN^ell- grounded aflurance of the fafety of our ftatcs : no^ but 
this is what we are dire£led to ih fcripture ; by our bringing 
forth thfe fruits^ we are to judge whether or no we ever did 
Uulf partake of the Spirit of Gob. " tVe khoW, (fays John) 
that we are pafled from death unto life, becaufe we love the 
brethren.^' And however we may talk of Christ's righte- 
Oufnefs j ahd exclaim agaihft legal preachers ; yet, if we are 
liot holy in heart and life^ if we ar6 hot fahdified and renewed 
by the Spirit in our hiinds, we are felf-deceivers, we are only 
fohnal hypocrites: for we miift hot put afunder what Gob has 
Joindl together ; We miift keep th6 medium between the two 
f xtremes ; not infift fo much on the one hand upon CiiRisr 
jfirithout^ as to exclude CtikiST within^ as an evidence of our 
being bis, and as a preparation for future happincfs ; nor^ on 
ihe other hand^ fo depend on inherent righteoufnefs or holi- 
nefs wrbught iii us^ as to exclude the righteoufnefs of jtsvs 
Christ vifithout us; But 

4. Fourthly^ Let Us now go on^ and take a view of the other 
link, or rather the end, of the believer's golden chain of privi- 
legeSj redemption. But we muft look very high ; for the top of 
itj like yacoFs ladder, i'eaches heaven, where all believers will 
afcend^ and be placed at the right-hand of God. ** Who of 
Gob is iiiade unto us, wifdobij righteoufnefs, fan£lification^ 
and redemptionJ* 

This is a golden chain indeed! and, what is beft of all, not 
one link can ever be broken afunder from another. Was there 
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no other text in the book of God, this Angle one fufficicntly 
proves the final perfeverance of true believers : for never did 
God yet juftify a man, whom he did not fan£lify ; nor (ztiQiff 
one, whom he did not compleatly redeem and glorify; no; 
as for God, his way, his work, is pcrfeft; he always carried! 
on and finiihed the work he begun ; thus it was in the firft» 
fo it is in the new creation ; w^en God fays, ** Let there be 
light," there is light, that fhines more and more unto the per« 
fe£l day, when believers enter into their eternal reft, as GoD 
entered into his. l^hofe whom God has juftified, he has in 
cfTedl glorified : for as a man's worthinefs was not the caufi 
of God's giving him Christ's righteoufncfs, fo neither (hall 
his un worthinefs be a caufe of his taking it away; God's gifti 
and callings are without repentance; and I cannot think, they 
arc clear in the notion of Christ's righteoufncfs, who deny 
the final perfi:vcrance of the faints ; I fear, they underftand 
juliification in that low fenfe, which I underdood it in a few 
years ago, as implying no more than remiiEon of fins : but it 
not only fignifies reqjiAion of fins paft, but alfo z fasdiral right 
to all good thmgs to come. If God has given us bis only 
Son, how (hall he not with him freely give us all things? 
Therefore, the apoftle, after he fays, " Who of GoD is made 
unto us righteoufnefs," does not fay, perhaps he may be made 
to us fandtification and redemption ; but, " he is made :" for 
there is an eternal, indiflfoluble conne£i:ion between the(e blefied 
firivileges. As the ol>edience of Christ is imputed to believ- 
ers, fo his perfeverance in that obedience is to be imputed tt> 
them alfo: and it argues great ignorance of the covenantor 
grace and redemption, to objeft againft it. 

By the word redemption^ we are to underftand, not only a 
compleat deliverance from all evil, but alfo^ full enjoymentof 
all good both in body and foul : I fay, both in body and foul; 
for the Lord is alfo for the body; the bodies of the laints in 
this life are temples of the Holy Ghoft; GoD makes a cove- 
nant with the duft of believers; after death, though worms 
deftroy them, yet, even in their fle(h (hall they fee God. I 
fear, in<fecd, there are fome Sadducfis in our days, or at Icaft 
hfiretics, who fay, cither, that there is no refurredtion of the 
iMTiJy, or (bat t-he xefurredlion is paft ahready, namely,, in our 
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regeneration: Hence it is, that our Lord's coming in the 
fle£h, at the day of judgmenti is denied ; and confequenrly, 
we muft throw afide the facrament of the Lord's fupper. For 
iprhy fliould we lemember the Lord's death until he comes to 
jjadgment, when he is already come to judge our hearts, and 
will not come a fecond time ? but all this is only the reafon- 
ing of unlearned, unliable men, who certainly know not what 
they fay, nor whereof they affirm. That we muft follow our 
Lord in the regeneration, be partakers of a new b'nh, and 
that Christ muft come into our hearts, we freely confefs ; 
and we hope, when fpeaking of thefe things, we fpc^k no 
more than what we know and feel : but then it is plain, that 
Jbsus Christ will come, hereafter, to judgment, and that 
ke afcended into heaven with the body which he had here on 
earth ; for fays he, after his refurredion, " Handle me, and 
fee ; a fpirit has not flefh and bones, as you fee me have/* 
And it is plain, that Christ's refurredtion was an earneft 
«f ouk: for fays the apoftle, <' Christ is rifen from the dead, 
and become the firft-fruits of them that flcep;" and as in Adam 
all die, and are fubjed to mortality; fo all that are in Christ, 
the fecond ^<£7xn, who reprefented believers as their foederal 
bead, (hall certainly be made alive, or rife again with their 
bodies at the laft day« 

Here then, O believers ! is one, though the loweft, degree 
of that redemption which you are to be partakers of hereafter^ 
I mean, the redemption of your bodies: for this corruptible 
muft put on incorruption, this mortal muft put on immortality. 
Your bodies, as well as fouls, were given to Jesus Christ 
by the Father; they have been companions in 'watching, and 
fafting, and praying : your bodies therefore, as well as fouls, 
ihall Jesus Christ raife up at the laft day. Fear not, there- 
fore, O believers, to look into the grave; for to you it is no 
other than a confecrated dormitory, where your bodies fl)all 
lleep quietly until the morning of the refurre£lion ; when the 
voice of the archangel ftiall found, and the trump of God 
give the general alarm, *' Arifc ye dead, and come to judg- 
ment ;'* earth, air, fire, water, (hall give up your fcattered 
atoms, and both in body and foul (ball you be ever with the 
JLord. I doubt not, but many of you are groaning under 
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crazy bodies, and complain orten that the mortal body weigjha 
down the immortal foul ; at leaft this is my cafe ; but let in 
have a little patience, and we (hall be delivered from oor earthly 
prifons ; ere long, thefe tabernacle^ of clay (hall be difelved, 
and we (hall be clothed with oMr houfe which is from heaven,; 
hereafter, our bodies (Hall be fpiritualized, and (hall be fo far 
from hindering our fouls through weaknefs, that they (hall be- 
come ftrong ; fo ftrong, as to bear up under an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory ; others again may have deformed bo- 
dies, emaciated alfo with ficknefs, and worn out with labour 
and acre ; but wait a little, until your biefled change by death 
comes ; then your bodies (ball be renewed and ma^e gloriouiy 
like unto Christ's glorious body : of which we may form 
(bme faint idea^ from the account given us of our Lord's 
transfiguration on the mount, when it is faid, ^< His raiment 
became bright and gliftering, and his face brighter than the 
fun." Well then may a believer break out in the apoffle^ 
triumphant language, ^ * O death, where is thy fting I 
^rave, where is thy vi£loiy !" 

But what is the redemption of the body, in compartfon of 
the redemption of the better part, our fouls? I muft, thereibre, 
fay to you believers, as the angel faid to Jobn^ *^ Gome op 
higher/' and let us take as clear a view as we can, at fuch a 
diftance, of the redemption Christ has piirchafed for, and 
will (hortly put you in adual pofieffion of. Already you are 
juftified, already you are fandViiied, and thereby freed from the 
guilt and dominion of fin : but^ as I have obferved, (he berng 
and indwelling of fin yet remains in you ; GoD fees it proper 
to leave fome ^^malekius in the land, to keep his fjrtnl in ac* 
tion. The mod perfe<£^ chriftian, I am perfuaded, muft agree, 
according to one of our articles, ^< That the corruption of na* 
*' ture remains even in the regenerate i that the flc(h luftcth 
«< always againft the fpirit, and the fpirit againft the fle(h.^ 
So that bflievers cannot do things for GoD with that perfec- 
tion they defire ; this grieves their righteous foiJs day by day, 
and, with the holy apoftle, makes them cry out, " Who fball 
deliver us from the body of this death I" I thank GoD, our 
Lord Jesus Christ will, but nor compleatly before the day 
of our diiToluiion i then will the very being of (ip be dcftrpyed, 
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aad an eternal ftop pat to inbred, indwelling corruption. And 
is not this a great redemption ? I am fure believers efteem it 
fe: for there is nothing grieves the heart of a child of Goo (b 
mucb> as the remains of indwelling fin. Again, believers are 
often in beavinefs through manifold temptations ; God fees 
that it is needful and good for them fo to be; and though they 
may be highly favoured, and wrapt up in communion with 
God, even to the third heavens ; yet a meflenger of Satan is 
often fent to buffet them, left they {houM be puffed up with 
the abundance of revelations. But be not weary, be not faint 
in your minds : the time of your compleat redemption draweth 
high. In heaven the wicked one fliall ceafe from troubling 
you, and your weary fouls (hall enjoy an everlafting reft ; his 
£ery darts cannot reach thofe blifsful regions: Satan will never 
come any more to appear with, difturb, or accufe the fons of 
God, when once the Lori) Jesus Christ (huts the door. 
Your righteous fouls are now grieved, day by day, at the un- 
godly converfiition of the wicked ; tares now grow up among 
the wheat; wolves come in flieeps clothing : but the redemp- 
tion fpoken of in the text, will free your fouls from all anxiety 
on thefe accounts ; hereafter you (hall enjoy a perfect commu- 
nion of (aints; nothing that is unholy or unfandlified (hall enter 
into the Holy of holies, which is prepared for you above : this, 
and all manner of evil whatfoever, you fliall be delivered from, 
when your redemption is hereafter made cortiplcat in heaven ; 
not only fo, but you (hall enter into the full enjoyment of all 
ffpod. It is true, all faints will not have the fame degree of 
Bappinefs, but all will be as happy as their hearts can defire. 
Believers, you (hall judge the evil, and familiarly converfe with 
good, angels : you (ball fit down with Jhrahanij Ifaac^ J^cob^ 
and all the fpirits of juft men made perfed ; and, to fum up 
all your bappinefs in one word, you (hall fee God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft; and, by feeing God, be more and 
more like unto him, and pafs from glory to glory, even to all 
eternity. 

But I muft ftop ; the glories of the upper world croud in 
fo faft upon my foul, that I am loft in the contemplation of 
them. Brethren, the redemption fpoken of is unutterable \ we 
cannot here find it out j eye hath not feen, nor ear beard, noc 
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.hii it entered into the hearts of the moft holy men living, ■ to 
conceive how great it is. Was I to entertain you whole agea 
with an account of it, when you come to heaven, you mufl 
fay, with the Queen of Sheha^ *< Not half, no, not one thou- 
fandth part was told us." Ail we can do here, is to go upon 
mount Pifgahy and by the eye of faith, take a diftant view of 
the promifed land : We may fee it, as Abraham did Christ, 
afar off, and rejoice in it ; but here we only know in part. 
BleiTed be God, there is a time coming, when we fhall know 
God, even as we are known, and God be all in all. Lord 
Jesus, accomplilh the number of thipe ele^ ! Lord Jfistjs, 
. haflen thy kingdom 1 

And now, where are the fcoflcrs of thefe lad days, who 
count the lives of chriftians to be madnefs, and their end to 
be without honour ? Unhappy *men ! you know not what 
you do. Were yo^r eyes open, and had you fenfes tp difcem 
Spiritual things, you would not fpeak all manner«)f evil againft 
the children of God, but you would efteem them as the ex- 
fiellent ones of the earth, and envy their happincfs : your 
fouls would hunger and thirft after it : you alfo ^ould become 
fools for Christ's fake. You boaft of wifdom \ fo did the 
phllufophers of Corinth : but your wifdom is (he fooliflinefs of 
folly in the fight of God. What will your wifdom avail jou, 
if it does not make you wife unto falvation ? Can you, with 
all your wifdom, propofc a more confident fcheme to build 
your h')pes of falvation on, than what has been now laid be- 
fore you ? Can you, with all the ftre.ngth of natural reafon, 
find out a better way of acceptance with God, than by the 
righteoufnefs of the Lord Jesus Christ ? Is it right to 
think your own works can in any meafure deferve or procure 
it ? If not, Why will you not believe in him ? Why will 
you not fubmit to hi$ righteoufnefs ? Ckn you deny that you 
are fallen creatures ? Do not you find that you are full qf 
difordcrs, and that thefe diforders make you unhappy ? Do 
not you find that you cannot change your own hearts ? Have 
you not rclblved many and many a time, and have not your 
corruptions yet dominion over you ? Are you not bond-flaves 
to your li:fts, and led captive by the devil at his will ? Why 
then will you net come to Christ for fan«Stificailon ?- Do 
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you not dcfire to die the death of the righteous^ and that your 
future ftate may be like theirs ? I am perfuaded you cannot 
bea% the thoughts of being annihilated , much lefs of being 
miferable for ever. Whatever you may pretend, if you fpeak 
truthj you muft confefs, that confcience breaks in upon you 
in your more fober* intervals whether you will or not, and 
even conftrains you to believe, that hel^ is no painted fire. 
And why then will you not come to Christ ? He alone can 
procure you everlafttng redemption, Hafte, hafte away to 
him, poor beguiled finners. You lack wifdom ; afk it of 
Christ. Who knows but he may give it you ? He is able : 
for he is the wifdoqi of the Father ; h^ is that wifdom which 
was from everlafting. You have no righteoufncfe j ^way, 
therefore, to Christ : ^* He is the end of the law for rlghte- 
pufnefs to every one that believeth." You are unholy j flee 
to the Lord Jesus : He is full of grace and truth ; and of 
his fulnefs all may receive that believe in him. You are 
afraid to die ; let this drive you to Christ : He has the keys 
of death and hell ; in him is plenteous redemption ; he alone 
can open the door which leads to everlafling life. Let not, 
therefore, the deceived reafoner boaft any longer of his pre- 
tended reafon. Whatever you may think, it is the moft un- 
reafonable thing in the world, not to believe on Jesus 
Christ, whom God hath fent. Why, why will you die? 
why will you not come unto him, that you may have life ? 
M Ho! every one that thirfteth,come unto the waters of life and 
drink freely : come, buy without money and without price." 
Were thefe blefled privileges in the text to be purchafed with 
rnoney, you might fay, We are poor, and cannot buy : or, 
were they to be conferred only on finners of fuch a rank or 
degree, then you might fay. How can fuch finners as we ex- 
peft to be fo highly favoured ? But they are to be (rcc]y given 
of God to the worft of finners. " To us," fays the Apoftle j 
tp mp a pprftecutor, to you Corinthians j who were ** unclean, 
drunkards, covetous perfons, idolaters." Therefore, each 
poor fmner may fay then. Why not unto me ? Has Christ 
but one bleffing ? What if he has bleffed niillions already, by 
turning them away from their iniquities ; yet, he ftill continues 
the fame : he lives forever to make interceffion, and therefore 
^ill blcfs you, even you ?ilfo. Though, Efau-Vikc, you have 
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been prcphane, and hitherto defpired your heavenly Father'i 
b.itli-ii;rht J even now, if you believe, " Christ will be 
iTvi.l;: to you of God, wifdom, righteoufnefs^ laDdifica||oni 
^ • drmption." 

But I muft turn again to believers, for whofe inftrudioiii 
as I ubferved before, this difcourfe was particularly intended. 
You fee, brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, what 
great bleffings are treafured up for you in Jesus Chkist your 
head, and what you are entitled to by believing on his name> 
Take heed, therefore, that ye walk worthy of the vocatioa 
wherewith ye are called. Think often how highly you are 
favoured ; and remember, you have not chofen Christ, but 
Christ hath chofen you. Put on (as the ele£l of God) 
humblenefs of mind, and glory, but let it be only in the 
Lord : for you have nothing but what you have received of 
God. By nature ye were as foolifh, as legal, as unholy, and 
in as damnable a condition as others. Be pitiful, therefore, 
be courteous ; and, as fandification is a progreffive work, be«i 
ware of thinking you have already attained. Let him that is 
holy, be holy fiill; knowing, that he who is moft pure in 
heart, {ball hereafter enjoy the cleareft vifion of God. Let 
indwelling, fin be your daily burden ; and not only bewail and 
lament, but fee that you fubdue it daily by the power of di- 
vine grace; and look up to Jesus continually to be the 
finifher, as well as author of your faith. Build not on your 
. own faithfulnefs, but on God's unchangeablenefs. Take 
heed of thinking you iland by the power of your own free- 
will. The everlafting love of God the Father, muft be yoqr 
only hope and confolation : let this fupport you under all 
trials. Remember that God*s gifts and callings are without 
repentance i that Christ having once loved you, will love 
you to the end. Let this conftrain you to obedience, and 
inake you long and look for that blefied time, when he (hall 
not only be your wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fanftification^ 
but alfo compleat and everlafting redemption. 

Glory be to God in the higheft I 
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SERMON XLV. 

The Knowledge of Jesus Christ the beft 
KnQwlcdgc^ 



I Coil. ii. 2* 

J determined not to know any thing among you^ fave 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

THE perfons to whom thefe words were written, were 
the members of the phurch of Corinth \ who, as appears 
ly the foregoing chapter, were not only divided into different 
fe^, by one faying, ** I am of Pauly and another, I am of 
^pollos\^^ but alfo had many amongft them, who were fo full 
of the wifdom of this world, an4 fo wife in their own eyes, 
that they fet at nought the fimplicity of the gofpel, and ac-» 
punted the Apofile's preaching foolifhnefs. 

Never had the Apoftle more need of the wifdom of the fer- 
pent, mingled with the innocency of the dove, than now. 
What is the fum of all his wifdom i he tells them, in the 
^ords of the text, " I determined not to know any thing 
limongft you, fave Jesus Christ, and him crucified.'* 

A rcfolution this, worthy of the great St. Paul ; and no left 
worthy, no lefs peceflary for every minifter, and every difci- 
ple of Christ, to make always, even unto the end of the 
world. 

In the following difcourfe, I (hall, 

Firfit Explain what is meant by «* not knowing any thing, 
fave Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 

6 Secondly^ 
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Secondfyj Give fomc rcafons why every chriftlan (hoald de- 
termine not to know any thing elfe. And 

Thirdly^ Conclude with a general exhortation to put this 
determination into practice. 

Fii;/li I am to explain what is meant by << not knowing 
any thing, fave Jesus Christ, and him crucified.** 

By Jesus Christ, we are to underftand the eternal Son 
of God. He is called Jesus, a Saviour, becaufe he was to 
fave us from the guilt and power of our fins ; and, like 
Jojhuaj by whom he was remarkably typified, to lead Gob's 
fpiritual Ifragl through the wildernefs of this world, to the 
heavenly Canaan^ the promifed inheritance of the children of 
God. 

He is called Chrj/i^ which fignifies anointed, becaufe be was 
anointed by the Holy Ghoft at his baptifm, to be a prophet to 
inftruft, a prieft to make an atonement for, and a king, to go- 
vern and prote£l his church*- And he was crucified^ or bung 
(O (lupendous love !} till \ic was dead upon the crofs, that be 
might become a curfe for us : for it is written, " Curfed it 
every man that hangeth upon a tree." 

The foundation or firft caufe of his fufFering, was our fall 
in Jdam\ in whom, as the living oracles of Gqd declare, 
«» We all died i" his firf was imputed to us all." It pleafed 
God, after he had fpofe^in the world into being, to create 
man after his own divine image, to breathe into him the breath 
of life, and to p)a^e him as our reprefentative in the garden of 
Eden. 

But he being left to his own free will, i\i eat of the for- 
bidden fruit, notwithftanding God had told him, " The day 
in which he eat thereof, he fliould furely die ;" and thereby 
he, with his whole pofterity, in whofe name he a6led, became 
liable to the wrath of Gqd, and funk into a fpiritual de^th* 

But 
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But behold, the goodnefs, as well as the feverity o^ God ! 
For no fooner had man been convided as a finner, but lo ! a 
Saviour is jevealed to him, vnder^he charadler of the feed of 
tbi woman : the merits of whofe facxificc were then immedi- 
ately to take place, and who {hould, in the fulnefs of time, 
by fufFering death, fatisfy for the guilt we had contra6ted ; 
by obeying the whole moral law, work out for us an everlaft- 
ing righteoufncfs j and by becoming a principle of new life in 
us, deftroy the power of the devil, and thereby reflore us to a 
better ftate thaH that in which we were at firft created. 

This is the plain fcriptural account of that myftery of god* 
liqeCs, God manifefted in the fle(b ; and to this our own 
hearty, unlefs blinded by the god of this world, cannot hue 
yield an immediate aflent. 

Fpr, let us but fearch our own hearts, and a(k ourfelves, if 
we could create our own children, whether or not we would 
not create them with a lefs mixture of good and evil, than we 
find in ourfelves ? SuppofingGoD then only to have our 
goodmers, he could. not, at firft, make us fo fmful, fo polluted 
as we are. But fuppofing him to be as he is^ infinitely good, 
or goodnefs itfelf, then it is abfolutely impoffible that he 
(bould create any thing but what is like himfelf, perfed^, en- 
tire, lacking nothing. Man then could not come out of the 
ha^ds of his Maker, fo miferably blind and naked, with fuch 
a mixture of the bead and devil, as he finds now in himfelf, 
but mud have fallen from what he was \ and as it does not 
fuit with the goodnefs and juflnefs of GoD, to punifh the 
whole race of mankind with thefe diforders merely for no- 
thing i and fince men bring thefe diforders into the world 
with them j it follows, that as they could not fin themfelves, 
being yet unborn, fome other man's fm mud have been im- 
puted to them ; from whence, as from a fountain, alt thefe 
evils flow. 

I know this dodhine of our original fin ^ or fall in Adam, is 
efteemed foolifhnefs by thp wife difputer of this world, who 
wiiL reply, How does it fuit the goodnefs of God^ to impute 
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diie man*s fm to an innocent pofterity ? But has it hot httd 
proved to a demonftration^ that it is fo ? And therefore, (iip- 
pofing v^e cannot reconcile it to oUr (hallow cotnprehenfions^ 
that is no argument at alH for If it appears that God has 
done a thing, we may be fure it is tight^ whether We can fee 
the reafons for it or not< 

But this is entirely cleared up by virhat was faid bc^cire, that 
tio fooner was the fin imputed, but a Christ was revealed | 
and this Christ, this GoD incarnate, who wa^ conceifed by 
the Holy Ghoft^ that he might be freed from the guilt of our 
original fin ; who was born of the Virgin Marjj that he 
might be the feed of the woman only ; Who fuSered under 
Pontius Pi/aiey a Gentile governor, to fulfil thefc propbeciesi 
which fignificd what death he (houid die : This fatoe Jlfesusi 
who was crucified in weaknefs, but raifed in power^ is that 
divine pcrion, that Emtnanuelj that Gott with us, whom we 
preachy in whom ye believe, and whom alone the Apoftle^ lit 
the text, was determined to know. 

By which word inow^ wc arc not to underftand a barehiltd* 
rical knowledge ; for to know that Christ was crucified by 
his enemies at Jervfalemy in this manner only, will do us nO 
more fervice, than to know that Cttfar was butchered hj his 
friends at Rome ; but the word knovu^ means to know^ fo as to 
approve of him ; as when Christ fays^ *• Verily^ I klioW 
you not ;" I know you not, fo as to approve of you* It fig- 
nifies to know him, fo as to embrace him in all his offices } 
to take him ro be our prophet, prieft, and king \ fo as to give 
up ourfelves wholly to be inftrufted, faved, and governed bf 
him. It implies an experimental knowledge of his cruci- 
fixion, fo as to feel the power of it, and to be crucified Unto 
the world, as the Apoftle explains himfelf in the epifile to the 
Philippians^ where he fays, *• I count all things but dung and 
drofs, that I might know him, and the power of his rcfurrcc* 
tion." 

This knowledge the Apoftle was fo fwallowed up in^ that 
he was determined not to know any thing clfe j he was re- 
folvtd to make that his only ftudy^ the governing principle of 
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his life, the point and en^ in which all his thoughts, wordv^ 
and anions, (hould center. 

Secmdlyy I pafi on to give fomereafons why every chriftian 
fiiould, with the Apoftle, determine ** not to know any 
thing, fave Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 

Firfl^ Without this, our perfons will not be accepted in 
the fight of God.** " This (and confequently this only) is 
life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jesi/s 
pHRisT, whom thou haft Tent." As alfo St. Peter fays, 
•• There is now no other name given under heaven, wheretjr 
we can be faved, but that of Jesus Christ." 

Some^ indeed, may pleafe themfelves in knowing the 
world, others boaft themfelves in the knowledge of a multi- 
tude of languages ; but could we fpeak with the tongue olF 
nen and angels, or did we know the number of the flars, and 
could call them all by their names, yet, without this expert* 
mental knowledge of Jesus Christ, and him crucified, it 
would profit us nothing. 

The former, indeed, may procure us a little honour, which 
Cometh of man ; but the latter only can render us acceptable 
in the fight of God : for,* if we are ignorant of Christ, God 
wtU be to us a confuming fire. 

Christ is the way, the truth, and the life ; << No one 
cometh to the Father, but through him ;" <^ He is the Lamb 
flam from the foundation of the world j" and none ever were^ 
or ever will be received up into glory, but by an experimental 
application of his merits to their hearts. 

We might as well think to rebuild the tower of B€ibel^ or 
reach heaven with our hands, as to imagine we could enter 
therein by any other door, than that of the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. Other knowledge may make you wife in 
your own eyes, and puiF you up \ but this alone edifietb, and 
maketh wife unto falvation. 



As 
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As the meaneft chriftlan, if he knows but this, ibough hi 
know nothing elfe, will be accepted ; fo the greateft maftef 
in I/raeli the moft letter- learned teacher, without this, wiU be 
reje£led. His philofophy is mere nonfenfe, his wifdom mere 
fooliflinefs in the fight of God. 

The author of the words now before us, was a femarkable 
inftance of this ; never, perhaps, was a greater fcholar, in a!( 
what the world calls iiiie learning, than he ; for he was bred 
up at the feet of Gamaliel and profited in the knowledge of 
books, as well as in the Jiwijh religion, above many of his 
equals, as appears by the language, rhetoric, and fpirit of hia 
writings ; and yet, when he came to knoW what it was to 
be a chriftian, '^ He accounted all things but lofs, fo he might 
win Christ." Andj though be was now at Corinib^ that 
feat of polite learning, yet he was abfolutely determined not to 
know any thing, or to make nothing his ftudy^ but what 
taught him to know JfistJs Christ^ and him crucifiedv 

Hence then, appears the folly of thofe who fpend their whole 
lives in heaping up other knowledge ; and, inftead of fearch- 
ing the fcripturcs, which teftify of Jesus Christ, and are 
alone able to make them wife unto falvation, difquiec them* 
felves in a purfuit after the knowledge of fuch things^ as whenf 
known, concern them no more, than to know that a bird 
dropped a feather upon one of the Pyrensan mountains. 

Hence it is, that fo many, who profefs themfelves wife, be* 
caufe they can difpute of the caufes and efFe£ls, the mora) 
fitnefs and unfitnefs of things, appear mere fools in the things 
of God ; fo that when you come to converfe with them 
about the great work of redemption wrought out for us by 
Jesus Christ, and of his being a propitiation for our fins, » 
fuliiiler of the covenant of works, and a principle of new life 
to our fouls, they are quite ignorant of the whole matter y 
and prove, to a demonftration, that, with all their learningy 
they know nothing yet, as they ought to know. 

Rut, alas ! how muft it furpriaJe a man, when the Moft 
Iligh is about to take away his foul, to think that he has 

pxifled 
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pafied for a wife man, and a learned difpater in this worj^ 
and yet is )eft deftitute of that knowledge which alone can 
make him appear with boldnefs before the judgment-feat of 
Jesus Christ i How muft it grieve him> in a future ftate^ 
to fee others, whom he defpifed as illiterate meh) becaufe 
they experimentally knew Christ, and him crucified, exalted 
to the right-hand of God ; and himfelf, with all his fine ac*- 
compliihments, becaufe he knew every thing, perhaps^ but 
Christ^ thriift doWii into hell i 

Well might the Apoftle, in a holy triumph, cry outy 
*« Where is the yvife ? Where is the fcribe ? Where is the 
difputer of this world f" For, God will then make foolifii 
ibe wifdom of this world, and bring to nought the wifdoit) Of 
thof^ who were fo knpvi^ing in their own eyes^ 

i have made this ^igrei&on from ttie main point before us^ 
not to condemn or decry human literature, but to (hew, that 
it ought to be ufed only in fubordination to divine ^ and that 
a chriftian, if the Holy Spirit guided the pen of the Apoftle, 
Ivhen he wrote this epiftle, ought to ftudy no books, but fuch 
ad lead him to a farther knowledge of Jssus Christ, and 
}iim crucified. 

And therb is the iitiore ^eafoii for this, becaufe of the great 
Ixiifchief the contrary pra£^ice has done to the church of God ; 
jfor, what was it but this learning, or rather this ignorance^ 
that kept fo many of the Scribes and Pharlfee^ from the fav- 
ihg knowledge of JesUs Christ ? And what is it, but thid 
human wifdom^ this fclencej falfely fo called^ that blinds 
the underftanding, and corrupts the hearts of fo many modern 
ynbelievers, and makes them unwilling to fubmit to the 
rightebiifnefs which is of God b^ faith in Christ j£sus i! 
But, 

$fC9n4fy9 Without thi^s knowledge our perforiiiances, a9 
Ivell as perfons^will not be acceptable in the fight of Gop. 

** Through faith/* fays the Apoftlcj that is, through a 

lively faith in a Mediator to come^ " Jbel offered a more ac- 

VoL. Vl. a ceptabl^ 
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ceptable facrifice than Cain." And it is through a Vkc ftitb, 
or an experimental knowledge of the fame divine Mediator, 
that our facrifices of prayer, praife, and thankfgtvings, come 
vp as an incenfe before the throne of grace. 

Two pcrfons may go up to the temple to pray ; but he 
only will return home juftlfied, who, in the language of our 
coUefls, fmcerely offers up his prayers through Jesus Ch&ist 
our Lord. 

For it is this great atonement, this all-fufEcient facrifice, 
which alone can give us boldnefs to approach with our 
prayers to the Holy of Holies : and he that prefumes to go 
without this, ads KoraVs crime over again ; ofifer« unto God 
ftrange fire, and, confequently, will be rejedled by hiiki. 

Farther, as our devotions to God will not, fo neither, 
without this knowledge of Jesus Christ, will our ads of 
charity to men be accepted by him. For did we give all our 
goods to feed the poor, and yet were deftitute of this know- 
ledge, it would proKt us nothing. 

This our blefled Lord himfclf intimates in the xxvth of 
Matthew^ where he tells thofe who had been rich in good 
works, <* That inafmuch as thejf 4id it unto one of the leaft 
of his brethren, they did it unto him." From whence we 
may plainly infer) that it is feeing Christ in his riiembers, 
and doing good to them out of an experimental knowledge of 
his love to us, that alone will render our alms-deeds reward- 
able at the laft day. 

Laftly^ As neither our a6ts of piety nor charity, fo neither 
will our civil nor moral aftions be acceptable to God, with- 
out this experimental knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Our modern pretenders to reafon, indeed, fet up another 
principle to aft from ; they talk, I know not what, Of doing 
moral and civil duties of life, frorrj the moral fitnefs and un- 
fitnefs of things. But fuch men are blind, however they may 
preterid to fee ; and going thus about to eftgbiifh t-heir own 

righte- 
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righteoufnefs, arc utterly ignorant of the righteoufnefs which 
is of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

For though, we grant that morality is a fubftantial part of 
chriftianity, and that Christ came not to deftroy, or take oft' 
the moral law, as a rule of a£lion, but to explain, and fo fulfil 
it ; yet we affirm, that our moral and civil ailions are now 
no farther acceptable in the fight of God the Father, than as 
they proceed from the principle of a new nature, and an ex- 
perimental knowledge of, or vital faith in his dear Son. 

The death of Jesus Christ has turned our whole lives 
into one continued facrifice ; and whether we eat or drink, 
whether we pray to God, or do any thing to man, it muft all 
be done out of a love for, and knowledge of him who died 
and rofe again, to render all, even our moft ordinary deeds, 
acceptable in the fight of God. 

If we live by this principle, if Christ be the Alpha and 
Omega of all our anions, then our le^tt are acceptable facri- 
fices J but if this principle be wanting, our moft pompous 
fervices avail nothing : we are but fpiritual idolaters ; we fa.- 
orifice to our own net ; we make an idol of ourfelves, by 
making ourfelves, and not Christ, the end of our actions : 
and, therefore, fuch a£tions are fo far from being accepted by 
God, that, according to the language of one of the Articles 
of our Church, *' We doubt not but they have the natyrq of 
^' fin, becaufe they ipring not froni ^n experimental faith ia> 
•* and knowledge of Jesus Christ." 

Were we not fallen creatures, ^ye might then aft, perhaps, 
ft'om other principles ; but fince we ^re fallen from God ia 
-^dam^ and are reftored again only by the obedience and death; 
of Jesus Christ, the face of things is entirely changed, aiidL' 
^11 we think, fpeak, or do, is only accepted in and through 



Urn. 



Juftly, therefore, may I, in the 

Third znd Lajl place, Exhort you to put the ApoftIe*s rtf- 
^Qlvuion inpraftice, and befeech you, with him, to determine, 
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" Not to know any thing, favc Jesus Christ, and bim 
crucified." 

I fay, determine ; for unlefs you fit down firft, and count 
the coft, and from a well-rounded conviAion of the excel- 
lency of this, above all other knowledge whatfoever, refolve 
to make this your chief ftudy, your only end, your one thing 
needful, every frivolous temptation will draw you afide from 
the purfuit after it. 

Your friends and carnal acquaintance, and, above all, yoar 
grand adverfary the devil,, will be perfuading you to determine 
not to know any thing, but how to lay up goods for many 
years, and to get a knowledge and tafte of the pomps and va- 
nities of this wicked world ; but do you determine not to fol- 
low, or be led by them ; and the more they perfuade you to 
know other things, the more do you *^ determine'not to know 
any thing, fave Jesus Christ, and him crucified." For, 
this knowledge never faileth ; but whether they be riches, 
they {hall fail ; whether they be pomps, they (hall ceafe ^ 
whether they be vanities, they {hall fade away : but the know- 
ledge of j£sus Christ, and him crucified, abideth for ever. 

Whatever, therefore, you are ignorant of, be not ignorant 
of this. If you know Christ, and him crucified, you know 
enough to make you happy, fuppofing you know nothing 
clfe ; and without this, all your other knowledge cannot, 
keep you from being everlaftingly miferable. 

Value not then, the contempt of friends, which you muft 
neceflarily meet wiih uppn your open profeffion to aft accord- 
ing to this determination. For your Matter, whofe you ar^, 
was dcfpifed before you ; and all that will know nothing elffe 
but Jesus Christ, and him crucified, muft, rn fomc degree 
or other, fufFer perfecution. 

It is necefiary that offences (hould come, to try what is in 
our hearts, and whether we will be faithful foldiers of Jesus 
Christ or not. 

Dare 
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Dare yc then to confcfs our bleffed Mafter before men, and 
to fhine as lights in the world, amidft a crooked and perverfe 
generation ? Let us not be content with following him afar 
ofFi for then we fhall, as Peter did, foon deny him j but Jet 
US be altogether chriftians, and let our fpeech, and all our 
a£lions declare to the world whofe difciples we are, and that 
ve have indeed ** determined not to know any thing, fave 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified." Then, well will it be 
Mfitb us, and happy, unfpeakably happy ihall we be, even 
here \ and what is infinitely better, when others that defpifed 
lis, fhall be calling for the mountains to fall on them, and 
the hills to cover them, we (hall be exalted to fit down on the 
right-hand of God, and fhine as the fun in the firmament, in 
the kingdom of our moft adorable Redeemer, for ever and 
^ver* 

Which God of his infinite mercy grant, &c. 
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SERMON XLVI. 

Of Juftification by Christ. 



I Cor. vi. ii. 

* But ye are juftified. 

The whole verfe is : Andfuch were fome of you -, hut 
ye are wajhed^ but ye are fanSiified^ but ye are jufii^ 
jied in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
the Spirit of our God. 

IT has been obje£ted by fome, who diffent from, nay, I 
may add, by others alfo, who aSually are friends to the 
prefent ecclefiaftical eftabli(hment, that the minifters of the 
Church of England preach themfelves, and not Christ 
Jesus the Lord ; that they entertain their people with lec- 
tures of mere morality, without declaring to them the glad 
tidings of falvation by Jesus Christ. How well grounded 
fuch an objeflipn may be, is not my bufinefs to enquire : 
All I fliall fay at prefent to the point \s^ that whenever fuch 
a grand objedlion is urged againft the whole body of the 
clergy in general, every honed minifter of Jesus Christ 
fhould do his utmoft to cut oiFall manner of occafion, from 
thofe who defire an occafion to take offence at us ; that fo 
by hearing us continually founding forth the word of truth, 
and declaring with all boldnefs and affurance of faith, " that 
there is no other name given under heaven, whereby they can 
be faved, but that of Jesus Christ," they may be afli^med 
of this their fame confident boafting againft us. 

It was an eye to this objeftion, joined with the agreeable-.^ 
nefs and dciightfulnefs cJF the fubjedl (for who can but delight 

to 
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to talk of that which the blefied ztygbU defire to look into ?) 
that induces me to difcourfe a little on that great and funda- 
mental article of our faith j namely, our being freely juftified 
by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. *' But ye are 
waflied, but ye are fanftified, but ye are juftified, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our 
God." 

The words beginning with the particle but^ have plainly a 
reference to fomething before ; it may not therefore be im- 
proper, before I defcend to particulars, to confider the words 
as they ftand in relation to the context. The apoftle, in the 
verfes immediately foregoing, had been reckoning up many 
notorious fins, drunkennefs, adultery, fornication, and fuch 
like, the commiffion of which, without a true and hearty re- 
pentance, he tells the Corinthians^ would entirely (hut them 
out of the kingdom of God. But then, left they Ihould, on 
the one hand, grow fpiritually proud by feeing themfclves 
differ from their unconverted brethren, and therefore be 
tempted to fet them at nought, and fay with the felf-conceited 
hypocrite in the prophet, " Come not nigh me, for I am 
holier than thou ;" or, on the other hand, by looking back 
on the multitude of their paft offences, fhould be apt to 
think their fins were too many and grievous to be forgiven : 
he firft, in order to keep them humble, reminds them of their 
fad ftate before converfion, telling them in plain terms, 
** fuch (or as it might be read, thefe things) were Tome of 
you ;" not only one,' but all that fad catalogue of vices I 
have been drawing up, fome of you were once guilty of; 
but then, at the fame time, to preferve ihem from defpair, 
behold he brings them glad tidings of great joy: "But ye 
are wafhed ; but ye are fand^ified, but ye are juftified in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our 
God." 

The former part of this text, our h^mg fanSiifieJ^ I have 
in fome meafure treated of already ; I would now enlarge 
on our being freely juftified by the precious obedience and 
death of Jesus Christ : " But ye are juftified in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.*' 

O 4 From 



From ivbich words I Ihall conflder three things ! 

Firjf^ What is meant by the word jufttfied. 

Secondly^ I fhall endeavour to prove that all mankind v\ 
general, and every individual perfoa in fMurticular, ftand^ 
it\ need of being jufiified. 

Thirdly J That there is no poffibility of obtaining this jufti- 
flcation, which we fo much want, but by the all-perfe^ 
obedience, and precious death of Jesus Christ. 

Firjiy I am to conflder what is m^ant hy the word jufti^ 
' fied, 

** But ye are juflified," fays the apoftle ; which is, at 
though he had faid, you have your fin/ forgiyen,^ anjd 9J^ 
looked upon by God as though you never had offended him 
at all : for that is the meaning of the word juftified, in at- 
fnoft all the pafTages of holy fcripture Where this word is meor 
tioned. Thus^ when this fame apoftle writes to the Romania 
he tells them, that \^ whom Gon called, thofe he alfo jufti- 
fied :" And that this word juftified, implies 9 blotting out of 
all our tranfgreffions, is manifeft from what follows, '' them 
he alfo glorified," whi(:h could not be if a juftified perfon was 
ryot looked upon by God^ as thoqgh he never had offended 
him at all. And again, fpeaking of Abr^kanCs faith, he tells 
them, that '^ Ahrabam believed on Him that juftifies the un- 
godly," \vho acquits and clears ^he ungodly man \ for it is a 
law-term^ and alludes to a judge acquitting an accufed cri- 
minal of the thing laid to his charge. Which expreifion the 
apoftle himfelf explains by a quotation out of lYi^Pfalmsi 
** Bleffed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth no fin/^ 
From all which proofs, and many others that might be urged^ 
jt is evident, that hy being juftified, we are to underftand, 
being fo acquitted in the fight of GoD as to be looked upon 
as though we never had offended him at all. And in this 
fenfe we arc to undcrftand that article, which we profefs to 

believe 



ie^re in ttxr creecl, i^ben each of us declare in his owil 
fon^ I believe the forgivenefs of fins. This leads me to 



Wond thing propofed, to prove that all mankind in ge-. 
al, and every individual perfon in particular, ftands in 
d of being juftified. 

Ind indeed the apoftle fuppofes this in the words of the 
t: ** But ye arejuftified,'' thereby implying that the C#^ 
*hians (and confequently all mankind, there being no dif- 
;nce, as will be ihewn hereafter) ftood in need of being 
ified, 

iut not to reft in bare fuppofitions, in my farther enlarge- 
nt on this head, I (hall endeavour to prove, that we all 
id in need of being juftified on account of the fin of oiur 
ures, and the fin of our lives. 

[. Fir/I, I affirm that we all ftand in need of being juftU 
I, on acpouotof the fin of our natures: for we are all 
irgeable with original fin, or the fin of our firft parents, 
bich, though a propofition that may be denied by a felf- 
:ifying infidel, who ^' will. not come to Christ that he 
y have life ;*' yet can never be denied by any one who 
ieves that St. Paul's epiftles were written by divine in- 
ration ; where we are tpld, that *^ in jtdam all died ;" 
t is, jidam^s fin was imputed to all : and left we (hould 
get to make a particular application, it is added in ano- 
r place, ^^ that there is none that doeth good (that is, by 
ure) no, not one : That we are all gone put of the way, 

original righteoufnefs) and are by nature the children of 
ith.'' And even Davidy who was a man after God's own 
irt, and, if any one could, might furely plead an exemp- 
n from this univerfal corruption, yet he confefies, that 
ie was (hapen in iniquity, and that in fin did his mother 
iceive him." And, to mention but one text more, as 
inediately applicable to the prefent purpofe, St. Pauly in 

epiftle to the Romans^ fays, that *' Death xame upon all 
n, for the difobedience of one^ namelv, qI Adam^ even 
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iipdn thofe, (that is, little children) who had not finned after 
the fimilrtude of Adam's tranfgreffion ;*' who had not been 
guilty of a£lual fin, and therefore couid not be punifbed with 
temporal death (which came into the world, as thia fame 
apoftle el fc where informs us, only by fin) had not the difo- 
bediencc of our firft parents been imputed ta them. So that 
what has been faid in this point feems to be excellently fum« 
med up in that article of our church, where (he declareS| 
that " Original fin ftandeth not in the following of Adam^ 
** but it is the fault and corruption of every man, that na- 
** turally is engendered of the offspring of Adam i whereby 
•' man is very far gone from original righteoufnefs, and it 
*« of his own nature inclined to evil, fo that the flefli lufteth 
*' always contrary to the fpirit ; and therefore in every perfon 
** born into this world, it deferveth God's wrath and damna- 
« tion." 

I have been more particular in treating of this point, be- 
caufe it is the very foundation of the chrifiian religion : For 
I am verily perfuaded, that it is nothing but a want of being 
well grounded in the doftrine of original fin, and of the helpi 
lefs, nay, I may fay, damnable condition, each of us comes 
into the world in, that makes fo many infidels oppofe, and 
fo many who call themfelves chriftianb, fo very lukewarm ia 
their love and afFedions to Jesus Christ. It is this, and 
I could almofi: fay, this only, that makes infidelity abounl 
among us fo much as it does. For, alas ! we are miftaken 
if we imagine that men now commence or continue infidels, 
and fet up corrupted reafon in oppofition to divine revelation 
merely for want of evidence, (for I believe it might eafily be 
proved, that a modern unbeliever is the moft credulouft 
creature living;) no, it is only for want of an humble 
mind, of a fenfe of their original depravity, and a willing- 
nefs to own themfelves fo depraved, that makes them fo 
obftinately (hut fhcir eyrs againft the light of the glorious 
gofpel of Christ. Whereas, on the contrary, were they 
but once pricked to the heart with a due and lively fenfe of 
their natural corruption and liablencfs to condemnation, we 
fhould have them iio more fcoffing at divine revelation, and 
looking on it as an idle tale j but they would cry out with 
5 - ; the 
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Aetfemblingjaylor, "What fliall I do to be faved?" It' 
was an error in this fundamental point, that made fo manjr 
xefift the evidence the Son of God himfelf gave of his divine 
miffion, when he tabernacled amongft us. Every word he 
fpake, every aftion he did, every miracle he wrought, proved 
diat he came from God. And why then did fo many harden 
their hearts, and would not believe his report ? Why, he 
himfelf informs us, " They will not come unto me that they 
may have life :" They will obftinately (land out againft thofe 
means God had appointed for their falvation : And St. Paul 
'tells us, '^ that if the gofpel be hid, it is hid to thenr that are 
loft ; in whom the God of this world hath blinded the eyetf 
of them which believe not, left the light of the glorious gof- 
pel of Christ, who is the image of God, fhould fhine upon 
them/' 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

If it be a(ked, how it fuits with the divine goodnefs, to im- 
pute the guilt of one man's fin, to an innocent pofterity ? I 
ihould think it fufficient to make ufe of the apoftle*s words : 
** Nay, but O man, who art thou that replieft againft God ? 
Shall the thing formed fay to him that formed it, why haft 
thou made me thus ?" But to come to a more direft reply : 
Perfons would do well to confider that in the firft covenant 
God made with man, Jdam ailed as a public perfon, aS the 
common reprefentative of all mankind, and confequently we 
muft ftand or fall with him. Had he continued in his obe- 
dience, and not eaten the forbidden fruit, the benefits of that 
obedience would doubtlefs have been imputed to us *. But 
fince he did not perfift in it, but broke the covenant made 
with him, and us in him ; who dares charge the righteous 
Judge of all the earth with injuftice for imputing that to us 
alfo ? I proceed, 

Secondly^ To prove that we ftand in need of being juftified, 
on account of the fin of our lives. 

That God, as he made man, has a right to demand his 
obedience, I fuppofe is a truth no one will deny : that he 
bath alfo given us both a natural and a written law, whereby 
we are to be judged, cannot be queftioned by any one who 

believes 



tielieves St. PauTt epiftle to the Ramans to be of divine autliCN. 
rity : For in it we are told of a law written in the hearty 
and a law given by Mofes ; and that each of us hath broken 
thefe laws, is too evident from our fad and frequent expe* 
rience. Accordingly the holy fcriptures inform us that 
*< there is |io man which liveth and finneth not ;" that *' in 
many things we offend all ;'' that ^^ if we fay we have no 
fin we deceive ourfelves,*' and fuch like. And if we are thus 
cflFenders againft God, it follows, that we ftand in need of 
forgivenefs for thus offending Him \ unlefs we fuppofe God 
to ena<El iaws, and at the fame time not care whether^they are 
obeyed or no ; which is as abfurd as to fuppofe that a prince 
ihould eftablifh laws for the proper government of his country, 
and yet le( every violator of them come oiF with impunity. 
But God has not dealt fo fooliihly with his creatures : no, 
as he gave us a law, he demands our obedience to that law, 
and has obliged us univerfally and perfeveringly to obey it, 
tinder no lefs a penalty than incurring his curfe and eternal 
death for every breach of it : For thus fpeaks the fcripture; 
*^ Curfed is he that continueth not in all things that are writ- 
ten in the law to do them j" as the fcripture alfo fpeaketh in 
another place, " The foul that finneth, it fhall die.'* Now 
it has already been proved, that we have all of us finned ; 
and therefore, qnlefs feme means can be found to f;^tisfj 
God's juftice, we muft perifli eternally. 

Let us then fiand a while, and fee in what a deplorable 
condition each of us comes into the world, and flill conti* 
nues, till we are tranflated into a ftate of grace. For furely 
nothing can well be fuppofed .more deplorable, than to be 
born under the curfe of God ; to be charged with original 
guilt 5 and not only fp, but to be convicted as a<aual breakers 
of God's law, the leafl breach of which iuftly deferves eter- 
jpal damnation. Surely this can be but a melancholy profp^6l 
to view ourfelves in, apd muft put us upon contriving fome 
means whereby we may fatisfy and appeafe our offended judge. 
But what muft thofe means be? Shall we repent? Alas! 
there is not one word of repentance mentioned in the firfl 
covenant : *' The day that thou eateft thereof, thou (halt 
(firely die." So that, if God be true, unlefs (here be {i^m% 
4 Wa^ 
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way found out to fatisfy divine juftice, we muft perifli ; and 
there is no room left for us to expe£i a changie of mind in 
G0D9 though we fhould feek it with tears. Well then, if 
repentance will not do, fiiall we plead the law of Works ? 
Alas I ^^ By the law {hall no man living be juftified : 
for by the law comes the knowledge of Sin.'' It is that 
which convi£ts and condemns, and therefore can by no 
means juftify us ; and *' all our righteoufnefles (fays the 
prophet) are but as filthy rags.** Wherewith then fhall 
we come before the Lord, and bow down before the 
xnoft high God ? Shall we come before Him with calves 
of a year old, with thoufands of rams, or ten thoufands 
of rivers of oil ? Alas ! God has (hewed thee, O man, 
that this will not avail : For he hath declared, ^^ I will take 
no bullock out of thy houfe, nor he-goat out of thy fold : 
for all the beafts of the forefts are mine, and fo are the cattle 
upon a thoufand hills." Will the Lord then be pleafed to 
accept our firft-born for our tranfgreiEon, the fruit of our 
bodies for the fin of our fouls ? Even this will not purchafe 
our pardon : for he hath declared that " the children {hall 
not bear the iniquities of their parents.'* Befides, they are 
finners, and therefore, being under the fame condemna- 
tion, equally ftand in need of forgivenefs with ourfelves, 
■They are impure, and will the Lord accept the blind and 
lame for facrifice? Shall fome angel then, or archangel, 
undertake to fiilHU the covenant which we have broken, and 
make atonement for us? Alas! they are only creatures, 
though creatures of the higheft order; and therefore are 
obliged to obey God as we]! as we ; and after they have done 
all, muft fay they have done no more than what was their 
di^ty to do. And fuppofing it was poffible for them to die, 
yet how could the death of a finite creature fatisfy an infinitely 
offended juftice ? O wretched men that we are ? Who {hall 
deliver us ? I thank God, our Lord Jesus ChrisIC. Which 
naturally kads me to the 

Third thing propofed, which wis to endeavour to prove, 
that there is no poifibility of obtaining this jufti^cation, which 
fve fo much w^nt, but by the all-perfefl obedience and pre- 
cious 
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clous death of Jesus Christ, " But yc are juftiiitd in (kc 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

But this having been in fome meafure proved by what has 
been faid under the foregoing head, wherein I have fliewn 
that neither our repentance, righteoufnefs, nor facrifice, no 
not the obedience and death of angels themfelves, could pof- 
fibly procure juflification for us, nothing remains for me to 
do under this head, but to ibew that Jesus Christ has pro- 
cured it for us* 

And here I (ball flill have recourfe <^ to the law and to 
the teftimony." For after all the mod fubtle difputations on 
either fide, nothing but the lively oracles of GoD can give 
us any fatisfadlion in this momentous point : it being fuch an 
inconceivable myftery, that the eternal only-begotten Son of 
God (hould die for finful man, that we durft not have pre- 
fumed fo much as to have thought of it, had not GoD re- 
vealed it in his holy word. It is true, reafon may (hew u< 
the wound, but revelation only can lead us to the means of 
our cure. And though the method God has been pleafed 
to take to make us happy, may be to the infidel a ftumbling- 
block, and to the wife opiniator and difputer of this world, 
foolifhnefs ; yet wifdom, that is, the difpenfation of our re- 
demption, will be juftified, approved of, and fubmitted to, by 
all her truly wife and holy children, by every fmcere and up- 
right chriftian. 

But to come more dire£Hy to the point before us. Two 
things, as was before obferved, we wanted, in order to be at 
peace with God. 

1. To be freed from the guilt of the fin of our nature. 

2. From the fin of our lives. 

And both thefe (thanks be to God for this unf^^eakabfc 
gift) are fccured to believers by the obedience and d^ath of * 
jEjius Christ. For what fays the fcripture ? 

I. As 
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1. As to thefrfij it informs us, that " as by the difobcdi- 
ence of one man, (or by one tranfgreffion, namely, that of 
Mam) many were made (inner s ; fo by the obedience of one, 
Jesus Christ (therein including his paffive as well as ac- 
tive obedience) many were made righteous." And again, 
" As by the difobedience of one man, judgment came upon 
all men unto condemnation ;*' or all men were condemned on 
having Adam's fin imputed to them ; " fo by the obedience of 
one, that is, Jesus Christ, the free gift of pardon and 
peace came upon all men, (all forts of men) untojuftifica- 
tion of life." I fay all forts of men ; for the apoftle in this 
chapter is only drawing a parallel between the firft and fecond 
^dam in this refpefl, that they afled both as reprefentatives ; 
ind as the pofterity of jfJam had his fin imputed to them, fo 
thofe for whom Christ died, and whofe reprefentative he is, 
[hall have his merits imputed to them alfo. Whoever run 
the parallel farther, in order to prove uniyerfal redemption 
[whatever arguments they may draw for the proof of it from 
jther paflages of fcripture,) if they would draw one from 
this for that purpofe, I think they ftretch their line of inter- 
pretation beyond the limits of fcripture. 

a* Pardon for the fin of our lives was another thing, 
ivhich we wanted to have fecured to us, before we could be 
at peace with God. 

And this the holy fcriptures inform us, is abundantly done 
by the death of Jesus Christ, The evangelical propbec 
foretold that the promifed Redeemer (hould be ** wounded 
for our tranfgreffions, and bruifed for our iniquities ; that 
the challifement of our peace (hould be upon him ; and 
^hat by his ftripes we (hould be healed," Ifaiah liii. 6. The 
angels at his birth faid, that he (hould " fave his people from 
*eir fins." And St. Paul declares, that " this is a faithful 
*ying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ 
•*mc into the world to fave finners." And here in the 
'^ords of the text, " Such (or, as I obfervcd before, thefe 
■^'ngs) were fome of you ; but ye are wa(hed, &c." and 
gain, " Jesus Christ is the end of the law for righteouf- 
cft to every one that belicvcth," And, to flicw us that 

none 
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none but Jesus Christ can do all chid, the apoSle St. fitt^ 
fays, *< Neither is their falvation in any other j for there if 
no other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
muft be faved, but the name of Jesus Christ^ 

How God will be pleafed to deal with the Gentilis, who 
yet fit in darknefs and under the (hadow of death, and upon 
whom the fun of righteoufnefs never yet arofe, is not for us 
to enquire. *< What have we to do to judge thofe that are 
without ?" To God's mercy let us recommend them, and 
wait for a folution of this and every other difficult point, till 
the great day of accounts, when all God's difpenfatioiw^ 
both of providence and grace, will be fully cleared up by 
methods to us, as yet unknown, becaufe unrevealed. * How* 
ever, this we know, that the judge of all the earth will^ mo^ 
afliiiredly, do right. 

But it is time for me to draw towards a conclufioii. 

I have now, brethren, by the bleffing of God, difcourfed 
on the words of the text in the method I propofed. Many 
ufeful inferences might be drawn from what has been deli- 
vered ; but as I have detained you, I fear, too long aflreadyy 
permit me only to make a reiledlion or two on what has been' 
faid, and I have done. 

If then we are freely juftified by the death and obedirticc 
of Jesus Christ, let us here paufe a while 5 and as befort 
we have refle£ted on the mifery of a fallen, let us now turn 
afide and fee the happinefs of the believing, foul. But alas ( 
bow am I loft to think that God the Father,' when we were 
in a ftate of enmity and rebellion againft Him, fhould not-' 
withftanding yearn in his bowels towards us his fallen, bis 
apoftate creatures : And becaufe nothing but an infinite ran- 
fom could fatisfy an infinitely offended juftice, that fliould 
fend his only and dear Son Jesus Christ (who is GoDy 
bleffed for ever, and who had lain in his bofom from all eter- 
nity) to fulfil the C9venant of v^orks, and die a curfed, pain'^ 
ful, ignominious death, for us and for our falvation ! whey 
cari avoid crying out, at the ^onfidei'ation of this myftcry o( 
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{Ddlinefs. ** Oh the depth of the riches of God's love*' to us 
his wretched, miferable and undone creatures ! *< How un- 
ftarchable is his mercy, and his ways pad finding but !'\ 
Now know we of a truth, O God, that thou haft loved us, 
*^ fince thou haft not with-held thy Son, thine only Son 
Jssus Christ," from thus doing and dying for us. 

But as we admire the Father fending, let us likewife hum- 
bly and thankfully adore the Son coming, when fent to die 
for man. But O I what thoughts can conceive, what words 
iOcprefs the infinite greatnefs of that unparalleled love, which 
engaged the Son of God to come down from the manfions 
4^f his Father's glory to obey and die for finful man ! The 
yewSf when he only (bed a tear at poor Lazarus^s funeral, 
(aid, ** Behold how he loved him.*' How much more Juftly 
then may we cry out. Behold how he loved us 1 When he 
not only fulfilled the whole moral law, but did not fpare to 
ihed bis own moft precious blood for us. 

And can any poor truly-convi£led finner, after this, de« 
fpairof mercy I What, can they fee their Saviour hanging 
on a tree, with arms ftretched out ready to embrace them, 
and yet, on their truly believing on him, doubt of finding 
acceptance with him i No, away with all fuch difhonour- 
able, defponding thoughts. Look on his hands, bored with 
pins of iron; look on his fide, pierced with a cruel fpear, 
to let loofe the fluices of his blood, and open a fountain for 
fin, and for all uncleannefs ; and then defpair of mercy if 
you can ! No, only believe in Him, and then, though you 
have crucified him afrefti, yet will he abundantly pardon you ; 
•' though your fins be as fcarlet, yet ftiall they be as wool ; 
though deeper than crimfon, yet (hall they be whiter than 

Which God of his infinite mcrqy grant;| icc^ 
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SERMON XLVII. 

The great Duty of Charity recommended* 

» ■ 1 ■ ■ II 

I C o R. xiii. 8. 
Charity never failetb. 

NOTHING is more valuable and commendable, and 
yet, not one duty is lefs pra£li(ed, than that of.charity. 
We often pretend concern and pity for the mifery and dtftrefs 
of our feltow-crcatures, but yet we feldom commiferate their 
condition to much as to reheve them according to our abi- 
lities ^ but untefs we affift them with what they may fiand ia 
oeed of, for the body, as well as for the foul, all our wifhe^ 
are no more than words of no value or regard, and are not 
to be efteemed or regarded : for when we hear of any de- 
plorable circumftance, in which our fellow*creatures are 
involved^ be they' friends or eriemies ; it is our duty, a^ 
chriftians, to ai&ft them to the utmoft of our power. 

indeed, we arc not, my brethren, to hurt ourfelves or our 
families; this is not that charity which is fo much recom- 
mended by St* Paul ; no, but if we ar^ any ways capable of 
relieving them without injuring either ourfelves, or families, 
then it is our duty to do it ; and this never' faileth, where it 
proceeds from a right end, and with a right view. 

St« Paul had been (hewing, in the preceding chapter, that 
fpiritual gifts were divers ; that GoD had difpofed of one blef- 
iing to one, and another to another ; and though there was m, 
djverfity of bleffings, God did not beftow them to one perfon, 
b«t gave to one a bleifing which he denied to another, and 
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gave a bleffing, or a gift to the other which might tBake him 
as eminent in one way^ as the other's gift made him fo in an« 
other : but though there are thefe divers fpiritual gifts, they 
are all given for fome wife end, even to profit withal, and to 
that end they are thus diverfly beftowed. We arc not, on tbe 
one hand, to hide thofe gifts which God has given us: neither 
are we, on the other, to be fo lavifh of them, as to fpend 
theoi upon our lufts and pleafures, to fatisfy our fenfiial appeu 
titcs, but ihcy are to be ufed for the glory of God, and the 
good of immortal fouls. After he had particularly illuftrated 
this, he comes to (hew, that all gifts, however great they 
may be in themfelves, are of no value unlefs we have charity^ 
as you may fee particularly, by conilderiog froiyi the begior 
ning of this chapter. 

3ut before I go any further, I fhall inform yoit wl^itttldf 
spoflle means by charity ; and that is. Love ; if there is «rii^ 
love, there will be charity; there will be an endeavour to 
aflxft, help, and relieve according to that ability wherewitl) 
God has bleiled us : and, fmce this is fo much recommended 
by the apoflle, let us fee how valuable this charity is, an4 
how commendable in all thofe who purfue it. I jhall, 

L Confider this blef&ng as relating to the bodies of men* 

II. I fhall fhew how much more valuable it is, when re* 
lating to the fouls of men. 

III. Shall fhew you when your charity is of the rigjbtklii^^ 

IV. Why this charity, or the grace of love, npver :faileth« 

V. Shall conclude all, with an exhortation to high and 
Jow, rich and poor, one with another, to be found in- tbp 
<onftant praflice of this valuable and copimendablc duty. 

Firfi^ I fhall confider this duty, as relating tp the bpdies of 
fineii. And, 

. • 1. Q 
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t. O that Ac m^ would confider how J)ralfe- Worthy thli 
-fluty is, in helping theiir feiibw-treatures ! We were created coi 
ht a help to each other; God has made no one fo indepen- 
dent as not to need the jiiaiftance of another ; the ticheft and 
moft powierful rtiitt upon the face of this earth, needs the help 
and affifiance of thbfe who are around him ; and though he 
may be great tb-day, a thbufand accidents may make him a$ 
lour to-mbitow ; he that is rolling in plenty to-day, may bS 
in as much fcarcity to-morro\^« If our rich men would be . 
tnore eh^rrtable to their pOor friends and neighbours, it 
woufd be a mean$ of recommending them to- the favour of 
others, if Providence (hould frown upon them ; b.ut alas, our 
great men fiaH muth rather fpend their taoney in a playhoufc, 
at a ball ^ an l^flembly, or a mafqnerado, than relieve a poor 
aiftreffed fervant of Jesus Christ. They had rather fpend 
their eftates on their hawks and hounds, on theif whores, and 
earthly, fehfualj dcvilifli pleafur^s, than comfort^ nourifli, or 
reKeve one of their diftreffed fellow-creaturesr What diffe- 
rence i$ there between thfe king on the throne, and the beggar 
tn th^ dunghillj when God demands their breaths i There 
is no difference, my brethren^ in the grave, hot Wfll there 
be any at the day of judgthent. You will riot be excufed 
betailfc you have had a greit eftate, ^ fine houfe, and lived in 
all the pldafur^S that earth cbuld afford you ; no, thefe things 
will be one lileahs of yoiir fcondem&alioh ; neither will you be 
judged according to the largehefS of your eUate^ but accord- 
ing to the Ufe yoU have m^ib of it^ 

Nowj yo\i may think nothing blit of ydiir pleafures and 
delights, of IWihg in cafe arid plerity, and never confider how 
many thoiifands of your fellow-creatures would rejoice at 
What you are making wade of, and fetting no account by. 
Let ttic befe^cli you^ iny rich brethren^ to confider the poor 
of the worlds and how commendable and praife- worthy it is 
to relieve thofc who are diftreffed. Confider, bow pleafing 
this is to Gob, how delightful it is tb man, and how many 
prayers you will have put up for your welfare, by thofe per- 
f%>n8 whom you relieve ; and let this be a consideration to 
fpare a little out of the abifndance wherewith Gol> has^ 
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hlctkd you, or the relief of his poor. He could have placed 
you in their low condition, and they in your high Hate ; it 
is only his good plcafure that has thus made the difference, 
and (hall not this make you remember your diftrefled fellow- 
creatures ? 

Let me befeech you to confider, which will ftand you fccft 

at the day of judgment, fo much money expended at a horfe- 

race, at a cockpit, at a play or mafquerade, or Co much given 

. for the relief of your fellow- creatures, and for the diftreflcd 

members of Jesus Christ. 

I befeech you, that you would condder how valuable and 
commendable this duty is: do not be angry at my thus ex- 
horting you to that duty, which is fo much recommended by 
Jesus Christ himfelf, and by all his apoftles : I fpeak par- 
ticularly to you, my rich brethren, to intreat you to confider 
thofe that are poor in this world, and help them from time to 
time, as their neceffity calls for it. Confider, that there is a 
curfe denounced againft the riches of thofe, who do not thus 
do good with ,them ; namely, *' Go to now you rich men, 
weep and howl for your mifcries that (hall come upon you ; 
your riches are corrupted, your garments are moth-eaten, 
your gold and filver is cankered, and the ruft of them fhdll 
be a witnefs againft you, and (hall eat your ile(h, as it were 
fire ; ye have heaped your treafure together for the laft day." 
You fee the dreadful woe pronounced againft all thofe who 
hoard up the abundance of the things of this life, without re- 
lieving the difirefles of thofe who are in want thereof : and 
the apoftle Janus goes on alfo to fpeak againll thofe who hay« 
acquired eftates by fraud, as too many have in thefe days. 
** Behold the hire of the labourers, which have reaped down 
your (ields, which is by you kept back by fraud, crieth i and 
the cries of them who have reaped, are entered into the ears 
of the Lord God of Sabbaoth. Ye havie lived in pleafure 
on the earth, and^ been wanton ; ye have nouri(hed your 
hearts, as in a day of flaughter." Thus, if you go on to 
live after the luft of the fle(h, to pamper* your bellies, and 
make them a God, while the poor all round you are flarving^ 
S Gv9 



[ »3i ] 

God 'will, make thefe things a witnefs againft you, which 
{hall be as a worm to your fouls, and gnaw your confciences 
to all eternity ; therefore, let me once more recommend cha*> 
rity unto the bodies of men, and befeech you to remember 
what the blefled Lord. Jesus Christ has promifed unto 
thofe who thus love his members, that ^^ as they have done 
it to the leaft of his members, they have done it unto him,*^ 

I am liot now fpeaking for myfelf ; I am not recommend*^ 
iiig my little flock in Georgia to you j then you might fay, as 
many wantonly do, that I wanted the money for myfelf; lio, 
my brethren, I am now recommending the poor of this land- 
to you, your poor neighbours, poor friends, yea, your poor 
enemie9 ; they are whom I am now fpeaking for j and when 
I fee fo many ftarving in the ilreets, and almoft naked, my 
bowels are moved with pity and concern, to confider, that 
many in whofe power it is, to lend their affifting hand, (houM; 
{but up their bowels of compafiion, and will not relieve their 
feUow-creatures, though in the moft deplorable condition for 
the want thereof. 

As I have thus recommended charity particularly to the 
rich among you ; fo now I would, 

a. Secondly^ Recommend this to another fet of people aimong 
us, who, inflead of being the moft forward in ads of cha-> 
rity, are commonly the moft backward ; I mean the cUrgy of. 
this land* 

Good God ! how amaxing is the confideratlon, that thofe, 
whom God has called out to labour in fpiritual things, (hould 
be fo backward in this duty^ as fatal experience teacheth. 
Our clergy (that is the generality thereof) are only feeking 
after preferment, running up and down, to obtain one be- 
nefice after another; and to heap up an cftate,* either to. 
fpend on the pleafures of life, or to gratify their fenfu^ ap- 
petites, while the poor of their flock are forgotten s nay, 
WQtkf they are fcorned^ faated^ and difdaiacd. 

. > 
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I am not now, my brethren, fpeaking of all tbe clergy j 
no, bleflfed be God, there are fome among them, who abbo#^ 
fuch proceedings, and are willing to relieve the neceffitous; 
but God knows, thefe are but very few, while many take 
no thought of the poor among them. 

They can vifit the rich and the great, but the poor tbcf 
cannot bear in their fight ; they are forgctftil, wilfully forget- 
ful of the poor members of Jesui Christ. 

They have gone out of the old paths, and turned int^ a 
new polite way, but which is not warranted in the word of 
God : they are funk into a fine way of ading ; but as fine ar 
it is, it was not the pradlice of the apoftles, or of the chrtfti- 
ans in any age of the church : for they vifited and relieved^ ' 
the poor among them ; but how rare is this anuHig us, how 
feldom Jo we find charity in a clergyman i ' 

It is with grief I fpeak thefe things, but woful experience- 
is a witnefs to the truth thereof : and if all the clergy of this 
land were here^ I would tell them boldly, that they did not 
keep in the ways of charity, but were remifs in their duty ; 
inftead of ^* felling all and giving to the poor,'* they will not; 
fell any thing, nor give at all to the poor. 

3. Thirdfy^ I would exhort you who are poor, to be cha<i 
ritable to one another. 

Though you may not have money, or the things of tbii* 
life, to beftow upon one another ; yet you may afiift them, 
by comforting, and advtfmg them not to be difcouraged 
though they are low in the world ; or in ficknefs you may 
help them according as you have time or ability : do not 
be unkind to one another : do not grieve, "or vex, or be 
angry vvith* each oth^r ; for this is giving the world an advan- 
tage over you. 

And if God flirs up any to relieve you, do not make aff 

ill ufe of what his providence, by the hands of fome chriftian, 

X hath 
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hath beftowi^ upon you: be always humble and watt- on 
Goi> ; do not murmur or repine, if you fee any relieved an4 
you are not ; ftill wait on the Lord, and help one another^ 
according to your abilities, from time to time* 

Haying fliewed you bow valuable this 13 to the bodies of 
mm, I now proceed. 

Secondly^ To fhew you how much more valuable this charitj 
is, when it e^ttends to the fouls of men. 

And is not the foul more valuable than the body? It would 
be of no advikntage, but an infinite difadvantage, to obtain all 
the world, if we were to'lofe our fouls. The foul is of infinite 
value, and of infinite concern, and, therefore, we fhould ex- 
tend our charity whenever we fee it needful, and likewife 
fliould re|[)rove, rebuke, and exhort with all godlinefs and 
leve. 

We fhould, my dear brethren, ufe all means and opportu- 
nities for the falvation of our own fouls, and of the fouls of 
others. We may have a great deal of charity and concern fot 
the*bodies of our fellow-creatures, when we have no thought, 
or concern, for their immortal fouls : But O how fad is it, to 
have thought for a mortal, but not for the immortal part ^ to 
have charity for the body of our fellow- creatures, while wc 
have no concern for their immortal fouls } it tnay be, we help 
them to ruin them, but have no concern in the faving of 
them. 

You may love to fpend a merry evening, to go to a play, 
or a horfe-race, with themi but on the other hand, you can-, 
not bear the thoughts of going to a fertnoii, or a religious 
fociety, with them \ no, you would fing the fongs of the 
drunkai-d, but you will not fing hymns, with them ; this i^ 
not polite enough, this is unbecoming a gentleman of tafte, 
unfafbi6nabl^, and only pra£tifed among a parcel of enthufiafta 
4nd madiden^ 

Thus 
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Thus, you will be To uncharitable as to Join hand ih haml 
with thofe who are haftening to their own damnation, whilo 
you will not be fo charitable as to affift them in being brought 
from darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. But this, this, my dear brethren, is the greateft cha- 
rity, as can be, to fave a foul from death : this is of far greater 
advantage, than relieving the body of a fellow-creature : for 
the moft miferable obje^l: as could be, death would deliver it 
Irom all. But death, to thofe who are not born again, would 
be fo far from being a releafe from all mifery, that it would 
be an inlet to all torment, and that to all eternity. There- 
fore, we (bould affift, as much as poJCble, to keep a foul frani 
falling into the hands of Satan : for he is the grand enemy of 
fouls. How fhould this excite you to watch over your owft 
and others fouls 2 for unlefs you are earneft with GoD, Satan 
will be too hard for you. Surely, it is the greateft charity to 
watch over one another's words and anions, that we may 
forewarn each other when danger is nigh, or when the enemy 
of fouls approaches. 

And if you have once known the value of your own foulsi^ 
and know what it is to be fnatched as brands out of the hum* 
ing fire, you will be felicitous that others may be brought oiit 
of the fame ftate. It is not the leading of a moral life, being 
boneft, and paying every man his juft due s this is not a prodf 
of your being in a ftate of grace, or of being born again, 
and renewed in the fpirit of your minds : No, you may die 
honeft, juft, charitable, and yet not be in Z ftate of falva-* 
tion. 

It is not the preaching of that morality, which moft of our 
pulpits now bring forth, that is fufficlent to bring you from 
i^n uato God. I faw you willing to learn, and yet were ig* 
norant of the neceffity of being born again, regenerated, o^ 
baving all old things done away, and all things becoming 
new in your fouls : I could not bear, my brethren, to fee you. 
in the highway to deftru£tion, and none to bring y«ii back« 
It was love to your fouls, it ws^s a defire to fee Christ 

formed 
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fonncd in you » which brought me into the fields, the highr 
ways, and hedges, to preach unto you Jesus, a crucified 
Jesus as dying for you. It was charity, indeed it was charity 
to your fouls, which has expofed me to the prefent ill treat* 
ffient of my letter-learned brethren. 

Therefore, let me advife you to be charitable to the fouls 
of one another ^ that is, by advifing them with all love and 
tcndernefs, to follow after Christ, and the things which be- 
long to their immortal peace, before they be for ever hid from 
their eyes, . 

I now proceed, in the 

Tbird fl^ct^. to ihew when your charity is of the right 
kind* 

• ♦ 

And here, my l^rethren, I fhall (hew, Fir/lj When it is 
act i and. Secondly^ When it is of the right kind. 

I. Flrft^ Your charity is not of the right kind, when it 
proceeds from worldly views or ends. 

If it is to be feen of men, to receive any. advantage frond 
them, to be efteemed, or to gain a reputation in the world \ 
6r if you have any pride in it, and expe& to reap benefit from 
God merely for it; if al), or each of thefe is the end of your 
charity, then it is all in vain ; your charity does not proceed 
from a right end, but you are hereby deceiving your owa 
fouls* If you give an alms purely to be obferved by man, oi" 
as expecting favour from Gox>, merely on the aqcount thereof, 
then you have not the glory of God, or the benefit of your 
fellow-creatures at heart, but merely yourfelf : this, this is 
not charity. Nor, 

StcmJfy^ Is that true charity, when we give any thing to 
our fellow-creatures purely to indulge them in vice ; this is 
fo far from being charity, th^t it is a fin, both againft God, 
and againft our fellow-creatures* And yet, this is a^ commonj, 

as 
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«s it is iinful, t6 carry our friends, tinier a fpecidtil ptetMcH 
of charity, to one or the other efitertainmcnt, with M oth^f 
view, but to make them guilty of cXcefs. Hereby yoo are 
guilty of a double fin : we are not to fin ourfe!ve$, mbch le^^ 
fhould we endeavour to make another fin likewife^ But, 

Thirdly^ Our charity corned from a right end, wtfe'A it pro^ 
ceeds from love to God, and for the welfare both of %\^ 
body and foul of our felloW-creatures. 

When this is the fole end of relieving our diRrttHAfellci^^ 
creatures, then our charity comes from a right end, and wt 
may expe£l to reap advantage by it : this is the ch^iifjr t^HicU 
is pleafing to GcD. God is well pleafed, when all our anions 
proceed from love, love to himfelf, and love t^iiftaibftal JMs; 

Confider, my dear brethren,^ that it w^ love fot foul^j 
that brought the blefied Jesus down from the bofofta of his 
father ^ that m^e him^ who was^ equal in power ^hd^oryi 
to come and take upon him our nature; that caufed the 
Lord of life to die the painful, ignominious, and ai^curfed 
death of the crofs. It was love to immortal folds, th^t 
brought this blelfed Jesus among us. And O that We might 
hence confider how great the value of fouls w^ imdF ist it 
was that which made Jesus to bleed^ pant, and dii^; Ani 
furely fouls tn^ft be of infinite worth, which made thi! Lamll 
of God to die fo fhameful a deaths 

And (hall not this make yoti have a true vafuti &r fouls i 
It is of the greateft worth : and this ^ this is the grdkteft cha- 
tity, when it comes from love to God^ and frdtti love ta 
fouls. This will be a charity, the fatisfa£lion of wfaich wit) 
laft to all eternity. O that this fnay make you hwe fobiuch 
regard for the value of fouls^ as not to negle£t all cijpportUnT- 
ties for the doing of them good : here is fomething worth 
having charity for, becaufe they remain to all eternity* 
Therefore, let me earneftiy befeech you both to confider ttfe 
worth of immortal fouls, and let your charity extend t6 them, 
that by your advica and admonition^ you may be aainftrii?- 
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nent, in the hands of Gop^Ja brifiging; foult to the Loao 
jlijus. *^ 

I zia in the next place, to conHdery 

' Potirfhiyj Why this ch^rfty, or grace of love never faUeth* 

' And it never faileth in refpedl of its proceeding from an 
li'nchangeable God. We ^r^ not to underftand, that ou|^ 
charity is always the fame; No, there may, and frequently 
aire, ebbs ^nd flowings ; but ftill it never totally faileth : No, 
the grace of love remaineth for ever. There is, and will be, 
a charity to all who have erred and run aftray from Gop. We 
cannot be eafy to fee fou>s in the hjghvt^ay to deftrudlion, i^d 
not ufc ou|: utmoft endeavour to bring them back from fin, 
and fhew them the dreadful confequence of running into evil. 
Chriftians cannot bear to fee thofe fouls for whom Christ 
^iecl, periih for want of knowledge: and if they fee any of 
the bodies of their fellow-creatures in want, they will do the 
irtflioft in their power to relieve them. 

Charity will never fail, among thofe who have a true Iqvc 
to the LciRD Jesus, and know the value of fouls : they will, 
be charit?:ble to thofe who are fn diftrefs. And thus you fee, 
that trut charity, if ie proceeds from a right end, never 
frUeth.* 

I now proceed, my brethren, in the 

l^qfi place, to exhort all of you, high and low, rich and 
poor, one with another, to pra<%ce this valuable and com- 
ynendable duty of charity. 

It IS not rolling in your coaches, taking your plcaftire, and 
not confidering the miferies of your fellow-creatures, that is^ 
commendable or praifc-worthy ; but the relieving your di- 
llrefled poor fellow-creatures, is valuable and praife-worthy 
wherever it is found. But alas ! how very few of our gay 
^nd polite gentlemej^i confider their poor friends -, rather they 
defpife, 
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itfyKc^ and do not regard themK They can indulge them* 
felves in the follies of life, and had much rather fpend their 
cftates in lufts and pleafures, while the poor all round them 
are not thought worthy to be fet with the dogs 6f their flock. 
If you have an abundance of the things of this world, then 
you are efiecmed as companions for the polite and gay in life ; 
but if you are pbor, then you mud not expe& to find any &- 
vour, but be hated, or not thought fit for company or con- 
▼erfation : and if you have an abundance of the things of 
this life, and do not want any ai&ftance, then you have many 
ready to help you. My dear brethren, I do not doubt but 
your own experience is a proof of my allertions ; as alfo, that 
if any come into diftrefs, then thofe, who promifed to give 
relief, quite forget what they promife, and will defpife, becaufe 
Providence has frowned. But this is not adding like thofe 
who are bound for the heavenly JerufaUm ; thus our hearts 
and our a£lions give our lips the lie : for if we profefs the 
name of Christ, and do not depart from all iniquityt ^'^ ^ 
not thofe, who are worthy of being efteemed chrifliam 
indeed. 

For, if we have not charity, we are not chriftians : charity 
is the great duty of chriftians : and where is our chriftlanitj, 
if we want charity I Therefore, let me befcech you to tw 
cife charity to your diftrefled fellow-creatures. Indeed, my 
dear brethren, this is truly commendable, truly valuable; and 
therefore, I befeech you, in the bowels of tender mercy to 
Christ, to confider his poor diftrefled members ; cxercife, 
cxercife, I befeech you, this charity : if you have no com- 
pai&on, you are not true difciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I humbly beg you to confider thofe who want relief, ;ind are 
really deftitute, and relieve them according to your abilities. 
Confider, that the more favourable Providence has been to 
you, it fhould make you the more earneft and folicitous to 
relieve thofe whom you may find in diflrefs : it is of the ut- 
moft confequence, what is well pleafing to your fellow-crea- 
tures, and doing your duty to God. 

When you are called from hence, then all riches and 
grandeur will be over \ the grave will make no difiin£lion i 

great 
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fjtizt eftates will be of no fignification in the other wofl^ { 
■od if you have made a bad ufe of the talent which God hath 
put into jour hands, it will be only an aggravation of your 
cabndemnation at the great day of account, when God (hall 
come to demand your fouls^ and to call you to an account, for 
the ufe to which you have put the abundance of the things of 
lAis life. 

To conclude, let me once more befeech each of. you to 
t£!t according to [the circumftances of life^ which God, iii 
his rich and free mercy, has given you. 

If you were fenfible of the great confequences which would 
attend your ading in this charitable manner, and confidered 
it as a proof of your love to God, the loving his members ; 
you could not be uncharitable in your tempers, nor fail to 
relieve any of your diftrefTcd fellow creatures. 

Condder how eafy it is for many of ;^qu, by putting your 
mites together, to help one who is in diftrefs; and how can 
you tell, but that the little you give, may be the means of 
bringing one from diftrefs into flourifhing circumftances ; 
9nd then, if there is a true fpirit of a cbriftian in them, they 
can never be fufficiently thankful to God the author, and to 
yon as the inftrument^ in being fo great a friend to them in 
their melancholy circumftances: confider alfo, once more, 
how pnuch better your account will be at the day of judgment^ 
and what peace of confcience you will enjoy. How fatisfac- 
tory muft be the thought of having relieved the widow and 
the fatherlefs ? This is recommended by the Lord Jesus 
Ch](ist, and has been pradtifed in all ages of the church : 
and therefore, my brethren, be ye now found in the pra£lice 
of this duty. 

I have been the larger upon this, becaufe our enemies fay 
ive deny all moral alliens ; but, blefTed be God, they fpeajc 
againft us without caufe : we highly value them ; but we 
fay, that faith in Chrjst, the love of God, and being born 
^gaip, are of infinite more worth ; but you cannot be true 
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c)iriftiaiu widiout hnviag charity to your Mlbw-treBtrttts^ be 
tk«y friends or enemies, if in diftre&« And, therefore, exert 
yourfelves in this duty, as is commanded by the bleffiMl j£sas : 
and if you have true charity^ you (hall live and reign with 
him for ever. 

Now to God the Father, GoD the Son, and Gpp. the 
Holy Ghoft, be all honour, power, glory, might, ma« 
jefty, an4 dpininion) both now and for evermore. Jlmi9% 
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g E R M d N XLVlit 

Satan's Device*; 



i Cor. iL in 

teji Satan jfhculd ^et an advantage over iii ; for we ah 
not ignorant cf bis devices; . 

THE occafioh of thefts jyords was as follows: In thd 
chnrch of Corinth there, was an unhappy perfon, who 
Ud eommitted fiich inceft^ s|s ^a$ nbt fo mQcb as named 
imbng the Gentiles^ in taking his father's wife ; but either on 
iteount of. bis wealthy pow^^ or feme fuch .rfeafons^ like 
nany notorious offenders now-adays, he had hot beeli expofed 
o the cenfures of the church; St. Piakl<^ there|pre, in his 
irft epifile^ feVerefy chides them for this negle^ of diicipline, 
nd commands tbem^ *^ in the name of our Lord Jesus. 
Christ, when they were gathered together^ to deliver^fuch 
^ one, whoever he was, to Satan, for the definition of the 
lefl), that his Spirit inight be faved in the day of the Lord ;" 
^bat is, they fhould folemnly excommunicate him ; which 
MTas then commonly attended with fome> bodily difeafe. The 
V^rintbiansy being obedient to the Apoftle,- as' dear children^ 
no fooner.recei?cd this re^uoof, but they fubmitted to it, and 
taft the offending party out of the church. But whilft^ they 
ivere endeavouring to anHend one faulty they ilnhappiij^ farf 
into another j and as they formerly had been too mild and 
remifs, fo how they behaved towards him with too much fe- 
reitity.and refentment. The Apoftle^ therefore, in this chap^ 
^r, reproved this, and tells them, that ** fuiEciciit to the 
.V01..VL Ct feiFender'a 
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offender's fliame, was the puniOiment which had been infiiSed 
of many :" that he had now fuiFered enough ; and that, there- 
fore, left he fhould be tempted to fay with Cain^ *« My pu- 
nifhment is greater than I can bear ;" or to ufe the Apoftle's 
own words, " Left he fhould be fwailowed op with over- 
much forrow ;" they ought, now he had given proof of his 
repentance, to forgive him, to con%rm their love towards him, 
and fo reftore him in the fpirit of meekne(s ; << Left Satan, 
(to whofe bufFetings he was now given, by tempting him to 
defpair) (hould get an advantage over us :'- and- Ip^ by re* 
prefenting you as mercilefs and cruel, caufe that holy name 
to be blafphemed, by which you are called ; " for we are not 
ignorant of his devices :"- we know very well how many 
fubtle ways he has to draw afide and beguile unguarded .un- 
thinking meh.j 

Thus then, ftand the words in relation to the context ; 
but as Satan has many devices,«and as his quiver is full olF 
other poifonous darts, befides thofe which he (hoots at ui to' 
drive us to defpair, I fhall, in the following difcourfe, 

firjly Briefly obferve*who W€ are to undetftand by Satifl. 
And, 

Secondly^ Point out to you, what are the chief devices he 
generally makes ufe of, to draw oiF converts fram Ch&ist^ 
and alio prefcribe fome ren^dies againft them. 

Firjiy Who are we to ui>derftand by Satan ? 

The word Saian^ in its original fignification, means an sd^ 
verfary; and in its general acceptation, is made ufe of, to 
point out to us the chief of the devils, who, for ftrivlng to be 
as God, was caft down from heaven, and is now permitted, 
*^ with the reft of his fpiritoal wickedncffes in high places, 
to walk up and down, feeking whom he may devour/* Ws 
bear of him immediately after the creation^ when m dbe {hap6 
of a ferpent, he lay in wait to deceive our firft parents. He 
is called Satan, in the book of Job^ where we are told, that 
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•* when the fons of God came to prefent thcmfclves before 
the Lord, Satan alfo came amongft them." As the fcripture 
alfo fpeaketh in the book of Chrmcles\ *« and Satan moved 
Dtavid to number the people." . In the New Tcftament he 
goes under difFcrcnt denominations ; fometimcs he is called 
the evil One^ becaufe he is evil in himfeJf, and tempts us to 
evil. Sometimes, *' the Prince of the power of the air ;'* 
and, " the Spirit that now rulcth in the children of difobe- 
dience ;" becaufe he refides chiefly in the air, and through 
the whole world : and all that are not born of God, are faid 
C6 lie in faim. 

He is an enemy-to God and goodnefs ; he is a hater of all 
truth : Why clfe did be flandicr God in paradife ? Why did 
he tell Eve^ " You (hall not furely die ?" And why did he 
promife to give all the kingdoms of the world, and the* glories 
of them, to Jesus Caitist, if he would fall down and wor- 
fliip him I . 

He is full of malice, «nvy, and revenge : For what other 
ihotives could induce him to moleft innocent man in paradife? 
And why is he dill fo reftlefs in his attempts to deftroy us, 
who have do||p him no wrong ? 

' He is a being of great pmar^ at appears in his bein^ able 
16 ad on the imagination of our blefled Iiord, io as to re- 
prefent to him all tha kingdoms of the world, and the glories 
of them, in a moment of time. As alfo in carrying his facred 
body through the -air up to a pinaclp of the temple i and his 
driving a herd of fwine fo furioufly into the deep. Nay, fo 
great is his^ might, that, I doubt not, was God to let him ufe 
his full ftrength, but he could turn the earth upfide down, or 
puM the fanr from its orb< 

But what he is moft remarkable for is, his fubtlety.: for not 
h'aving power* given him from above, to take us by force, 
be is obliged to wait for opportunities to betray us, and to 
catch us by giiile. He, therefore, made ufe of the ferpent, 
which was fubtle above all the beafts of the field, io order to 
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tempt our firft parents ; and accordingly hfc is faid^ in the Kew 
Teflament, " To lie in wait to deceive ;" and, in the words 
of the text, the Apoftle fays, ** We are not ignorant of hisi 
devices ;" thereby implying, that we are more in danger of 
being feduced by his policy, than over-borne by his power. 

From this (hort dcfcription of Satan, we may eafily judge 
whofe children they are, who love to make a lie^ who fpeak 
evil of, and flander their neighbour, and whofe hearts zie 
full of pride, fubtlety, malice, envy, revenge, and all uncha- 
ritablenefs. Surely they have Satan for their father : for the 
tempers of Satan they know, and the works of Satan they do. 
But were they to fee cither themfelves, or Satan as be iSf 
they could not but be terrified at their own likenefs, and 
abhor themfelves in duft and afhes. 

But, the juftice of God in fufFering us to be tempted, is 
vindicated from the following confiderations : That we ait 
here in a ftate of diforder ; That he has promifed not to fufier 
us to be tempted [above what we are abfe to bear ; and not 
only fo^ but to him that ovcrcometh he will give a crown of 
life. 

The holy angels themfelves, it (hould feem, Were once pot 
to a trial whether they would be fakithful or not. The ftrft 
Jdam was tempted, even in paridife. And Jbsus Christ, 
that fecond Adamj though he was a fon, yet was carried, as 
our reprefentative, by ^he Holy Spirit, into the wildernefs, 
to be tempted of the devil. And there is not one fingle faint 
in paradife, amongft the goodly fellowfhip of the prophets, 
the glorious company of the apofties, the noble army of mar- 
tyrs, and the fpirits of juft men made perfe£t, who, when on 
earth, was not affaulted by the fiery darts of that wicked one, 
the devil. 

What then has been the common lot of all God*s children, 
and of the angels, nay, of the eternal Son of God himfelf, we 
muft not think to be exempted from : No, it is fufficient if 
we are made perfefl through temptations, as they were. And, 
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therefore, fince we cannot but be tempted, unlefs we could 
unmake human nature, inftead of repining at our condition, 
we fliould rather be enquiring, at what time of our lives Satan 
moft violently aflaults us ? And what thofe devices are, which 
he commonly makes ufe of, in order to " get an advantage 
of er us ?•' , 

As to the firft queftion, what time of life ? I anfwer, we 
tnuft expe£l^to be tempted by him, in fome degree or other, 
all our lives long. — For this life being a continual warfare, we 
tnuft never expe£l to have reft from our fpiritual adverfary the 
devil, or to fay, our combat with him is finiflied, 'till, with 
our blefled mafter, we bow down our heads, and give up the 
ghoft. ^ 

But fince the time of ow converfion, or firft entring upon 
the fpiritual life, is the moft critical time at which he, for the 
moft part, violently befets us, as well knowing, if he can pre- 
vent our fetting out, he can lead us captive at his will j and 
£nc& the wife fon of Sirach particularly warns us, vvhen we are 
going to fcrve the Lord, to prepare our foujs for temptation, 
I (hall, in anfwer to the other queftion, pafs on to the 

Second general thing propofed ; and point out thofe devices, 
which Satan generally makes ufe of at our firft converfion, in 
prder to get an advantage over us. 

But let me obferve to you, that whatfoever (hall be delivered 
in the following difcourfe is only defigned for fuch as have 
actually entered upon the divine life ; and not for carnal 
almoft Chriftians, who have the form of godlinefs, but never 
ye't felt the power of it in tbeir hearts. This being preraifed, 
The 

Fir/i device I (hall mention^ which Satan makes ufe of, is, to 
iirive us to defpair. 

When *Gofi the Father awakens a finner by the terrors of 
the law^ and by iiis Holy Spirit convinccth him of fip, in order 

0.3 «9 



r 246 ] 

to lead him to Christ, and {hew him the oecei&ty of f 
Redeemer ; then Satan generally ftrikes in» and ^^ravat^ 
thcfe convictions to fuch a degree, as to make the. £»iier doubt 
of finding mercy thro' the Mediator. 

Thus, in all his temptations of the Holy Jesus, he 
chiefly aimed to make him queftion, whether he was the Son 
of God i ♦« If thou be the Son of God," do fo and fa. With 
many fuch defponding thoughts, no doubt, he filled thebeartof 
the great St. Paul, when he continued three dayt, neither 
eating bread nor drinking water ; and therefore he (peaks by 
experience, when he fays, in the words of the text, " We ve 
not ignorant of his devices," that he would endeavour to drive 
the inceftuous perfon to defpair. 

But let not any of you be influenced by him, to defpair of 
finding mercy. For it is not the greatnefs or number of our 
crimes, but impenitence and unbelief, that will prove our ruin ; 
No, were our fins more in number than the hairs of our head, 
or of a deeper die than the brighteft fcarlet ; yet the mejjtsof 
the death of Jesus Christ are infinitely greater, ^d faith iu 
his blood fliall make them white as fnow. 

Anfwer always, therefore, his defpairing fuggeftions, as , 
your Blefled Lord did, with an " It is written/' Tell him, 
you know that your Redeemer liveth, ever to m^ke intercefioo 
for you ; that the Lord hath received from hioi double for all 
your crimes : And tho' you have finned much, that is no reafoii 
why you (hould defpair, but only why you ihould love mtfcb| 
having fo much forgiven. A 

Second device that Satan generally makes ufe of, to get :^n 
advantage over young converts, is, to tempt them to pnfime, 
or to think more highly of themfclves than they ought tq 
think. 

When a perfon has for fome little time tafled the good 
word of life, and felt the powers of the world to come, he is 
commonly (as indeed well he may) mofl: highly tranfported 
with that fudden gh^^nge he finds in himfdf. But then, 

Satan 



C ^47 ] 

Satan will not be wanting, at fuch a time, to puff him up 
with a high conceit of his own attainments, as if he was fome 
great perfon ^ and will tempt him to (et at nought bis bre- 
thyn, as though he was holier than they. 

Take heed therefore, and let us beware of this device of our 
fpiritual adverfary J for as before honour is humility, fo a 
haughty fpirit generally goes before a fall; and God is 
obliged, when under fuch circumftances, to fend us fome 
humbling vifitation, or permit us to fall, as he did Peterj into 
fome grievous fin, that we may learn not to be too high 
It^inded. 

To check therefore all fug^eftions to fpiritual pride, let us 
confider, that we did not apprehend Christ, but were ap- 
prehended of him. That we have nothing but what we have 
received. That the free grace of God has alone made the 
difference between us and others ; and, was God to leave us 
to the deceitfulnefs of our own hearts but one moment,- we 
fliould become weak and wicked, like other men. We 
fhould farther confider, that being proud of grace, is the moft 
ready way to lofe it. " For Gop rcfifteth the proud, and 
giveth more grace only to the humble." And were we en- 
dowed with the perfc<Stions of the feraphim ; yet if we were 
proud of thofe perfections, they would but render us more 
accomplilhed devils. Above all, we fhould pray earneflly 
to Almighty Goo, that we may learn of Jesus Christ, 
to be lowly in heart. That his grace, through the fubtlety 
and deceivablenefs of Satan, may not be our poifon. But 
that we may always think foberly of ourfelves, as we ought 
to think. A 

Third dQv\c9 I (hall mention, which Satan generally makes 
ufe of, ** to get an advantage over us," is to tempt us to ««- 
eafine/sy and to have hard thoughts of God j when we are dead 
and barren in prayer. 

. Though this is a term not underftood by the natural man, 
^et, whofoever there ^re amongft you, who have pafled through 
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the pangs of the ti^ hinby they know f^I) «rell:wfaat I mtzxky 
when I t^lk of dpadncfs and drynels in prajrer. sAiKi, I doubt 
not, but many of you, axsoxjgft whom I;gin now preaching 
the kingdom of Gop, are at this veryximekbotiring under Ml 

For, when perfons are firft awakened to the divine life, be- 
caufe grace is weak and nature firong^ God is often pleaiiH to 
vouchtafe them fon)e extraordinary illMminations of ibi^ Hcdy 
Spirit ; but when they are grown to be more perfeft tnon iii 
Christ, then he frequently feems to leave theai|io them- 
felves ; and not only {Oj but permits a horrible deadne(s and 
dread to overwhelm th^m ; at which times Satan will not be 
wanting to vex and tempt them to iinpatience^ to thff g^eat 
difcomfort of their fouls. . . ^ 

But be not afraid ; for this is no more than^.yovr Uefled 
Redeecnef^ that.fpotlefs Lamb of God, has undergone, before 
you: witnefs his bitter agopy in the g9rden> when hii feul 
was exceeding forrowful, even unto death. When he fweat 
great drops of blood, falling on the ground ; .when t^ fenfe 
of the Divinity was drawn from him ; and Satap, ^i all pro- 
bability, was permitted to fet all his terrors in array before 

him. ; . '; 

Rejoice, therefore, my brethren^ when you foil into the 
like circumfiances ; as knowing, that you are therein partaken 
of the fufFerings of Jesus Christ. Goafider» that it is nc- 
ceiTary fuch inwai-d trials (hould come;^ to wean us firom the 
immoderate Iqye o/ fenfible devotion, and teach .P9 to follow 
Christ, not merely for his loaves, but o]ut of a principle of 
love and obedience. In patience, therefore, poflefs your fouls, 
and be not terrified by Satan's fuggeftions. . Scill perfevere in 
feeicing Jesus in the ufe of means, though itt)e forrowing; 
and though through barrennefs of foul, you may go mourning 
all the day long. Confider that the fpoufe is with you, though 
behind the curtain ; as he was with Mary^ at the fepulchre, 
though (he knew it not. That be has withdiawn but for a 
li tic while, to make his next vifit more welcome. That 
though he may now feem to frown and look back on you, a& 

hq 



f 249 ] 

be did on the Syrdpinticbm woman; yet 'if you, like her, of 
blind Sar^inms^xtf iM,1o'fAvLdti tfe%cnffe eiinteftly, « Jesus, 
thou Son ofjD^rf,»hav^irh€^bnusy* he i)enf be made 
knowii unto yoa>igatt, cithir in the ticm^lc,'by breaking of 
bread, or fome other way. 

- Bftt amoilgft fill the devices that* Sataiihiakcs ufc of; *« to 
get an iadi^ttgi-ov«?tt»,^* there i^ ndne {li which he is more 
Aiccersful, itir by' Which he grieves thi; childre?i of Gou 
■ wotft; than ^ • '^^'■■■"•' "''■..,".;' 

Fouribi&yict \ am going to mention, his troubling you 
with hlaJphemduSf prrfaney unbelieving thoughts ; aqd fometime^ 
ttp fucb a degree, jthat they are as tormehiing^as tSe rack. 

Some kideed are "apt to impute all fiicH^ iWif ' thojugft'is to a 
diforder of body. But thbfe wlio' kitoW' iny ' tteng of 'the fpi- 
ritaal life', can inform you, with greatel; (tcrtainty, that for the 
generalilty, they proceed from that ^itlbed W, the devil; 
who, no doubt, has power given him from above, as well 
now as formerly, to' diforder the body, as he did yob\s, that 
he may, with fhe more fecrccy and fucccfs, work upon, 
ruffle and torment the foul. . 

Yoa that hdvc felt his fiery darts, can fubfcribe to the truth 
of thi^, and by fatal experience can tell, how often he has 
bid you, " curft GOD and die,** and darted into your thoughts 
a thoufand blafphemous fuggeftions, even in your mcfft fe- 
cret and folemh retirements ; the bare looking back on which 
makes your very hearts to trei)ible« 

I appeal to your own confciencies ; Have not fome of you, 
when you have been lifting up holy hands in prayer, been 
pcftered with fuch a crowd of the moft horrid indnuations, 
that you have been often tempted to rife off from your knees, 
and been made to believe your prayers were an abomination 
^ to the Lord ? Nay, when, with the reft of your chriftian 
brethren, you have crouded round the holy table, and taken 
the fecrcd fymbols of Christ's moft bleffed body and blood 

into 
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into your hands, inftead of rcmembring the death of your 
Saviour, have you not been employed in driving, out evil 
thoughts, IS Jhraham vfSLS in driving away the birdji, that 
came to devour his facrificc ; and thereby have been terrified, 
left you have eat and drank your own damnation i 

But marvel not, as though fome ftrange thing happened 
unto you; for this has been the common lot of all God's 
children. We read, even in Job^s time, " That when the 
fens of God came to appear before their Maker, (at public 
worfhip) Satan alfo came amongft them," to difturb their de- 
votions. 

And think not that God is angry with you fer thefe di-, 
ftra£ling, though ever (o blafphemous thoughts : No, he 
knows it is not you, but Satan working in you i and tbope- 
fore, notwithftandihg he may be difpleafed with, and cer- 
tainly will punifh him ; yet he will both pity and reward you. 
And though it be difficult to make perfons in your circum- 
ftances to believe fo; yet I doubt not but you are more 
acceptable to Gqd, when performing your holy duties in 
the midft of fuch involuntary diftradions, than when you are 
wrapped up by devotion, as it were, into the third heavens ; 
for you are then fuffering, as well as doing the will of God 
at the fame time ; and, like Nehemtab'% fervants at the build- 
ing of the temple, are holding a trowel in one hand, and a 
fword in the other. Be not driven from the ufe of apy or- 
dinance whatever, on account of thofe abominable fuggef- 
tions J for then you let Satan get his dcfired advantage over 
you ; it being bis chief dcfign, by thefe thoughts, to make 
you fall out with the hi. ans of grace; and to tempt you to 
believe, you do not pleafe God, for no other reafon, than 
becaufc you do not pleafe your/elves. Hather perfef ere in the 
ufe of the holy communion efpecially, and all other means 
whatever ; and when thefe temptations have wrought that 
refignation in you, for which they were permitted, GoD will: 
vifit you with frefii tokens of his love, as he met Abraham^ 
when be returned from the. fliughter of the five kings ; and 
will fend an angel from heaven^ as he did to his Son» on 
purpofc to ftrengthen you. 

5 Hitherto 
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Hitherto wc have only obfcrved fuch devices as Ssit^ 
sstakes ufe of immediately by himfelf ; but there is a 

Fifth I (hall mention, which is not the leaft, tempting us 
by our carnal friends and relations* 

. This is one of the moft common, as well as mod artful 
^devices, be malaes ufe of» to draw young converts from God ^ 
foj: wh^n he cannot prevail over them by himfelf, he will 
try what h^caa do by the influence and mediation of 

ethers. 

• 

Thys he tempted Eve^ :that Ibe might tempt JUam. Thus 
he ftirred up Job'% wife, to bid him '' Curfc God and die." 
And thus he made ufe oi Peter's tongue, to- perfuade our 
bleiTed Lord " to fpare himfelf,*' and thereby decline thofe 
fufFerings, by which alone we could be preferved from fufFer- 
iog the vengeance of eternal fire. And thus, in thefe Jaft 
Jays, he often ftirs up our mod powerful friends and deareft 
intimates, to difluade us from going in that narrow way, 
which alone leadetb unto life eternaU 

But ouir blefled Lord has furnjflied us with a fufficient 
;uifwer to all fuch fuggeftions. '* Get you behind me, my 
adverfaries ;" for other wife they will be an offence unto you ; 
^d the only reafon why they give fuch advice is, becaufe 
they '^ favour not the things that be of Gqd^ but the things 
(bat be of men." , . 

Whoever, therefore, among you are refolved to ferve the 
I^ORD, prepare -your fouls for many fuch temptations as thefe ^ 
for it is necefLry that fuch offences flaould come, to try your 
^ncerity, to teach us to ceaie from man^ and to fee if we 
^ill forfake all to follow CuiiisT. 

Indeed our inodernifers of chridianity would per fuade us, 
that the gofpel was calculated only for about two hundred 
veaf s j and that now there is po need of hating father and 

mother, 
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ii\Qther, or of being perfecuted for the tikt of Christ ^ 
hiagofpch 

But fuch perfons err, not knowing the ilpriptores, ^d the 
power of godlinefs in their hearts ; for wbofocver receives 
the love of God in the truth of it, will find, that Christ 
c»oie to fend not p^ce, butafword upon earth, ;^ n^^cb 
now^asever. That the father-in-law Qiall beagaialOb the 
daughter-in-law, in thefe latter, as well as in the , prijnitivc 
times ; and that if wn will live godly in Cheist jj^s, we 
muft, as then) fe now, from carnal friends and TclationS| 
fufFer perfecution. But the devil hath f^ 

Sixik device J which is as dangerous aa any of thf forfkier, 
by m4 ttmffting us at att^ or rather^ by withdrawing biii^$lffor 
a wbilit in order to .come upon us at an hour when we^ think; 

|)ot of it« 

Thus it IS faid, that he left Jbsos Christ only for a f»- 
(on y and our bleilbd Lord has bid us to watch and pr^y >jsl- 
ways, that we enter not into temptation ; thereby iqiplying, 
that Satan, whether we diink of it or nof, is always fecking 
how he may devoyr U5. '.':■.. 

If we would therefore behave like good foldiers of Jesus 
Christ, we muft be always upon our guard, and never 
pretend to lay down our fpiritua| weapons of prayer and 
watching, till our warfare is accompliflied by death ; for if 
wt do, our fpiritual Amalek will quickly prevail againft us. 
What if he has left us i it is only for a feafon ; yet a little 
while, and, like a roaring lionj with double fury, he will 
break out upon us again. So great a coward as the devil is, 
he feldom leaves us at the firft onfet. As he followed our 
bleffed Lord with one temptation after another, fo will he 
treat his fervants. And the reafon why he does not renew 
his attacks, is fometimes, becaufe God knows we are yet 
weak and unable to bear them, fometimes, becaufe our grand 
adverfary thinks to befet us at a more convenient feafon. 

6 Wat<cl| 
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Watch carefully therefore over 'thy^ heart,- O cbr^Han ) 

and whenever thou perceived thyfelf to be falling into a' fpiri- 
tual (lumber, fay to it, as Christ to his difciples, ^^ Arife 
(my foul) why. fleepeft thou f'^ Awalce, awake; put on. 
ftrength, v^atch and pWay, op other wife the PAi7i>?ii// will be 
upon thee, and lead thee whither thbu wouldft not. Alar I 
Is this life a time to^lie down- and ilumber in ? Arife, and call 
upon thy God 3 thy fpintual en^my is not dead, but lurketh 
in fome fecfec place, feeking <a convenient opportunity how 
he may betray thee. If thou ceafeft to fttive with him, thou 
ceaGell to bea friend of Gop ; thou^eafeft to go in that nar<^ 
row way which lesuleth unto life. 

Thus have I endeavoured to point out to you fome of 
Aofe device»9'that ^Sacao ^generally (nakes ufe of ' ^< to get an 
advantage over' us |" mati^ others there are,^no^ doubt, which 
he often ufes. 

But ^efe^on account of my youth and want -of experience, 
I can^iot yet apprife you of; they who have been lifted for 
many years; in their mafter's^ fenricey and fought under his 
banner againft our fpiritual Amalek, are able to difcover more. 
of his artifices ; and, being tempted in all things, like unto 
their brethren, can, in all. things, advife and fuccour thofe 
that are tempted. 

In the mean while, let me exhort my young fellow- foldiers, 
Hfrho, like myfelf, are but juft entring the field, and for whofe 
fake this was written, not to be difcouraged at the fiery trial 
wherewith they muft be tried, if th^ would be found faith- 
ful fcrvants of Jesvs Christ^ You ipe, my dearly beloved 
brethren, by what has been delivered, that our way through 
the wilder nefs of this world to the heavenly Canaan j is befet 
with thorns, and that there are fons of Anak to be grappled 
*with, ere you can pofiefs the promifed land. But let not 
thefe, like fo many falfe fpies, difcourage you from going 
up to fight the Lord's battles, but fay with Caleb and Jo/bua^ 
•* Nay, but we will go up, for we are able to conquer them.'^ 
Jesus Christ, that great captain of our fajvation, has in 

our 
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odf ftefld, and as ouf reprefentaitivey baffled the grtad enemy 
of mankind, and we have nothing to do, but manfully to 
fight under his banner, and to go on from conquering to 
conquer. Our glory docs not conftft in being exempted from, 
but in enduring temptations. " BIcfled is the man, (fays 
the apoftle) that en dureth temptation ;** and again, •* Bre- 
thren, count it all joy, when you fall ittto divers temptations :** 
And in thdt pcrfeft fortn our blefled'-LoRD has ^refcribed to 
us, we are faught to pray, not fo mtich to he delivered from 
all temptation^ as ** from the evil" of it. WhiIft^fiN?'ire on 
this fide eternity, it muft needs^ be that temptatioh^' come; 
and, no doubt, '* Satan has dcfired-to hate all of ily, to fifr 
us as wheat/' But wherefore (hould we fear ? For he that 
is for lis, rs by far ttiore powerful, thaii aH that-iife igainft 
ufs. Jesus Christ, omr great High-prteft, 'is etalced to the 
right hand of God, and there fitteth to make ihtercSffitwi for 
us, that our faith fail not. •--•' ^' • 

Since then Ghrist is praying, whoni ffiotrld ^^ferr? 
And fince he^has pt'omifed to make us more than c6n^(ue)^rs, 
of whom fliould we be afraid ? No, tli6ugh an fioft^f ddfils 
are fet in array againft us, let us not be afraid ; though there 
(hould rife up the hotteft perfecution againft uff, yet lit us put 
our truft in God* - What though Satan, aind the reft" of his 
apoftate fpirits, are powerful, when compared with us 5 yet, if 
put in competition with the Almighty, they are as weak as the 
meaneft worms. GoD has theni alT reftrved in chains of dark- 
nefs unto the judgment of the gteat day. So far as he permits 
them, they fhall go, but no farther; and where he pleafes, 
there fhall their proud malicious defigns beftayed. We iread in 
the gofpel, that thoug* a legion of them poffcfled one man, yet 
ihey could not deftroy him j nor could they fo much as enter 
into a fwine, without firft having leave given them from above. 
It is true, we often find they foil us, when we are affauhcd 
by them ; but let us be ftrong, and very couragious; for, * 
though tbey bruife our heels, we (hall, at lengthy bruife^ 
their heads. Yet a little while, and he that (hall come, will^ 

come ; and then we fhall fee all our fpiritual enemies put un 

der our feet. What if they do come out ag^iinfl us, like fcziz 

man^^ 
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many great Goliahs ; yet, if we can go forth, as the ftripling 
Davids in the name and ftrength of the Lord of' hofts, wc* 
may fay^ O Satan, where Is thy power i . O fallen fpirics, 
where is your victory ? 

Once more therefore, and to conclude ; let us be ftfong, 
and very couragious, and let us put on the whole armour of 
God, that we may be able to ftand againft the fiery darts of 
the wicked one. Let us renounce ourfelves, and the worlds 
and then we fhall take a|[ay the armour in which he trufteth, 
and he will find nothing in us for his temptations to work 
upon. We fiiall then prevent his malicious defigns ; and be-^ 
ing willing to fuScr ourfelves, fhall need lefs fufFerings to be 
fent us from above. I^t us have our loins girt about with 
truth \ and for an helqiett the hope of falvatiyi ; ^^ pi^yi^g 
always with all manner of fupplication.'' Above ail things, 
" Let us take the fword of the fpirit, which is the word of 
God," and " the (hield of faitl?," looking always to Jesus, 
the author and fijiiflier of our faith, who for the joy that was 
fet befof e him, endured the crofs, defpifing th0 ihame^ and is 
now iat. down at the right hand of God. 

To which happy place, may God of his infinite mercy 
tranflate us all, through our Lord^ Jesus Christ. 

To whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, three 
perfons and one eternal God, be all honour and glory^ 
now and for evermore. Amen. 
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SERMON XLIX. 

On Regeneration. 



2 Cor. V. 17. 

If any man he in Christ, be is a new creature. 

THE do£trine of our regeneration, or new birth in 
Christ Jesus, though one -of the moft fundamen- 
tal doSrint^ of our holy religion ; though fo plainly and 
often prefled on us in facred writ, *' that he who runs may 
read ;" nay though it is the very hinge on which the falvation 
of each of us turns, and a point too in which all flncere chrif- 
tians, of every denomination, agree ; yet it is fo feldom con* 
fidered, and fo little experimentally underftood by the gene- 
rality of profefibrs, that were we to judge of the truth of it, 
by the experience of moft who call themfelves chriftians, we 
Ihould be apt to imagine they bad ** not fo much as heard '' 
whether there be any fuch thing as regeneration or not. It 
is true, men for the moft part are orthodox in the commoa 
articles of their creed J they believe ** there is but one God,' 
and one Mediator between Goo and men, even the man 
Christ Jesos -y* and that there is no other name given un- 
der heaven, whereby they can be faved, befides his: But 
then tell them, they muft be regenerated, they rouft be born 
again, they muft be renewed in the very fpirit, in the inmoft 
faculties of their minds, ere they can truly call Christ,' 
** Lord, Lord,** or have an evidence that they have any 
ihare in the merits of his precious blood ; and they are ready 
to cry out with Nicodemuij '* How can thefe things be?" 
Or with the Athenians^ on another occafion, " What will 
this babler fay ? he feemcth to be a fetter- forth of ftrange 
Vol. VL R doarincs;" 
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do£trines ;*' becaufe we preach unto them Christ, and the 
new-birth. 

That I may theref<)rc contribute roy mite towards curing 
the fatal miftake of fuch perfons, who would thus put afun- 
der what God has infeparably joined together, and vainly 
think they arc juftificd by Christ, or have their fins for- 
given, and his pcrfefl obedience imputed to them, when they 
arc not fanclificd, have not their natures changed, and made 
holy, I {hail beg leave to cnlajrge on the words of the text in 
the following manner : 

Fir/iy I (haJl endeavour to explain what is meant by being 
in Christ : " If any man be in Christ/' 

Suondly^ What we arc to underftand by being a new crw-* 
turc : *^ If any man be in Christ hiq is a new crea- 
ture." 

Thirdly^ I fball produce fome arguments to mal(^ good the 
apoftlc*s aifertion. And . ^ 

• . nsf 

Fourthly^ I (hall draw fome inferences from what may jba 

delivered^ and then conclude w|th a word or two ofex- 
hortation. 

//>/?, I am to endeavour to explain what is meant by this 
^cxpreffion in the text, *Vlf any man be. in Christ." 

Now a perfon may be faid to be in Christ two ways. 

. Fltjiy Only by an outward profeffion. And in this fenfe, 
every one that is called a chriftian, or baptized into Christ's 
church, may be faid to be in Christ. But that; this is not 
the fole meaning of the apoflle's phrafe before us, is evident, 
bccaufc then, every one that names the name of Christ, or 
is baptized into his vifible church, would be a new creature. 
Which is notorioufly falfe, it being too plain, beyond all 
contraditStion, that comparatively but few of chofe that are 
** born of ijfatcr," arc '* born of the Spirit" likewifc^ to ufe 
3 another 
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Tin other fpirltual way of fpeaking, many art baptised with 
ivater, which were never baptised with the Holy Ghoft. 

. To be rn Ghri»t therefore, in the full import of the worJj 
inuft certainly tnean fomcthing itiore than a bare outward pro- 
fcffion, or beirtg called after his name. For, as this fame 
apoftle tells Usj ♦' All are not Ifratlites that are oHfrae!^'' fo 
when applied to chriftianity, all are not real chriftians that 
are nominally fuch. Nay, this is fo far from being the cafe^ 
that oifi- bleffed Lof^b himfelf informs us, that many who 
have prophefied or preached in his name^ and in his name 
caft out devib, and done many wonderful works, fhall not- 
Withftanding be drfmifled at the laft day, with ^* depart from 
toe, I know you nor^ ye workers of ihlquicy.*' 

It remains thereforej that this expreffion, •' if atty m^n b« 
in Christ," miift be uhdcrftood in a 

Second and dofer fignification, tobe/» him fo as to partake 
of the benefits of his fuffiirings. To be in him not only by 
an outward profeffion, but by an inward change and purity 
of hearty and cohabitation of his holy fpirit. To be in himj 
.fo as Xo be myfticalty united to him by ik ttue and lively faith, 
and thereby to receive fpiritual virtue from him, as the mem« 
bers of the natural body do from the head, or the branches 
from the vine. To be in him in fuch a manner as the apoftle, 
fpeaking of himfelf, acquaints us he knew a perfon was, ** I 
khewfman iii Christ," a true chriftian j or, as lie himfelf 
defires to be in ChrisTj when he wiflies, in his epiftle t^ 
the FhilippianSj that he might be found in him. 

This is undoubtedly the proper meaning of the apoftle's 
e^preflion in the words of the text ; fo that what he fays in 
his epiftle to the Romans about circumcifion, may very well 
be applied to the prefent fubje<St ; that he is not a real chrif- 
tian who is only one outwardly ; nor is that true baptifm, 
whith is only outward in the flefti. But he is a true chrif- 
iian^ who is one inwardly, whofe baptifm is that of the heart, 
ki ihefpjrit, and not merely in the .watcr^ whofc praife is 
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not of man but of God. Or, as he fpeakcth fn another 
place, **^ Neither circumcifion nor uncircumciflon availeth 
any thing (of itfelf) but a new creature." Which amounts 
to what he here declares in the verfe now under confideratfon, 
that if any man be truly and properly in Christ, he is a 
new creature. Wbieb brings me to fhewy 

Secondly^ What we are to underftand by being a newtreature. 

And here it is evident at the ftrft view, that this exprcffion 
is not to be fo explained as though there was a phyfical change 
required to be made in us ; or as though we v^^re ta be re- 
duced to our primitive nothings, and then created and formed 
again. For, fuppofing we were, a« NUodemw ignorantly 
imagined, to enter a '* fecond time into our mother's womb, 
and be born," alas ! what would it coiitribtite towards ren- 
dering us fpiritually new creatures ? Since '^ that which was 
born of the flefli would be flefh ftill ;" we (hould be the fame 
carnal perfons as ever, being derived from carnal parents, 
and confequently receiving the feeds of all manner oFfinfand 
corruption from them. No, it only mcaris, that we-tmift'be 
fo altered as to the qualities and tempers of our mincbyithac 
we muft entirely forget what manner of perfons we on^ Weft. 
As it may be faid of a piece of gold, that twas once in tlie <ffe, 
after it has been clean fed, purified and pdliflied, diat it is a 
new piece of gold; as it may be faid of a brigbt gia(V that 
has been covered over with filth, when it is wiped^ and fa 
become tranfparent and clear, that it is a newglais : Or^ as 
.it might be faid of Naaman^ when he recovered of his leprofy, 
and his fleih returned unto him like the flefli of a youAg child, 
that he was a new man ; fo our fouls, though ftill the fame 
as toeflence, yet are fo purged, purified and cleanfcd from 
their natural drofs, filth and leprofy, by the blefTed inflilehces 
of the Holy Spirit, that they may be properly £ud to be 
made anew. 

How this glorious change is wrought in the foul, cannot 

cafily be explained : For no one knows the ways of the Spirit, 

fave the Spirit of God himfelf. Not that this ought to be 

6 any 
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any argument againft this do<3rine; for, as our Mefled Lord 
obferved to Nicodemus^ when he was difcourfing on this very 
fubjc<a, " The wind bloweth where it lifteth, and thou 
hcareft the found thereof, but knoweft not whence it cometh^ 
and whither it goeth j" and if we are told of natural things^ 
and we underftand them not, how much kfs ought we to 
wonder, if wc cannot immediately account for the invifible 
workings of the Holy Spirit ? The truth of the matter is 
this : the dodrine of our regeneration, or new birth in 
Christ Jesus, is hard to be underftood by the natural man. 
But that there is really fu^h a thing, and that each of us 
muft be fpiritually born again^ I (ball endeavour to ihew under 
jny 

Third general head, in which I was to produce fome argu« 
ments to make good the apoftle's afTertion. 

And here one would think it luific&ent to affirm, 

Firft^ That God himfelf, in bis holy word, hath told us 
fo« Many texts might be produced out of the Old Teftament 
to prove this point, and indeed, one would wonder ho9f NU 
^odemuiy who was a teacher in Ifraely and who was therefore 
Co \v&x\xSt the people in the fpiritual meaning of the law, 
Ihould be fo ignorant of this grand article, as we find he 
really was, by his afkingour bleilcd Lord, when he was 
prcffing on bim this topic. How can thefe things be? Surely, 
he could not forget how often the Pfalmift had begged of 
God, to make him " a new heart," and " to renew a right 
fpirit within him ;" as likewife, how frequently the prophets 
had warned the people to make them ** new hearts," and 
new minds, and fo turn unto the Lord their God. But not 
Co mention thefe and fuch like texts out of the Old Tefta- 
ment, this dodlrine is fo often and plainly repeated in the 
New, that, as I obferved before, he who runs may read. For 
what fays the great Prophet and Inftrudor of the world him- 
felf : " Except a man (every one that is naturally the pfF- 
fpring of Jdam) be born again of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God/' And left we (hou]d 

R3 be 
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be apt to (light this afTcrtion, and NU^JenrnsAWit^ reje^l th^ 
dn<arinc, bccaufe wc cannot immediately explain '* Hov^.thi& 
thing can be 5" our blcffed Maftcr therefore affirms it, as it 
were, by an oath, '* Verily, verily, I fay unto you," or, as 
it may be read, I the Amen ; I, who am truth itfdf^/ay unto 
you, that it is the unalterable appointment of my heavenly 
Father, that *^ unlefs a man be born again, he cannot enter 
inLo the kingdom of God." 

Agreeable to this, arc thofc many paflagcs we oicet with in 
the epiflles, where we are commanded to be ^^ renewed in the 
Spirit," or, which was before explained, in tbj^ in.moft fa- 
culties of our minds ; to " put off the Old Man, which 14 
corrupt ; and to put on the New Man, which is* created after 
Gop, in rigbtcoufqcfs a^d true holinefs j" that *^©Id dyings 
muft pafs away, and that all things muft become new.i" that 
tve are to be *' faved by the wafhing of regeneration, and the 
renewing qf the Holy Ghoft." . Or, methiuks, w^s. thereto 
other pafTa^e to be produced befides the word§ of the text, it 
would be full enough, fince .thp apoftle thcrQln , pgCtiifc^ly 
affirms, that ^' If any ipan be in Christ* iie is a ti^jucrefi^. 



Now, what can be underftpod by all. thefe diflfeiQot te^mi 
of being bcrn again^ of putting off the 014 4/<a»t .^"d putiinf 
m the NeWy of being renewed in the fpirit of t^ur mindsj an4 
becoming 72cw ereatura ; but that .chriftianity iffygujc^s a 
thorough j real mward change of heart ? po w^ think' tbefq, 
and fuch-like forms of fpeaking, are mere ixietapl^prs, wordj 
of a bare found, without any real folid fignific^tion ? Indeed, 
it.i§ to be feared, fonie men would have them iptejpfeted (o\ 
but alas ! unhappy men ! they are not to be envie^ jn their 
metaphorical interpretation: it will be wellj if ihey. do not 
interpret themfclves out of their falvation, 

Multitttdes of other texts might be produced to confirin 
•this fame truth ; but thofe already quoted are fo/plain and 
convincing, that one would in»agine no one (hould deny it; 
r»cre we not toldj there are fooiej " who having eyes, fee 

notji 



n<)t, -Jind jears, hear not, and that will not underftapd with 
their hearts, or hear with their ears, left they (hould be con- 
verted, and Christ (hould heal them." 

J3ut I proceed to a 

Second argument ; and that (hall be taken from the purity 
of God, and the prefent corrupt and polluted ftate of man. 

, God is dcfcribcd in holy ftripture (and I fp?ak to thoft 
who profefs to know the fcrjpture) as a Spirit ; as a being of 
fuch in^nite fanftity, as to be of '* purer eyes than to behold 
iniquhy ;" as to be fo tranfcendently holy, that it is faid 
" the very, heavens are not clean in his fight; and the angels 
themfelveshe chargeth with folly." On the other hand, man 
is defcribed (and every regenerate perfon will fiftd it true by 
his .own experience} as a creature altogether '* conceived and 
born in fin ;'* as having " no good thing dwelling in him;" as 
being'*' carnal, fold under fiin;" riay, as having «* a mind 
which is at enmity with God/' and fuch-like. And fin<:<p 
there is fuch an infinite difparity, can any one conceive bow 
^ filthy, corrupted, polluted wretch can dwell with an infi- 
nitely pure and holy God, before he is changed, and ren- 
dered, in fome meafure, like him ? Can he, who is of purer 
«yes than to behold iniquity, dwell with it? Can he, in 
whofe fight the heavens are not clean, delight to dwell with 
uncleannefs itfelf ? No, we might as well fuppofe light to have 
communion with darknefs, or Christ to have concord with 
BiJiaL But I pafs on to a 

Ti/W argutnent, which (hkll bp founded on the confide- 
ratton of the nature of that happinefs God has prepared for 
thofe that unfeignedly love him. 

To enter indeed on a minute and particular defcription of 

heaven, would be vain and pfefumptuous, fince we are told 

that ** eye hath nor feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it en^ 

teVed into the heart of man to conceive, the things that are 

4bcre prepared'* for the fincere followers of the holy Jesusj 

s. ^ R 4 even 
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even in this life, much lefs'in that which is to come. How- 
ever, this we may venture to affirm in general, that as God 
is a Spirit, fo the happinefs he has laid up for his people is 
fpiritual likewife ; and confequently, unlefs 'our carnal minds 
are changed, and fpiritualized, we can never be made meet 
to partake of that inheritance with the faints in light. 

It is true, we"taiay flatter ourfelves, that, fuppofing we con- 
tinue in our natural corrupt eftate, and carry all our lufis 
along with us, we (hould, notwithftanding^ relifh heaven, 
was God to admit us therein* And To we might, was it a 
Mahometan paradife, wherein we were to take our full fwing 
in fenfual delights. But fince its joys are^Aly fpiritual, and 
Tio unclean thing can poffibly enter fhofe blefled manfions, 
there is an abfolute neceffity of our being changed, and un- 
dergoing a total renovation of our depraiv^ natures, before 
we can have any tafte or reliih of thofe heavenly -pleafures. 

It is, doubtlefs, for this reafon, that the'apoflle declaiesit 
to be the irrevocable Jecrcce of the Almighty,: that "with- 
out holinefs, (without being made pure by regeneration, and 
having the image of God thereby reinftamped upon the foul) 
no man (hall fee the Lord.'' And it is very obfervable, that 
our divine Mafter, in the famous paiTage before referred to^ 
concerning the abfolute neceffity of regeneration, does, not 
fay,^ Unlefs a man be born again, he Jball n§U but <* unlefs 
a man be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God." It is founded in the very nature of things, diat unlefi 
we have difpofitions wrought in us fuitable to the objeds that 
are to entertain us, we can take no manner of complacency 
or fatiisfaaion in them. For inftance ; what delight can the 
inoft harmonious mufic afford to a deaf, or what pleafure can 
the moft excellent pidlure give to a blind man ? Can a tafle- 
lefs palate relifh the richeft dainties, or a filthy fwine be 
plcafed with the fincft garden of flowers ? No : and what 
reafon can be afligned for it ? An anfwer is ready j becaufe 
they have neither of them any tempers of nrind correfpondent 
or agreeable to what they are to be diverted with. And tHus 
it is with the foul hereafter : for death makes no more alte- 
ration 
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tation in the foul, than as it inlarges its faculties, and makes 
it capable of receiving deeper impreffions either of pleafure #r 
pain. If it delighted to converfc with God here, it will be 
tranfported with the fight of his glorious Majefty hereafter. 
If it was pleafed with the communion of faints on earth, it 
will be infinitely more fo with the communion and fociety of 
holy angels, and the fpirits of juft men made pcrfeft in hea- 
ven. But if the oppofite of all this be true, we may aflure 
ourfelves the foul could not be happy, was God himfelf to 
admit it (which he never will do) into .the regions of the 
blefiied. But it is time for me to hafien to the 

Fourth ailment, becaufe Christ's redemption will not 
lie complete in us, unle& we are new creatures* -, 

If we reflect indeed on the firft and chief end of our blefled 
Lord's coming, we ihall find it was to be a propitiation for 
our fins, to give his life a ranfom for many. But then, if 
.the benefits of our dear Rede«ner*s death were to extend no 
farther than barely to procure forgivenefs of our fins, we 
ihould have as little reafon to rejoice in it, as a poor con- 
demned criminal that is ready to perifii by fome fatal difeafe, 
would have in receiving a pardon from his judge* For cbri«> 
fiians would do well to confider, that there is not only a legal 
hinderance to our happinefs, as we are breakers of God's 
law, but alfo a moral impurity in our natures, which renders 
lis incapable of enjoying heaven (as hath been already proved) 
till fome mighty change have been wrought in us. It is ne- 
ceflary therefore, in order to make Christ's redemption 
compleat, that we fhould have a grant of God's holy Spirit 
to change our natures, and fo prepare us for the enjoyment 
of that happinefs our Saviour has purchafed by his precious 
blood. 

Accordingly the holy fcriptures inform us, that whom 
Christ juftifies, or whofe fins he forgives, and to whom he 
imputes his perfed obedience, thofe he alfo fan£tifies, purifies 
and cleanfes, and totally changeth their corrupted natures. 
As the fcripture alfo fpcaketh in another place, *« Christ is 

to 
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t» us jufiification^ faii£lificatioo, and then redemption/^ 
Bon 

Fourthly J Proceed we now to the next general thing pro- 
pofed, to draw fome inferences from what has been delivered. 
And, 

Firji^ If he that is in Christ be a -new creature, tkis may 
ferve as a reproof for thofe who reft in a bare perfbrmahcc of 
outward duties, without perceiving any xeal inward change of 
heart. 

We may bbferve a great ttiany perfons to be very 'pufiAuai 
in the regular* returns of public and private prayer, M likef 
wife of receiving: the holy communion, and perhaps now and 
then too in keepmg a faft. Biit here is the misfoltune^ they 
reft -barely in the ufe of the meart^, and think all is-^ver, 
'when they have thus complied with tliofe facred inftitutionss 
.whereas, were they rightly informed, they would confider,^ 
that ^\ the inftituted means of grace, as pfajrer,* faftingi 
hearing and reading the word of Got>, receiving the biefle4 
facramcnt, and fuch-likc, arc no farther ferviceable to US| 
than as they are found to make us inwardly bbtter^ lAd ta 
carry on the fpiritual life in the foul. 

It is true, they are moans ; but then they are only lileansi 
tbey are part, but not the whole of religion : for if ib^ who 
more religious than the Pharifee ? He faded twice ta die 
week,. and gave tythes of all that he poil'eiied, and yet was 
not juftified, as our Saviour himfelf informs us, in the fight 
of GoD» 

You perhaps, like the Pharifee, may faft often, and make 
long prayers ; you may, with Herody hear good fermons 
gWd^y- But yet, if you continue vain and triflings immoral 
or wpfldly-Qsinded, and differ from the reft of your neighr 
hours barely in going to church, or in complying with fome 
.outward performances, are you better than they ? No, in no 
^ifci you are by far much worfe ; for if you ufe ;heni, and 

at 
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sut the fame Ui^e abufe tbem, you thereby encourage others 
to think there is fiothing in thesn, and therefore nufl expcdt* 
tp receive the greater damnation. But, 

Sicondly^ If he that is in Christ be a new creature, then 
this may check the groundlefs prefumption of another clafs of 
profcffors, who reft hi the attainment of forne moral virtues, 
and faliely imagine they are good cbriftians, if they are ju{l 
in their dealings, (cmperate in their diet, smd. do no hurt ^ 
violence to 4<3y man* 

But if this was all that is requifite to make us chriftlans^ 
why Height daot the beatbens of c^d be good cbriftians, wha 
werfs rev^^rkal^le for tbefe virtues I or St. Paul h^(o([Q bii eon^ 
verf^on, who tells hs, that he lived in all good confcience? but 
Yfc find be reoiounces all idepend^nce on woiks pf this nature^ 
and only defires to be fout>d in Christ, and to know the 
power of his refurreftion^ or have an experimental proof of 
receiving the Hply Ghoft, purcbafed for him by the death, 
and jcnfured and applied to him by the refurrcdton of Jesus 
CURIST* 

The fum of the matter is this : chriftianity includes mora- 
lity, as grace does rfiafom-j. but if we arc only mcreMoralifts, 
if we are not inwardjy wrought upon, and changed by th^ 
powerful operations of the Holy Spirit, and our moral adions, 
proceed from a principle of a new nature, howeverwe may 
call ourfelves chriftiaps, we (ball be found naked at the great 
day, and in the number of thofe, who have neither Christ's 
rightcoufnefs imputed to them for their juftification in the 
fight, nor holTnefs enough in their fouls as the confequence 
of that, in order to make them meet for the enjoyment, of 
Goo. Nor J 

Thirdly^ Will this doflrine lefs condemn thofe, who reft in 
a partial amendment of tbemfelves, without eicperiencing 9 
thorough, real,, inward change of heart. 

Alittlf 
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A little acquaintance with the world will furoifli us with 
inftances, of no fmall number of perfons, who, perhaps, were 
before openly profane; but feeing the ill confequences of 
their vices, aiid the many worldly inconveniencies it has re- 
duced them to, on a fuddcn, as it were, grow civilized ; and 
thereupon flatter themfelves that they are very religious^ be- 
caufe they differ a little from their former felves, and are not 
fo fcandaloufly wicked as once they were : whereas, at the 
fame time, they (hall have fome fecret darling fin or other, 
fome beloved Dalilah or Herodias^ which they will not part 
with ; fome hidden luft, which they will not mortify; fome 
vicious habit, wliich they will not take pains to root out. But 
wouldft thou know, O vain man ! whoever thoa art, what 
the Lord thy God requires of thee? thou muft be informed, 
that nothing fhort of a thorough found converfioo will fit 
thee for the kingdom of heaven. It is not enough to turn 
from profanenefs to civility \ but thou muft turn from civility 
to godlinefs. Not only fome, but *^ all things muft become 
new*' in thy foul. It will profit thee but little to do many 
things, if yet feme one thing thou lackeft. In fliort, thou 
mud not only be an almoft, but altogether a new creature, 
or in vain thou boafteth that thou art a chriftian, 

Fcurthfyy If he that is in CHRisr be a new creature, dien 
this may be prefcribed as an infallible rule for every perfon of 
whatever denomination, age, degree or quality, to judge 
himrdf by ; this being the only folid foundation, whereon we 
can build a well-grounded afliirance of pardon, peacC| and 
happinefs. 

We may indeed depend on the broken reed of an external 
profeffion ; we may think we are good enough, if we lead 
fuch fober, honcft, moral lives, as many heathens did. We 
may imagine we are in a fafe condition, if we attend on the 
public offices of religion, and are conftanC in the duties of 
our cleats. But unlefs all tbefe tend to reform our lives, and 
change our hearts^ and are on!y ufed as fo many cbanneb of 
divine grace ; as I tol J you before, lo I tell you again, chri- 
ftianity will profit you nothings 
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Tutt each of us therefore ferioufly put this queftion to our 
hearts : Have we received the Holy Ghoft fince we believed i 
Are we new creatures in Christ, or no? At leaft, if we arc 
not fo yet, is it our daily endeavour to become fuch ? Do we 
conftantly and confcientioufly ufe all the means of grace re- 
quired thereto ? Do we faft, watch and pray ? Do we, not 
lazily feek, but laborioufly ftrive to enter in at the ftrait gate? 
In (hort, do we renounce our own righteoufnefs, take up our 
crofles and follow Christ i If fo, we are in that narrow 
way which leads to life ; the good feed is fown in our 
hearts, and will, if duly watered and nouriflied by a regular 
perfevering ufe of all the means of grace, grow up to eternal 
life. But on the contrary, if we have only heard, and know 
not experimentally, whether there i^ any Holy Ghoft ; if we 
are flrangers to fafting, watching, and prayer, and all the 
other fpiritual.exercifes of devotion 3 if we are content to go 
in the broad way, merely becaufe we fee moft ot)ier people 
do fo, without once refleding yyhether it be the right one or 
not ; in fliort, if we are ftrangers, nay enemies to the crofs 
•f Christ, by lives of worldly-mindedneis, and fenfual plea* 
fure, and thereby make others think, that chriftianity is but 
an empty name, a bare formal profeffion i if this be the cafe^ 
I fay, Christ is as yet dead in vain, to us ; we are under 
the guilt of our fins ; and are unacquainted with a true and 
thorough converfion* 

But beloved, I am perfuaded better things of you, and 
things that accompany falvation, though I thus fpeak; I 
would humbly hope that you are fmcerely perfuaded, th^t he 
who hath not the Spirit of Christ is none of his ; and that, 
unlefs the Spirit, which raifed Jesus from the dead, dwell in 
you here, neither will your mortal bodies be quickened by the 
iame Spirit to dwell with him hereafter. > 

Let me therefore (as was propofed in the Iq/i place} ear- 
neftly exhort you^ in the name of our Lord Jssus ChR|st» 
to a^ fuitable to thofe convidions, and to live a$ chriftjans, 
that are commanded in holy writ, to ^^ put off their former 
converfaiion . concerning the Old Map, and to put on the 

New 
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New Man, which is created after God in righteoufnefil and 
true holincfs." 

It muft be owned indeed, that this is a great and dlBailt 
work; but, bkfled be Go i>, it is not impoflible. Many 
thoufands of happy fouls have been afBfted by a divine power 
to bring it about, and why (hould we defpair of fuccefs ? b 
God's hand fliortened, that it cannot fare? Was hetheOoD 
of our Fathers, is he not the GoD of their children aifo ? Yesj 
doubtlefs, of their children alfo* It is a tafk likewife, tba« 
will put us to fofne pain ; it will oblige us to part with fome 
luft, to break with fome friend, to mortify fome beloved paf- 
fion, which may be exceeding dear to us, and perhaj^ as bard 
to leave, as to cut oft' a right-hand, or pluck out a right-eye. 
But what of aU this ? Will not the being made a real living 
member of Christ, a chiFd of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven, abundantly make amends for all this 
trouble ? Undoubtedly it will. 

The fetting about and carrying on this great and neceflary 
,work, perhaps may, nay afluredly will expofe us alfo to thtf 
ridicule of the unthinking part of mankind, who will won* 
der, that we run not into the fame excefs of riot with thcm-^ 
felves ; and becaufe we deny our finful appetites, and are not 
conformed to this world, being commanded in fcripture to do 
the one, and to have our converfation in heaven, in oppo- 
fition to the other, they may count our lives folly, and our 
end to be without honour. But will not the being numbered 
among the faints, and (hining as the ftars for cter and ever, 
Ije a more than fufficient recompenfe for all the ridicule, ca- 
lumny, or reproach, we can poffibly meet with here i 

indeed, was there no other reward attended a thorough 
converfion, but that peace of God, which is the unavoidable 
ccnfequence of it, and which, even in this life, •• pafletb ail 
underttanding," we (hould have great reai'on to rejoice. But 
when we confxder, that this is the leaft of thofe mercies God 
has prepared for thofe that are in Christ, and become new 
creatures 5 that, this is but the beginuirg of art eternal fuc- 

ccifion 
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ceiHon of pleafures ; that the day of our deaths, which the 
unconverted, unrenewed finner muft fo much dread, will be, 
«s it were, but the firft day of our new births, and open to 
us an everlafting fcene of happinefs and conafort ; in (hort, if 
we remember, that they who are regenerate and born again^ 
have a real title to all the glorious promifes of the gofpel, 
and are infallibly certain of beipg as happy, both here and 
hereafter, as an all-wife, all-gracious, all-powerful GoD can 
make them i methinks, every one that has but the leaft con- 
cern for the falvation of his precious and immortal foul, 
having fuch promifes, fuch an hope, fuch an eternity of hap- 
pinefs {6t before him, (hould never ceafe watching, praying, 
and ftriving, till he find a real, inward, faving change 
wrought in his heart, and thereby doth know of a truth, that 
he dwells in Christ, and Christ in him ; that he is a new 
creature, therefore a child of God ; that he is already an in- 
heritor, and will ere long be an adual pofTelTor of the king- 
dom of heaven. 

Which God of his infinite m^cy grant,, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

.To whom, &c. 
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SERMON L. 

Chriftians, Temples of the living God. 



2 Coiu vi. 1 6. 

Te are the Temple of the living Go J. 

^ S A I A H, fpeaking of the glory of gofpel days, faid, *^ Men 
» have not heard nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the 
re feen, O Goo, befides thee, what he hath prepared for 
m that waiteth for him." Cha|>. Ixiv. 4. Could a world 
ixig in the wicked one, be really convinced of this, they 1 
ould need no other nnotive to induce them to renounce 
lemfelves, take up their crofs^ and follow j£sus Christ. 
nd had believers this trpth always deeply imprefTed upon 
leir fouls, they could not but abftain from every evil, be con* 
hually aipiring after every good ; and in a word, ufe all 
iligence to walk worthy of Him who hath called them jto his 
ingdom and glory. If I miftake not, that is the «nd pur- 
Ofed by the apoftle Paul, in the words of the text, " Ye are 
he temple of the living God." Words originally direflcd to 
bis church of Cortnih, but which equally belong to us, and 
our children, and to as many as the Lord our God (hall 
all. To ^We you the true meaning of, and then pradically 
improve ihcm^ ihall be qiy endeavour in the following 
iifcourfe. 

//r/?, I fiiall cnde^ivour to give you -the true meaning of thefe 
vords, *• Ye are the temple of the living God." The 
9cpreffion undoubtedly is' metaphorical, or figurative : but 

Vol. VI. S imd^r 
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under the metaphor, fomcthing real, and of infinite im« 
portance, is to be underftood. And there feems to be a 
manifcft allufion, not only to what we call temples or churches 
in general, but to the Jewi/h UmpU in particular. I truft, 
that but few, if any here, need be informed, that the prepa- 
rations for this edifice were exceedingly grand, that it was 
modelled and built by a divine order, and when compleated, 
was feparated from common ufes, and dedicated to the fervico 
of the incomprehcnfible Jehovah, with the utmoft folcmnity. 

It is thus that chriftians are ** the temple of the living 
God," of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft j they who once held 
a confultation to create, are all ecjually concerned in making 
preparations for, and efFefiually bringing ^bout the redemption 
of man. The Father crciitis, the Son redeems, and the 
Holy Ghoft fanftifies all the ele<a people of Gop. Being 
loved from eternity, they are eflFeaually called in time, thcj 
are chofen out of the world, and not only by an external 
formal dedication at baptifm, or at the Lord's fupper, but by 
a free, voluntary, unconftrained oblation, they devote 
themfelves, fpirit, foul, and body, to the entire fervipc of Him, 
who hath loved and given himfeU for them, 

This is true and undefiled religion before God our heavenly 
Father : This is the real chriftian's reafonahk fervicey or, ai 
jTome think the word imports, this is the fervice required of iif 
in the word ot God. It implies no lefs than a total renuncia* 
tion of ihe world ; in fliort, turns the chriftian's whole lifi^ 
into one continued facrifice of love to God ; fo that, ** whether 
he eats or drinks, he does a|l to his glory." Not that I 
would hereby ipfinuate, that to be chriftians, or to keep to the 
words of our texj, in order to be temples of the-living GoQy 
we muft become hermits, or ihut ourfelyes up in nunneries of' 
cloyfters ; this be far from me ! No. The religion, whig^ 
this bible in my hand prcfcribes, is a focial religion, a religion 
equally pVa£licable by high and low, rich and poor, and 
which abfolutely requires a due difcharge of all relative duties, 
.in wbatfoever ftdte of life Qop (ball be pleafed to place 9xk^ 
continue us* 

5 That 
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That fomc, in all ages of the church, have literally feparated 
thcmfclves from the world, and from a fincere defire to favc 
their fouls, and attain higher degrees of chriftian perfeftion,' 
have wholly devoted themfelves to folitude and retirement, is 
what I make no doubt of. But then fuch a zeal is in no wife 
according to knowledge ; for private chriftians, as well as 
miniftcrs, are faid to be ** the fait of the earth, and the lights 
tf the world," and are commanded to " let their light ihine 
before men," But how can this be done, if we (hut ourfelves 
up, and thereby entirely exclude ourfelves from all manner 
of converfatron with the world ? Or fuppofing we could take 
the wings of the morning, and fly into the moft diftant and 
defolate parts of the earth, what would this avail us, unlefs 
we could agreie with a wicked heart and wicked tempter not 
to purfue and'moleft us there.?' 

So far (hould we be from thus getting cafe and comfort, 
that I believe we fhould on the contrary foon find by our 
experience the truth of what a hermit himfelf once told me, 
that a tree which ftands by itfelf, is moft expofed and liable 
to the ftrongeft blafts. When our Saviour was to be tempted 
by the devil, he was led by the Spirit into the wildernefs. 
How" Contrary this to their pradice, who go into a wildernefs 
to ^votd temptation ! Surely fuch are unmindful of the 
petition put up for us by our bleffed Lord, ** Father, I pray 
not that thou wouldft take them out of the world, but that 
Aou wouldft keep them from the evil." This then is* to be 
a chriftian indeed ; to be in the world, and yet not of it ; to 
have dur hinds, according to our refpe£tive ftations in life, 
employed on earth, and our hearts at the fame time fixed on 
things abfiVe. Then, indeed, are we *' temples of the living 
God,** when with a humble boldnefs, we can fay with a 
great and good foldier 6f Jesus Christ, we are the fame 
in the parlour, as we are in the clofet ; and can at night 
throw off our cares, as we throw off our cloaths ; and beings 
at peace with the world, ourfelves, and God, are indifferent 
whether we fleep or die. 

Farther, the Jewifti temple was a houfe of prayer. ** My 
Koufe (fays the Great God) (hall be called a houfc of prayer :" 
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and !m{ilic3 that the hcaits of true believers 'are the fnCt' of 

prayer. For this end was it built, and adorned with fuch fur^ 

nicure. Solomon^ in that admirable prayer which he put up to 

CiCiiJ at ihc dedication of the temple, faith, " Hearken therefor* 

unto the fu implication of thy fervant, and of thy people If^etl^ 

which they (hall make towards this place." And hence I 

fuppofe it was that Daniel^ that man greatly beloved, in the 

time of captivity, *^ prayed as aforetime three times a day with 

hib face towards the temple." And v. hat was faid of the £rft, 

pur LoRU applies to the fecond temple, '^ My hofife iball be 

called a houl'e of prayer." On this account glfo, true 

believers may be ftiled, "the temple of the living God," 

For being wholly, devoted and dedicated to Qo^,»evep a Gofl 

in Christ, their heart becomes the feats of grayer, from 

whence, as lo many living altars, a perpetual facrifice of 

prayer unil praife (like unto, tho' infinitely fuperior to the 

perpetual oblation under the Mofarc difpenCaiion) is conti? 

jiually afcending, and offered up, to the Father of Mercies^ 

the Gop of all Confolations. Such, and fuch only, wbp 

thus woiihip God in the temple of their hearts, can truly be 

faid to be made priefts unto God, or be ftiled a royal prieft- 

hood ; fuch, and fuch only, can truly be ftiled, ^^ the temple 

of the living God," becaufe fuch only pray to him, as .one 

txpirflls it, in the temple of their hearts, and coDfequendj 

woilhip him in fpirit and in truth* 

let. no one fay that fuch a devotion is impraAicable, or at 
tear, only practicable by a few, and thqfe fuch who have 
nothing to do with the common affairs of life | for this is the 
coiv.moa duty and privilege of all true chrifiians. "To pray 
withv>ur ceafmg," and *• to rejoice in the Lord alw^s,'* are 
precepts equally obligatory on all that name the name of 
CviRisT. And though it muft be owned, that it is hard for 
jverfons that are immerfed in the world, to fervc the LqrP 
\k'i:hout u urajllon ; and though we muft confefi, that the 
lamp or d;rvc:i:?.'^, even in the beil of faints, focnstiiiics burns 
too ciiT.lv, yet thofe who are the temple of the living GoP, 
fioJ p'- . ;fr to b* their very element : And when thofe who 
mile iz s jbjedic::, v;ace cQir,; i;: lev? priver, as fame ua- 
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ikappy liien iovt fwearing, tbcy will fiad fio more difficulty ih 
praying to^ and pfaifing God ahways, thah thcfe unhappy 
ereatures do in curfing and fwearing always. What hath 
been advanced^ is far from being a ftate peculiar to perfons 
irholly retired ftom the world. 

My breihrcBi the love of Gon is all in all. When oncci 
|k)ffefled of this, as we certainly muft be, if we are " the 
temple of the living God/' meditation, prayer, praife, and 
irther fpiritual exercifes, become habitual and delightful. When 
Onte touched With this divine magnet^ for ever after the foul 
feels a divine attractions and continually turns to its centre, 
God ; and if diverted thc'refrdim, by any fuidden or violent 
temptation, yet when that obftruflion is removed, like as z 
needle touched by a loadftone when your finger is taken awayjj 
turns to its reft^ its centre, itfi God, its All, again. 

The Jewifli temple was alfo a place where the Great 
Jehovah was plcafed in a more immediate manner to refide* 
Hence, he is faid to put and record his name there, and to fit 
or dwell between the cherubims ; and when Solomon firft 
dedicated it, we are told, " the houfe was filled with a 
cloud, fo that the priefts could not fiand to mlnifter by reafon 
of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord had filled the houfe.*' 
And wherefore atll this amazing manifeftation of the Divine 
Glory ? Even for this, O man, to fliew thee how the High 
tnd Lofty One that inbabiteth eternity, would make believers 
hearts his living temple, and dwell and make his abode in all 
thofe that tremble at his word. 

'To this, the apoftle more particularly alludes in the words 
Immediately following our text ; for having called the 
Corinthians '* the temple of the living God," he adds, " as 
God hath faid, I will dwell in them, and I will walk in th'em^ 
and I will be their God^ and they (ball be my people." 
Strange and ftrong expreffions thefe ! But ftrange and ftrong 
as they are., muft be experienced by all who are indeed •* the 
temple of the living God." For they are faid, to be " chofen 
to be a holy harbitation through the Spirit ; to dwell in God, 
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and Go]> in them ; to have the witnefs in themfdvef, anj 
to have God's Spirit witneffing with their fpiriu that they are 
the children of God." Which expreffions import no more 
or lefs, than that prayer of our Lord which he put up for 
his church and people a little before his bitter paffion^ ^^ That 
they may be one, even as we are one, I in them, and thou 
in me, that they may be made perfe^ in one :" This glori- 
ous pafTage our church adopts in her excellent communioa 
office, and is fo far from thinking that this was only the pri- 
vilege of the apoftles, that ihe aflerts in the ftrongeft terms, 
that it is the privilege of every worthy communicant. For 
then (fays (be) if we receive the facrament worthily, we are 
one with Christ, and Christ is one with us ; we dwell in 
Christ, and Christ in us. And what is it, but that inr 
fpiration of the Holy Spirit, which we pray for in the begin- 
fling of that office, and that fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft, 
which the minifter, in the conclufion of every day's public 
prayer, entreats the Lord to be with us all evermore i 

Brethren, the time would fail me to mention all the fcrip«f 
tures, and the various branches of our liturgy, articles, and 
homilies, that fpeak of this ineftimable bleffing, the indwell- 
ing of the blefled Spirit, whereby we do indeed become, *' tbc 
temples of the living God." If you have eyes that fee, or 
ears that hear, you may view it almofl: in every page of the 
lively oracles, and every part of thofe offices, which fome of you 
daily ufe, and hear read to you, in the public worfhip of Al- 
mighty God, In aflferting therefore this dodlrine, we do not 
vent the whimfies of a difordered brain, and heated imagi- 
nation ; neither do we broach any new doflrines, or fet up 
the peculiar opinions of any particular fe£): or denomination 
of chriftians whatfoever 5 but we fpeak the words of truth 
and fobernefs, we fhew you the right and good old way, even 
that, in which the articles of all the reformed churches, and 
all fincere chriftians of all parties, however differing in other 
refpecls, do univerfally agree. We are now infifting upon a 
point, which may properly be termed the chriftian JhibboUth^ 
fomething which is the grand criterion of our moft holy re- 
ligion \ and on account of which, the holy Ignatius^ one of 

the 
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the firft fathws of tlic church, was ufcd to ftile hirtifelf^ ,* 
iiarer of GoD^ and the people to whom he wrote, bearers of 
God : For this^ as it is recorded of him, he was arraigned 
before Trajan^ who imperioufly faid, Where is this man, that 
fiiys^ he carries GoD about with him. With an humble 
boldnefs he anfwered, I am he, and then quoted the paflage 
in the text ** Ye are the temple of the living God ; as God ' 
hath faid, I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I 
will be their God, and they fhall be my people." Upoft 
this, to cure him of his enthufiafmi he was condemned to ht 
devoured by lions. 

' Blefled be God ! we are not in danger of being tailed be* 
fore fuch perfecuting Trojans now : under our prefent mild 
and happy adminiftration, the fcourge of the tongue is all 
that they can legally lafh us with. But if permitted to go 
farther, we need not be afhamed of witnefflng this good con- 
feffion. Suffering grace will be given for fufFering times ; and 
if^ like Ignatius^ we are bearers of God, we alfo (hall be ena- 
bled to fay with him, when led to the devouring lions. Now 
I begin to be a difciple of Christ. 

But it is time for me. 

Secondly^ To make fome praAical improveitient of what ha^ 
been delivered. You have heard in what fenfe it is that real 
chrifiians are •* the temple of the living God." Shall I a(k. 
Believe ye thefe things ? I know and am perfuaded that fome 
of you do indeed believe them, not becaufe I have told you, 
but becaufe you yourfelves have experienced the fame. 

I congratulate you from my inmoft foul. O that your 
hearts may be in tune this day to '* magnify the L6RD," and 
your fpirits prepared to " rejoice in GoD your Saviour." 
Like the Virgin Mary^ you are highly favoured^ and from 
henceforth all the generations of God's people fhall call yott 
blefled. You can call Christ, Lord, by the Holy Ghoft, 
and thereby have an internal, as well as external evidence of 
the divinity, both of his perlbn, and of his holy wold. You 
. S 4 can 
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can now prove that defptfcdj book, emphatically eaHed Tbe 
Scriptures, doth contain the perfedt and acceptable will of 
God. You have found the fecond JJam to be a quickening 
fpirit ; He hath raifed you from death to life. And being 
thus taught, and born of God, however unlearned in othcf 
rcCpeas, you can fay, *' Is not this the Christ ?" O ia- 
cfFable bleffing I inconceivable privilege ! God*s fpirit wit- 
nefleth with your fpirits, that you are the children of GoD« 
When you think of this^ are ypu not ready to cry out with 
the beloved difciple, '• What manner of love is this, that we 
ihould be called the children of GoD !" I believe that holjp 
man was in an extafy when he wrote thefe words ; and tho^ 
he has been in heaven fo long, yet his extatic furprize is but 
now beginning, and will be but as beginning through tbe agc»: 
of eternity. Thus ihall it be with all you likewife, whoai 
the high snd lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, bath made bit 
living temples. For He hath fealed you to the day of redemp- 
tion, and hath given you the earned of your future inhect'^ 
tance. His eyes and heart fhall therefore be upon you con^ 
tinually : and in fpite of all oppofition from men or devils, 
the top-flpne of this fpirituaul building (ball be brought fortb,. 
and you fhall (hout Grace, grace unto it : your bodies (hall 
be fafliloned like unto the Redeemer's glorious body, and 
your fouls,. in which (O infinite condefcenfion !) He now de- 
lights to dwell, fhall be filled with all the falnefs of Goo. 
You (hall then go no more out ; you &all then no more 
need the light of the fun or the light of the moon, for tbe 
Lord himfelf will be youf temple, and the Lamb in the midffc 
thereof fhall be your glory. Dearly beloved in the Lord^ 
what fay you to thefe things? Do not your hearts bunk 
within you whilft thinking of thefe deep, but glorious truth* 
of God. Whilfl I am mufmg, and fpeaking of them, me?- 
thinks a fire kindles even in this cold, icy heart of mine : Q 
what fhall we render unto the Lord for all thefe mercies t 
Surely He hath done great things for us : How great is hia 
goodnefs, and his bounty! O the heighth, the depth, the 
length, and the breadth of the love of God ! Surely it pafTctb 
knowledge. O for humility ! and a foul-abafing, GoD-.ex- 
alting fenfc of thefe things 1 When the blcflVd virgin w^nt. 
6 into 
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Into the bill country, to pay a vifit to her' coufini SRtabeiB^ 
amazed at fach a favour, (he cried out, ^ Whence is it that 
the mother of my Lord vouchfafes to come to me ?** And 
when the great Jehovah filled the temple with his glory, out 
of theL abundance of his heart, king Solomon burft forth into 
this pathetic exclamation, ** But will God in very deed dwell 
with men on the earth ?" With how much greater aftonifh- 
ment ought we to fay. And will the Lord himfelf in very 
deed come to us ? Will the high and lofty One that inha- 
biteth eternity, dwell in, and make our earthly hearts his li- 
ving temples? My brethren, whence Is this? From any. 
fitnefs in us forefeen ? No, I know you difclaim fuch an un- 
becoming thought. Was it then from the improvement of 
cur own free-will ? No, I am perfuaded you will not thus 
debafe the riches of God's free grace. Are you not all ready 
to fay. Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy free, thy un- 
merited, thy fovereign, diftinguifhing love and mercy, O 
Lord, be all the glory. It is this, and this alone, hath madd 
the difference between us and others. We have nothing but 
what is freely given us from above : if we Uve God, it 19 
bccaufe God firft loved us. Let us look, then unto the rock 
from whence we have been hewn, and the hole of the pit 
from whence we have been digged. And if there be any con- 
folation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellow(hip 
of the fpirit, if any bowels and mercies, let us ftudy and 
ftriVe to walk as becometh thofe who are made the temples 
of the living God, or, as the apoftle clfewhere exprefleth him- 
felf, " a holy temple unto the Lord." What manner of 
perfons ought fuch to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs? 
How holily and how purely (hould we live ! As our apoftle 
ajgues in another place, " For what fellowfhip hath righte- 
oufnefs with unrighteoufnefs ? What cornmunion hath light 
with darknefs ? Or what concord harh Christ with Belial V* 
Shall thofe who are temples of the living God, fuffer them- 
felves to be dens of thieves and cages of unclean birds ? 
Shall vain unchafte thoughts be fufFered to dwell withici 
them ? much lefs (hall any thing that is impure be conceived 
or afted by them ? Shall we provoke the Lord to jealoufy ? 
God forbid ! We all know with what diftingulflied ardot* 
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•ur blefled Redeemer purged an esurthly temple | a zeal for 
his father's houre even eat him up : with what a holy vehe* 
mence did be overturn the tables of the money-changers, and 
fcourge the buyers and fellers out before him ! Why i They 
made his father's houfe a houfe of merchandife : they had 
turned the houfe of prayer into a den of thieves. 

O my brethren, how often have you and t been guilty of 
this great evil ? How often have the luft of the fleih, the luft 
of the eye, and the pride of life, infenfibly ftolen away our 
hearts from God i Once they were indeed boufes of prayer } 
faith, hope, love, peace, joy, and all the other fruits of the 
blefled Spirit lodged within them ; but now, O now, it may 
be, thieves and robbers. Hinc ilia lacbryma. Hence thofi; 
hidings of God's face, that drynefs, and deadnefs, and bar* 
rennefs of foul, thofe wearifome nights and days, which many 
of us have felt from time to time, and have been made to 
groan under. Hence thofe dolorous and heart-breaking com- 
plaints, *' O that I knew where I might find him ! O that 
it was with me as in days of old, when the candle of the 
Lord (hone bright upon my foul I" Hence thofe domeftic 
trials, thofe perfonal lofles and difappointments : and to this 
perhaps feme of us may add, hence all thofe public rebukes 
with which we have been vifited : they are all only as io 
many fcourges of fmall cords in the lov'mg Redeemer's hands,, 
to fcourge the buyers and fellers out of the temple of our 
hearts. O that we may know the rod and who hath ap* 
pointed it ! He hath chaftifed us with whips : may we be 
wife, and by a more clofe and circumfpe£t walk prevent his 
chaftifing us in time to come with fcorpions ! But who is 
Sufficient for this thing ? None but thou, O Lord, to whom 
alone all hearts are open, all defires known, and from whom, 
»o fecrets are hidden ! Cleanfe thou therefore the thoughts 
of our hearts by the infpiration of thy blefled Spirit, that 
henceforward we may more perfectly love thee, and more, 
worihily magnify thy holy name ! 

But are not fome of you ready to objed, and to fear, that 
the Lord hath forgotten to be gracious, that be bath (but 
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Up his loving kihdnefs in difpleafure, and that he will be ho 
more entreated ? Thus the pfalmift once thought, when vi« 
itted for his backflidings with God's heavy ha'nd. But ho 
Ibcknowledged this to be his infirmity; and whether you. think 
of it or no, I tell you, this is your infirmity. O ye dejeded, 
defponding, diflruftfu! fouls, hear ye the word of the Lord, 
and call to. mind his wonderful declarations of old to his peo* 
pie. '^ I, even I am He that blotteth out thy tranfgreffions : 
for a fmall moment have I forfaken th^, but with everlafting 
mercies will I gather thee. Can a woman forget her fuck- 
ing child i Yes (he may, but the Lord will not forget you, 

ye of little faith. For as a father pitieth his own chil- 
dren, fo doth the Lord pity them that fear him« How (hall 

1 give thee up, O Ephraim? How Ihall I make thee as Admah? 
How fhall I fet thee as Zihoim ? " And what is the re- 
ifilc of all thcfe interrogations ? ** My repentings are kind- 
led together : I will not return to execute the fiercenefs of my 
%nger againft Ephraim : For I am God, and not man/' And 
is not the language of all thefe endearing paflages, like that 
of Jofiph to his fclf-convi£led, troubled brethren i «' Come 
near to me." O that it may be faid of you, as it is faid of 
them, *' And they came near unto him." Then (hpuld you 
find by happy experience, that the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, is indeed flow to anger and of great 
kindnefs, and repenteth him of the evil. Who knows but 
he may come down this day, this hour, nay this mo- 
ment, and fuddenly revifit the temple of your hearts I WhQ 
knows but he may revive his work in your precious fouls, 
caufe you to return to your firft love, help you to do your 
firft works, and even exceed your hopes, and caufe the glory 
of this fecond vifitation even to furpafs that glory which filled 
your hearts, in that happy, never to be forgotten day, in 
which he firft vouchfafed to make you his living temples i 
Even fo. Father, let it feem good in thy fight ! 

But the improvement of our fubje£l muft not end here. 
Hitherto I have been giving bread to the children ; and it is 
my meat and drink fo to do : but muft nothing be faid to 
tbofe of you who are without i I mean to fuch who cannot 
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yet tiji that they sre ^< the temple 6f the Ihrkig God/ 
And O how greats put you all together, may the number of 
you be : by far, in all probability, the greateft part of thii 
auditory. Say not I am uncharitable i the God of trutk| 
bath faid it, *^ Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way^ 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" Suf&r 
me to fpeak plainly to you^ my brethren | you have heard 
what has been faid upon the words of our text, and what 
snuft be wrought in us, ere we can truly fay that we ard 
*• the temple of the living God." Is it fo with you ? Are yd 
feparaied from the world and worldly tempers t Are your 
hearts become houfes of prayer ? Doth the Spirit of Gotf 
dwell in^your fouls ? and whether you eat or drinkj or what« 
foever you do, as to the habitual bent of your mifidi, dd 
you do all to the glory of God ? Thefe are fllort, but plaiiv 
and let me tell you very important queftions. Whit anfweT 
can you make to them ? Say not, *• Go thy way* afid at a 
more convenient feafon I will call for thee.'' I will not, I 
muft not fuiFer you to put me o(F fo ; I demand an anfwer itf 
the name of the Lord of Hofls* What fay ye i Methinks, 
I hear you fay. We have been dedicated to God in baptifoiy 
we go to church or meeting, we fay our prayers, repeat oot 
creeds, or have fubfcribed the articles, and the confeffion of 
faith ; we are quite orthodox, and great friends to the doc^ 
trines of grace ; we do no body any harm« we are hoiieft mo^ 
nl people, we are churc-hmembers, we keep up family- 
prayer, and conllantly go to the table of the LoHD." Ail 
thefe things are good in their places. But thu^ far, naf 
much farther may you go, and yet be far from the kiogdont 
ef God. The unprofitable fervant did no one any harm ) 
and the foolifb virgins had a lamp of an outvirard profeffion^ 
and went up even to heaven's gate, calling Christ, ** Liord, 
lord." Thefe things may make you whited fepulchres, but 
not *' the temples of the living God.** Alas ! Alas ! ontf 
thing you yet lack, the one chief thing, and without which 
all is nothing ; I mean th^ indwelling of God's bl^ed Spi- 
rit, without which you can never become *^ the temples of 
the living God." 

i^wakc 
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Awake therefore^ y^ deceived formalifts^ awake $ vdbOf 
irainly puffed up with your model of performances, boafttnglj 
cry out, " The temple of the Lo&d, the temple of the LoRp, 
the tcm'ple of the Lord arc we." Awake, ye outward-count 
worfhippers : ye are building on a fandy foundation : take 
Jieed left you alfo go to hell by the very door of heaven. Be* 
hcdd, and remeqiber, I have told you before. 

And as for you who have done none of thefe things, who 
inftead of making an outward profef&on of religion, have as 
it were renounced your baptifm, proclaim your fin like Sa^^ 
doniy and wilfully and daringly live as without God in the 
world J I afk you, how can you think to efcape, if you perlifl: 
in negle£ling fuch a great falvation. Verily, I (hould utterly 
defpair of your ever attaining the blelTed privilege of being 
temples of the living God, did I not hear of thoufands, who ' 
through the grace of God have been tranflated from a like 
ftate of darlcnefs into his marvellous light. Such, fays the 
apoftl^ Pauly writing to thefe very Corinthians who were now 
God's living temples, (drunkards, whoremongers, adulterers, 
and fuch like) ^^ fuch were fome of you. But ye are wafhed, 
but ye are fandified, but ye are juftiiied in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.'' O that the 
fame blefled Spirit may this day vouchfafe to come and pluck 
you alfo as brands out of the burning ! Behold, I warn you 
to flee from the wrath to come. Go home, and meditate on 
thefe things; and think whether it is not infinitely better, 
even here, to be temples of the living God, than to be bond- 
^aves to every brutifh luft, and to be led captive by the de<- 
yil at his will. The Lord Jesus can, and if you fly to 
him for refuge, he will fet your fouls at liberty. He hath 
}ed captivity captive, he bath afcended up on high, on pur« 
pofe to receive this gift of the blefled Spirit of God for ment 
«* even for the rebellious," that he might dwell in your heart! 
t>y faith here, and thereby prepare you to dwell with Him 
wd all the heavenly hoft in his kingdom hereafter. 

That this may be the happy lot of you all, may God of 
\k\9 infinite mercy grant, for the fake of bis <^ear Son Christ 

Jesus 
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Jssvs our Lord ; to whom with the Father, and the bleflcd 
Spirit, three perfons, but one God, be afcribed all power, 
might, majefty, and dominion, now and for evermore* 
Amen ! and Amen ! 
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Chuist the only Prtfervative againft a Re- 
probate Spirit* 



2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

Kncnn; ye not your ownfehes^ how that Jesus Christ w; 
: inyou^ except ye he Reprobates. 

TH £ do£lrines of the gofpel are doflrines of peace, and 
they bring comfort to all who believe in them ; they 
vc^ not like the law given by Mofes^ which confifted of 
troublefome and painful ceremonies '; neither do they carry 
vith -them that terror which tlie law did; as, ^* curfed Is 
every one who continuefh not to do all things which are 
written in the book of the law :" If you were to keep the 
whole law, and break but in otie point, you are guilty of the 
breach of all. The law denounces threatnings againft all who 
do not conform to her &f\& commands; but the gofpel is 
a declaration of grace, peace and mercy ; here you have an 
account of the blood of Christ, blood which fpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel ; for AbeFs blood cried aloud for 
vengeance, vengeance : But Jesus Christ's crieth mercy, 
mercy, niercy upon the guilty finner. If he comes to Christ, 
confefles and forfakes his fin, then Jesus will have mercy 
upon him : And if, my brethren, you are but fenfible of your 
fins, convinced of your iniquities, and feel yourfelves loft, 
undone finners, and come and tell Christ of your loft 
Cpndition^ you will foon find how ready he is to help you ; 

he 



he will give you his fpirit ; and if you have his fpirit you can* 
not be reprobates : you will find his fpirit to be quickening 
and refre(hing$ not like the fpirit of the world, a fpirit (i 
reproach, envy> and all uncharitablenefs. 

Moft of your own experiences will confirm the truth hereofi 
for are. not you reproached and flandercd, and does not the 
world fay all manner of evil againfl you, merdy becaufe yon 
follow Jesus Christ ; becaufe you will not go to the fame 
cxcefs of riot with them ? While they are finging the fongs of 
the drunkard, you are finging pfalms and hymns : while they 
•^Afe-at a piayheuii?) you are heafing a fermon ! while they art 
drinking, revelling and mifpending their precious time, and 
bafiening on their own deftrudion, you are reading, praying, 
meditating, and working oilt your falVation with fear and 
trembling. This is matter enough for a world to reproach 
]K)u.^ you'are.notTp6lite and'fafiiionable enough Y<tt'Hi.em. If 
you will live godly,' you muft fuffer perfecution ^ youmuflnot 
expert to go through this world without being perfecuted^d 
Kvikd» If ypi^ were of the world, the world wou}dJ.ove^) 
for it always loves its own ; but if you are not of the wprhl,' it 
will hate ypu^ it has done (bin all ages, it never lovecl aay 
but thofe who were plcafed with its vanities and alluremcBtk 
It has been the. death of m^tiy a lover of Jesus, jp^y 
becaufe they have loved him : And, therefore, my brethren, do 
Dot be furpilzed if you meet.vfith a^ery trial, for. all ihfA 
things will be a^ means of (js^^iding you to your soj^fier tbt 
foiuier. 

The fpirit. of the world is hatred ;. thatof Chk^t is love; 
the fpirit of the world is vexation i that of- Christ ii 
pleafure : the fpirit of the world is forrow ; that of Christ 
IS joy : the fpirit of the world is evil, and that of Christ is 
good : the fpirit. of the world will never fatisfy us, but 
Christ's fpirit is all fatisfadlion ; the fpirit of the world is 
mifcry ; that of Christ is eafe^ In one word, the (jpirit of 
the world has nothing lading ; but the fpirit. of Christ if 
iufab.le, and will laft throggh an eternity of ages : the. fpirit 
mf Christ will remove every jiifficulty, fausfy every doubt, 

and- 
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sind he a itieatis of bringing you to hlmrelF, to live witli hint 
Tot ever and ever. 

Frotti the words of my textj I fliall {hew you^ 

i. The neceffity of receiving the fpirit of CHRist. 

• ■ * 
TI. Who Christ isj whofc fpirit you are to receiver 

And then 

Shall Conclude with art exhortation to all of you, high and 
tbw, rich and poor, to come untg the Lord Jesus CHiti^t^ 
:ind to beg that you tftiy receive Bis fpirit, fo that yoii may not 
(fe reprobates. 

Pir^y i am to (he* yoti the heceffit^ thete is of receiving 
jihc fpirit <j{ GriRjst. 

And hete; hiy brethren^ it will be neceffary t6 confidcr you 
as in your firft ftate j that is, when God ftrft created JJam^ 
and placed biiniri the gardcft of Eden, and gave him a privilege 
bf eatiftg of all thd trees in the garden, except the tree of 
KiiOwIedge of good and evil, Which flood in the midft thereof. 
Oilr firft parents had not Keen bng in this fiate of innocence,* 
l^fore they fell frotti it, they broke the divine cdmmands, and 
Involved all their pofterity irt guilt; for ^s Adam was oujt 
feprefentatiVej fo We were to ftand or fall in him 5 and as he 
Was our fbedetal head^ his falling involved ail oar race linder 
ibe powei* of death, for death ^ame into the world by fm ; and 
we all became liable to the eternal punifhment duefrO'm QpP^ 
^r man's difobedience to thd divine command. 

Now 2ii mari had Hnned,' and a fatisfa£lion was demanded, it 
ivaa impoffible for a finite creattrre to fatisfy him, who was 
a God of fottri(Jl purity as not to behold iniquity : 4nd man 
by thfe juftice of God would have been fent down into thd 
pit> v^hich wa^ prepared of old for the devil and^his angels; 
but when juftice was going to pafs*the irrevotable fentence, 
rtcn the Lord JesuS Christ came and offered himfelf 
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a ranfom for poor finners. Here was admirable condefcenfion 
of the Lord Jesus Christ ! that he who was in the bofom 
of his father, (hould come down from all that glory, to die for 
fuch rebels as you and I are, who if it lay in our power, would 
pull the Almighty from his throne : Now can you think that 
if there was no need of Christ's death, can you think that if 
there could have been any other ranfom found, whereby poor 
finners might have been faved, God would not have fpared 
his only begotten Son, and not have delivered him up for all 
that believe in him ? 

This, my brethren, I think proves to a demonftration, that 
it was neceffai-y for Christ to die : But confider, it will be 
of no fervice to know that Christ died for Tinners, if you do 
not accept of his fpirit, that you may be fan£tified, and fitted 
for the reception of that Jesus, who died for all thofc who 
believe in him. The fin of your nature, your original fin, is 
fufficient to fink you into torments, of which there will be no 
end i therefore unlefs you receive the fpirit of Christ you are 
reprobates, and you cannot be favcd ; Nothing {hort of the 
biood of Jesus applied to your fouls, will make you happy to 
all eternity : Then, feeing this is fo abfolutely neceilary, that 
you cannot be faved without having received the fpirit of 
Christ, but that ye are reprobates, do not reft contented 
'till you have good hopes, through grace, that the good work 
is begun in your fouls ; that you have received a pardon fpr 
your fins ; that Christ came down from heaven, died, and 
made fatisfadion for your fins. Don't flatter yourfelves that 
a little morality will be fufficient to fave you; that going to 
church, or prayers, and facrament, and doing all the duties of 
religion in an external manner, will ever carry you to 
heaven ; no, you muft have grace in your hearts; there muft 
be a change of the whole man. 

You muft be born again, and become new creatures, and 
have the fpirit of Christ within you : And until you have 
that fpirit of Christ, however you may think to the con- 
trary, and pleafe yourfelves in your own imagination, I fay, 
you are no better than reprobates* You may conttnt your- 
^ felyes 
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felves with leading civil, outward decent li^csj but what will 
that avail you, unlefs you have the fpirit of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in your hearts : His kingdom muft be fet up in your 
f6u]s3 th^re muft be the life of God in the foul of man, elf^ 
you belong not to the Lord Jesus Christ j and until you 
belong to him, you are reprobates^ 

This may feem as enthufiafm to fome of you, but if it is fo^ 
it ns what the apoftle Paul taught ; and therefore, my brethren, 
they are the words of truth, I befeech you, in the mercies of 
God in Christ Jesus, not to defpife thefe words, as if they 
do not concern you, but were only calculated for the firft ages 
of chriftianity, and, therefore, of no fignification : If you 
think thus, you are wronging your own fouls j for whatever 
IS written* was written for you in thefe times, as well as for 
the chriftians in the firft ages of the church 4 

For the cafe ftands thus between God and man : God, at 
firft, made man upright, or, as the facred penman exprefl'es ir, 
•* In the image of God made he man 5" his foul v/as the very 
copy, the tranfcript of the divine nature. He who had, by his 
mlmighty power, fpoken the v^^orld into being, breathed into 
man the breath of fpiritual life \ and his foul became adorned 
with purity and perfe£lion. This was the finifhing ftroke of 
the creation ; the perfedtcn both of the moral and material 
world J and it fo refembled the divine Original, that God 
could not but rejoice and take pleafure in his own likenefs : 
Therefore, we read, that when God had finiflied the inani- 
mate and brutifh part of the creation, '' he looked, and behold 
it was good." But when that lovely, god-like creature man 
was made, '* behold it was very good," 

Happy, unfpeakably happy, to be thus partaker of a divine 
Nature J and thus man might have continued ftill, had he 
continued holy ; but God placed, him in a ftate of probation, 
with a free grant to eat of every tree in the garden, except the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil. The day he did eat 
thereof he was not only to become fubjetSt to temporal, but 
spiritual death j and fo lofe that divine image, that fpiritual 
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life which God hact breathed into him, and which was n 
much his happinei's as his g!ory. 

But man, unhappy man, being feduced by the devil, did 
eat of the forbidden fruit, and thereby became liable to that 
curfe which the eternal God had pronounccci on him for his 
difobedience. And we read, that foon after Jdam was fallen, 
he complained that* he was n^ked ; naked, not only as to 
his body, but naked and deftitutc of thofc divine gracts 
which before beautified his foul. 

An unhappy mutiny and diforder then fell upon this worjd; 
thofe briars and thorns which now fpring up and overfpread 
the earth, were but poor emblear\s, lifelefs reprefentations of 
^ that confufion and rebellion which fprung up in, and over- 
whelmed, the foul of man, immediately after the fall. He 
now funk into the temper of a beaft and devil. 

In this dreadful and difordered condition are all of us 
brought into the world : We are told, my brethren, that 
•* Jdam had a fon in hi^Town likenefs," or with the fame 
corrupt nature which he himfelf had funk into^ after eating 
the forbidden fruit; And experience, as weH as fcripture, 
provcj^ that we arc altogether born in fin, and, therefore, un- 
capable, whxlft in fuch a fiate, to have communion .with 
God. 



For as light cannot have communion with darknefs, fo 
God can have no gommunion with fuch polluted fons of 
Bilial. Here, here, appears the great and glorious end, why 
Christ was manifcft in the flefh, to put an end to theft 
diforders, and to refiore us unto the favour of God. He 
came down from heaven and (hed his precious blood upon the 
crofs, to fatisfy the divine juftice of his Father, for our fins ; 
and ll>, he purchafcd this Holy Ghofi:, who muft once more 
re-ilamp the divine image on our hearts, and make us capable 
of living with, and cnjoyijig of God. We muft be renewed 
by the fpirit of God ; he muft dvi^ell in us before we can be 
new creatures, and be freed from a reprobate fpirit : the 
I fpirit 
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tgnrit of CMkiS-T muft bring us h^me unto that fold where all 
liis flieep are, and implant his grace in our hearts, and take 
from us that fpirit of fin which reigns in us : And till this is 
rooted out» of our hearts, however we may flatter ourfelves 
vith being good chriftians, becaufe we are good moralifts, 
>and lead civil, moral, decent Jives, yet if we live and die, my 
brethren, in this way, we arc only flattering ourfelves into 
hell. 

I think 1 have proved, to a demonftration, the neceflity 
there is of receiving the fpirit of Christ. I now come to 
(hew you. 

Secondly^ Who Christ is, whofe fpirit you arc to receive. 

My brethren, Jesus Christ is coequal, coeflential, 
coeternal, and confubftantial with the Father, very God of 
very God ; and as there was not a moment of time in which 
God the Father was not, fo there was not a moment of time 
in which God the Son was not. 

Arians and Soctnians deny this godhead of Christ, and 
cfteem him only as a creature : The Arians look on him as 
a titular Deity, as a created and fubordinate God ; but, if 
they would humbly fearch the fcriptures they would find 
divine homage paid to Christ. He is called GoD in 
fcripture, particularly when the great evangelical Prophet fay«, 
** He fhall be called the mighty God, the everlafting Father, 
and the government (hall be upon his (boulders :" And 
j£sus Christ himfelf fays, that he is the Alpha and 
Omega ;" and that ** the world was made by him :** But 
though this be ever fo plain, our gay airy fparks of this age 
will not believe the LoRij Jesus Christ to be equal with 
his Father, and that for no other, reafon, but becaufe it is 
a fafhionable and polite doftrine to deny his divinity, and 
cfteem him only as a created Qod. 



Our Soctnians do not go fo far ; they look upon 
only to be a good man fent from God, to (hew the p 
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way the/ (hould go, on their forfaking of Judaifm) that hit 
was to be alfo an example to the world, and that bi8 death was 
only to prove the trath of his dodirines. 

Many of thofc who call themfelves members, yea, teachers 
of the church oi England^ have got into this polite fcheme. 
Good God ! my very foul fliudders at the thoughts of the 
confequence that will attend fuch a belief. O my brethren, 
do not think fo diflionourably of the Lord who bought you; 
of the Jesus who died for you : he muft be all in all unto 
your fouls, if ever you are faved by him : Christ muft be 
your adive, as well as paflive obedience ; his righteoufnefs 
mutt be imputed to you. The doftrine of Christ's righ- 
teoufnefs being imputed, is a comfortable, a defirable doftrinc 
to all real chriftians : And to you, fmners, who are enquiring 
what you muft do to be faved ? how uncomfortable would it 
be to tell you, by your own good works, when, perhaps, you 
have never done one good work in all your lives : This would 
be driving you to defpair indeed ; no, " believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and you (hall be faved i* come to the Lord 
Jesus by faith, and he (hall receive you. He is able and 
willing to fave yoi|. 

This fccond perfon in the Trinity, who is God-man, the 
mediator of the new covenant; he, my brethren, hath virtue 
enough, in his blood, to atone for the -fins of millions of 
worlds : As man he died, he was crucified, nailed to, and 
pierced on the accurfcd tree : This was the love of the Lord 
Jesus Christ for you ; and will you then have low and 
difhonourable thoughts of Jesus Christ, after his having 
done fo much for you ? O my dear brethren, don't be fo 
polite as to deny the Deity of Christ ; though you may be 
counted fools in the eye of the world, yet in Gqd's account, 
you (hall be efteemed wife, wife for falvation. 

You may now be looked upon as fools and madmen, as 
a parcel of rabble, and, in a (hort time, fit for Bedlam. They 
may fay you are going to undermine the eftablifhed church; 
but God^ who knows the f^crets of all hearts, know3 our 

innocency y 
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Innoce'ncy; and! fpeak the truth in Christ, J He not, 
I fhould rejoice to fee all the world adhere to her articles ; 
I fhould rejoice to fee the teachers, the minifters of the church, 
cf Eng/andy preach up thofe very articles they have fdbfcri bed 
to; but thofe minifters who do preach them up, they efieeci 
as madmen, and look on them as the ofF-lcouring of the 
earth, unfit for company and converfation. 

The evil things they fay of me, blefled be God, are with- 
out foundation ; I am a friend to the church homilies ; I am 
a friend to her liturgy, and if they did not thruft me out of 
their churches, I would read it every day. 

My brethreA, I am rfot for limiting the fpirltof God, but 
am for uniting all in the bonds of love j I love all that love the 
Lord Jesus Chri*8T : This will make more chriftians, 
than will the fpirit of perfecution. 

The Pharifees may think it madnefs to mention perfecut'on 
in a chrifiian country, but the fpirit of perfecution refides in 
many : their will is as great, but blefled be God, they want 
the power ; if they had that, my brethren, fire and faggot is 
what we muft expe£l, for the devil's temple is (haken. Many 
are coming unto Jesus, 1 hope many of you are already 
come, and many more coming 3 this muft make Satan rage, 
to fee his kingdom weakened ; he will ftir up all his malice 
.againft the people of God. We muft cxpeS, that a fuiFering 
time will certainly come ; it is now haftening on, it is ripen- 
ing a-pace ; then it will be proved, to a demonftration, 
whether you are- hypocrites or not ; for fuft'ering times are 
always trying times, O my brethren, do jiot be afraid of 
a little reproach, but look on it as a fore-runner of what will 
be the attendant upon it : Therefore let me, by way of 
application. 

Exhort all of you, high and low, rich and poor, one with 
another, to come unto the. Lord Jesus Christ, that he 
may give you ftrength to undergo whatfoever he, in his 
wifdom, calls you to. Come, come, my brethren, to Jesus 
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Christ, and he will give you grace, wfaick will make yott 
ivilling and ready to fuffcr all thjngs fpr Jfsus CHRif t* 

It IS not being pointed at ; it is not being d<ifpifed «nd 
looked on as mad, and a deluded people : Alas I what doe| 
thisfignify to a foul wtio has Jesus Christ ? Dp not be 
afraid to confef? the blefled Jesus ; dare to be Angularly 
good : Don't be afraid of finging of hymns, qr of meeting 
together to build each other up in the ways of the Lokd ; 
Shine ye as lights in the world amidft ^ crooked and perverfo 
generation. 

It is neceffary.that offences fhould come, to try what is in 
our hearts, and whether wc will be faithful foidicrs of Jesus 
pHRisT or not ; Be not content with following Christ afar 
off, for then we (hall, as PeUr did, foon deny him ; but let us 
be altogether chiiftians. L?t our fpeech and all our aftions 
declare to the whole world, whofe difciples we are, and that 
we have determined to know nothing but JesUs Christ^j 
and him crucified. O then, then, will it be well with us, 
happy, unfpeakably happy, (hall we be, even here; and what 
is infinitely better, when others that dcfpifed us (hall be 
calling for the mountains to fall on them, and the hilU to 
cover them, we fhall be exalted to fit down^on the right 
hand of God, and (bine as the fun in the firmanient, and live 
for ever with our Redeemer. And will not this be a fufficient 
yecompence for all the fufferings you have undergone here J. 
Therefqre, do not ftrive to have the greatnefs, the riches, the 
honour, and pleafures of this world, but ftrive to ha^x Jesu^ 
Phri$t. 

Younfriends and carnal acquaintance, and, above all, your 
grand adverfary the devil, will be perfuading you not to have 
Christ until you are grown old ; he would have you lay up 
goods for many years ; to fee plays, play at cards.5 go to 
balls, and mafcjueratles; and to make you the more wiiiing, 
to draw you in, he calls finful pleafures, innocent diverfion?* 

A late learned Rabbi of pur church, told the people, in 
a fermon, which I myfelf heard, that if people went to church 
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icf a Suttd;iy, and faid the prayers whiW there, that it was d^ 
faarm, neither would God count it a fin, to take their recrea- 
tion, after the ferviccof the church was over : But I fay, my 
brethren, and the command of God fays fo too, that the whole 
fah^ath muft be kept holy; and that as GoD has allowed 
you fix days for yourfclves, to do the duties in thofe Several 
nations wherein Providence has placed yoii, he expedis you 
Ihould give him one day tohimfelf; and will you wage that 
fabbath which (hould be fpeat in gathering proviiions for your 
fouls ? Gop forbid ! 

You had ten thoufand times better be ignorant of all the 
polite diverfioHS of the age, than to be ignorant of the fpirit of 
Christ's being withinyou^ and that it niuft be, before you 
are new crtaturei^ and are m Christ \ and if you have not an 
latereft in Chuist, you are loft, your damnation is haftening 
oa. '* He that believcth (hall be faved, and he that believeih 
pot fiiall be damned."^ 

If you ftand out againft Christ, you arc fighting againft 
yourfclves* O come unto him, do not ftay to bring good 
works with you, for they will be of no fcrvice ; all your 
works will never carry you to heaven, they will never 
pardon one fin,, nor give you the leaft comfort in a dying 
hour % if you have nothing more than your own works to 
recooim^nd you to God, they will not prevent your finking 
fnto that eternal abyfs, where there is no bottom. 

But come unto Christ, and he will give you that rfgh- 

teoufnefs which will ftand^you in good account at the great 

(day of the Lord, when he (hall come to take notice of them 

that love him, and of thofe who have the wedding garment on. 

• 

Let.all your a«Slions fpring from the love of Jesus ; let him 
be the Alpha and Qmega of all your actions ; then^ my 
brethren, our indifFer.en tones are acceptable facrifices ; but if 
this principle be wanting, our moft pompous fervices avaiJ 
nothing \ we are only fpiritual idolaters; we facrifice to our 
Ijwn net, and make an idol of ourfelves, by making ourfelves, 

and' 
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and not Christ, thcfpringof our anions ; and* therefore^ 
my brethren, fuch anions are fo far from being accepted by 
God, that according to the language of one of the articles of 
our church, *' We doubt not but that they have the nature of 
fin, becaufe they fpring not from an experimental faith in, and 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Were we not fallen creatures, we might then aSt upon 
other principles ; but fince we are fallen in Adam^ and arc 
reftorcd again only by the death of Jesus Christ, the faceof 
things is intirely changed, and all we think, fpcak, or do, is 
only accepted in and through him* 

Therefore, my brethren, I befcech you, in the bowels of 
love and compaflion, that you would come unto Jesus : Do 
not go away fcoffing, offended, or blafpheming. Indeed, all 
I fay is in love to your fouls ; and if I could be but an 
inftrument of bringing you to Jesus Christ, if you were 
to be never fo much exalted, I (hould not envy, but rejoice 
in your happinefs : If I was to make up the laft of the train 
of the companions of the blefled Jesus, it would rejoice me 
to fee you above me in glory. I do not fpeak out of a falfc 
humility, a pretended fandity ; no, God is my judge, 
I fpeak the truth in Christ, I lie not, I would willingly go 
to prifon, or to death for you, fo I could but bring one foul 
from the devil's ftrong holds, into the falvation which is by 
Christ Jesus. 

Come then unto Christ every one that hears me this 
night ; I offer Jesus Christ, pardon, and falvation to alt 
you, who will accept thereof. Come, O ye drunkards, lay 
afide your cups, drink no more to excefs ;. come and drink of 
the water which Christ will give you, and then, you will 
thirft no more : come, O ye thieves 5 let him that has Qolen, 
Ileal no more, but fly unto Christ and he will receive you. 
Come unto him, O ye harlots j lay afide your lufts and turn 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon you, he will 
clcanfe you of ail your fms^ and waih you in his blood. 

Come,' 
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Come, all ye Hars ; come, all ye Pharffces ; come, all y* 
fornicators, adulterers, fwearers, and blafphem^rs, come to 
Christ, and he will take away all your filth, he will cleanfe 
you frpm your pollution, and your fins fhall be done away» 
Come, come, my guilty brethren 5 I befeech you for Christ** 
fake, and for your immortal foul's fake, to come unto 
CnkisT : Do not let me knock at the door of your hearts iil 
vain, but open and let the King of Glory in, and he will 
dwell with you, he will come and fup with you this night ; 
this hour, this moment he is ready to receive you, therefore, 
coipe unto him* 

Do not confult with fle(h and blood, let not the world 
hinder you from coming to the Lord of life : What are a few 
tranfitory pleafures of this life worth ? They are not worth 
your having, but Jesus Christ is a pearl of great price, be is 
worth the laying out all you have, to buy. 

And if you are under affliftions, fly not to company to 
divert you, neither read what the world calls harmlefs books ; 
they only tend to harden the heart, and to keep you from 
clofing with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When I was a child, yea, when I came to riper years, God 
knows, it is with grief I fpeak it, when ignorant of the 
excellency of the word of God, I reaci as many of thefe 
harmlefs books as any one ; but now 1 have tafted the good 
word of life, and am come to a more perfe<9: knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord ; I put away thefe childifli, trifling 
things, and am determined to read no other books but what 
lead me to a knowledge of myfelf, and Jesus Christ. 

Methinks I could fpeak till midnight unto you, my 
brethren ; I am full of love towards you ; let me befeech 
you to fly to Christ for fuccour : *' Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of falvation ;'* therefore delay not, but 
ftrive to enter in at the ftrait gate ; do not go the broad way 
^[ the polite world, but choofe to fuffer ^fflidion with the 

people 
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ftoph of GoD^ rather than to enjoy the plearures of fin fof 
aCeafon : You will have a reward afterwards, that will make 
amends for all the taunts, jeers, and calamities you aiay under- 
go here. 

And will not the prefencc of Christ be a fufiicient reward 
for all you have (uffered for his nalmc's fake ? Why will you 
not accept of the Lord of glory ? Do not fay you have not 
heard of Christ, for he is now offered to you, and you will 
not accept of him ; do not blame my mafter, he b wilHhgto 
faveyou, if you will but Jay hold on him by faith ; and if yon 
do not, your blood will be required of your own heads. 

But I hope that you will not let the blood of Jesus be fhtA 
in vain, and that you will not let my preaching be of nofigni- 
£cation. Would you have me go and tell my mafter, you 
will not come, and that I have fpent my ftrength in vain ; 
I cannot bear to carry fo unpleafing a meflage unto him, 
I would not, indeed, I would not be a fwift witnefs againft 
any of you at the great day of accounts ; but if you will refufe 
thefe gracious invitations, and not accept of them, I muft do 
it : and will it not move your tender hearts to fee your friends 
taken up into heaven, and you yourfelves thruft down^into 
hell ? But I hope better things of moft of you, even that you 
will turn unco the Lord of love, the Jesus who died for 
you, that in the day when he (hall come to rake his people 
to the manfions of everlafting reft, you may hear his voice, 
*' Come, ye bleffed of my Father, enter into the kingdom 
prepared for you before the foundation of the world.*' And 
that we may all enter into that glory, do thou, O Jesus, 
prepare us, by thy grace ; give us thy fpirit ; and may our 
hearts be united to thee : May the word that has now been 
fpoken, take deep root in thy people's hearts, that it may 
fpring up and bring forth fruit, in fome thirty, in fome forty, 
and in fome an hundred fold ; do thou prefervc them while 
in this life from all evil, and keep them from falling, and 
at laft prefent them faultlefs before thy Father, when thou 
comeft to judge the world, th^t where thou art, theyjnay 
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be alfo. Grant this, O Lord Jesus Christ, with what- 
ever elfe thou Teeft needful for us, both at this time and 
for evermore. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Gboft, be afcribed all honour, power, glory, might, 
majefly and dominion, both now aitd for evermore. 
Amen. 



SERMON^ 
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S E R M ON LII. 

The heinous Sin of Drunkenncfs. 

Ephesians v. i8. 

? not drunk with Wim^ vjherein is Excefs j but be filled 
with the Spirit. 

rH E perfons to whom thefe worJs were written, were 
the inhabitants of Ephefus^ as we are told in the A£Is^ 
d been worfhipppers of the great goddefs Dhana^ and, ia 
probability, wor(bipped the God Bacchus alfo; at the cele- 
ation of whofe feftivals, it was always cuftomary, nay, part 
their religion, to get drunk; as though there was no other 
vj to pleafe their God, but by turning themfelves into* 
utes« 

The apoftle therefore in this chapter, amongft many other 
ecepts more efpecially applicable to them, lays down this 
the text ; and exhorts them, as they had now, by the free 
ace of God, been turned from beatheniih darknefs to the 
;ht of the gofpel, to walk as children of light, and no longer 
ike it part of their religion or praftice to be ** drunk with 
ne, wherein is excefs ; " but, on the contrary, ftrivc td 
be filled with the Spirit'' of that Saviour, after whofe nam^^ 
By were called, and whofe religion taught them to abftain 
»m a filthy fin, and to live foberly as they ought to live* 

The world being now chriftian, and the doflrines of the 
fpel every where received, one would imagine, there (hould 
no reafon for repeating the precept now before us. But 
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ala9> chrifti^ns ! I mean chriftians fairdjr fo called, art Id 
captive by ali fin in general, and by this of druhkcnncra in 
particul/ir j that was St. Paul to rife' again fionn the dead, 
he mi^ht be tempted to thinlc moft of tjs werr turned back 
to the wcrfliip of dumb idols ; had fet up tempfes in honour 
of Ihcchus \ and made it part of our religion^ as the Epbffimi 
did of theirs, '^ to be drunk with wine, wheitia is exccfs." 

Some of our civil magiftrates have not been wanting to nfe 
the power given them from abore, for the punifliment and 
rcftraint of fuch evil doings ; and I wifli it could be faid this 
plagHC of drinking, by what they have done, had been ftayed 
amongft us. But alas ! though their labour, we truft» bis 
not been altogether in vain in the Lord, ye\ thoufands, and 
I could almoft fay ten thoufands, fall daily at our right-hand,' 
by this fm of drunkennefs, in our ftreets 5 nay, men fcem to 
have made a covenant with hell, and though the powcff of the 
civil magiftratfc is exerted againft them^ nay, though tbcy 
cannot but daily fee the companions* of their riot hou/Iy, by 
this fin, brought to the grave, yet *< they will rife up early 
to follow ftrong drink, and cry, To-morrow fhall be as to^ 
day, and fo much the more abundantly > when vire awakc, wc 
will feek it yet again." 

It is high time therefore, for thy miniftef?, OGod, to lift 
tip their voices like a trumpet ; and fmcc human threats can- 
not prevail," to fet before them the terrors of the LoRi>, anJ 
try if thcfe will not pcrfuade them to ceafe from the evil of 
their doings. 

But alas! hot^ (hall I addrefs myfelf to them? I fear eicefi 
Cf drinking has made them fuch mere Nabals^ that there is no 
fpeaking to ihcm. And many of Gob's fervants have toiled 
ail their life- time in difTunding them from this (in of drunken- 
nefs, yet they will not forbear. However^ at thy commands 
I will fpeak alfo, though they be a rebellious houfe. Mag- 
nify thy Arength^ O Lord, in my weaknefs, and grant that 
I may fpeak with fuch dcmonftration of the Spirit, and power, 

that 
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that frcm henceforward they may ceafe to a<£l fo unwlfely, and 
this fin of drunkennefs may not be their ruin. 

Believe me, yc unhappy men of Belial, (for fuch, alas ! 
this fin has made you) it is not without the ftrongeft reafons^ 
as well as utmoft concern for your precious and immortal 
fouls, that I now conjure you, in the Apoftle's words, " No? 
to he drunk with wine, or any other liquor, wherein is ex* 
ccfs." For, 

Fir/ly Drunkennefs is a fin which mufl be highly difplcafinj; 
to God i becaufe it is an abufe of his good creatures. 

When God firft made man^ and had breathed into him the 
iMreath of life, he gave him dominion over the works of his 
bands ; and every herb bearing feed, and every tree, in which 
was the fruit of a tree yielding feed, to him was given for 
meat : but when Jdam had tailed the forbidden fruit, which 
WjIS the only reAraint laid upon him, he forfeited this pri« 
vilegc, and had no right, after he had difobeyed his Creator^ 
CO the ufe of any one of the creatures. 

But, blefTed be God, this charter, as well as all other prl* 
vileges, is reftored to us by the death of the fecond Jdam^ 
our Lord and Maftcr Jesus Christ. Of every bcaft of the 
field, every fi(h of the fea, and whatfoever flieth in the air, 
or moveth on the face of the earth, that is fit for food, ^' we 
may freely ea;t," without fcruple take and eat; but th^n, 
with this limitation, that we ufe them moderately. For God, 
by the death of Jesus, has given no man licenfe to be intem- 
perate ; but, on the contrary, has laid us under the ftrongeft 
obligations to live foberly, as well as godly, jn this preibnt 
worlds 

But the drunkard, ^lefpifing the goodnefs and bounty of 
God, in reftoring to us what we had fo juftly forfeited, turns 
bis grace into wantonnefe -, and as though the creature was 
not of itfelf enough fubjeft to vanity, by being curfed for our 
fake, heabufes it fiill more, by making it adminifler to his 
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lulls ; and turns that wine which was intcAded to make glad 
his heart, into a deadly poifom 

But thinkeft thou, O drunkard, whofocvcr thou art, thou 
flialt efcape the righteous judgment of God ? No, the time 
will (hortly come that thou muft be no longer fteward, and 
then the Sovereign Lord of all the earth will reckon with 
thee for thus wafting his goods, Alas ! wilt thou then wrcft 
fcripture any longer to thy own damnation ? And becaufe 
Jesus Christ turned water into wine at the marriage-feaff, 
to fupply the wants of his indigent hoft, fay, that it is thcrct 
fore meet to make merry, and be drunken. No, thou fiiak 
be filent before him -, and know, that though thou haft 
fencouraged thyfelf in drankennefs by fuch-Iike irguments, 
yet for all thefe things God will bring tbee into judgment. 
.But, 

Secondly^ What makes drunkennefs more exceedingly fin- 
ful, is, that a man, by falling into it, fmnetb againft his ovn 
body. 

When the apoAle would difiuade the Corinthians from for- 
jiicacion, he urges this as an argument, ** Flee fornicaciooy 
brethren ; for he that committeth fornication, finneth agaioft 
his own body.** And may not I as jaftly cry out. Flee drun- 
kennefs, my brethren, fince he that committeth that crime, 
fmneth againft his own body ? For, from whence come fo 
tnany difeafes and diftempers in your bodies ? Come they not 
from hence, even from your intemperance in drinking? Who 
bath pains in the head ? Who hath rottennefs in the bones \ 
Who hath rednefs of eyes ? He that tarries long at the wine, 
be that rifes early to feek new wine. How many walking 
(keletons have you feen, whofe bodies were once exceeding 
fair to look upon, fat and well-favoured ; but, by this fin of 
drinking, how has their beauty departed from them, and how 
have they been permitted to walk to and fro upon the earth, 
as though God intended to fet them up, as he did Lefs wife, 
for monuments of his juftice, that others might learn not to 
get drunk f Nay, I appeal to yourfelves : are nq)^ many, for 
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'•hlstraOfe, tven now fickly among youf And have not ma-ny 
f^fyour coippanions, whom you once faw fo flourifhing, like 
»jgfcen bay tcees^ been brought by it with forrow to their 
graves ? ^ ,^ 

Wc might, perhaps, thi»k ourfelves hardly dealt with by 
.Gox>, was he to fend 41s, as he did. the royal Pfalroift, to 
choofe one plague out of three, whereby we (hould be de- 
ftroyed. But had the Almighty decreed to cut off map from 
.the fac6 of the earth, and to (horten his^ days, he could not 
"well fend a more efFedual plague, than to permit men, as 
they pleafed, to over-charge themfelves with drunkennefs 4 
for though it be a flow, yet it is a certain poifon. And if the 
fword has fUta its tbouTandst drunkeRnpfs has i}ain its tea 
Shqu&nds. 

And will not this alarm you, O ye tranfgreflbrs ? Will not 
this perOiade you to fpare yourfelves, and to do your bodies 
416 4)arm i What, have yoa loft the £r(l principles of human 
nature, the fundamental Uw.of £cIf-prefervatioo i You feem 
10 have a great fondnefs for your bodies ; why, otherwife, to 
gratify the inordinate appetites, do you drink to cxcefs ? But 
furely, if you truly loved tfcenl, you would not thus deflroy 
them 2- and was there no -other trgument to be urged againft 
drunkennefs, the confideradon that k will deftroy thofe lives 
jrou are fo fond of« one would imagine, (hould be fufficient. 

'■ I know,-^ ifiilcied, that it is a common anfwer, which 
drunkards make to tbo(e; who, out of love, would pull them 
as firebraniU out of the fire, we are qo body's foemy but our 
own. But this, inftead of being an excufe for, is an aggra<^ 
yation of their guilt : for (not to mention that the drunken- 
fiefs of one man has cioathed many a family with rags, and 
that it is fcarce poffible for a perfon to be drunk, without 
tempting his neighbour alfo) not to mention thefe, and many 
other ill confequenccs, which would prove fuch an excufe to 
he entirely falfe : yet what is dearer to a man than himftif ? 
And if he himfelf be loft, what would all the whole world 
avMl bioi i 6ut how wilt thou ftand, O man, before the 
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judgment-feat of Christ, and make Aich an excafe, when 
thou fhalt be arraigned before him as a felf*murderer ? Will 
it then be fufiicient, thinkeft thou, to fay, I was no man'i 
enemy but my own? No; God will then, tell, thee, that thcp 
oughteft to have glorified him with thy fpirit, and with tby 
body, which were his ; and fince thou baft, by intemperaoce, 
deflroyed thy body, he will deftroy both thy body and foul ia 
hell. But, 
• 
Tl)irdlyy What renders drunkennefs more inexcufable, is^ 
that it robs & man of his reafon. 

Reafon is the glory of a man ; the chief thing whereby 
(lOD has made us to difFer from the bryte creation. And our 
modern unbelievers have exalted it to fucb a high degree, as 
even to fct it in oppofition to revelation, and fo deny the 
I^oRD that bought them. But though, in doing this, they 
greatly err, and whilft they profefs themfelves wife^ become 
real fools; yet we muft acknowledge, that reafon is the candle 
of the Lord, and whofoever puts it out, (hall bear his punifli^ 
mcnt, whofoever he be. 

But yet, thii the drunkard does. NetuctaAu7ssar*s curfe 
he makes his choice, his reafon departeth from him ; and 
then what is he better than a brute ? 

The very heathen kings were fo fenfible of this, that, in 
order to deter their young princes from drinking, diey ufcd 
to make their flaves get drunk, and he expofed before them* 
And didll thou but fee thine own pidure, O drunkard, when, 
after having drowned thy reafon, thou ftaggereft to and fro, 
like one of the fools in I/rail^ and fceft thy very companions 
Ruklng fongs upon thee, furely thou wouldft not return to 
thy vomit again, but abhor thyfelf in duft and aOies ! 

When D*n\v/, in a holy ecfiacy, was dancing before the 
arV« .TJrifcV, 4Sa»*$ d4U^hter« dclptfed him in her heart; and 
vJcu he cjme home, the fiiJ% *^ How glorious was the king 
*?.* / -^v- tc-J.:Y, whv^ V5UVx?kJ biin&If rc^-^!ay in the eyes of 
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tfie' fiaftd-maldl of hh fervants, as one of the ?ain fedows 
ftamelefly uncoveretb himfelf/' But mTLy not every one that 
meets a drunkard, more juftly fay, Ho^v glorious does he, 
that was made a little lower than the angels, look to-day, 
when, unmindful of his dignity, he has by drinking robbed 
himfelf of his reafon^ and reduced himfelf to a Isvel with the 
beafti that perifh. 

But what if Goi>, in the' midft of one of thefe drufikeit 
fits, (hould arreft thee by death, and fay unto thee, " Thou 
fool, this moment (balll thy foul be fequirec) of thee," O ! 
how wouldft thou appear in thofe filthy garments before' that 
God, in whofe fight the heavens are not clean. And how 
knoWeft thou, O man, but this may be thy lot i Haft thou 
not known many fummoned at fuch an unguarded hour i 
and what aflurance haft thou, that thou fhalt not be the next? 
Becaufe God has forborn thee fo long, thinkeft thou he will 
forbear always ?' No, this is rather a fign that he will come 
at an hour thou lookeft not foi: him ; and iince his goodnefjt* 
and long-fufiering has not led thee to repentance, he will cut 
thee down, and not permit thee to cumber the ground any 
longer. Confider this then, all ye that coiint it a pleafure to 
turn yourfelves into brutes, left God pluck you away by a 
fudden death, and there be none to deliver you. 

Fcurthlyy There iis a farther aggravation of this crime, that 
it is an inlet to^ and forerunner of many other fins; for it 
leldom comes alone. ' . ' 

We may fay of drunkennefs, as Solomm iocs of ftrife, that 
it is like the letting out of Watery for we know not what 
will be the end thereof. Its name is Legion ; behold a troop 
cff fins Cometh after it. And, for my own part, when I fee 
a drunkard, with the holy Propbet, when he looked in Ha^ 
^aer^ face, I can hardly forbear weeping, to confider how 
many vices he may fall into, ere ht comes to himfelf again< 

What horrid inceft did righteous Lot commit with his own 
(JaughtcrSj vvhctt they had made him drunk ? And, I doubt 
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not, but there arc many ainongft you> who hare ooftiimtteil. 
fuch crimes when you have deprived yourfelves of your reafoii. 
by drmking, that were you to hear of them, your heart, like 
NabaVs^ after he was told bow he had abufi^d Dovid when 
he was drunk, would die within youu And, had any one 
told you, when you were fbber^ that you would have been 
guilty of fuch crimes, you would have cried out, with Hmtet 
btfore-mentioned, " Arc thy fcrvants fo many dogs, that they 
fliould do thus ?*' 

1 But no marvel that drunkards commit fuch crimes^ for 
drunkenncfs drives the Holy Spirit from them) they becfome 
mere machines for the devil to work up to what he pleafei;. 
he enters into tliem, as he entered into the herd of fwine^^ 
and no wonder if they then commit all uncleannefs,. zod zaf 
other crime^ with greedinefs. But this leads me to a 

Fl/ih confideration, which highly aggravates the fia rf 
drunksnnefsy it feparates the Holy Spiiit from us, 

. It is to be hoped, that no one here preient need be ia- 
formed, that before wc can be afTurcd we are chriftians indeed^ 
we muft receive the Holy Ghoft, mufi; be born again frooi 
above, and have the Spirit of God witneffing with our fpirits^ 
that we. are the fons of Goxx This, this alone is true chri- 
ilianity ; and without the cohabitation of this blefled Spirit ift 
our hearts, our righteoufnefs does not exceed the righteoufnefii. 
of the Scribes and Pharlfees^ aad we ihall in no wife ctkW, 
into the kingdom of God, 

But now, drunkards do in effesS bid this blefied Spirit tf^. 
clepart from them : for what has he to do with fuch filthy 
fwinc ? They have no lot or (hare in the Spirit of the Son oS 
David. They have chafed ,him out of their hearts, by de-. 
iiling his temple ( I mean their bodies. And he pan no more- 
hold communion with them, than li^ht can have communioa 
wiih darknefs, or Christ have concord with Belial, 
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' iThe apoftlc, theJ-cforc, in the words of the tc*t, cohorts 
the Epbefiansy ** not to be drunk with wine, wherein is excers, 
()ut to be filled with the Spirit;*' thereby irnpljring, that 
drunkenners and the Spirit of Gob could never dwell in the 
fame heart. And in another epiftlej he bids them to avoid 
unprofitable converfation, as a thing which grieved the Holy 
Spirit : whereby alone they could be fealed to the day of re- 
demption. And if unprofitable convcrfation grieves the Holy 
Spirit, at what an infinite diftance mud drunkennefs drive him 
from the hearts of men I . 

O that you Were wife I that you would conCder what si 
dreadful thing it is to have the Spirit of the living God depart 
from you ! for, affurfc yourfelves, if you live without him, you 
will live without Got> In the world. You are in the fame 
niifefable forlorn condition as Saul was, when an evil fpirit 
of the Loltt) caftie upon himi and you are only fo many 
vefiels of wrath fitted for deftrudtion. But this brings me 
to a 

Sixth reafon agaitift the fin of drunkennefs ; it abfolutely 
ixtifits a man for the enjoyment of God in heaven, and ex- 
pofes him to his eternal wrath. 

, 't'o fee and enjoy GoD, and to be like the blefiTcd angels^ 
always beholding the face of our heavenly Father, in the glo-* 
ries of his kingdom, is fuch an unfpeakable happinefs^ that 
even wicked men, though they will not live the life of the 
righteous, cannot but wiOi their future ftate to be Irke his. 

But think you, O ye drunkards, that you (hall ever be par- 
fakers of this inheritance with the faints in light i Do you 
flatter yourfelyes, that you, who have made them often the 
fubjcft of your drunken fongs, (hall now be exalted to fing 
with them the heavenly fongs of Sidnf No, as by drunken- 
nefs you have made your hearts cages of unclean birds, with 
impure and unclean fpirits muft ydu dwell. 

U 4 Al)urning 



{ 311 3 

A burning Tophet^ kindled by God's wratb, is prepared 
for your jcccption, where you muft fuffer the vengeance of 
eternal fire, and in vain cry out for a drop of water to cool 
your tongues. Indeed you (hall drinky but it fhall be a cup 
of God's fury : for in the hand of the Lord there will be a 
cup of f ary, it will be full mixed ; and as for the dregs there- 
of, all the drunkards of the land (ball fuck them out. 

. But perhaps you may not believe this report. Tbcfe words 
may be looked upon by you as idle tales, and I may feem to 
you as Lot did to his fons-in-law, when he came to warn 
them to get up out of Sodom^ ** as one that mockcth." But 
if you believe not me, believe eternal truth itfelf, which has 
pofitively declared, that no drunkard (hall ever enter into his 

kingdom. 

■ 

And I call heaven and earth to witnefs ?gainft yeu this day, 
that as furely as the Lord rained fire and brimftone, as (ten 
as Lot went out of Sodomy fo furely will God caft you into a 
lake of fire and brimftone, when he (hall come to take ven- 
geance on them that know not God, arid have not obeyed 
the gofpel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Behold then I have told you before; remember, that you 
this day were informed what the end of drunkennefs would 
be. And I fummon you, in the name of that God whom I 
ferve, to meet me at the judgment-feat of Christ, that you 
may acquit both my Mailer and me ; and confefs, with your 
own mouths, that your damnation was of yourfelves, and that 
we are free from the blood of you all. 

But, Lord, has no one believed our report ? Wilt thou 
fufFcr fo many words to be fpoken in vain, if it be yet in 
vain ? No, methinks I fee fome pricked to the heart, and ready 
to cry out, in the language of David to Abigeil^ '* Blefled 
be the Lord God of Ifrael^ which fent thee this day to fpeak 
unto us.'* For furely, unlefs he had fent thee, this fin of 
drunkennefs had been our ruin : but now, fince we find whi- 
3 ther 
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thcr it Will leiid us, we are reiolved tp drink* no liquor to 
cxccfs while the world ftands, left we fhould be tormented in 
the flames of hell. 

But alas! how (hall we be delivered from the power of this ' 
ffn ? Can the Ethiopian change his fkin, or the leopard his 
fpots ? So h^rd, almoft^ will it be for you who have been ac<^ 
cuftomed to be intemperate, to learn to live fober. 

But do not defpairj for what is impoffible with man^ is 
poffible with God. Of whom then {hould you feek for fuc- 
cour, but of him your Lord ? Who, though for this fin of 
<]runkennefs, be might juftly turn away his face from you | 
yet obfervc, # 

. FlrJ}^ If you pour out your hearts before him in daily prayer^ 
and^fk affiftance from above, it may be God will endue you 
with power from on high) and make you more than conque-* 
rors through Jesus Christ. Had you kept up communion 
with him in prayer, you would not fo long, by drunkennefs, 
have had communion with devils. But, like the Prodigal, 
you have defired to be your own mafters; you have lived 
without prayer, depended on your own ftrength ; and now 
fee, alas! on what a broken reed you have leaned. How 
foon have you made yourfelves like the beads that have no 
underftanding ? But turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways. 
Come to him with the. repenting Prodigal, faying," Father 
we have finned ;" we befeech thee, let not this fin of drun- 
kennefs have any longer dominion over us. Lay hold on 
Christ by faith, and lo I it (hall happen to you even as you 
will. A 

Second means I would recommend to you, in order to get 
the better of drunkennefs, is to avoid evil company : For it is 
the evil communication of wicked men, that has drawn many 
thoufands into this fin, and fo corrupted their good manners. / 

I But you may fay. If I leave my companions, I muft cxpeSt 
contempt : for they will certainly defpife me fot being fingu- 

Jar. 
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tar. And think^ft thou, O man, ever Cd eflteir in at the ftriit 
gate by a true converfion, without being had in derifioa of 
them that are round about thee ? No ; though thou mayft be 
defpifed, and net go to heaven, yet thou canft ifot go to hea« 
Ten without being defpifed : '' For the friendChip ot the world 
is enmity with God.'* And they that are born after the flefl), 
will perfecute thofe that are born after the Spirit. Let not^ 
therefore, a fervile fear of being defpifed by a man that Iball 
die, hinder thy turning unto the living God. For what is a 
little contempt ? It is but a vapour which vaniflleth away« 
and Cometh not again. Better be derided by a few compa- 
nions here, than be made afhamed before men and angels 
hereafter. Better be the fong of a few drunkards on earthy 
than dwell with them, where they will be eternally reproach- 
ing and curfmg each other in hell. Yet a little while, and 
they themfelves (ball praife thy doings, and (ball (ay^ We^ 
fools, counted his leaving us to be folly, and his end to be 
without honour : but how is he nugobered among the ions of 
of GoD) and his lot among the faints 1 

But I baften to lay down a 

Tbird means for thofe vi ho would overcome the fin of dnin« 
lennefs, to enter upon a life of Jhri^ felf'denial and mortifi- 
cation : for this kind of fin goeth not forth but by prayer and 
fading. It is true, this may feem a difficult taik ; but theUf 
we muft thank ourfelves for it; for had we begun fooner^ our 
work would have been the eafier. And even now^ if you will 
but firive, the yoke of mortification will grow lighter and 
lighter e\'cry day. 

And now, by way of conclufion, I cannot but exhort all 
perfons, high and low, rich and poor, to praflife a ftrid fi^lf- 
denial in eating and drinking. For though ^^ the kingdodi. 
of God confifts not in meats and drinks," yet an abiBcmioui 
ufe of God's good creatures, greatly promotes the fpiritual 
life. And perhaps there are more deftroyed by living III a re- 
gular fenfusliry, than even by the very fin I have nolr been 

waroios 
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warning yoii 6f. I know indeed, that manjr, who areonlf 
almoft cbriftians, and who feck, but do not ftrive to enter 
into the kingdom of Gqd, urge a text of icripture to juftify 
their indulgence, faying, that " it is not what entereth intqi 
the man defileth the man." And fo we grant, when taken 
moderately ; 'but then they thohld cdnfidcr, that it fs pof- 
fible, nay, it is proved by daily experience, that a pcrfon 
may eat and drink fo much as not to hurt his body, and yet 
do infinite prejudice to his foul : for felf-indulgence lulls the 
foul into a fpiritual (lumber, as well as diredt intemperance ^ 
and though the latter may expofe us to more contempt among 
men, yet the former, if continued in, will as certainly (hut 
us out from the prefence of God. St. Paul knew this full 
well ; and therefore, though he was the fpiritual father of 
' thoufands, and was near upon finiihing his courfe, yet he 
fays, it was his daily pra£lice to^^ keep his body under, and 
bring it into fubjedion, left after he had preached to others^ 
he himfelf (hould be a caft-away," or difapproved of, or do 
fomething that might make him an offence or ftumbling- 
block to any of God's children : for of his own, and all other 
faints final perfeverance, he makes no doubt, as is evident 
from many of his epiftles ; and the word KS'oKiiioi bears this 
fenfe, 2 C^r, xiii. 5. and fundry other places. But why 
urge I the apofile's example, to excite you to a ftrid tempe- 
rance in eating and drinking ? Rather let me exhort you only 
to put in prafiice the latter part of the text, to labour to 
** be filled with the Spirit of God," and then you will no 
longer fearch the fcripturcs to find arguments for felf-indul«^ 
gence ; but you will deal fincerely with yourfelves, and eat 
and drink no more at any time, than what is confident with 
the ftri£left precepts of the gofpel. O beg of God, that you 
may fee, how you are fallen in Adam, and the necefiity of 
being renewed, ere you can be happy, by the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ 1 Let us befeech him to enlighten us to fee the 
treachery of our corrupt hearts, and how pure and holy thefe 
bodies 'ought to be, that they ought to be living temples of 
the Holy Ghoft, and then wc fhall (hew ourfelves men. And 
being made temples of the Holy Ghoft, by his dweliing in our ■ 

bodies 
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Ixfdies here, though after death, worms may deftroy tbeni^ 
yet (hall they be raifed by the fame Spirit at the general refur- 
redion of the laft day, to be fafhioned like unto Christ'^ 
glorious body hereafter. 

Which God of his infinite mercy grants &c« 
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SERMON LIII. 

The Power of Christ's Refurreftion^ 

,-- — I ' — -- — ■ ■ ^ ' — — *-^ 

Philip, iii. io« 
fTbat J may kncv^ Hintj and the Power of his RefurreSlionl 

THE apoftle, in the verfes befbre the text, had been cau- 
tioning the Philippians to " beware of the concifion," 
yudaizing teachers^ Who endeavoured to fubvert them from the 
fimplicity of the gofpel, by telling them, they ftill ought to 
be fubje£t to circumcifion, and all the other ordinances of 
Mofis. And that they might not think he fpoke out of pre* 
judicC) and condemned their tenets, becaufe he himfejf was 
a ftranger to the yewijh difpenfation, he acquaints them, that 
if any other man thought he had whereof he might truft in 
theflefh, or feek to be j unified by the outward privileges of 
the Jews^ he had more : For he was ** circumcifed the 
eighth day; of the fiock of Ifrael (not a profelyte, but a na« 
tive Ifraelite) j of the tribe oi Benjamin (the tribe which ad- 
hered to Judab when the others revolted) ; an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews (a Jew both on the father's and mother's fide) ; and 
as touching the law, a Pharifee^'* the ftridleft feft amongft all 
IfraeL To (hew that he was no Gallio in religion, through 
his great, though mifguided zeal, he had perfecuted the 
church of Christ ; and " as touching the righteoufnefs of 
the law (as far as the Pharifees expofition of it went, he was) 
blamelefs," and had kept it from his youth. But, when it 
pleafed God, who feparated him from his mother's womb, 
to reveal his Son in him, ** What things were gain to me," 
(he fays) thofe privileges I boafted myfelf in, and fought to 

be 
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be juftificd by, " I counted lofs for Christ." And that 
they mighc not think he repented that he bad done fo, he 
tells them, he was now more confirmed than ever in bis judg- 
ment. For, fays he, ^' yeadoubtleft (the exprclSon in the 
original riics with a ha]y triumph) and I do. count all things 
but lofs for the excellency of the knowledgeof Christ Jesus 
my Lord/' And that they might not obje£l that be faid, 
and did nor, he acquaints them, he had given proofs of the 
fincerity of thefe profcfEons, becaufe for the fake of them, he 
had fufFered the lofs of alt his worldly things, and ftill was 
willing to do more ; for, '' I count them but dung (no more 
than offals thrown ou( t(> dpgs). (o that I may win, ( or have 
a faving intereft in) Christ, and be found in him (as the 
manflayer in the city of refuge) not having my own righte- 
oufnefs which is of the law, (not depending on having JhrO' 
bam for my father, or on^any works of rightebuftiefs which I 
have done, cither to atone or ferve ^ a balance for my. evil 
cleeds) but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteoufnefs which is of God by faith,'' a righteoofneis of 
God's appointing, and which will be imputed to me, if I 
■believe in Christ, *^ that I may know him, and the power 
of his refurretStion j'* that I may have an experimental know- 
ledge of the efficacy of his refurre£tion, by feeling the in* 
fluenccs of his bleifed Spirit on my fouK In which wonh 
two things are implied. 

Firji^ That Jesus Christ did rife from the dead. 

Secondly^ That it highly concerns us to know the; power of 
bis riGng again. 

Accordingly, in the following difcourfe Lfliall endeavour 
to (hew, 

/:V/?, That Christ is rifrn indeed from the dead; and 
that it was neceflary for him fo to do ^ and, 

S:crKdiy^ That it highly concerns us to know and experi* 
cncc the power of his rcfurreilion. 

6 Fuji, 
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Firfty Christ is indeed rifen. 

That Jesus fhould rife fromthe dead was abfolutely ne* 
ccffaryj , 

I, FirJI^ On his own account He had often appealed to 
this as the iaft and mod convincing proof be would give them 
that lie was the true Meffiah, " There fhall no other fign be 
given you, than the fign of the prophet ynnasJ* And again^ 
♦* Deftroy this temple of my body, and in three days I will 
build it up.'* Which words his enemies remembered, andf 
urged it as an argument, to induce Piiate to grant them a 
watch, to prevent his being ftolen out of the grave. *' We' 
know that deceiver faid, whilft he was yet alive, after three 
days I will rife ^gain." So that h»d he not rifen again, thef 
might have juftly faidji we Iftiow chat this man was an im- 
poftor. 

- 1. SecifiJly^ It was neceHary on our account. " He rofe 
again" (fays tbci apoftle) for our juftification ;" or that the 
debt we owed to God for our fins, might be fully fatbfied' 
gnd difcharged^ 

It had pleafed the Father (for ever adored be his infinite 
love and free grace) to wound* his only Son for our tranfgref- 
fio'ns, and to arreft and confine him in the prifon of the grave, 
as our furety for the guilt we had contraftcd by fetting at 
nought his commandments. Now had Christ contiaued 
always in the grave, we could have had no more aflfurance 
that our fins were fatisfied for, than any common debtor can 
have of his creditor's b^ing fatisfied, whilft his furety is kept 
Vonfined. But he being releafed from the power of death, 
we are thereby aflTured, that with his facrifice God was well 
pleafed, that oiir atonement was finilhed on the crofs, zhd 
that he hath made a full, perfeft, and Sufficient facrifice^ 
oblation, and fatisfadlion for the fins of tS'c world. 

3. Thirdly^ 
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3. Tlnrdlyj It was neceflary that our Lord Jesus fhould* 
rife again from the dead, to aflure us of the certainty of the 
refurredlion of our own bodies. 

The doftrine of the refurre£lion of the body was entirely 
exploded and fet at nought among the Gentilesy as appears 
from the Athenians mocking at, and calling St. Paul *< a 
babbler and a fetter forth of ftrange doftrines," when he 
preached to them Jesus, and the refurreflion. And though 
it was believed by moft of the Jews^ as is evident from many 
paffagcs of fcripture, yet not by all j the whole kSt of the 
Sadducees denied it. But the refurre£lion of Jesus Christ 
put it out of difpute. For as he a£led as our reprefentative, 
if he our head be rifen, then muft we alfo, who are his mem- 
bers, rife with him. And as in the firft Adam we all died, 
even fo in him our fecond Adam we muft all, in this fenfC| 
be made alive. 

As it was neceflary, upon thefe accounts, that our blefled 
Lord fhould rife from the dead ; fo it is plain beyond con-, 
tradition, that he did. Never was any matter of fa£l better 
attefted ; never were more precautions made ufe of to pre-, 
vent a cheat. He was buried in a fepulchre, hewn out of a 
rock, fo that it could not be faid that any digged under, and 
conveyed him away. It was a fepulchre alfo wherein nc*' 
ver man before was laid ; fo that if any body did rife from 
thence, it muft be the body of Jesus of Na%aretb. Befides, 
the fepulchre was fealcd ; a great ftone rolled over the mouth 
of it ; and a band of foldiers (conflfting not of friends, but of 
his profefted enemies) was fet to guard it. And as for his 
difciples coming by night and ftealing him away, it was al« 
together improbable : For it was not long fmce,^ that they* 
had all forfaken him, and they were the moft backward in 
believing his refurrediion. And fuppofing it was true, that 
they c^me whilft the foldiers flept ; yet the foldiers muft be 
caft into a deep fle8|» indeed, that the rolling away fo great a 
ftone did not awake fome of them. 
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And our .UeflTed^LoRD'saXt^rAyards appearing at A^ndry 
times, and in divers manfiers, ;tp hl$ difciples^^as vfl^th they 
Were affembled togetfier, when they were walking to Emmaus^ 
when they >^e fifliing^ nay, .a^id condj^fcefvding igr (hew 
them his hands and feet, and his appearing to above five 
hundred brethren at once, put the truth of his refurredlion 
out of all difpute*' Z i :: .: 

. i -. .,. . , 

Indeed, therqis pne obje(5ljoii that may be,;tpade dgaln9:; 
what has been iai(j, that tl^e books vbeiciorj^jf^.Ca^ls are: 
recorded were written by his :difciplcs. . ..,;; ;o :::;._ : -.; 

. 1 .. 
And who more proper perfons than thofe who were eye- 

wltnefles.ofwJbac they related, annd eat and drank ijivith hfm 
after bis refurrqSiof) ? *^ Bui they were illiterate and ,ig(\orant 
tnen/^ Yetas.goodwi^efTes of a plain matter of facl, a& 
the. moil learned matters in tfrael. Nay, this rendered them 
more proper witneffes. For being plain men, they were 
therefore lefs to be fufpe£le4 of telling or making.a lye, par- 
ticularly, flnce they laid .do,Wf> theirjives for a teftimony of 
the truth of it. We read indeed of Jacob's, telling a lie, 
though,he«ras ap}aiq m^n, in order togetthis^.faither's bjef- 
iing. But it was never heard fince thq world began,, ^h^f 
any man, much lefs a whole fet of men, died martyrs, for 
the fake ojf:ao untruth, wt^ep- they themfelves wej^e to reap 
no advantage .from it* 

Ko, this^fingle circumftanqe proves them to be IfraeUtes 
indeed, in whom was no guile. Apd the wonderful fuccefs 
God gave to their miniftry aftervvards, whe^ three thoufand 
were converted by one fermop j aqd twelve poor filhermen, 
in a very fliort time enabled to be more than. conquerors over 
all the oppofition men or devils could make', was as plain a 
demonftration, that Christ .w?5 ri fen, according to their 
gofpel, as that a divine power, at the found of a few ram's 
horns, caufed the walls oijericho^lo ^1 down.. 

But what need, we any farther witneffes ? iBeliev^ you the 
^efurrcflionVf our bleiflfed Lord ? I know that you believe 

*VoL. vr. X it, 
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it, as your gathering together on this firft day of the week in 
the courts of the Lord's houfe abundantly teftifies. 

V 

What concerns us moft to be aflured of, and which is 
the 

Second thing I was to fpeak to, is. Whether we have nc-- 
perimentally known the power of his refurre£lion ; that is, 
l^hethier or riot we have received the Holy Ghoft, and by 
his powerful operations on our hearts have been raifed from 
the death of fin, to a life of righteoulhefs and true holi- 
ncfs» 

It was this, the great apoftle was chiefly defirous to know. 
The refurreftion of Christ's body he was fatisfied would 
avail him nothing, unlefs he experienced the power of it in 
raifing his dead foul. 

For another^ and that a chief end of our blcfled Lord's 
rifing from the dead, was to enter heaven as our reprefbnta- 
tive, and to fend down the Holy Ghoft to apply that redemp- 
tion he had fihifhed.on the crofs, to ou( hearts,- by working 
an -entire change in them. 

Without this, Christ would have died in vath. For it 
would have done us no fervice to h^ve had his outward 
righteoufnefs imputed to us^ unlefs we had an inward inhe- 
rent righteoufnefs wrought in us* Becaufe, being altogether 
conceived and born in fin, and confequently unfit to hold 
communion with an infinitely pure and holy God, we can- 
not poffibly be made meet to fee or enjoy him> till a thoitnigh 
renovation has pafled upon dtir hearts. 

Without this, We leave otit the ttoly Ghoft in the great 
work of oiir redemption. But as we were made by the joint 
concurrence arid CohAltation of the blefied trinity ; and as we 
were baptized jn their name, fo muft all of them Concur in 
our falvation : As the Father made, and the Sda redeemed, 
I fo 
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ib muft the Holy Ghaft fandify and feal us^ or otHerwire v^^ 
have believed in vain* 

This then Is what the apoftle means by tlie " Pow^r of 
Christ's refurreSion," and this is what we are as much cpn- 
cerned experimentally to know, as that He rofe.at alh 

Without this^ though wis may be nioraiifls^ though we 
may be civiJi^ed, good-natured people^ yet we are no chrif- 
tians. For he is not a true chriftian, who is only one out- 
wardly ; nor have we therefore a right, becaufe we daily pro- 
iefs to believe that Christ rofe slgain the third day from the 
dead. But he is a true chriilian who ii but inwardly. | and 
then ^nly can we be ttiled true believer^^ when we not only 
profefs to believe, tut have felt the power of our bleffed 
Lord's rifmg from the dead, by being quickened and raifed. 
by his Spirit, when dead in trefpaflTes and fins> to a thorough 
hewnefs both of heart and life. 

The devils therhfelves cannot tiit believe the dio<arine of 
the reiurrciflioni and tremble ; but yet they continue devils, 
becaufe the benefits of this refurreSibn have riot been apfilied 
to them, nor have they received a renovating power from it, 
to change and put off their diabolical nature. And fo, un- 
lefs we not only profefs to knowj but alfo feel that Christ 
is rifen indeed, by being born again from above, we Khali be 
as far from the kingdom of Glob as they : our faith will fie 
as ineffectual as the faith of devils. 

Nothing has done more hartxi to the christian WofI(^, tid- 
thing has rendered the crofs of Christ of lefs effedl, than a 
vain fuppofition^ that religion is fomethihg without us. 
tVhcreas We fliould confider, that cVery thing that Christ 
did outwardly, muft be done . over again in our fouls -, or 
otherwife, the believing there was fuch a divihe perfon once 
on earth, who triumphed o^er hell and the grave5 will profit 
us no more, than believing there was orice fuch a perfon ad 
jflckanJer^ vvho conquered tht world. 

X 2 As 
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As Christ was born of the Virgin's womb, (o tatifl hi 
be fpiritually formed in our hearts. As he died for fin, fo 
muft we die to fin. And as he rofe again from the dead, fo 
muft we alfo rife to a divine life. 

None but thofc who have followed him in this regeneration, 
or new-birth, fliall fit on. thrones as approvers of his fentence, 
when he (hall come in terrible majefty to judge the twelve 
tribes of I/rael. 

It is true, as for the outward work of our redemption. It 
was a tr^nfient a£l, and was certainly fini(hed dn the croft, 
but th6 application of that redemption to our hearts, is i 
work that will continue always, even unto th^e end W the 
world. ' ' , 

So long as there is an eleft man breathing on the eartb^ 
who is naturally engendred of the ofFsprfng of the firft A^mif 
fo long muft the quickning fpirit, which was p.urchafed by 
the refiirre^lion of the fecond Jdamy that Lord from heaven^ 
be breathing upon his foul. 

For though we may exift by Christ, yet we cannot be 
Taid to exift in him, till w^ are united to him by one fpirit^ 
and enter into a new ftate of things, as certainly as he entered 
into a new ftate of tbiings, after that he rofe from the dead. 

We may throng and crowd round about CHRist, and 
call him •* Lord, Lord," when we come to worihip be- 
fore his footftool ; but we have not efFe£tUally touched bim, 
till by a lively faith in his refurreftion, we perceive a di- 
vine virtue coming out of him, to renew and purify our 
fouls. 

How greatly thqn do. they err who reft in a bare hiftorical 
faith of our Saviour's refurredlion, and look only for external 
proofs to evidence it? Whereas were we the moft learned 
difputcrs of this world, and could fpeak of the certainty of 

this 
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thl« faft with the tongue of men ^n4>ngeh, yet wU^put this ^ 
inward teftimony of it in our hearts, though wc. ojigbt con-« 
vince others, yet we Ihould never be faved by it ourfelves. 

' For we are but dead men, we are like fp many carcafcs 
wrapt up in grave cloaths, till that fame Jesus who called 
Lazarus from his tomb, and at whofe own refurredlion many 
that flept arofe," doth raife us alfo by his quickening Spirit 
frpm our natdral death, in which we have fo long lain, to a 
holy and heavenly life, 

.We might think ourfelves h^ppy^ if we had fc^n the Holy 
Jesus after He wa^ rifen from the dead, and our hands had 
handled that Lord of life. Bat .^Qore happy are they who 
Have not feen him, and yet having felt the power, o/ his re- 
furreftion, therefore believe in him. For many faw our di- 
vine mafter, who were not faved by him ; but whofoever has 
thus felt the power of his refurredlion, has tbe earneft.of his 
inheritance in his heart, he has pafled from death to life, and 
iball never f^U into iinal condemnation. 

I am very fenfible . that this is ,(ooliflinefs to the natural 
man, as were many fuch like .truths to our Lord's own dif- 
ciples, when only weak in faith, before he roCe again. But 
when thefe natural men, like them, have fully felt the power 
of his refurredion, they will (hep own that this . doftrine is 
from God, and fay with the Samaritans^ •^ Now we believe 
pot becaufe of thy faying," for we ourfelves have experienced 
it in our hearts. 

And O that all unbelievers, all letter-learned matters of 
J/raely who now look upon the docSlririe of the power of 
Christ's refurre£tion, or our new birth, as an idle tale, 
^nd condemn the preachers of it. as enthufiatts and madmen, 
did but thus feel the power of it in their fouls, they would 
DO longer alk, how this thing could be ? But they would be 
convinced of it, as much as Thomas was, when he faw the 
Jv0S.d's Christ j and like him^ when Jesus bid him reach 

X 3 out 
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cut his hands and thru ft them into his fide, in a holy confilf 
fion they would cry out, •* My Lord and my Gob !** 

But how fhall an unbeliever, how (h^U the formal chrlftiaif 
come thus to ** know Christ, and the power of his refur- 
reflion ?" God, who cannot lye, has told us, •• I am the 
refqrreaion and the life, whofoiever livcth and believcth it^ 
me, though he were dead, yet fliall he live." Again, faya 
the apofile, *^ By faith we are faved, and that not of ourfelvesj ' 
it is the gift of God." 

This, this is the way, walk in it. Believe, and you ihall 
live in Christ, and Christ in you; you Khali be one with 
Christ, and Christ one with you. But without this, 
your outward goodnefs and profeffions will avail you no* 
thing. 

But then, by this fiaith we are not to underftand a dead 
fpeculative faith, a faith in the head ; but a living principle 
wrought in the heart by the powerful operations of the Holy 
Ghoft, a faith that will enable us to overcome the world,, 
and forfake all in affedion for Jesus Christ. For thus 
fpeaks our blefler Mafter, ^^ Unlefs a man forfake all that he 
hath, he cannot be my difciple." 

And fo the apoftle, in the words immediately following 
the text, fays, *' being made conformable to his death;'* 
thereby implying, that we cannot know the power of ChristV 
refurredion, unief:i we are made conformable to him in his 
death. 

If we can reconcile light and darknefs, heaven and hcll^ 
then we may hope to know the power of Christ's refurrec- 
tion without dying to ourfelves and the world. But till we 
can do this, we might ^s well cxpcdl th^t Christ will have 
concord with BeliaL 

For there is fuch a contrariety between the fpirit of this 
^orld, a^d the Spirit of Jesus Christ, that he who will 
/ be 
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Iks at friendflitj^ Mrtth the one, muft be at enmity wtth the 
i«her : •* Wc cannot fcrvc God and mammon." . 

This may, indeed, feem a hard faying ; and many, with 
{tic young man ih«^he gofpeiV May tie tempted' to go away 
forrbwful : But; wherefore fiioald this offend • them i For 
what is ail that is in the world, the Itifl; of the eye, the luft 
pftheflefh, and'tbe pride of life, biit vanity and vexation ofi 
ipirit? ..: . ■. .;.... 

God is loVe ; and therefore, could our own wills, or the 
world; have made iis happy, he never would have fent liis 
ewa dear Son Jesus Christ to die and rife again, to deliver 
us from the power of them;- 'But becaufe they only tor- 
ment, and canoot fatisfy, therefore God bids us. to re- 
nounce them^ 

Had any one perfuaded profane Efau not to lofe fo glorious 
a privilege, merely for the fake of gratifying a prefent oorrupt 
inclination, when he faw him about to JTell his birth-right for 
a little red pottage, would not one think that man to have 
been Efau^s friend i And juft thus ftands the cafe between 
God and us. By the death and refurr^cStion of j£sus 
Christ, we ace new-bom to an heavenly inheritance 
amongft all them which are fan£Hfied ; but our own corrupt 
wills, would tempt us to fell this glorious birth-right for the 
vanities, of the world, which, like Efau*s red pottage, may 
pleafe us for a while, but will foon be. taken away from us. 
God knows this, and therefore rather bids us renounce them 
for a feafon, than for the (hort enjoyment of them lofe tho 
privilege of that glorious birth-right, to which, by knowing 
the power of the refurre^on of Jesus ChrisT) w« acQ 
cntided, , 

O the depth of the riches and excellency bP chriftianity f 
Well might the great St. Paul count all things but dung and 
drofs for the excellency of the knowledge of it. Well might 
he defire fo ardently to know jEsys, and the power of hrs 

X 4 refurrediont 
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refurreAion. For even on this fide ttohiky it raifta us A(m 
the world, and makes us to fit in heavenly places in Quxjmt 
Jesus. 

Well Blight that glorious company of w!0rthiest recorded 
in the Holy 'fcripturcs, fuppOEted with s ik^p fenfe of their 
heavenly calling, defpift the. pleafifresi; and profits of this 
life, and wander about' io iheep«(kins« aadigoat^ikinsy in 
dens and caves of the earth, being deftitute, a£|i6le(|, tof- 
' men ted. 

And O that we werrall: Uke minded I diat we felt this 
power of Christ's rdfurre£tioa as they did- 1 How fliould we 
then ^ count all things as dung and dro&.for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Chex&t jEsua our .LpRP !" How 

fhould we then recover our priitiitive dignity, trample tbs 
earth under our feet, an^ with our fouls be continually gafp* 
ing after UoD^ ,.,-.. ..:.:.::':.. 

And what:binder8 but.y^e -fnay be thus hiinded ? Is JcsUs 
Chri$t, ouf great BigbPiieft, altered frpin what, he was! 
No,. ." he is the fame- yfifterdpy, to-day,, and for ever.'* 
And though be is exalted to the right-hand of. Gob, yet hs 
is not aihgpied to call us.: brethren. The ^lower of his re^ 
furre£tion i^ as great ixow .M formerly^ a^d the Holy Sfurit^ 
which was aiTured to us by .bis ;refurre£Hqn, as ready, and 
able to quii^ken us who are dead m tre(pafies.'and.fins, as any 
faint that ever lived.* Let. us but ci:y,^aiid that inftandy, 
to ilim that is mighty and able to fave ; let us, in fincerity 
and tcuth, without fecretly keeping back the leaft part, re- 
nounce burfelves and the .world ; then we :iball be chrif« 
tians indeed. And though the world may caft us out^^ and 
feparate from our company, yet Jfsus Christ will walk 
with, and abide in us. And at the general refurreAion of the 
laftxiay; when the voice of the archangelabd trump of God 
ihall bid the fea and the graves to give up their dead, and all 
nations (hall appear before him, then will he confefs us be* 
fore his jFathcr ^d the I\oIy angels, and we ihall receive that 

invitation 
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invitation which he (hall then pronounce to all wlio love and 
fear him, " Come, ye bleffed children of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for jou from the beginning of the 
world/* 

Grant this, O Father, for thy dear Son's fake, Jesus 
Christ our LoRp^ to virhom, with Thee and the Holy 
Ghoft, &c. 



SERMON 
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SERMON LIV. 

Interceflion every Chriftian's Duty. 



1 Thess. v. 25. 
Brethren^ pray for us. 

IF we enquire, why there is fo little love to be found 
amongft chriftians, why the very chara<fteriftic, by which 
every one (hould know that we are difciplcs of the holy Jesus, 
18 atmoft bahifhed out of the chriftian world, we fhall find 
it, in a great meafure, owing to a ncglefl: or fuperficial per- 
formance of that excellent part of prayer, inUrcejfion^ or 
ip[)ploring the divine grace and mercy in behalf of others. 

Some forget this duty of praying for others, becaufe they 
ieldom remember to pray for themfelves : and even thofe who 
are conflant in praying to their Father who is in heaven, are 
often fo felfilh in their addrcffes to the throne of grace, that 
they do not enlarge their petitions for the welfare of their 
fellow chrifiians as they ought; and thereby fall (hort of attain- 
ing that chriftiap charity, that unfeigned love to their brethren, 
which their facred profeifion obliges them to afpire after, and 
without which, though they fhould beftow all their goods to 
feed the poor, and even give their bodies to be burned, yet it 
^ould profit them nothing. 

Since thefe things are {0^ I fhall from the words of the text 
(though originally intended to be more coiifinecl) endeavour 
to (hew, 

I. Firji, 
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I. Firji^ That it is every chriftian's duty to pray for otfaen| 
as well as for himfelf. 

II. Secpndly^ Shew, whom we ought to pray for, and 'in 
what manner we Ihould do it. And, 

JIL Thirdly, I (hall offer fome motives to excite all 
cbriftians to abound in thi^ great duty of Interceffioa, 

L Firjl, I (hall endeavour to (hew, That it is every ' 
chriftian'$ duty to pr?iy for others, as well as for himfelf. 

Now prayer is a duty founded on natural religion; the vcrj 
heathens never neglected it, though Aany^chriftian heathens 
amongft us do : and it is fo eflential to chriftianity, that you 
npight as reafoflably expert to find a living maa ^^jtl^QC 
breath, as ^ true chriflian vyithout the fpirit of prayer and 
fupplicatioQ. Thus, no fooner was St. P^i// converted, bu(. 
** behold he prayeth," faith the Lord Almighty, hjpd thus 
will it be with every child of Gqp, as foon as he becomes 
fuch ; prayer being truly called, 'Xhz natural Qry of tbeqew* 
born foul. ; 

For in the heart of every true believer there is a heavenly 
tendency, a divine attra£lion, wliich as.fenfibly draws bi^icq 
convcrfe with Cod, as the load-jQpne attracts the needle; 

A deep fenfe of their owii we^^knefsi, and of Christ^ 
fulnefs ; 2^ ftropg convidion of their natural corruption, and 
of the neceffity of renewing grace; will not let them reft 
from crying day and night to their Almighty Redeemer, that 
the divine image, which they loft in Adam^ may through hia 
all-powerful mediation, and the fanflifying operations of his 
blcffed fpirit", "be begun, carried on, and fully. pe^feifted both 
in their fouls and bodies. 

Thus earneft, thus importunate, are all fincere chriftians 
in praying for themfelvcs : but then, not having fo lively, 

* lafting, 
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kfting, and deep a fenfc of the wants of their chnftian 
rfethren, they arc for the moft part too rcmifs and defe<aive 
1 their prayers for them. Whereas, was the love of GoD 
hied abroad in our hearts, and did we love our neighbour in 
hat manner, in which the Son of God bur Saviour loved U5, 
md' according to his command and example, we could not 
3Ut be as importunate for their fpiritual and temporal welfare, 
IS for our own ; and as earneftly defire and endeavour that 
others (hould (hare in the benefits of the death and paflion of 
Jesus Christ, as we ourfelves. 

Let not a«y one think, that,this is an uncommon degree of 
charity ; an high pitch of pcrfediion, to which not every one 
can attain : for, if wc arc all commanded to " love our 
neighbour (that is every man) even as, ourfelves," nay to 
«* lay down our lives for the brethren i" then, it is the d^tjr 
of all to pray for their neighbours as much as for themfelve^, 
and by all poffible a£ls and expreifions of love and aSedion 
towards them, at all times, to fhew their readinefs even to la^ 
down their lives for them, if ever it (hould pleafe God to call 
them to it. 

Our blefled Saviour, as *' he hath fet us an example, that 
we (hould follow his fteps" in every thing elfe, fo hath he 
more efpecially in this : for in that divine, that perfect and 
inimitable prayer (recorded in the xviith of St. John) which 
he put up juft before his paffion, we find but few petitions for 
his own, though many for his difciples vvelfare : and in that 
perfect form which he has been pleafed to prefcribe us, we 
arc taught to fay, not My^ but '* Our Father," thereby to 
put us in mind, that, whenever we approach the throne of 
grace, we ought to pray not for ourfelves alone, but ioiu a^ 
our brethren in Christ. 

Interceflion then is certainly a duty incumbent upon all 

chriftians. 

II. Whom we are to intercede for,* and how this duty is to 
be performed, comes next to be confidered, ., , . c<i; w: 

i I. And 
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1. And firft, our intcrccffion muft be univerfaL *« I willi 
(fays theapoftle) thatpraycrs^ fupplicalions and interce^ni 
be made for all men." For as God's mercy is over all bis 
works, as j£sus Christ di^d to redeem a people out of all 
nations and languages j fo we fliould pray, that ** all men 
may come to the knowledge of the truth, and be favcd.* 
Many precious promifes are made in holy writ, that the 
gofpel fliall be publiflied through the whole world, tbatt 
*' the earth (hall be covered with the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the fea :" and therefore it is our duty 
not to confine our petitions to our own nation, but to pray 
that all thofe nations, who now fit in darknefs and in the 
fhadow of death, may have the glorious gofpel (hine out upon 
them, as well as upon us. But you need not that any man 
fhould teach you this, fince ye yourfelves are taught of God, 
and of Jesus Christ himfelf, to pray, that hfs kingdom may 
come ; part of the meaning of which petition is, that 
^« GoD*s ways may be known upon earth, and his favihg 
health anoong all nations." 

2. Next to the praying for all men, we (hould, according 
to St. PauFs rule, pray for Kings \ particularly for our prefent 
fovereign King George^ and all that are put in authority under 
him : that we may lead quiet lives, in all godlinefs and 
honefty. For, if we confider how heavy the burden dl 
government is, and how much the welfare of any people 
depends on the zeal and godly converfation of thofe that have 
the rule over them : if we fet before us the many dangers and 
difHcultlcs, to which governors by their ftation arc cxpofcd, 
and the continual temptations they lie under to luxury and 
felf-indulgence ; we (hall not only pity, but pray for them : 
that he who preferved EJiber^ Davidy and Jojiahj •* un- 
fpotted from the world," amidft the grandeur of a court, and 
gave fuccefs to their defigns, would alfo preferve them holy 
and unblameable, and profper all the works of their hands 
upon them. But 

3. Thirdly^ you ought, in a more efpecial maihner, to pray 
fgr tbofe, whom •• the Holy Ghoft hath made Ovtrfeers over 

you.'' 
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^u." This is v^hat St- Ptf«/'bcgs, again and again, of the 
:hurches to whom he writes : Says he in the text, " Brethreni 
pray for us;" and again, in his epiftie to the Epbejians^ 
< praying always, with all manner of fupplication ; and for- 
me alfo, that I may open my mouth boldly, to declare the 
myftery of thegofpel/' And in another place, to exprefs'his 
earneftnefs in this requeft, and the great importance of their 
prayers for him, he bids the church *' firive, (or, as the 
original word fignifies, be in an agony) together with him in 
their prayers." And furely, if the great St. Paul^ that 
chofen veiTel, that favouritjs of heaven, needed the mod 
importunate prayers of his chriftian converts ; much more do 
the ordinary minifiers of the gofpel ftand in need of the 
jnterceffion of their refpedlive flocks. 

And I cannpt but in a more efpecial manner infift upon 
this branch of your'diity, becaufe it is a matter of fuch 
importance : for, no doubt, much good is frequently with« 
held from many, by reafon of their negledling to pray for 
their minifters, and which they would have received, had 
they prayed for them as they ought. Not to mention, that 
people often complain of the want of diligent and faithful 
paftors. But bow do they deferve good paftors, who will not 
eameftly pray to God for fuch ? If we will not pray to the 
Lord of the harveft, can it be expelled he will fend forth 
labourers into his harv^ ? 

Befides, what ingratitude is it, not to pray for your 
minifters I For (hall they watch and labour in the word and 
do&ine for you, and your falvation, and ihall not you pray 
for them in return ? If any beftow favours on your bodies, 
you think it right, meet, and your bounden duty, to pray for 
them ; and fhall not they be remembered in your prayers, 
vvho daily feed and nourifh your fouls ? Add to all this, that 
praying for your minifters, will be a manifeft proof of your 
believing, that though Paul plant, and Apollos water, yet it is 
God alone who giveth the increafe. And you will alfo find 
it the beft means you can ufe, to promote your own welfare ; 
kecaufe God, in anfwer to your prayers, may impart a double 

portion 
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portion of his holy fpirit to them, whereby thejr will to' 
qualified to deal cut to you larger meaAires of knowledge ih 
fpiritual things^ and be enabled more (kilfuUy ^o ditide (he 
word of truth, * 

Would men but conftantly obfervc this direction, and wbeil' 
their minifters are praying in their name to God^ humUy 
befeech him to perform all their petitions : or, when they are 
fpeaking in God's name to them, pray that the Holy Gholt 
may fall on all them that hear the word; we (hould find 
a more vifible good tfildl of their dodtrine, and a greater 
mutual love between minifters and their people. For; 
miniders hands would then be held up by the people*8 inter- 
ccfiions, and the people will never dare to villify or traduce 
thofe who are the conftant fubje£ls of their prayers* 

4. Next to our minifters, cur frunds claim a place in our 
interceflions ; but then we fhould not content oarfelves with 
praying in general terms for them, but fuit our prayers to their 
particular circumftanccs. When Miriam was affli£)ed widl 
a leprofy from God, Mofis cried and faid, ^^ Lord, heil : 
her.'' And when the nobleman came to apply to Jesui ' 
Christ, in behalf of his child, he faid, '< Load, my litd( 
daughter lieth at the point of death, I pray thee to come and 
heal her." In like manner, when our friends are under any 
aiHiding circumftances, we (hould endeavour to pray for them, 
with a particular regard to thofe circumftances. For inftance* 
is a friend fick ? we- ihould pray, thaf if it be Gob's good 
pleafure, it may not be unto death $ but 'if otherwife, that be 
would give him grace fo to take his vifitation, that,, after this 
painful life ended, he may dwell with him in life everlafting. 
Is a friend in doubt in an important matter ? we fhould lay 
his cafe before God, as Adofes did that of the daughters of 
Xehphehad^ and pray, that God's Holy Spirit may lead kin 
into all truth, and give aU feafonable direcElion. Is he m 
want ? we ibould pray, that his faith may never fail, and 
that in God's due time he may -be relieved. And in all other 
cafes, we (hould not pray for our friends only in generals, bat 
fuit our petitions to their particular fuSerings and afflii^ons; 
3 » for 
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for oilicrwife, we may never alk perhaps for the things our 
friends mod want. 

It rtiuft be confcflid, that fuch a procedure will oblige 
fome often to break from the forms they ufe ; but if we 
accuftom ourfelves to it, a^d have a deep fenfe of what we afk 
for, the itioii illiterate chrifiian will not want proper words to 
expref^ themfelves. 

We have many noble ihftances in holy fcripture of the 
fuccefs of this kind of particular interceffion ; but none more 
temarkable than that of Abraham* % fervant, ih the book of 
GeneftSy who being fent to feek a vt^ife for his fon Ifaac^ prayed 
in a moft particular manner in his behalf. And the fequel 
bf the ftory informs us, how remarkably his prayer was 
anfwered. And did chriftians now pray for their friends in 
the fame particular manner, and with the fame faith as 
Abraham^ fervant did for his mafter ; they would^ no doubt» 
in many inftanceSj receive as vIAble anfwers, and have as 
much reafon to blefs God for them, as he had. But 

5. As we ought thus to intercede for our friends, fo in like 
manner muft we alfo pray, for our enemies. ** Blefs them that 
curfe you, (fays Jesus Christ) and pray for them that 
defpitcfully ufe you, and pcrfecut^ou." Which commands 

" he enforced in the ftrongeft manner by his own example : in 
the very agonies and pangs of deatli, he prayed even for his 
murderers, " Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do !" This, it rtiuft needs be conf'jfiej, is a difficult duty, 
yet not impracticable^ to thofe who have renounced the 
things of this prefent life, (from an inordinate love of which 
all enmities arif«f ) and who knowing the terrible woes de- 
liounced agr.inft thole who ofFerd Christ's little ones, can, 
out of real pit\, an?! a fenfe of their danger, pray for thofe by 
li^hom fuch ofifences come. 

6. Laftly, and to conclude this head, we (hould intercede 
for all that are any ways affilSf'cd in mind, body, or cftate j for 

Vol. VI, Y all 
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all who defirc, and ftand in need of our prayers, and for all 
who do not pray for them fe Ives. 

And Oh ! that all who hear mr, would fet apart fometime 
every day for the due performance of this moft neceflary duty f 
In order to which, 

I fhall now proceed, 

III. To (hew the advantages, and offer fome confiderations 
to excite you to the pravStice of daily intercefCon. - And 

I. Firji^ It will fill your hearts with love one to another. 
He that every day heartily intercedes at the throne of grace 
for all mankind, cannot but in a (hort time be filled with 
love and charity to all : and the frequent exercife of his love 
in this manner, will infeniibly enlarge bis heart, and make 
him partaker of that exceeding abundance of it which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord ! Envy, malice, revenge, and fuch 
like bellifh tempers, can never long harbour in a gracious j 
intercelTor's bread ; but he will be filled with joy, peaoe,^ 
meeknefs, long-fuffering, and all other graces of the Holy 
Spirit. By frequently laying his neighbour's wants before 
God, he will be touched with a fellow-feeling of them ; he 
will rejoice with thofe that do rejoice, and weep with thofe 
that weep. Every blefling beftowed on others, inftead of 
exciting envy in him, will be looked on as an anfwer to bis 
particular interceifion, and fill his foul with joy unfpeakabic 
and full of glory. 

Abound therefore in afts of general and particular intcr- 
ccflions; and when you hear of your neighbour's faults, 
inftcnd of relating them to, and expofing them before others, 
lay them in fecret before God, and beg of him to correS and 
amend them. When you hear of a notorious finner, inftead 
of thinking you do well to be angry, beg of Jesus Christ 
to convert, and make him a monument of his free grace; 
you cannot imagine what a blefled alteration this practice 
will make in your heart, and how much you will increafe 

day 
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ddy by day in the fpirit of love and meeknefa towards all 
mankind ! 

But farther^ to excite you to the condant praflice of this 
duty of interceflion, confider the many inftances in holy 
fcripture, of the power and efficacy of it. Great and excellent 
things are there recorded as the effcdls of this divine employ- 
It has flopped plagues, it has opened and (hut heaven ; and 
has frequently turned away God's fury from his people. How 
was Jbimeleclis houfe freed from the difeafe God fent amorigft 
them, at the interceffion oi Abraham ! When " Phineas flood 
^ up and prayed^" how foon did the plague ceafe ! When 
Daniel humbled and affli£ted his foul, and interceded for the 
Lord's inheritance, how quickly was an angel difpatehed to 
tell him, ** his prayer was heard !" And, to mention but one 
inftance more, how does God own himfelf as it were over- 
come with the importunity of Mofes^ when he was interceding 
for his idolatrous people, *' Let me alone," fays God I 

V This fufficiently (hews, I could aimofl fay, the omnipo* 
tency of interceffion, and how we may, like Jacobs wreftle 
with God, and by an holy violence prevail both far oiirfelves 
and others. And no doubt it is owing to the fecret and 
prevailing interceflions of the few righteous fouls who flill 
remain among us, that God has yet fpared this miferably 
finful nation : for were there not fome fuch faithful ones, 
like Mojes^ left to fland in the gap, we fhould foon be de- 
flroyed, even as was Sodom^ and reduced to a(bes like unto 
Gomorrah*, 

But^ to ftir you Up yet farther to this e)«crcife of interceffion, 
confider, that in all probability^ it is the frequent employ- 
ment even of the glorified faints : for though they are de-t 
livered from the burden of the flelh, and reftored to the 
glorious liberty of the fons of God, yet as their happinefs 
• cannot be perfectly confumraated 'till the refurredion of the 
laft day, when all their brethren will be glorified with them, 
we cannot but think they are often importunate in befeech- 
ing our heavenly Father, fliortlv to accomplifli the number 

Y 2 of 
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to be judged by min's judgment ; I hope my eye is Tingle; 
but I befecch you, brethren, by the mercies of God in 
Christ Jesus, pray that it may be more fo ! and that I may 
increafe with the increafe of grace in the knowledge and love 
of God through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

And now, brethren, what fhall I fay more ? I could wifli to 
continue my difcourfe much longer ; for I can never fully 
cxprefs the dcfire of ipy foul towards you ! Finally, there^ 
fore, brethren, '* whatfoever things are holy, whatfoever 
things are pure, whatfoever things are honeft, whatfoever 
things are of good report : if there be any confolation in 
Christ, if any fellowlhip of the fpirit," if any hopes of 
our appearing to the comfort of each other at the awful 
tribunal of Jesus Christ, " think of the things that you 
have heard," and of thofe which your paftors have declared, 
and will yet declare unto you ; and continue under their 
miniftry to *' work out your' own falvation with fear and 
trembling :" fo that whether I (hould never fee you any 
more, or whether it (hall pleafe God to bring me back again 
at any time, I may always have the fatisfa£lion of knowing 
that your converfation is fuch " as becometh the gofpel of 
Christ." 

I almoft perfuade myfelf, that I could willingly fufffcr all 
things, fo that it might any ways promote the falvation of 
your precious and immortal fouls ; and I befeech you, as my 
laft rcqueft, '* obey them that have the rule over you in the 
I.oRD 'y and be always ready to attend on their miniftry, as it 
is ynur bounden duty. Think not that I defire to have 
myfelf exalted at the expenoe of another's charaAer ; but 
raihcr think this, not to have any man's perfon too much in 
admiration ; but efteem all your minifters highly in love, as 
they juftly dcferve for then: work's Take. 

And now, " brethren, I commend you to God, and to the 

vi'ord of his grace, which is able to build you up, and give 

you an inheritance amongft all them that are fandlified," 

>lay God reward you for ail your works of faith, and 

3 labours 
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of love, and make you to abound more and more in 
;ood word and work towards all men. May he truly 
: all that have been convinced, and awaken all that 
id in trefpafles and fins ! May he confirm all that are 
ig ! And may you all go on from one degree of grace 
iotl\er, till you arrive unto the meafure of the flature 
-ulnefs of Christ ; and thereby be made meet toftand 
that God, " in whofe prefence is the fulnefs of joy, 
whofe right-hand there arc plcafures for evermore !" 
I Amen ! 
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SERMON LV. 

Perfecution every Chriftian's libt. 

2 Tim. iii. i2« 

ea^ and all that mil live godly in Christ j£sus, Jhidl 
fufftr Perfecution^ 

ITT* HEN our Lord was pleared to take upon himfelf the 
V V form of a fervant, and to go about preaching the 
ngdom of God \ he took all opportunities in public, and 
ore efpecially in private^ to caution his difciples agatnft feek- 
g great things for themfelves, and alfo to forewarn them of 
\t many diftrelTes, afflictions and perfecutions, which they 
uft exped to endure for his name's fake. The great apoftle 
ml therefore, the author of this epiftle, in this, as in all 
her things, following the fteps of his blefled.Mafter, takes 
irticular care, among other apoftolical admonitions, to warn 
)ung Timothy of the difficulties he muft expefl: Xo meet with 
1 the courfe of his miniftry : *^ This know alfo, that in the 
ft days perilous times fiiall come. For men fhall be lovers 

* their ownfelyes, covetous, proud, blafphemers, difobedient 
I parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural a6e£liofl» 
uce-breakers, falfe accufers, incontinent^ fierce, defpifers 

• thofe that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers 
' pleafure more than lovers of Gop ; having a form of god- 
nefs, but denying the power thereof: from fuch turn away, 
or of this fort are they who creep into houfes, and lead 
iptive filly women laden with fins, led away with divers 
ifts, ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 
F the truth. Now, as Jannes and Jambres (two of the Egyp- 
Off magicians]! withftopd Atofes (by working (ham miracles) 
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(b do they alfo rcfift the truth ; and (notwithftanding thcjr 
Jtccp up ihc form of religion) are men of corrupt minds, re- 
probate concerning the faith." But, in order to keep him 
from finking under their oppofition, he tells him, that though 
God, for wife ends, permitted thefc falfe teachers, as he did 
the magicians, to oppofe for fome time, yet they (hould now 
proceed no farther ; *' For their folly (fays he) ih^Il be made 
manifeft unto all men, as theirs (the Magicians) alfo was," 
when they could not fland before Mofis becaufe of the boil j 
for the boil was upon the AiagiclanSj as well as upon all the 
Egyptians. And then, to encourage Timothy yet the more, he 
propounds to him his own example ; *' But thou haft fully 
Jcnown my do^rjne, manner of life, purpofe, faith, long- 
fufFering, charity, patience, perfccutions, a$i£lions, which 
came unto me at Antiochy at Iconiunty at Lj/lra; what perfc- 
cutions I endured ; but out of them all the Lord delivered 
jnc." And then, left Timothy might think that this was only 
the particular cafe of PauU f^y? be, in the words of the tc^t, 
« Yea, and all th^t will live godly jn Christ Jesus, (hall 
fufFer perfecutipn," 

The words, without confidering them as they ftand in re- 
lation to the context, contain an important truth, that p^e- 
cution is the common lot of every godly man. This is a bard 
faying. How few can bear it ? I truft God, in the following 
difcourfe, will enable me to make it good, by fliewing, 

I. What it is to live godly in Christ Jesu3. 

II. The different kinds of perfccution to which they, who 
ijve godly, are expofed. 

III. Why it is, that godly men muft cxpe«a to fuflcr pcr- 

fecutioi). 

Lr^^Iy^ We fliall apply the whole. 

I. Fif/l^ Let us confider what it is to live godly in Christ 
Jt5U:i. Thi? ruppofcb, that we aic made the righLeuurnefs 

of 
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t>F God In Christ, that we are born again, and arre one 
with Christ by a living faith, and a vital union, even as 
Jeshs Christ and the Father are One. Unlefs we are thus 
converted, and transformed by the renewing of our minds, 
^e cannot properly be faid to be in Christ, much lefs to 
live godly in him. To be in Christ merely by baptifm, 
and an outward profeiSon, is not to be in Him in the flri£l 
fenfe of the word : no ; *^ They that are in Christ, arc 
new creatures; old things are pafled away, and all things 
are become new " in their hearts. Their life is hid with 
Christ in God ; their fouls daily feed on the invifible re- 
alities of another world. To ** live godly in Christ," is 
to make the divine will, and not our own, the fole principle 
of all our thoughts, words, and aftions j fo that, *' whether 
we eat or drink, or whatfoever we do, we do all to the glory 
of God." Thofe who live godly in Christ, may not fo 
much be fard to live, as Christ to live in them: He is their 
Alpha and Omega, their firft and laft, their beginning and 
end. They are led by his Spirit, as a child is led by the 
hand of its father ; and are willing to follow the Lamb 
whitherfoever he leads them* They hear, know, and obey 
his voice. Their affections are fet on things above ; their 
hopes are full of immortality ; their citizenfhip is in heaven. 
Being born again of God, they habitually live to, and daily 
walk with, God. They are pure in heart; and, from a 
principle of faith in Christ, are holy in all manner of con- 
verfation and godlinefs. 

This Is to '« live godly in Christ Jesus :" and hence 
we may eafily learn, why fo few fufFer perfecution ? Becaufe, 
fo few live godly in Christ Jesus. You may live formally 
in Christ, you may attend on outward duties ; you may 
live morally in Christ, you may (as they term it) do no 
one any harm, and avoid perfecution : but they " that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus, (hall fufFer perfecution." 

• 2. Secondly^ What is the meaning of the word Perfecution, 
and how many kinds there are of it, I come now to con- 
jider. 

The 
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The word Perfecution, is derived from a Gruk word figni- 
fying to purfucy and generally implies purfuing a perfon for 
the fake of his goodnefs, or God's good-will to him. The 

Firjl kind of it, is that of the Hiart, We have have an 
early example of this in that wicked one Cain^ who, becaufe 
the Lord had refpeA to Jbd and his offering, and not t9 
him and his offering, was very wroth, his countenance felf, 
and at length he cruelly flew his envied brother. Thus die 
Pharifees hated and perfecnted our Lord long before they 
laid hold on him : and our Lord mentions being inwardly 
hated of men^ as one ki^ of Perfecution his difciples were 
to undergo. This he^-enmity (if I may fo term it) is the 
root of all other kinds of Perfecution, and is, in fome de* 
gree or other, to be found in the foul of every unregenerated 
man ; and numbers are guilty of this perfecution, who nevcf 
have it in their power to perfecute any other way. Nay, 
numbers would actually put in practice all other degrees of 
perfecution, was not the name of Perfecution become odious 
amongft mankind, and did they not hereby run the hazard 
of lofing their reputation. Alas ! how many at the great 
day, whom we know not now, will be convi&ed and con^ 
demned, that all their life harboured a fecret evil-will againft 
Zion ! They may now fcreen it before men ^ but GoD feeth 
the enmity of their hearts, and will judge them asPerfecuton 
at the great and terrible day of jud^ent. A 

Second degree of Perfecution is that of the tongue ; <^ out 
of the abundance of the heart, the mouth fpeaketh." &fany, 
I fuppofe, think it no harm to fhoot out arrows, even bitter 
words, againft the difciples of the LoRp : they fcatter their 
firebrands, arrows and death, faying, ** Are we not in fport?** 
But, however they may efteem it, in God's account evil- 
fpeaking is a high degree of Perfecution. Thus IJhmaePt 
mocking Ifaacj is termed perfecuting him. ^* Blefled are ye 
(fays our Lord) when men (hall revile you and perfecute 
you, and (hall fay all manner of evil againft you falfely for 
my name's fake." From whence we may gather, that re» 
viiing, and fpeaking all manner of evil for Christ's fake^ 

is 
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is a high degree of perrecution. For <^ a good name, (fays 
the wife man} is better than precious ointment," and, to 
many, is dearer than life itfelf. It is a great breach of the 
fixth commandment, to flander any one; but to fpeak evil 
of and flander the difciples of Chrxst, merely becaufe they 
are his difciples, muft be highly provoking in the fight of 
God i and fuch who are guilty of it (without repentance) 
will find that Jesus Christ will call them to an account, 
and puni(h them for all their ungodly and hard fpeeches in a 
lake of fire and brimftone. This (hall be their portion to 
drink. The 

. Third and la/l kind of Perfecution, is that which expreflea 
itfelf in anions : as when wicked men feparate the children 
of God from their company j " Blefied arc ye, (fays our 
Lord) when they (hall feparate you from their company :'* 
or expofe them to church-cenfures. ^' They fhall put you 
out of their fynagogues ;'* threatening an J prohibiting them 
from making an open profeifion of his religion or worfhip ; 
or interdidting minifters for preaching his word, as the high- 
pr lefts threatened the apoftles, and ^' forbad them any more 
to fpeak in the name of Jfisos ;" and Paul breathed out 
threatenings and flaughters againft the difciples of the Lord: 
or when they call them into courts -y *^ You (hall be called 
before governors," fays our Lord : or when they fine, im- 
prifon, or punifh them, by confifcation of goods, cruel 
fcourging, and, laftly, death itfelf. 

It would be impoffible to enumerate in what various (hapes 
perfecution has appeared. It is a many- headed monfter, 
cruel as the grave, infatiable as hell i and, what is worfe, it 
generallly appears under the cloak of religion. But, cruel, 
infatiable, and horrid as It is, they that live godly in Christ 
Jesus, muft expert to fuiFer and encounter with it in all its 
forms. 

This is what we are to make good under our next general 
bead. 

3. ThirJlj, 
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J. TJjtrdlyi^hy is it that godly men ttiuft eirped to fUffer 
perfccution ? And, 

Firji^ This appears from the whole tettor of our Lord's 
doflrine. We will begin with his divine fermon on the 
itiount. ** Blefled are they who are perfecuted for righte- 
oufnefs fake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." So that^ 
if our Lord fpoke truth, we are not fo blefled ds to have an 
intereft in the kingdom of heaven, unlefs we are or have been 
perfecuted for righteoufncfs fake. Nay, our Lord (it is re- 
markable) employs three verfes in this beatitude, ami only 
one in each of the others ; not only to fiiew that it was a 
thing Which men (as men) are unwilling to believe, but alfo 
the neccflary confequence of it upon our being chriftians. 
This is likewife evident from all thofe paflages, wherein our 
Lord informs us, that he came upon the earth, •' not to 
fend peace, but a fword ;" and that the father-in-law fbould 
be againft the mother-in-law, and a man's foes (hould be 
thofe of his own houfliold. PaflTages, which though con- 
fined by falfe prophets to the iirft, I am perfuaded will be 
verified by the experience of all true chriftians in this, and 
every age of the church. Ic would be endlefs to recount ail 
the places, wherein our Lord forewarns his difciples, that 
they (hould be Called before rulers^ and thruft out of fyna- 
gogues, nay, that the time would come, wherein men (hould 
think they did God fervice to kill them. For this reafon he 
fo frequently declared, that ** unlefs a man forfake all that 
he had, and even hated life itfelf, he" could not be his dif- 
ciple." And therefore it is worthy our obfervation, that in 
the remarkable paflage, wherein our Lord makes fuch art 
extenfive promife to thofe who left all for him, he cautioufly 
inferts perfecutioD. " And JeSUs anfwered and faid. Verily 
I fay unto you, there is no man that hath left houfe, or bre- 
thren, or fitters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children^ 
or lands, for my fake and the gofpePs, but he (hall receive an 
hundred-fold now in this. time 5 houfes and brethren, and 
fifters and mothers, and children and lands, with . perfcCu- 
tions; (the word is in the plural number, including all kinds 
of perfccution) and in the world to come eternal life." He 

that 
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that hath ears to h^ar, let him hear what CHRist Ciys in all ' 
thefe paffages, and then confefs, that all who will live godly 
in Christ Jesus (hall fuffer perfecutiori. 

As this is proved from oiir Lord's doftrine, fo It ?s nb left 
evident from his life. Follow him from the manger to the 
crofs, and fee whether any perfecutiori was like that which 
the Son of God, the Lord of glory, uhdcrwent whilft here 
on earth. HoV(r was he hated by wicked men ? How often 
would that hatred have excited them to lay hold of him, had 
it not been for fear of the people ? How was he reviled, counted 
and called a Blafphcmer, a Wine-bibber, a Samaritan, nay, 
a Devil, and, in one word, had all manner of evil fpolcen* 
againft him falfely? What contradidlion of finners did he 
endure againft himfclf? How did men feparate from his com- 
pany, and were afhamed to*walk with him openly? infomucK 
that he once faid to his own difciples, " Will you alfo go 
away ?" Again, How was he ftoned, thruft out of the fyna- 
gogues, arraigned as a deceiver of the people, a feditious and 
peftilent fellow, an enemy to Cajar^ and as fuch fcourgcd, 
blind-folded, fpit upon, and at length condemned, and nailed 
to an accurfed tree ? Thus was the Matter perfecuted, thus 
did the Lord fuiFer; and the fervant is not above his Matter, 
nor the difciple above his Lord : " If they have perfecuted 
me, they will alfo perfecute you," fays the bleflfed Jesus, 
And again, '* Every man that is perfe£l (a true chriftiaii) 
muft be as his Matter/' or fuffer as he did. For in all thefc 
things our Lord has (c^ us an example, that we fliould fol- 
low his fleps : and therefore, far be it that any, who live 
godly in Christ Jesus, ftiould henceforward expefl to efcape 
fuffering perfecution. 

But farther : not only our Lord*s example, but the ex- 
ample of all the faints that ever lived, evidently demonftrates 
the truth of the apottle's aflertion in the text. How foon 
was Abel made a martyr for his religion ? How was Jfaoc 
mocked by the fon of the bond-woman ? And what a large 
catalogue of fuffering Old Tcftament faints, have we re- 
corded 
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corded iii thtr xith chapter of the Hebrews ! Read the Ads of 
the Apofilcs, and fee how the firft chriftians were threatened, 
ftoiied, imprifoned, fcourged^ and perfecuted even unto death; 
Examine Church Hiftory in after-ages, and you will find the 
murder of the innocents by Herod^ was but an earned of the 
innocent blood which (hould be (bed for the fake of Jesus. 
Examine the Ocperience of faints now living on earth ; and^ 
if it were poflible to confult the fpirits of juft men made 
perfed, I am perfuaded each would concur with the apoftle 
in aiTerting, that '^ all who will live godly in Christ Jesus^ 
Ihall fuffer perfecution/' 

How can it be otherwife in the very nature of things ? 
Ever fmce the fall, there has been an irreconcileable enmity 
between the feed of the woman and the feed of the ferpent. 
Wicked men hate GoD, and therefore cannot but hate thofe 
who are like him : they hate to be reformed, and therefore 
muft hate and perfecute thofe, who^ by a contrary behaviour^ 
ceftify of them, that their deeds are evil. Befides, pride of 
heart leads men to perfecute the fervants of Jesus Christ. 
If they commend them, they are afraid of being afked. Why 
do not you follow them ? And therefore becaufe they dare 
not imitate, though they may fometimes be even forced ta 
approve their way, yet pride and envy make them turn per- 
iccutors* Hence it is, that as it was formerly, fo it is nowy 
and fo will it be to the end of time ; '< He that is born after 
the flefh, (the natural man, does and) will perfectite him 
that is born after the Spirit," the regenerate man. Becaufe 
chriftians are not of the world, but Christ hath chofeil 
them out of the world, therefore the world will hate them^ 
If it be obje£ied againft this do£lrine, that we now live in a 
chriflian world, and therefore muft not exped fuch perfe«a> 
cution as formerly \ I anfwer^ All are not chriftians that artf 
called fo ^ and, till the heart is changed^ the enmity againft 
God (which is the root of all perfecution) remains : and 
confequently chriftians^ falfely fo called^ will perfecute as well 
as others. I obferved therefore, in the beginning of this dif- 
courfe, that Paul mentions thofe that had a form of religion^ 

as 
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ik^ petfons of whom Timothy had need be chiefly iware : for^ . 
ab our Lord and his apoftles were moftly perfecuted by their 
countrymen the Jews, fo we muft expe£i the like ufage from 
ihe Formalifts of our own nation, the Pharifees^ who feeni 
tb be religious. The moil horrid and barbarous perfecutidns 
have been carried on by thofe who have called themfelves 
Chriftians ; witnefs the days of queen Mary ; and the fines, 
banifhments and imprifonments of the children of God in 
the laft century, and the bitter, irreconcileable hatred that 
appears in thoufands who call themfelves Ghriilians^ even iit 
the prefertt days wherein we live; 

Perfons, whd lirgtid againft perfecution^ are not fuffici* 
cntly fenfible of the bitter enmity of the heart of every unre- 
generate man againft God. For my oWn part, I am fo far 
from wondering that chriftians are perfecuted^ that I wonder 
our ftl-eets do not run with the blood of the faints: was mens 
power equal to their wills^ fuch a horrid fpe£lftcl# would 
foon appeilr. But^ 

Perfecutioh is heceflary in refpefl: to the godly themfelves. 
If we have hot all manner of evil fpoken of us, how caii wa 
know whether we feek only that honour which cometh front 
above? If we have no perfecutors^ how can oiir paiSve graces 
be kept in exercife? fiow can many chriftian precepts be put 
into praSice ? How can we love, pray for, ahd do good to, 
thofe who defpitefully ufe us ? How can we overcome evil 
with good ? In fhort, how can we know we love God better 
than life itfelf ? Paul was fenfible of all this, arid therefore 
fo pofitively and peremptorily aflerts, that " all who will live;, 
godly ill Christ Jesus^ fhall fufFer perfecution.'* 

Not that I affirm, all are perfecuted in a like degree. Noi 
this would be contrary both to fcriptiire and experience. But 
though all chriftians ar-e not really called to fufFer every kind 
of perfecutioh, yfet all chriftians are liable thereto : and not- 
withftanding fome may live in more peaceful times of the 
thOrch than others, yet all chriftians, in all ages, Will find 
^ Vot.VU Z hy 
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by tbc:r Ofrn cxpcrknct, that, whether tber act ia a pnrate 
or pub'.'.c capacinr, they inui. La foaic degree or ocber, fciffcr 
pertecutiofi. 

Kfrs then I wou'i paufe, anJ, ^?.jr, by way of appllca- 
li;,n, exhort all p2ri'or*i, 

/Tr,?, To fland a while and examine themfetres. For, 
bv whiir has been (aid, you may gather one mark, whereby 
you may judge whether you arc chrifiians or not. Were 
you ever per fee u ted for righteoufnefs fake ? If not, you 
never yet lived godly in Christ our Lord. Whatever you 
may fay to the contrary, the infpired apoftlc^ in the words 
of the text (ihe truth of which, I think, I have fufficiently 
proved) pofitively aflerts, that all who will live godly in 
Him, (hall fuiFer perfccution. Not that all who :;Te perre- 
cuted are real chriftians ; for many fometimes fufier, and are 
perfecuted, on other accounts than for righteoulneft fake. 
The great quefiion therefore is. Whether you were ever 
perfecuted for living godly i You may boaft of your great 
prudence and fagacity (and indeed thefe are excellent things) 
and glory becaufe you have not run fuch lengths, and made 
yourfelves fo fiRgular,.and liable to fuch contempt, as. fome 
others have. But, alas ! this is not a mark of your being 
of a Chriftian, but of a Laodic$an fpirit, neither hot nor 
cold, and fit only to be fpewed out of the mouth of God. 
That which you call prudence, is often, only cowardice, 
dreadful hypocrify, pride of heart, which makes you dread 
contempt, and afraid to give up your reputation, for God. 
You are afliamed of Christ and his gofpcl ; and in all 
probability, was he to appear a fecond time- upon earth, in 
words, as well as wx>rks, you would deny him. Awake 
therefore, all ye that live only formally in Christ Jesu»> 
^nd no longer feek that honour which cometh of man. I 
do not defire to court you, but I intreat you to live godly,^ 
and fear not contempt for the fake of Jesus Christ. Beg, 
of God to give you his Holy Spirit, that you may fee 
through, and difcover the latent hypocrify of ypiir hieafts, . 
2ind no longer deceive your own fouls. Remember you 

canpot 
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cannot reconcile two irrcconcileable differences^ God and 
Mammon, the friendfhip of this world with the favour of 
God. Know you not who hath told you, that " the 
friendfliip of this world is enmity with God ?*' If therefore 
you are in friendfhip with the world, notwithftanding all 
your fpecious pretences to piety^ you are at enmity with 
God : you are only heart- hypocrites; and, " What is the 
hope of the hypocrite, when GoD (hall take away his foul ?'* 
Let the words of the text found an alarm in your ears j O let 
them fink deep into your hearts ) ** Yea^ and all that will 
live godly in Christ Jfesus, (hall fuffcr perfecution/* 

Secondly^ From the words of the text^ I would take occa- 
fion to fpeak to thofe, who are about to lift themfelves under 
the banner of Christ's crofs. What fay you ? Are you re- 
folved to live godly in Christ Jesus, notwithftanding the 
confequence will be, that you muft fuffer perfecution ? You 
arc beginnihg to build j but have you taken our Lord's 
advice^ to " fit down firft and count the coft ?'* Have you 
well weighed with yourfelves that weighty declaration, ** He 
that loveth father or mother rtiore than Me, is not worthy 
of Me ;*' and again, '* tJnlefs a man forfake all that hfe hath 
he cannot be tmy difciple ?" Perhaps feme of you have great 
poflTeffions ; will not you go away forrowful, if ChAi^t 
ihould requirfe you to fell all that you have ! Others of you 
again may be kinfmenj or fome way related, or under obli- 
gations, to the high-prifefts, or other great perfohages^ who 
iftay be perftcuting the church of Christ : What fay you ? 
Wift you, with Alofes, " rather chufe to fufFer affliflion 
liJith the people of God, than enjoy the pleafures of fin for 
afeafon ?" Perhaps you may fay, my friends will not oppofa 
me. That is more than you know ; in all probability your 
chief enemies will be thofe of your own hou(hold. If there- 
fore they (hould oppofe you, are you willing naked to folloVir 
a naked Christ? and to wander about in (heep-flrins and 
goats-lkms, in dens and caves of the earth, being afflicted, 
dcftitute, tormented, rather than not be Christ's difciplcsif 
You' are now all following with zeal, as Ruth and Orpab 
Aid Nasmiy and may weep under the wordj but arc not your 
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ttzn crocui'iJti tf^n ? And, when difirukis cpmr^ nS 
jrvu nor ^o batk froaa fo'l owing roar LciD, s O^jnttde- 
parted frvn folic/iririg Si^i^Li ? Hzvc tou real}j ms rooc «f 
j^'ict in y^uj bcarti f or, arr lou onl'y feanj-grDaad botr- 
*:'i f Yoj rrccivc tbc word wito nnr; bur, wDcn j«rfccuDoo 
ar f-r-j bfc^ufc of tbc vctfd, will }oa d« be in^mtiiaidj of- 
fended f iJt nyt 2X3gr J with mc fw putt-Dg tbrfr qucfiioiss to 
J '.a- I um \*:a.om\, over you, but it 21 with & gticj jesloafj: 
for, ;.lafe : h'>w mkijjr have put thtir hkiids to tbc ptoogh, 
^i<i atfitrwardk have (hztctfullj looLfrd back ? I c&lj ^eal 
with you, as cur Lx>kd did with the pcriba that {£d^ 
*^ Lofti;, I will fo'low thcc •bithcrfocixr tbcyi wilt.'' 
*< The foxes have boles, ajid the bixils of the air have ocfis, 
^* but the (on of man, (fays be) hath not where to lay his 
head/' What iay you ? Are you « iUiiig to codiire hard- 
fiefs, and thereby approve yourielvcs good foldiers of Jesus 
Christ r You now cotne on foot out of the towns and vil- 
lages to bear the word, and receive me as a neflenger of 
Gop : but will you not by and by cry out. Away with hioi, 
away with him ; it is not fit fuch a fellow ibouid live upoa 
the earth ? Perhaps fome of you, like HotuuIj may fay, ^^ Are 
we dogs, that we (hould do this r " But, alas ! I have met 
with many unhappy fouls, who have drawn back unto per- 
dition, and have afterwards accounted me their enemy, for 
dealing faithfully with them ; though once, if it were pof- 
fible, they would have plucked out their own eyes, and have 
given them unto me. Sit down therefore, I befeech you^ 
and fcrioufly count the coft, and afk yourfelves again and 
again, whether you count all things but dung and drofs, and 
are willing to fuffer the lofs of all things, fo that you may 
win Christ, and be found in him : for you may afliire 
yourfelves, the apoille hath not fpoken in vain, ^< AH that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus, lhall fufFcr perfecution." 

Thirdlyy The text fpcaks to you that are patiently fuffer- 
ing for the truth's fake ; " Rejoice, and be exceeding glad ; 
groat fliall be your reward in heaven/* For to you it i% 
given, not only to believe, but alfo to fuffer, and perhaps 
icmarkaWy too, for the iake of Jesus ! This is a mark of 

your 
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your difjciplefliip, an evidence that you do live godly in Christ 
Jesus. Fear not, therefore, neither be difmayed. O be 
not weary and faint in your minds ! Jesus, your Lord, 
your life, cometh, and his reward is with him. Though 
all men forfake you, yet will not he : no s the Spirit of 
Christ and of glory fhall reft upon you. In patience 
therefore poflefs your fouls. Sanftify the Lord God in 
your hearts. Be in nothing terrified by your adverfaries : on 
their part Christ is evil fpoken of; on your part he is glo- 
rified., Be not afliamed of your glory, fince others can glory 
in their fliame. Think it not ftrange concerning the fiery 
trial, wherewith you are or may be tried. The Devil rages, 
knowing that he hath but a {hort time to reign. He or his 
Cmiflaries have no more power than what is given them from 
above: God fets them their bounds, which they cannot 
pafs; and the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear 
flot ; no one fhall fet upon you to hurt you, without your 
heavenly Father's knowledge. Do your earthly friends and 
parents forfake you ? Are you caft out of the fynagogues ? 
The Lord (hall reveal himfelf to you, as to the man that 
was born blind ? Jesus Christ fhall take you up. If they 
carry you to prifon, and load you with chains, fo that the 
iron enter into your fouls, even there fhall Christ fend an 
angel from heaven to ftrengthen you, and enable you, with 
Paul and Sllasy to *' fing praifes at midnight." Are you 
threatened to be thrown into a den of lions, or caft into a 
burning fiery furnace, becaufe you will not bow down and 
worfhip the beaft ? Fear not ; the God, whom you ferve, is 
able to deliver you : or, if he fhould fuffer the flames to de- 
vour your bodies, they would only ferve, as fo many fiery 
chariots, to carry your fouls to God. Thus it was with 
the martyrs of old ; fo that one, when he was burning, cried 
out, '' Come, you Papifts, if you want a miracle, here, be- 
hold one ! This bed of flames is to me a bed of down." Thus 
it was with almoft all that fufFered in former times : for 
Jesus, notwithftanding he withdrew his own divinity from 
himfelf, yet has always lifted up the light of his countehangc 
upon the fouls of fuffering faints. " Fear not therefore tljofe 
that can kill the body, and after that have no more that they' 
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can do ; but fear Him only, who is able to deflroy both body 
and foul in hell." Dare, dare to live godly in Christ 
Jesus, though you fufFer all manner of perfecytion. But, 

Fourthly^ Are there any true minifters of Jesus Christ 
here ? You will not be offended if I tell you, that the words 
of the text are, in an efpecial manner, applicable to you, 
Paul wrote them to Timothy ; and we, of all men, that live 
godly in Christ Jesus, muft expedl to fuffer the fcverefl: per- 
fecution. Satan will endeavour. to bruife our heels, let who 
will efcape : and it has been the general way of God's pro- 
vidence, in times of perfccution, to permit the fliepherd) 
firft to be fmitten, before the fheep are fcattered. Let us 
not therefore fliew that we arc only hirelings, who care not 
for the flieep; but, like the great Shepherd and Bifhop of 
fouls, let us readily lay down our lives for the fheep. Whilft 
others are boafting of their great preferments, let us rather 
glory in our great afflictions and perfecutions for the fake of 
Christ. Paul rejoiced that he fuffered affliftions and per? 
fecutions at Iconium and Lyf^ra : out of all, the LoRp deli- 
vered him ; out of all, the Lord will deliver us, and caufe 
us hereafter to fit down with him on thrones, when he comej 
to judge the twelve tribes of Jfrael, 

I could proceed j but I am confcious, in this part of my 
Jifcourfe, I ought more particularly to fpeak to myfelf, 
knowing that Satan has defired to have me, that he may fift 
me as wheaf. Without a fpirit of prophecy, we^may eafily, 
difcern the figns of the times. Perfecution is evea at the 
doors : the tabernacle of the Lord is already driven into the. 
wildernefs : the ark of the Lord is fallen into the unhal- 
lowed hands of uncircumcifed Philijltnes, They have long 
fince put us out of their fynagogues, and high-priefts have, 
been calling on ciyil magiftrates to exert their authority 
^gainft the difciples of the Lord. Men in power have been 
breathing out threatenings ; we may eafily guefs what will 
follow, imprifonment and flaughter. The ftorm has been 
gathering fome time ^ it muft break Shortly. Perhaps it may 
f^)j on me firft. 

I Brethrea 
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Brethren tfrerefore, whether in the miniflry or not, I befeech 
you, " pray for me," that I may never fuffer juftly, a$ an 
evil-doer, but only for righteoufnefs fake. O pray that I 
may not deny my Lord in any wife, but that I may joyfully 
follow him, both to prifon and to death, if he is pleafed to 
call me to fcal his truths with my blood. Be not a(hame4 
of Christ, or of his gofpel, though I flicxuld become si 
|>rifoner of the Lord. Though I, am bound, the word of 
GaD will not be bound : no ; an open, an eiFcdual door is 
opened for preaching the everlafting gofpel, and men or 
devils (hall never be able to prevail agajnft it. Only pray, 
thai, whether it be in life or death, Christ may be glori- 
fied in me ; then I fliall rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 

And noW) to whom jQiall I addrefs myfelf next i 

■ Pifihly'i To thofe, who perfecute their neighbours for hV-^ 
ing godly in Christ Jesus, But, what fhall I fay to you ? 
Howl and weep for the miferies that fliall come upon you : 
for a little while the Lord permits you to ride over the 
heads of his people ; but, by and by, death will arreft you, 
judgment will find you, and Jesus Christ fliall put a que- 
ftion to you, which will ftrike you dumb. Why perfecuted 
you Mi? You may plead your laws and your canons, and 
pretend what you do is out of zeal for God ; but God fliall 
difcover the curfed hypocrify and ferpentine enmity of your 
hearts, and give you over to the tormentors. It is well, if 
in this life God does not fend fome mark upon you. He 
pleaded the caufe of Naiothy when innocently condemned 
for blafpheming God and the king; and our Lord fent 
forth his armies, and deftroyed the city of thofe who killed 
the prophets, and fl:oned them that were fent unto them. If 
you have a mind therefore to fill up the meafure of your 
iniquities, go on, perfecute and defpife the difcjples of the 
Lord : but know, " that for all tbefe things, God fliall 
bring you into judgment." Nay, thofe you now perfecute, 
(hall be in part your judges, and fit on the right-hand of 
the Majefty on high, whilfl: you are dragged by infernal 
Spirits into a lake that burneth with fire and brimftone, and 
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the (moke of your tormcot fliall be afcending up for arer 

and ever. Lay down therefore, ye rebels, your arms againft 

the moft high God, and no longer perfecute thofe who live 

godly in Christ Jesus. The Lord will plead, the Lord 

will avenge, their caufe. You may be permitted to bruife 

their heels, yet in the end they {hall bruife your accurfed 

heads. I fpeak not this, as though I were afraid of you ^ 

for I know in whom I have believed : oAIy out of pure love 

I warn you, and becaufe I know not but Jesus Christ 

may make fome of you veflels of mercy, and fnatch you, 

even you perfecqtorsy as fire-brands out of the fire. Jesus 

Christ came into the worJd to fave fmners, even perfecu- 

tors, the worft of Tinners : his rigbteoufnefs is fufficient for 

them ; his Spirit is able to purify and change their hearts. 

He once converted Saul : may the fame God magnify bisf 

power, in converting all thofe who arc caufing the godly iq 

Christ Jesus, as much ,as in them lies, to fu£fer perfecu? 

tion ! The Lord be with you all. Amen, 
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SERMON LVI. 

An Exhortation to the People of God not to 
be difcouraged in their Way, by the Scoffs 
and Contempt of wicked Men. 



Hebrews iv. 9. 
Itbere nmainetb therefore a R^ to the People of Gop.' , 

WHEN we confider the perfecutions they are expofel 
to, who live righteoufly and godly in this prefent ' 
world ; it is amazing to confider, that the people of this gene« 
ration fhould be fo fond of a name to live, while they are in 
cfFca dead. The people of God are to expeft little elfe but 
troubles and trials while they are in this world ; common- 
experience is a contradiiSlion to my text, that there is a reft to 
the people of God ; but the author of the Hebrews, when 
fpeaking of this reft, did not mean that they ftiould have a reft 
here. No ; he too well knew that the people of God, all 
who would feek and ferve the Lord Jesus, muft be defpifed, 
hated, fcofied, flandered, and evil intreated ; but the time was 
h^ftening when they fliould have a perfefil reft : there is a reft 
l^id up for them, and this is an encouragement for you, my 
brethren, to hold on, and hold out your way rejoicing ; after 
death there will be a reft for ever ; at judgment, you fliall be 
taken up to dwell with the Lord Jesus Christ ; and there, 
you fh^U be for eyer exempted from fin s you fliall reft from 
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all manner of forrow, and be no more troubled with the 
temptations of Satan. Now, you can fet about nothing for 
the glory of God, or for your own foul's welfare, but the devil 
]S difluading you from it, or diftra£ling you in it, or difcou- 
raging you after it. Here we are {^offtd and derided ; as the 
worfd hated the Lord Jesus Christ, fo will it hate you : 
but be not difcouraged, though we are here the fcorn and ofF- 
faonriQg'of alt thrygs i and afe m J3 g^ing tiockxo^ iaen amit. 
ar^h- Thougl]^ ;thcy put w gr^ p£ their fyfiagOgues^^ ^fl 
out our name as tvil^ and look.oa us> as perfbns unEt fpr their 
company; yet, in 'that reft which li 'prepared for you, my 
brethren, we fhall then be gazed at for our glory, and they 
' ihut out of the affembly of the faints, and feparated from us, 
whether they wiH or no ; unfelS thVLoRD Jesus Christ, 
by his free, rich, and fovereign grace, brings them unto 
)iimfelf. ' ^ •. : ■ 

The letter-learned. Scribes and Phgrifecs of this daj^^ look 
on w as madmen tirr* cnthuftaffts* y'iiit ' though ihif make Co 
much noife about the word enihuftaji^ it means no more than 
iSH^ one ift QofP ;; and what cftrifliabr can fay^' }» js'iofi ia^ 
Q0t^ and GoD':!^ hhn \ And) if this b.to be an.eiithufalE, 
Gqs^ grant: I. may b>s more aiiul orare fo; M we bein^ itl" 
Christ, an4:Ci^R;(ST in ufi„ nsk^tidfi enthufiafts,. i wooU 
to, God we werfr all more and ])t)oi»> ehlhufiaiis.. Thi^ now ' 
think it firangts, that we run not tvith them into all excefs of 
r<Dt, and becaufc we will not go to the devil's diverfions with 
them, therefore they fpeak evil Of us. We cannot now go 
along the fireet, but every one is pointing out his -finger with 
ftorn^ and cries. Here comes another of his followers ; what ! 
ypu are become one of his difciples too ! Butthere is a reft 
which will be a complete deliverance for you. Let none of 
tfaefe things moye you ; for, though you are thus treated here, 
confider, you (hall in heaven have no difcouraging company, 
nor any but what will be an afllftance to you ; you will have 
no fcoffcr there,, all will be ready to join with heart and voice 
ipi your everjafting joy and praifcs.' You will not be counted 
coihunafts, madoien, and rabBle, in that reft which remaineth 
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for the ppopl^ of God. Therefore, ppflefs your fouls in 
patience ; account it matter of joy when you fall jnto trtbu-* 
lation ; God, in his own time, will deliver us ; let nqt their 
hindering us from preaching in the church, be any difcourage-i 
ment ; do not {brink, and draw back, becaufe of oppolition ^ 
be not afhamed of your work or matter ; but hold f^fi your 
integrity. You muft cxpe<ft to go through evil report, an4 
good repprt ; fear not the violence of unre^fonable men ; l^ 
theoi hate you, and caft you out for the Lord's fake, behoW 
he (hall appear to your joy, and they fhall be aftamed: 
therefore hold on, and hold out to the end. Be ftedfaft and 
patient, and bear the troubles of the world -^ if you are th? 
people of God, there is a reft providecj for you, which you 
ihall certainly obtaix^t 

I fhall not fpeak unto you^j Pharifees, this morning, nor to 
^ny, except to you who have experienced the pangs of the 
^ewrbirth, or are at prefent under them, and who know what 
it is to love the Lord Jesus in fincerity and truth : do not 
be difcouraged, or think hard of the ways of God, my d^ar 
brethren, becaufe you are not loved by the men of this 
world J if you were of the world it would love you ; it would 
then be pleafed with your company ; it would not thruft you 
from a tavern, or ^n alebgufe ; it would not diflike you for 
finging the fongs of the drunkard, or for going to plays, 
balls, or other polite and fafhjonable entertainments, as they 
are called ; no, thefe the children of the world like ; but^ 
if you will fing hymns and pfalms, and go to hear what God 
hath to fay unto your fouls, and fpend your time in readings 
praying, and frequenting religious affemblies, then it is that 
they diflike you, and thruft you out of their company, as 
unworthy thereof; but let none of thefe things move you, 
for the reft which Jesus Christ hath prepared for you, is 
an ample fecopipejice for all you may meet with here. 

This reft is the fruit of the blood of the Lord Jesus^ 
Christ : O how will it fill our fouls with love, to think 
(hat througl^ the ftream^ of (his bloody we have pvercome the 
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violence of the world, and the fnarcs of the devil. My dear 
brethren, be not difcouragcd at the treatment you meet with 
here, but let it be a means to ftir you up to advance in the 
love of the Lord Jesus Christ, who hath prepared a reft 
for you. Can you confider, what Christ has done and 
fuffered for you, and have your hearts ftupified with vile and 
fcnfelefs pleafures? Can you hear of a panting, bleeding, 
dying Jesus, and yet be dull ^nd unafFefted ? Was there 
any forrow like unto his forrow ? and all this, he under* 
went to fave you, who were vile^ and polluted, and by na- 
ture, fince the fall, a motly mixture of the beaft and devil. 
Jesus Christ, by dying upon the crofs, intended to take 
away the devil and bead from your heart, and to prepare 
it for himfelf to dwell in. Think of the love of this your 
Jesus, and then, will a little reproach and fcorn move you ? 
fure it will not. I hope better things of you, and things 
(h^t accompany falvation* 

O think with what plcafing aftonifliment you will tee the 
Lord Jesus Christ, when be comes to take you to his 
reft : now his heart is open to us ; but our hearts are fhut 
againft him ; then, then, his heart (hall be open, and ours 
fhall be fo too. O my brethren, how will ypur love be in* 
irreafed ? With what raptures will you fee the Lord Jesus 
Christ ? Therefore, undergo a few reproaches here pati- 
ently, and revilfc not again. Let them fay what they pJeafc 
©f me, the reproaches, fcorns, and contempt of this world, 
will no ways hurt me, but will recoil upon their own heads ; 
leave it to the Lord, who knows what is beft for you and 
n)e: do not qucftion his love; he will be with you; only do 
you, who have tafied the Lord to be gracious, follow har4 
^fter him. 

And now, let me fpeak a word unto you, who have not 
jret experienced the love of Christ t© your fouls, but are 
waiting for his appearance, I (hall be but very fliort, bpc^ufe 
I would not break in upon the duties of the day. 

I fhall 
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I (hall fpeak unto you a word of invitation ; even, to wait 
ftill on the Lord j do not forfake him, though he may not 
anfwer your petitions at once or twice feeking unto him; 
hold on, do not leave feeking him, and you fhall have an 
anfwer of peace ; remember the poor man who was lamc> 
and had lain at the pool of Bethejda thirty-eight years for 
relief, yet at laft he found that it was worth waiting for^ he 
obtained his defire. 

And if you are but zealous for the Lord, and feek unto 
Jesus, if your zeal be according to godlinefs, and you pray 
unto him for his Spirit, you (hall certainly have an anfwer 
of peace ; you (hall find it is good to feek unto the Lord^ 
you will be adopted into his family, and by his fpirit be 
enabled to cry, " Abba, Father." O then do not leave, but 
be continually waiting at wifdom's gate, and you fhall find 
all her ways to be ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are 
peace ; then, you (hall find that it is worth waiting on the 
Lord Jesus ; and when you have got his Spirit within you« 
all the power of men or devils cannot msike you forfake the 
ways of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If you do but once tafte of his pardoning love, it will be 
fo delightful unto you, that you will cry for more and n\ore 
thereof; you will be as full as you can hold, and flill not be 
fatisfied ; you will defire more and more of this love of 
Jesus, you will hunger and thirft, and hunger and thirft 
again, and never be fatisiied till you come to that reft which 
is prepared for the people of God, where all hungering and 
thirfling will ceafe, and will be turned into fongs and halle- 
lujahs, and that for ever and ever. 

As many of you as defign to partake of the emblems of 
the body and blood of our dying Lord, examine well your- 
felves, left by eating and drinking unworthily, you eat and 
drink damnation unto yourfelves : remember the dying love 
of your dying Lord, and c^at and drink in commemoration 
6 thereof; 
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thereof; do not let the world keep you from partaking here- 
of ; ind wfieh you have eaten and drank, do not go away 
and run into the world ; let the World fee that you have been 
with Jesus ; give them no room to fpeak unfeemly, they da 
that enough without occafion 3 bat how Wotdd they rejoice 
if Aey bad juft rcafon. 

Look well then unto your paths, thsit you do not flip; 
remember that all your faults are magnified, and that all 
your little flips are laid upon me ; therefore, look well unto 
your ways, your words, your anions, that threy may filence 
gainfayers ; let them fee that we have the prefence of Goet 
whh us, and that there has been good done by field-preach- 
ing. 

Let me exhort you once more to confider the love of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. O do not forget his love. Confider, 
I befeech you, how great it has bfeerfurito you, and do not 
flight this his grace, the riches, the love, the kindhefs of 
your dear Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
prepared this eternal reft for you ; he alfo laid down his life 
for your fakes : what great love was here ! that while you 
were enemies to the Lord of glory, he died for you, to re- 
deem you from fin, from hell and wrath, that you might live 
and reign with him^ world without end. 

The Lamb that died, and was buried, is now rifen and 
eixalted, and fits on the right-hand of God the Father ; and 
when he fliall come to judge all the world, thefl, my bre-» 
thren, it will be feen whether we have defer ved the ufage 
the vi^orld has given us; then it will be known who are the 
true followers of the Lord Jesus, land who are madmen 
and fools ; but, may it be determined in this world, that we 
and our prefent enemies may enter into that reft which Goi?^ 
hith prepared for thofc that love him^ 

Which God of his inHnite mercy grant t 

My 
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My brethren, let not thefe few words of exhortation be 
forgotten, but lay them up in your hearts, and remember 
they muft be called over another day. I (hould have enlarged, 
but the duties of the day obliged me to forbear. 

Now, to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, be all 
power, &c. 
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SERMON LVIL 

Preached before* the Governor, and Council, 
and the Houfe of Affembly, in Georgia^ 
on January 28, 1770. 



Z ECH. IV. 10. 
For who bath defpifed the t>ay offmall things f 

MENj brethren, and fathers, at fundry times and in 
divers manners, God fpake to the fathers by tHe 
prophets, before he fpoke to us in thefe laft days by his Son. 
And as God is a fovereign agent, and his facred Spirit 
bloweth when and where it lifteth, furely he may reveal and 
make known his will to his creatures, when, where, and how 
he pleafeth 5 *' and who fliall fay unto him, what doeft thou ?" 
Indeed, this feems to be one reafon, todifplay his fovereignty, 
why he chofe^ before the canon of fcripture was fettled, to 
make known his mind in fuch various methods^ and to fuch, 
a variety of his fervants and meffengers. 

Hence it is, that we hear, he talked with Abraham as 
** a man talketh with a friend." To Mojei he fpoke *' face 
to face." To others by *' dreams in the night," or by 
•' vifions" impreffed ftrongly on their imaginations. This 
feems to be frequently the happy lot of the favourite evan- 
gelical prophet Ticchariah^ I call him evangelical prophet^ 
becaufe his predidlions, however they pointed at fome ap- 
proaching, or immediate event, ultimately terminated in 
Him, who is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 

Vol. VI. A a end 
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end of all the lively oracles of God. The chapter from 
which our text is felecled, among many other palLges, is 
a ftriking proof of this : An angel, that had been more than 
once fcnt to him on former occafions, appears again to him, and 
by way of vifion, and '* waked him, (to ufe his own words) 
as a man that is wakened out of his fleep." Prv7.phcts, and 
the greateft fervants of God, need waking fometimes out of 
their drowfy frames. 

Methinks I fee this man of God ftarting'out of his deep, 
and being all attention : the angel afked him, ^^ what feed 
thou ?" He anfwers, '* I have looked, and behold, a candte- 
ftick all of gold," an emblem of the church of God, *' with 
a bowl upon the top of it, and fevcn lamps thereon, and fcven 
pipes to the feven lamps, which were upon the top thereof;*' 
implying, that the church, however reduced to the loweft 
€bb, fliould be preferved, be kept fupplied, »and fiiining, 
through the invifible, but not jefs real, becaufe invifible aids 
and operations of the blefled Spirit of God. The occafion 
of fuch an extraordinary vifion, if we compare this pafTagc 
with the fecond chapter of the Prophecy of the prophet 
Haggaiy feems to be this : It was now near eighteen years 
fince the Jewijh people had been delivered from their long 
and grievous Babyhnijb captivity ; and being fo long de- 
prived of their temple and its worfhip, which fabric bad been 
rafed even to the ground, one would have imagined, that 
immediately upon their return, they fliouH*have poftponcd 
all private works, and with their united ftrength have firft 
fet about rebuilding that once ftately and magnificent 
ftruflure. But they, like too many chriftians of a like luke- 
warm ftamp, though all acknowledged that this church-work 
was a neceflary work, yet put themfeJves and others off, 
with this godly pretence, " The time is not come, the time 
that the Lord^s houfe (hould be built." The time is not 
come ! what, not In eighteen years ! for fo long had tbcy 
now been returned from their ftate of bondage : and pray, 
why was not the time come? The prophet Haggai tdls 
them; their whole time was fo taken up in building for 
themfelves cieled houfes, that they had no time left to build 
I aa 
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an habitation for their great and glorious Behefa£tor^ thi 
mighty Gob of Jacob. 

This ingratitude muft not be paifed by Uhpiihimed. Om- 
nifcience obferves, Omnipotence refent$ it ! And that thcj^ 
Inight read their fin in theii: puniflimcnt, as they thought it 
beft to get tich^ and fecure hdufes and lands and eftates for 
themfelves, befote they fet about linneceffary church-workj 
the prophet tells them^ ** You havd fowri ihuch, biit bring 
in little : ye eat, biit ye haVe not enough : ye drinkj but ye . 
.are not filled with drink • ye clothe you, but there ii nond 
Warm : and he that earneth wagesj earneth Wages to put it 
into a bag with holes.'^ Still he goes on thundering and 
lightfenihg, •« Ye locked for touch, and lo it came to little : 
and when ye brought it home^ (pleafing yourfelves with your 
fine crops }-^I did blow upon it : why ? faith th^ Loitb of 
Hoftsj becaufe of mine houfe that is wafte^ and ye ruii 
tvety man uiito his own hbufe.** A thundering fertrion this 1 
delivered not only to the common people, but alfo unto, and 
!n the presence of ** terubbabel^ the fort of Shealthl^ goirernot 
ibijudah^ arid to Jojhua^ the fon oljofidecb the high-prieft. 
The prophet's report is believed j and the arm of the LoRli 
•*was revealed, ierubbabel^ the fon oi ShBaltielj and ^ojhna^ the 
fon oijofidech^ (O happy titaes When churth and ftate ard 
thus combined) with all thfe remnant of the people, obeyed 
the voice of the LokD their Godj and the Words <ii Haggai 
the prophet." 

' The fpirit of Herubbabik and of Jojhitdj and tfee fpifits of all 
"the remriant of the people were ftiired tip, alnd they imme- 
diately came, difregarding, as it were, theii* own private^ 
buildings^ " and did work in thfe houfe of the LokD of 
•Hofts their GoD." Foi- a while, they proceeded with 
i'igour ; thfe fotindation of the hbufe ii laid^ and the fuper- 
firu£Eure raifed to feme confiderable height : but whether 
this fit of hot zeal foon cooled^ as is too com^on^ or the 
people were difcouraged by the falfe feptefehtatioils of their 
enemies, which perhaps met with too favourable a reception 
at the court oi Darius \ it fo happened, that the hearts of 
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the magiftrates and minifters of the people waxed faint j and 
an awful chafm intcrveneJ, between the finifhing and laying 
the foundation of this promifing and glorious work. 

Upon this, another prophet, even Zechartah^ (who with 
Haggai had been joint fufFcrer in the captivity) is fent to lift 
up the hands that hang down, to ftrengthen the feeble knees, 
and by the foregoing inftrudtive vifion, to reanimate yojhua 
and the people in general, and the Yitzxt oi Zerubbabel^ the fon 
of Shealtiely in particular, maugre all difcouragements^ 
either from inveterate enemies, or from timid unliable friends, 
or all other obftacles whatfoever. If Haggai thunders, 
Zechariah's meffage is as lightening. '' This is the word of 
the Lord unto Zeruhbabel^ faying. Not by might, nor by 
power, (not by barely human power or policy) but by my 
fpirit, faith the Lord of Hofts : Who art thou, O great 
mountain I (thou Satiballat and thy aflbciates, who have been 
fo long crying out, what mean thefe feeble J^ws ? however 
great, formidable, and feemingly infurmountable) before 
Zerubbahel thou (halt (not only be lowered and rendered 
more acceflible, but) become a plain ;" thy very oppo- 
fition fhalj, in the end, promote the work, and help to 
expedite that very building, which thou intended to put a flop 
to, and deftroy. 

And left Zerubbabel^ through unbelief and outward oppofi- 
tion, or for want of more bodily ftrength, fhould think this 
would be a work of time, and that he ftiould not live to fee 
it compleated in his days, '* The word of the Lord 
came to Zechariah^ faying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid 
the foundation of this houfe ; his hands alfo (hall finifb it, 
and he (hall bring forth the headftone thereof with (houtings, 
crying, Grace, grace unto it." Grace I grace ! unto it : 
a double acclamation, to (hew, that out of the abundance of 
their hearts, their mouth fpake ; and this with (houtings and 
, crying from all quarters. Even their enemies (hould fee the 
hand and providence of God in the beginning, continuance, 
and ending of this feemingly improbable and impraSicable 
work; fo that they (hould be conftraincd to cry, "Grace 
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.unto It,'* and wifti both the work and the builders much 
profperity ; But as for its friends, they ftiould be fo tranf- 
. ported with heart-felt joy in the reflexion upon the fignal 
jprpvidences which had attended them through the whole 
procefs, that they ^vould ftiout and cry, *' Grace, grace unto 
it :" or^, This is nothing but the Lord's doing; God profper 
an(J blefs this work more and more, and make it a place 
where his fre^ grace and glory may be abundantly difplayed. 
Then by a beautiful and pungent farcafm, turning to the 
infulting enemies, he utters the fpirited interrogation in my 
text, " Who hath defpifed the day of fmall things ?" Who 
are you, that vauntingly faid, what can thefe feeble Jews do, 
,pretending to lay the foundation of a houfe which they 
pever will have money, or ftrength, or power to finifh ? Or, 
who are you, O timorous, (hort-fighted, doubting, though 
well-meaning people, who, through unbelief, were dif- 
couraged at the fmall beginnings and feeblenefs of the attempt 
to build a fecond temple ? And, becaufe you thought it could 
not come up to the magnificence of the firft, therefore were 
difcouraged from fo much a3 beginning to build a fecoqd 
; at all? 

A clofe inftruftive queftio^ this ; a queftion, implying, 
that whenever God intends to bring about any great thing, 
Jie generally begins with a day of fmall things. 

As a proof of this, I will not lead you fo far back, as to the 
beginning of time, when the Everlafting *' I am" fpoke 
all things into ej^iftence, by his almighty/"^/ ; and put of 
a confufed chaos^ '' without form and void,'* produced 
a world worthy of a God to create, and of his favourite 
creature man, his vicegerent and reprefentative here below, 
to inhabit, and enjoy in it both himfelf and his Gop, 
And yet, though the heavens declare his glory, and the 
firmament fheweth his handy work, though there is no fpeech 
nor language where their voice is not heard, and their line is 
gone out through all the earth ; and by a dumb, yet per- 
fuafive language, proves the hand that made them tq J)e 
divine j yet there have been, and are now, fuch fools in the 
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trorld, u to ^' bj in their hearts. There it lio GoD ;** or ft 
wife, as by their wirdom, not to know God, or own hb divine 
image to be ftamped on that book, wherein thefe grand 
fhings are recorded, and that in fuch legible charaAers^ that 
be who runs may read. 

Neither will I divert your attention, honoured fatherSf to 
the hiftories of Greece and R§mey or any of the great kingdoms 
and renowned monarchies, which conftitute fo great a part of 
ancient hiftory ; but whofe beginnings were very fisiall, 
(witnefs Romulus*s ditch) their progrefs as remarkably great, 
and their declenfion and downfal, when arrived at their 
appointed zenith, as fudden, unexpe£led, and marvellous. 
Thcfe n>akc the chief fubjefts of the learning of our fchools; 
though they make but a mean figure in facred hiftory, and 
would not perhaps have been mentioned at all, had they not 
been, in fome meafure, conne£lcd with the hiftory of God's 
people, which is the grand fubje£l of that much defpifed 
^)ook, emphatically called. The Scriptures. Whoever hath 
a mind to inform himfelf of the one, may read RolEsh 
Ancient Hiftory, and whoever would fee the conneiftion 
with the other, may confult the learned Prideaux's admirable 
and judicious connection. Books which, I hope, will be 
ftrenuoufly recommended, and carefully fliidied, when thi$ 
prefent infant inftitution gathers more ftrength, and grows ' 
vjp into a feat of learning. I can hardly forbear mentioning 
the fmall beginnings of Great Britain^ now fo diftii!iguifhed 
for liberty, opulence and renown ; and the rife and rapi^ 
progrefs of the American colonics, which promifes to be one 
of the moft opulent and powerful empires in th^ world. 
But my prefent views, and the honours done this infant 
inftitution this day, arid the words of my text, as well a^ 
^he feelings of my own heart, and I truft, of the hearts of 
all that hear me, lead me to confine your meditations to the 
}iiftory of God -s own peculiar people, which for the fimplicrty 
and fublimity of its language, the veracity of its author, 
and the importance and wonders of the fe£ls therein re- 
corded, if weighed in a proper balance, hath not its equal 
under the fun. And yet, though God himfelf hath become 
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an author among us, we will not condefcend. to give his book 
one thorough rea'^ing. Be aflohifhed, O heavens^ at this ! 

Who would have thought that from one, even from 
jfbraham^ and from fo fmall a beginning, as the emigration 
of a fingle private family, called out of a land wholly givea 
to idolatry, to be fpjourners and pilgrims in a ftrange land ; 
vho would have thought, that from a man, who for a long 
feafon was written chiUUfs^ 2, man whofe firft pofleiSon in 
this ftrange land, was by purchafing a buryihg place for his 
ivife, and in whofe grave one might have imagined he would 
have buried all future expeflations ; who would have thought, 
that from this very man and woman, according to the courfe 
of nature, both as good as dead, {hould defcend a numerous 
offspring like unto the ftars of heaven for multitude, and 
as the fand which is upon the fea (hore innumerable ? 
Nay, who would have imagined, that againft all probability, 
and in all human appearance impoffible, a kingdom Ihould 
arife? Behold a poor captiye flave, even Jofeph^ who was 
cruelly feparated from his brethren, became fccond in 
Pharaoh's kingdom : he was fent before to work out a great 
deliverance, and to introduce a family which flaould take 
root, deep root downwards and bear fruit upwards, and fill 
the land. How could it enter into the heart of man to 
conceive, that when oppreffed by a king, wl.o knew not 
Jofeph^ though they were the beft, moft loyal, induftrious 
?ubje3s this king had, when an edift was iflued forth as 
impolitic as cruel, (fince the fafety and glory of all kingdoms 
chiefly confift in the number of its inhabitants) that an out- 
caft, helplefs infant fhould be taken, and bred up in all the 
learning of the Egyptians, and in that very court from which, 
and by that very tyrant from whom the edifl came, and thai; 
the deliverer fhould be nurtured to be king in Jejhurun ? 

But time as well as ftrength would fail me, was I to give 
you a detail of all the important particulars refpeding GoD*s 
peculiar people; as their miraculous fupport in the wild^rnefs, 
the events which took place while they were under a divine 
theocracy, and duripg their fettlem?nt in Canaan to the time 
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cf their return from Babylon^ and from thence to the de^ 
ftruclion of their fccond temple, &c, by the Romans. Indeed^ 
conficcring to whom I am fpeaking, perfons converfant in 
the facre-d and profane hiftory, 1 have mentioned thefe things 
cnly to flir up }our minds by way of remembrance. 

But if we defccnd from the Jewijhy to the Chriftian aera, we 
fhall find, that its commencement was, in the eyes of the 
world, a " day of fmall things" indeed. Our blefled Lord 
compares the beginning of its progrefs in the world, to 
a grain of muftard-feed, which though the fmalleft of all 
feeds when fown, foon becomes a great tree, and fo fpread, 
that the " birds of the air," or a multitude of every nation^ 
language and tongue, came and lodged in its branches : and 
its inward progrefs in the believers hearty Christ likens to 
a little leaven which a woman hid in three meafures of meal. 
How both the Jew'fjh and Chriftian difpenfations have been, 
and even to this day are defpifed, by the wife difputers of chij 
world, on this very account, is manifeft to all who read the 
lively oracles with a becoming attention. What ridicule, 
obloquy, and inveterate oppofition chriftianity meets with, 
in this our day, not only from the open deift, but from 
formal profellbrs, is too evident to every truly pious foul. 

And what oppofition the kingdom of grace meets with in 
the heart, is well known by all thofe who are experimentally 
acquainted with their hearts : they know, to their forrow, 
what the great apoftle of the Gentiles means, by ** the Spirit 
ftriving againft the flefli, and the flefli againft the Spirit." 

- But the facred Oracles, and the hiftories of all ages ac- 
quaint us, that God brings about the greateft thing, not only 
by fmall and unlikely means, but by ways and means dire£Hy 
pppofite to the carnal reafonings of unthinking men : he 
chufes things that be not, to bring to nought thofe which 
are. How did chriftianity fpread and flourilb, by one, who 
)vas defpifed and rcjeScd of men, a man of forrows and 
acquainted with grief, and who expired on a crofs ? he 
was defpifed and rcjedcd, not merely by the vulgar and 
5 illiterate^ 
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Illiterate, but the Rabbies and Matters of Ifraely the Scribes 
and Pharifces, who by the Jewijh churchmen were held too 
in fo high 'a reputation for their outward fan6^ity, that it 
became a common pr6verb, " If only two wertt to heaven, 
the one would be a Scribe, and the other a Pharifee." Yec 
there were they who endeavoured to filence the voice of all 
his miracles and heavenly doilrine with, *« Is ftot this the 
Carpenter's fon ?" Nay, " He is mad, why hear you him ? he 
hath a devil, and cafteth out devils by Beelzebub the prince 
of the devils." And their defpite not only followed him to, 
but after death, and when in his grave. '' We remember 
(faid they) that this deceiver faid, after three days I will rife 
again ; command therefore that the fepulchre be made fure ;" 
but, maugre all your impotent precautions, in fealing the 
ilone, and fctting a watch, be burU the bars of death 
afunder, and, according to his repeated prcdi6^ions, proved 
himfelf to be the Son of God with power, by rifing the third 
day from the dead. And afterwards, in prefence of great 
niultitudes, was he received up into glory ; as a proof there- 
of, he fent down the Holy Ghoft, (on the million of whom 
Jie pawned all his credit with his difciples) in fuch an 
jnftantaneous, amazing manner, as one would imagine, 
Ihould have forced and compelled all who faw it to own, 
that this was indeed the finger of Gop. 

And yet how v^^as this grand tranfaftion treated ? with the 
utmoft contempt : when inftantaneoufly the apoftles com- 
menced orators and linguifts, and with a divine profufion 
'fpoke of the wonderful things of God ; " thefe men (faid 
fome) are full of new wine." And yet by thefe men, mean 
fiftiermen, illiterate men, idiots, in the opinion of the Scribes 
and Pharifees, and notwithftanding all the oppofition of 
earth and hell, and that too only by the fooliflinefs of preach- 
ing, did this grain of muftard-feed grow up, till thoufands, 
ten thoufands of thoufands, a multitude which no man can 
pumber, out of every nation, language and people, came and 
lodged under the branches of it. 

Neither fliall it reft here ; whatever dark parcnthefis may 
Intervene, we are aflurcd, that being ftill watered by the 
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fame divine hand, it (hall take deeper and deeper root dowfi« 
ward, and bear more and more fruit upward, till the whole 
earth be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the fca. Who fiiall live when God doth this ? Haften 

Lord that blefled time ! O let this thy kingdom come! 
Come, not only by the external preaching of the gofpel in the 
world, but by its renovating, heart-renewing, foul-trans- 
forming power, to awakened finners ! For want of this, 
alas ! alas ! though we underftood all myfterics, could 
fpeak with the tongues of men and angels, we fhould be 
only like founding brafs, or fo many tinkling cymbals. 

And yet, what a '* day of fmall things" is tbefirft implan- 
tation of the feed of divine life in the foul of man i Well 
might our Lord, who alone is the author and finilher of our 
faith, compare it to a little leaven, which a woman took, and 
hid in three meafures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 
Low fimilies, mean comparifons thefe, in the eyes of thofctgi 
who having eyes, fee not ; who having ears, he^r not ; whofe, 
heart, being waxed grofs, cannot, will not underftand ! Tp 
fuch, it is defpicable, myfterious, and unintelligible in itsde- 
fcription ; and, if poffible, infinitely more fo, when made ef- 
fetSlual by the power of God, to the falvation of any individual 
foul. For the wifdom of God will always be fooliihnefs to 
natural men. As it was formerly, fo it is now ; they who 
are born after the flefh, will perfccute thofe that arc born after 
the fpirit : the difciplc muft be as his mafler : they that wijl 
live godly in him ; they that live moji godly in him, muft, (hall 
fufFer perfecution. This is fo interwoven in the very nature 
and cxiflence of the gofpel, that our Lord makes it one part 
of the beatitudes, in that blcffed fcrmcn which he preached, 
when, to ufe the words of my old familiar friend the feraphic 
Hervey^ a mount was his pulpit, and the heavens. his founding 
board. A part, which, like others of the fame nature, 

1 believe, will be little reliflied by fuch who are always 
clamouring againft tho.e few highly favoured fouls, who dare 
fland up and preach the dofirine of jfjjiif: -iion by faith alone 
in the imputed righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ, and are re- 
proached with not preaching, like their mafter. Morality^ as 
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<hey term it, in his glorioas fermon on the mount : for did 
^e more preach, and more live it, we (hould Toon find all 
manner of evil wouid be fpoken againft us for Christ's 
fake. 

- But flia]] this hinder the progrefs, the grovt^th, and con- 
fummation ? and (hall the chriftian therefore be difmayed 
pnd difcouraged ? God forbid ! On the contrary, the weakeft 
believer may, and ought, to rejoice and be exceeding glad« 
^nd vi^by ? for a very good reafon ; becaufe, he that hath 
begun the good work, hath engaged alfo to finifli it ; though 
Christ found him as black as hell, he (hall prefent him, 
^nd every individual purchafed with his blood, without fpot 
or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, before the Divine Prefcnce, 
O glorious profped I how will the faints triumph, and the 
fons of God then fhout for joy ? If they ihouted when God 
faid, ^' Let there be light, and there was light ;'* and if there 
|s joy in heaven over one finner only that repenteth, how will 
.the heavenly arches echo and rebound with praife, when all 
the redeemed of the Lord fhall appear together, and the 
^on of God fliall fay, •' of all thefe that thou haft given to 
me, have I loft nothing." On the contrary, what weeping, 
ivaiiing, and gnafhing of teeth will there be, not only amongft 
the devil and his- angels, but amongft the fearful and un* 
believing, when they fee that all the hellifb temptations and 
devices, inftead of deftroying, were over-ruled to the fur- 
therance of the gofpel in general, and to the increafe and 
growth of grace in every individual believer in particular, 
/Igd how will defpifers then behold and wonder and peri(h, 
when they fhall be obliged 'to fay, *' we fools counted their 
lives madncfs, and their end to be without honour ; but how 
are they numbered among the children of God, and how 
happy is their lot among the faints !" 

But whither am I going ? Pardon me, my dear hearers, if 
you think this to be a digreiEon from my main point. It is 
true, whilft I am mufmg, the fire begins to kindle : I am 
flying, but not fo high, I truft, as to lofe fight of my main 
i*uhje£l. And yet, ^fter meditating and talking of the rife 
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and progrcfs of the gofpel of the kingdom, I ihall find it 
fomewhat difEculc to defcend fo low, as to enteruin you 
with the fmall beginnings of this infant colony, and of the 
Orphan-houfe, in which I am now preaching. But I fhould 
judge myfelf inexcufable on this occafien, if I did not detain 
you a Utile longer, in taking a tranfient view of the traces of 
divine Providence, in the rife and progrefs of the colony in 
general, and the inftitution of this Orphan-boufe in particular. 
Children yet unborn, I truft, will have occafion to hiefs Goo 
for both, 

. The very defign of this fettlement, as charity inclines us to 
hope all things, was, that it might be an Afylum, and a plaoe 
of bufinefs, for as many as were in diftrefs 5 for foreigners, 
as well as natives ; for ^ews and Gentiles, On February i, 
a day, the memory of which, I think, fhould ftill he perpe* 
tuatcd, the firft embarkation was made with forty-five 
Englijh families 9 men, who had once lived well in their 
native country, and who, with many perfecuted Saltziurgbers^ 
headed by a good old foldier of Jesus lately deceafed, the 
Rev. Mr. BoUzius^ came to find a refuge h^e. They, came, 
they faw, they laboured, and endeavoured to fettle ; but by ' 
an effential, though well-meant defeft, in the very beginning 
of the fettlement, too well known by feme now prefent, and 
too long, and too much felt to bear repeating, prohibiting 
the importation and ufe of negroes, &c. their numbers 
gradually diminiflicd, and matters were brought to fo low an 
ebb, that the whole colony became a proverb of reproach. 

About this time, in the year 1737, being previcufly ftirred 
up thereto by a ftrong impulfe, which I could by no means 
refift, I came here, after the example of my worthy an^ 
reverend friends, Meffieurs John and Charles Wefiey^ and 
Mr. Ingham^ who, with the moft difmterefted views, had 
come hither to ferve the colony, by endeavouring to convert 
the Indians* I came rejoicing to ferve the colony alfo, and 
to become your willing fervant for Christ's fake. My 
fiiend and father, good Bifhop BenfoHy encouraged me, 
though my brethren and kinfnicn after the flefli, as well as 
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religious friends, oppofed it. I came, and I faw (you will 
not be offended with me to fpeak the truth) the nakednefe of 
the land. Gladly did I diftribute about the four hundred 
pounds flerling, which I had colleded in England^ among my 
poor parifliioners. The neceffity and propriety of erefling an 
Orphan-houfe, was mentioned and recommended before my 
firft embarkation. But thinking it a matter of too great 
importance to be fet about unwarily, I deferred the farther 
profecution of this laudable defign till my return to England 
in the year 1738, for to have priefts orders. 

Miferable was the condition of many grown perfons, as 
well as children, whom I left behind. Their caufe I endea- 
voured to plead, immediately upon my arrival; but being de- 
nied the churches, in which I had the year before colleiled 
many hundreds for the London charity-fchools, I endeavoured 
to plead their caufe in the fields. The people threw in their 
mites moft willingly; once or twice, I think, twenty-two 
pounds were colledled in copper; the alms were accompanied 
with many prayers, and which, as I told them, laid, I am 
pcrfuaded, a bleffed foundation to the future charitable fuper- 
ilrufiure. In a (hort time, though plucked as it were out of 
the fire, the.colledions and charitable contributions amounted 
to more than a one thoufand pounds flerling. 

With that I reimbarked, taking Philadelphia in my way, 
and upon my fecond arrival, found the fpot fixed upon ; but, 
alas! who can defcribe the low eftate to which it was reduced ! 
the whole country almoft was left defolatc, and the metropolis 
Sixvannah^ was but like a cottage in a vineyard, or as a lodge 
in a garden of cucumbers. Many orphans, whofe parents 
had been taken from them by the diftreffcs that naturally at- 
tend new fettlements, were difperfed here and there in a very 
forlorn helplefs condition ; my bowels yearned towards them, 
and, animated by the example of the great Profefibr Franck^ 
previous to bringing them here, I hired a houfe, furnifhcd an 
infirmary, employed all that were capable of employment, and 
in a few weeks walked to the houfe of God with a large 
family of above fixty orphans, and others in as bad a con- 
dition. 

On 
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On March 25, 1740, in full aflurancc of faith, I laid tM 
foundation of this houfe ; and in the year following, brought 
in my orphan family, who, with the workmen, now made up 
the number of one hundred and fifty : by the money which 
was expended on thefe, the remaining few were kept in the 
colony, and were enabled to pay the debts they owed ; fo that 
in a reprefentation made to the Houfe of Commons, by fomc^ 
who for very good reafons wanted the conftitution of the 
colony altered j they declared, that the very exiftence of the 
colony was in a great meafure, if not totally, owing to the 
building and fupporting of the Orphan Houfe. 

Finding the care of fuch a family, incompatible with thtf 
care due to a pariCb, upon giving previous warning to the theit 
truftees, I gave up the living of Savannah^ which without fee 
or reward I had voluntarily taken upon mc : I theft ranged 
through the northern colonies, and afterwards once more re- 
turned home. What calumny, what loads of reproach, I fer 
many years was called to undergo, in thus turning beggar for 
a family, few here prefent need to be informed ; a family^ 
utterly unconnefled by any ties of nature ; a family, not only 
to be maintained with food, but cloathed and educated alfo^ 
and that too in the deareft part of his Majefty'a dominions, on 
a pine barren, and in a colony where the ufe of negroes was 
totally denied ; this appeared fo very improbable, that all be- 
holders looked daily for its decline and annihilation. 

But, blefled be GoD, the building advanced and flourifhed^ 
and the wi(bed-for period is now comej after having fupfport- 
cd the family for thirty-two years, by a change of conftitutiort 
and the fmiles of government^ with liberal donations front 
the northern i and efpecially the adjacent provinces, the fame 
hands that laid the foundation, are now called to finifli it, by 
making an addition of a feat of learning, the whole produ£b 
and profits of which, are to go towards the increafe of the 
fund, as at the beginning, for deftitute orphans^ or fuch 
youths as may be called of God to the facred miniftry of his 
gcfpcl. 1 need not call on any here, to cry, " Grace, grace. 
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unto It.** For oh the utmoft fcrutiny of the intention of thofe 
iJhiploycd, and confidering the varjous exerci fes they have 
Been called to undergo, and the oppofition the building hatU' 
every where met with, we may juftly fay, *' not by might, 
•* nor by power, but by thy Spirit, O Lord," hath this work 
been carried on thus fa^; it is his doings let it be marvellous 
in our eyes. With humble gratitude, therefore, would we 
now fet up our Ebenezerj and fay, ** Hitherto thou, Lord, 
*' haft helped us;" and wherefore (hould we doubt, but that 
he, who hath thus far helped, will continue to help, when 
the weary heads of the firft founders and pi«fent helpers, are 
laid In the filent grave. 

I am very well aware, what an invidious tafk it muft be 
%o a perfbn in my circuniftances, thus to fpeik on an affair in 
"which he hath been fo much concerned. Some may perhaps 
think, I am become a fool in thus glorying. But as I am 
now, blcfled be God, 'in the decline of life, and as, in all 
probability, I fliall never be prefent to celebrate another 
anniverfary, I thought it bcft to be a little more explicit, 
ths^t if I have fpoken any thing but tru:h, I may be con- 
fronted ; and if not, that future ages, and future fucceflbrs, 
may fee with what a purity of intention, and what various 
interpofitions of Providence, the work was begun, and hath 
been carried on to its prefent height. 

It was the reading of a like account, written by the late 
Profeffor F/<2»fi, that encouraged me : who knows but here- 
after, the reading fomething of a fimilar nature, may en- 
courage others to begin and carry on a Ukc work elfewhere f 
I have faid li^ prefent height^ for I would humbly hope, that 
this is, comparatively fpeaking, only a ** day of fmall things,'* 
only the dawn of brighter fcenes. Private genius's and 
individuals, as well as co!le£tive bodies, have, like the human 
body, the nonage, puerile, juvenile eftate, before they arrive 
at their zenith, and their lives as gradually they decline. But 
yet I would hope, that both the province and Bethefda^ arc 
but in their puerile or juvenile ftate. And long, long may 
they increafe, and make large ftrides, till they arrive at 

a glorioua 



[ 384 1 
a glorious zenith ! I mean not merely in trade, merchan^ifi^ 
and opulence, (though I would be far from fecluding them 
from the province, and would be thankful for the advances it 
hath already made) but a zenith of glorious gofpel bleffings^ 
without which, all outv/ard emoluments are lefs than no«* 
thing, or as the fmall duft of the balance: *' For what (hall 
it profit a man, if he fliall gain the whole world and lofe his 
own foul." 

Who can imagine, that the prophet Zecbariab would be 
fent to ftrengthen the hands of Zerubbahly in building and 
laying the foundation of the temple, if that temple was not 
to be frequented with worfbippers that worfhipped the Fa- 
ther in fpirit and in truth. The moft gaudy fabrics, ftately 
temples, new moon fabbaths, and folemn ailemblies, are 
only folemn mockeries God cannot away with. This God 
hatn {hewn by the deftru£lion of both the firft and fecond 
temples. What is become of the feven churches of Jfiaf 
How are all their golden candlefticks overthrown ? •' Go0 
is a Spirit, and they who worfhip him muft worfhip him in 
fpirit and in truth." And no longer do I expeSt that this 
houfe will flourifh, than when the power of religion is en- 
couraged and promoted, and the perfons educated here, pro- 
fecute their (luciies, not only to be great fcholars, but good 
faints. 

BleiTed be God ! I can fay with Profeflbr Franck^ that it 
IS in a great meafure owing to the difinterefted fpirit of my 
firft fellow-helpers, as well as thofe who are now employed^ 
that the building hath reached to its prefent height. This I 
am bound to fpeak, not only in honour to thofe who are 
now with God, but thofe at prefent before me. Nor dare I 
conclude, without offering to 

Your Excellency, our pepper corn of acknowledgment for 
the countenance you have always {hewn Bethefdas inflitu- 
tion, and the honour you did us laft year, in laying the firfl 
brick of yonder wings : in thus doing, you have honoured 
Bcthcjda\ God. May he long delight to honour you here 

on 



C 385 ) 

Ml earth ! and after a life fpent to his glory, and your coun- 
try's good, may he honour you to all eternity, in placing 
you at Christ's right-hand in the kingdom above ! 

Next to your Excellency, my dear Mr. Prefident, I muft 
beg your acceptance both of thanks and congratulation on 
the annual return of this feftival. For you was not only 
my dear familiar friend, and firft fellow-traveller in this in- 
fant province > but you was direded by Providence to this 
ipot, laid the fecond brick of this houfe, watched, prayed, 
^nd wrought for the family's geod : A witnefs of innume- 
rable trials, partner of my joys and griefs ; you will have 
now the pleafure of feeing the Orphan-houfe a fruitful 
bough, its branches running over the wall. For this, no 
doubt, God hath fmiled upon and blefled you, in a manner 
we could not expef):, much lefs defign ; and may he con- 
tinue to blefs you with all fpiritual bleilings in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus. Look to the rock from whence 
you have been hewn, and may your children never be 
aihamed, that their father left his native country, and mar- 
ried a real chriftian, born again under this roof. May Be* 
ibefda*^ God grant this may be the happy portion of your 
children, and children's children ! 

Gentlemen of his Majefty's council, 

Mr. Speaker, and you members of the General Aflembly, 
many thanks are owing to you, for your late addrefs to his 
Excellency in favour of Bethefda. Your joint recommenda? 
tion of it, when I was laft here, which, though in fome 
meafure through the bigotry of fome, for the prefent is renr 
dered abortive, by their wanting to have it confined to a 
party, yet I truft the event will prove that every thing (hall 
be over-ruled to the furtherance of the work. Here I repeat, 
what I have often declared, that as far as lies in my power 
before and after my deceafe, Bethefda fhall be always on a 
broad bottom. All denominations have freely given ; all de- 
nominations, all the continent, God being my helper, (hall 
receive benefit from it. Mzy Bethefda's God blefs you all ! 

Vol. VI. B b in 
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in your prlrace as wdl as public capacity s %ai as fiHi «it 

fcoaouicd CO be the rcpcrCmtativet df a aow finnTKhia^ »- 
creafiog people : maj you be dircAed m all yo«r waji I 
May truth, juftice, religion, and piety be eftablifbed amoDgft 
you tbrough'idt'geDcraiicms I 

Ijf/lfy^ My TCfoa^i brrtbren, and you inbiblti^tJ ^m 
eoiony, accept unfeigned thanks for the booour dcae m£, 
iaJetdag us fee yon at Betbefb this day. You, Sir^ for die 
Amon preached beie laft year. Tell it in Qerm^xny, t^l ^f 
greats good friend^ Profeflor Frami^ that Bithtfdm\ Gaa^ 
is a God wbofe mercy eadureth for ev^. O let m Wf^ 
your eameft prayers ! encx>urage your people noi to ^* ddfiitt 
the day of finall things.'' What hath GO0 wrouight r From 
its infancy, this colony hath been UeflEed wnA vpi^aj jfjtSbiA 
gofpel minifters : O that this nay be a nurfery to many immcI 
This hath been the cafe of the Nim Emgkntd CoUqge hf 
almofl a century, and wby not the Orpbanrbo|afe Acadcvf^ 
at Georgia ? 

Men, brethren, fatbefit V^ many of you, vhedier inha- 
bitants or ftrangers, who have honoured this day with your 
prefence, give us the additionai. bleffings of. your prayen* 
And O that Bethefdas God may make this day, though but 
a day of fmali things, produSive of great things to the foul^ 
of all amongft whom I have been now preaching the king- 
dom of Gop. A great and good day will it be tsnieed, if 
Jesus Christ, our great ZeruUMy Oiould, by the powcs 
of the eternal Spirit, blefs any tiling that hath now been 
faid, to caufe every mounuin of difiiculty^ Ami lies in the 
way of your conycrfion, to beicoBie a plain. And what ar( 
thou, O great mountain, whether the luft of the flefli, the 
luft of the eye, or the pride of life, fin, or felf-rigbteouf- 
nefs ? Before our Betbefda^s Gop, thpu iha|t become | 
plain. 

Bretbreny my heart is epl^rgecl^ towards you : it ia writt^i 

blefied be Gop that ^t is written> ^^ In the name of ][,£sui 

every knee (hall bow, whether things in beav^n^ or thingi 

(& io 
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in earth, or things under the earth/' O that we may be 
made a willing people in the day of his power ! Look, look 
unto him, all ye that are placed in tbefe ends of the earth. 
This hottfe hath often been an iMMife of Oc»» a gate of 
heaven, to feme of your fiitheri. M^ it be a hovfe of Qov^ 
a gate of hnvesi^.to the children alio ! Camtumo him^ all ye 

' Alt are wtmj and heavy laden, he will give you reft ; Mft 
ffom fkc guik, reft from the power, reft from the puflHl* 

^ fsent 0f fia ; reft from the, fea( of divine judgments hei% 
reft wriA ymfclf eternally hereafter. Fear not, though the 
liegimiings are but fmall, Christ will not defpife the day 
df finall things. A bruifed reed will he not break, and the 
finoaking flax will he not quench, until be bring forth judg* 
snent unto vidory. His. hands that laid the foundation, alfo 

, Ihall fioiih it : yet a little while and the top-ftone fhall be 
brought forth with (houting, and men and angels join in 
crying. *< Grace! Grace! unto it,** That all prefent may 
|>e in this happy number, may Qqp of his infinite merqf: . 
grant, through Jssvs our I^orq. 
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SERMON LVIII. 

Peter^s Denial of his Lord. 

Matthew xxvi. 75. ♦ 

And Peter remembered the words ofjefus^ which faid unto 
him^ Before the cock crovj twice y thou Jhalt deny me 
thrice : and be went out^ and wept bitterly. 



BIOGRAPHY, as one obferves, is the beft hiftory; or, 
in other words, writing or reading the lives of great and 
good men, is one of the moft profitable and delightful kinds 
of hiftory we can entertain our felves with. For hereby we 
are convinced, that Wifdom's ways are indeed ways of plea- 
fantnefs ; and being proved to be pradi^icable by men of like 
paffions with ourfelves, we are infenfibly allured to follow 
them as they followed Chriji^ and encouraged to run with pa- 
tience the race fet before us. This, one would hope, is the 
grand end propofed by all fuch who undertake to draw the 
charafters, or hand down to pofterity the remarkable tran- 
fadions of perfons who have fhone as lights in the church of 
God. Many have done worthily in this refpe£l ; and for 
this their labour of love, thoufands as yet unborn, ihall rife 

* The i^Q fpll owing Sermons came to hand after the others were in 
the prefs, 

G c a and 
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revealed this unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.'* 
Not content With this, he adde, '< Thou art PiUr^ and upon 
this rock will I build my charch, and the gates of hell Aall 
never be able tio'prevail againft it :'' Words thae carry with 
them the ftr<mg^(t prdViasptit>nj;>noe <ODly 'that Piter was a 
•tov^rted'^an, bat that be had ifimM eaainent plaoi to be 
digned htm in the kingdom of grace. -Foi^ ouiiXroM prc^. 
noulices him bleiTed : 'VBlefTcd art thou, Shnon Bar^yhmbf* 
and gives him a reafon for it ; ^' For flelh and Uoo#%ath 
not revealed this unto thee, but my heavenly Father." ?'Stl 
that PetiT called Christ Lord by the Holy Gboft, which 
none but a converted perfon can do. And further, << Upon 
this rock, fays Christ, will I build my church ;" which, 
whether it be underftood of his confeffion of Christ's di<> 
vinity, or his being afterwards to be employed in firft preach* 
jng the gofpel to the Gentiles^ feems to denote fome peculiar 
favour and honour affigned to, and hereafter to be conferred 
upon him. It is true, indeed, the fame all-feeing Redeemer, 
when afterwards he forewarned him of his fall, fubjoined 
this particular command ; " And when thou art converted, 
ftrengthen thy brethren." But this only implies, that his 
faU would h% fo exceeding great, that his recovery out of it 
would be, as it were, a fecond converfion. 

The fteps that led to this terrible difafter, come now tnore 

•particularly to be confidered. In order to be informed of 

thefe, (as I take it for granted you have brought your Bibles 

with you) I muft beg you to look back to the 33d verfeOf 

this chapter, where we ihall find, that fphritnal pride, sind^a 

' tao great dependence on a ftgck of grace already receiacd, 

^Uras one i>f the firft fteps difcernible in this ApofUe's tlenUoof 

Wi Loser.— -^^^The btfifiedsrjesirfi, knowing alL^thiUgs tet 

ihodid^befet t^fnyiUftlsr ^riie/olMiii^inlUfuti^'^ffncttrtl^ 

of his laft ftipper, gave his difcipfes this tremendous warning, 

bickcd with a fcripturc prcdiaSorf : « All ye (ver; 31.) fliall 

be 
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tf any (bould enquire, «* Why All this caution ?'* t ifti 
JWer, *• Wc arc about to> ^ifcourfc on the Apoftle Petir*^ 
*< (hameful denial df his and oilr.tMied Lord and ^Viouf 
« Jes0i CmtiBT." i*A pafikgc recdrtfed By: allihe evaii|o^ 
lifts, St. A^i him&lf not exceptei^ wboisrfuppoied tobattan 
bcenjunamiedfis to St. Peter^ and to have taken his gbfpels 
froai^Piter^s own mouth. A [iroof this, not only of thie tiii«^ 
pattifttity. of the facred writers, but alfo that the Hdy Ghofti 
ifitended that this awful ftory ihould, in an efpecial manner^ 
be recorded for our learning, on whom the ends of the world 
are come. But though all the evangelifts are very explicit in 
relating this perfidious and wicked a6l, yet we (hall chiefly : 
confine ourfelves, at prefent, to the account given ui of it ia 
this xxvith chapter of St. Matthew^ and, for method fake« 
jpurpofe to confider, 

'^"JFirJiy The fteps that led to this great man's falh 

Secmdljy The fall itfelf^ Ahd^ 

thirdly J His recovery from it, mentioned irt the teipt: 
** And Pfter remembered the words of Jesus^ which, 
faid unto him, Befoi-e the tiock crow^ thoU (halt deny 
ttit thrice. And he w€nt out and wept bitterly." 

But before we proceed to the profecutioti of thefe ]^itJts# 
h may be proper to pretnife^ that we take it for granted the. 
Aptiftle PtitTi before his fall, was eertainly a converted man^. 
This is colitrovcfhed by fdme. FOr Vrfaat reafon, is beft knowii 
f^ tbemfelves. The fcriptures evidenily leave us iio loom itOi 
difpitffe iiA: iOne pafTage may fttAtoefor a proofs > f^Blefiedl 
art thou^ SiMn BMrJ$HablMAAt glotioua BmmakudtoPitm^ 
when be WitntfTed that good confeffiony Thou art Christ, 
the Son of the living God) ; for fle(h ai)4 blood bath not 
C c 3 ^ revealed 
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Btct t6 proceed. Spiriuul floch, as well as {pltiaui 
pride^ bdped Co Cbrow this Apoftlc doim.'' The fiui» 
tfM gfoffcHii Sun of nj;lue9orp^ was ocnr abost to enter 
ilfl9 fiii Uft ediptf!.' 'S«u^^^ i{v a^fealbm 

Off fJB 'tti^'(c^tfbio'b( bT| paflBoO|^^ii^ff|9W jo W pe)n|)aucd to 
fetMft fcii^ 1^ JgaTfi/ This U bis houTy^^Ofiingffr k^ fgf^ff^^ 
ftf^diMikiuA JTumftion and exert tbcir ftrongeft an^.,^ii)j|pf^ 
^ciiii» A hjrmn is a prelude to bis dieadfut paiBqg^ £^^ 
tilb communton-table^ the Saviour retires to tbc garden. ^. 
fidrrfbte dread, and ine^preffible load of forrow begini)^;^ 
iM^rwhelm aM weigb down bis innocent fouK His bodji caa 
fearcely fuftain it. See how he faulters ! See how bis hands 
hang down, and his knees wax feeble under the amazing 
preflTure t He is afliAed. and opprefled indeed. See, fee, O 
my foul, how he fweats ! But what is that which I fee? 
Blood— 'drops of blood — great drops of blood falling to the 
ground. Alai, was ever forrow like unto this forrow ! Hark! 
ivrhat is that I hear ? O dolorous complaint ? ^\ Father, 
if it be po/fible, let this cup pafs from me." . Hark ! he 
fpeakt again. Amaxing ! the Creator complains to the crea- 
ture, •* My foul is exceeding forrowful, even unto death : 
tarry you here and watch with me/' And now he retires 
once more. But fee how his agony increafes — Hark! how 
be prays, and that too yet more earneftly : *« Father, if it be 
poffiblc, let this cup pafs from me." And will his heaven]y> 
FatTicr leave him comfortlefs ? No, — An angel (O happy^ 
hijjKly- favoured angel !) is fent from heaven to firengtbfi? 
|?(m. But where is Peter all this while ? We arc told if^ 
th^libly Jesus took him, with Jaw^^ and Jobny int^} th^j^g^j^ 
J^R'J^ Surely )ie will not leave his toino in C^eb d<teg. i^^Ffli; 

^^'^imoA^'riterl fleepeft thoiii, what!; coddeft iho«L,4»ti 
wafcii wim oie on<; boiir r vet lus ey^j, iis^^ibfijtMmA 

his 



bb {MTofeffion of tenftaocy and care^ are heavy with fleep* 
Lo&D. what is man ! ^1 , \ ,^ ; ^ 

After heanri^hW^^ 
count given JftJ^^Jir jly o^ln^^^^^ «4%y'^t»/l»t v,a. 

gclfftii^lAWdTifmirat oC" The RedcW'^^^^ 
h8i*>^b\itf;- «^art&'l>ehol<f de hour w^ at\hand^^,whcn.|g5J^ 
*tf*BB beitayed infeftc hah'ds of finncrs/' , H^ ^^gij e^ 
4l^py'dirciplerof it, and, aSing like himfelf, g(>e8 jo^^j^ 
tte^ die threatening ftorm. *^ Arife, faid he let us go: b^ 
lioM ! he that bctrayeth me is at hand.'* Judas, one of ti^ 
twelve that eat of his bread, performs the hellifh taflc,.and 
Sfts up his heel againft him. He fays. Hail, MaQerl 
kifles and then betrays him. For this was the fign agreed on» 
•« Whomfoever I fliail kifs, the fame is he, hold him faft." 
They knew the watch-word, and, like fo many roaring lion«, 
feize on their unrefifting prey. This Toufes Peter. Out of 
sui hoiieft, but mifguided zeal, he draws his fword, and cuts 
off the High-prieft's fervant's ear. The blefled Jesus heals 
the one, reproves the other ; and, according to Ifaiah's prg* 
phecy, is contentedly led as a lamb to th(? flaughter^ 
Petir^% heat is foon cooled, and inftead of adhering to his 
Lord, or faying, as might juftly be expefled, " Whither 
•* thou goe(l, I will go ; whitherfoever they lead thee, they 
«^ (hall lead roe alfo :" Alas ! alas ! he followed him af^ 
off. Obferve, he does not deny his Lord all at once. No. 
Satan leads us on by degrees into great fms, and will nc^ 
i&fl[^ us to be very bad immediately. Ptter at finl follows. 
afifW: bcikulks behind, Snd keeps on pyrpofe at a dlQanc^ 
l£ft4ii»^bul(lf fid accounted- one of jifs followers- O.PtUr^ 
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{heltered fafely under his almighty wings ; but how canfl 
thou avoid failing, and that foully too. When thou begidtteft 
thus to be aflxamed of thy glorious mafter ? 

But thb 13 not alh For we are nm only inlbrttied that he 
followed j£aus afar off, but that <« He went inrto the High 
Prieft'a palace; (Tcrfe 58.} and fat with the fervantaw." So 
that keeping bad company was another ftep that led to hia 
gieat fall. Oh Piter I my blood begins now almoft to futr 
cold within me. I tremble for thee more than even Whitf 
canft thou propofe to thyfelf, or what bad thing may we not 
expe£t to hear of thee, when fitting in fuch forry company I 
I had much rather have heard that thou hadft fled with tby 
other cowardly brethren. Thou fitteft among thy matter's 
profeflcd enemies to fee the end. Whatever becomes of him, 
I dread to hear what the end of all this graddial backfliding 
will be, in refpe£t to thy own foul. 

Well ! the bleffed Jesus is now at the bar. Omnipotence 
fufFers Itfeif to be arraigned, and he who fet bounds to the 
fea which it cannot pafs, is content to be bound, and that as 
a criminal, by the work of his own hands. Falfe witnel&s 
rife up againft him, and lay to his charge things that he knew 
not. " This fellow, fay they, (verfe 61.) faid, I ana able 
to dtftroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days/T 
And what reply doth the innocent Jesus make ? None at all. 
Not only becaufe they all knew that it was a malicious flan- 
<fcr, but becaufe he ftood as our reprefentative. He, there* 
lote) held his peace, and as a ihetp before the {hearers ]» 
cduMttb, fo this immaculate Lamb of God opened not bb 
motoh. At length, being adjured thereto by the Higb-prii^ft 
iir.die name 4f tfaelivtng God, ; be confieffiss bhnftlf M hetlK;^. 
GimtsT) the^feti of the Bleffed^^andiets de impefiRnrflait- 
kcdrim laiowi' tlAtt howe^r er ■x^oteatptiMe ^iii* lipp iaW t nce 
niight be noVII^'^^ftl^ iliey MwroHi' ' h i ^tiift %if ' feg wflt BHing ob 
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the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven* 
And does not this ftrike terror into his accufers and judges i 
By no means. Tha haughty High-Prieft rifes in difdain, 
hypocritically rends his cloaths, urging this as a reafon, 
** He h^h fpoken Skifpttemy ; wha^ further need have we of 
ivitifefFeilf" Was ever indignity^ like this indignity, pcrton 
thee, thdti moft adorable Mediator ! Which fiiall: I mscrvel 
dt moft, the High-Prieft*s impudence, or thy. patience f 
Both, ddubtlefs, are unparalleled* And yet, alas ! a further 
trial awaits our fufFering Lord. For whilft the mafter is 
thus arraigned, infulted, and caufelefly condemned at the bar 
within, Satan is no lefs bufy in wounding him through P^/^*s 
fide, who was fitting in the palace without. Peter^ indeed, 
thinks to fit there undifcovered ; but a damfel comes to him, 
(verfe 69) faying, *' Thou alfo waft with Jesus of Galilee." 
And what then ? Was that high treafon ? Or rather was it 
not the higheft honour ? Peter ^ what fayeft thou ? Alas, 
(verfe 70) " He denied before them all, faying, I know not 
what thou feyeft." Know not what thou fayeft, Peter ? her 
words were plain enough, '' Thou alfo was with Jesus of 
Nazareth." Can any words be plainer ? To deny this, in 
the leaft, was bad, but to deny this before them all, who 
could fo eafily confront thee, proves thee to be falling in- 
deed. Call him now no longer Peter^ but call \iim Ichab^d: 
for the glory of the Lord is departing from him. 

However, as yet there is hope concerning him. For, con- 
fcious, as it were, of his guilt (verfe 71) "He went out 
into the porch.'* Satan purfues him. For when a faint be^ 
gins to fall, his hellifti language is, Down with him, do^vm 
TWith him; even to the ground. Another damfel, thetefois, 
dis put is Piter's, way, who, upon feeing him, 'fays^. notitnto 
PtHr- ^imfelf, but ^ to them ihit were:- thefc-e^t ; ( verfei y'j*) 
.♦frrTbis ,<elloWT*rk$calfot/with>jB«tyi ofrfN^xapetfc.'AvitSte 
.ipeaksT'iheT^fslm^^lanlmgsi \irIthvjbei^?fIfter^^fcoffi)r, :ahd:i>itfa 
^'•5 thofe 
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tbore ^ho accufed the blefled. j£su« at the bar. i>oubtlel5| 
our modern (coffers are related to them, for they ufc the fame 
dialed every day vift^ep fp/caking of Chuist, or thofe that| 
through grace, dare to jpw^ ^d.ci^fi^s. hiin before men. 
But ^wy.o%\^l 9oB.5i««J fc'gnlF 9^c«jfcd frpv^jr^ting.to 

publjlh.^^ n<>^jip i^*?^ ftreets of .Jjielon ! But we^ qiu^ n^^ l^c 
^ife above what is written. The Holy Spirit hath left. 4fc 
upon record, and proclaimed it by four Evangelifts upoo,^h& 
houife-top, and) therefore, I am conftrained to tell you, that 
a|ain (verfe 72.) ** He denied with an oath, t do not know 
the man/' What I an Apoftle fwear ? Was it not enough, 
barely to deny the damfel's afTertion, but he muft deny it 
with an oath f Perhaps^ it was a crime he never was guilty 
of before. Surely, the way of fin is down-bill. One ftep 
leads to another. At firft he only denied what was faid to 
htm, by a kind of equivocation, <' I know no^ what thoi\, 
fayeft." Now he grows bolder, and denies with a(i oath, *' I 
know not the man/* What, P^ter ! Know not the man ?, 
That glorious God-man Christ Jesus thy LottD ? What! 
not know Him, who called- thee from the poor occiipatioh of 
Catching fi(h, to make thee an Apoftle and a fiiber of men ? 
What ! not know Him, who bad thee come to him upon 
the waters, and Him who with his own almighty arm faved 
tbee from drowning, when thou waft anfwering thy namfl^ 
Ophas^ and finking like a ftone ? What ! not know Him^t 
Mfit^ whom thou haft fo intimately converfed for three years 
I^ j^aft, who, fd lately pronounced thee blefled, waflied thy.: 
f(^ gave thee. a Hew name, and took thee to Mount TahoTfu 
indi|9r^Jtj.C; djfplayed before thee his excellent glory^ whicl^^ 
^^^^ciWySJ^h ^^ ^^ S9^ ^^^ ^ ^^^® ^^^^ ^ Wtot i kf^t> 

coci|^.|i<^qiC£Rfl5,rinft oi}lof;fBc?iotout^$mr fc.Uuttidl lin v^in. 

Fallep; 

> 
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Falleti as this great man is, he muft (liU fall lower. Safan it 
now about to give bim the laft and moft fatal thriift. Ho 
hath hit quiver full of deadly arrows, antl'bath always inftru* 
ments at hand, the weateft \Sf *>ftitlf wril'fbil the^ftrongeft 
Apoftlewlieh left tb ^hifiiftlfJ^^-^*' ATtei^;^ v^l^lfc fVerfe 73) 
cairte tfht(i'-*thi^cy^that^^<Aiit by;'^*i'ftd^raiJ^^^^^^^ A/rr, 
$five\%' ^bif alfo Waft one of th^fh,'foi''^hYVp<^1i^'bdti^^^^ 
thee/' As tbou^h they had faid, «^ How danft thou'haveiii^ 
^^ -tntpmlence to fay thou kndweft not the man, when thy' 
^' very language and manner of fpeaking betrays thy being-^ 
•• even one of his followers ?" What fays P^gr now ? Casi 
he withftand this glaring evidence? Yes, he not only denicv 
it with a Angle oath, but (Oh, how (hall I fpeak it !) he 
<^ began tocurfeand to fwear,'^ and with a whole volly df 
^^ecrable expreli|onSy ftriving to ad the bravado, he perlifta' 
in faying (verfe 74) *^ I know not the man/' And noMr»V 
Satan^ thou haft gained thy point. A great mar;, through todr 
much felf- confidence,' fpiritual pride, fpiritual floth, and toor 
great intimacy with fome of thy children, is fallen indeed V 
Thott haft fifted him with ^ witnefs. 

But is he fallen, never to rife again ? Ts Piter funk too low 
for free grace ever to rai(e him up ? Will the Redeemer fuf- 
fer his truth to fail ^ or (hall the prayer put up for bim be- ' 
fore he was led into temptation, viz. that his faith (hould* 
not fail| remain unanfwered ? No, all the promifes in^' 
Christ Jesus are all yea and all Amen ; and having foved' 
his own, he loves them unto the end. The enemy butd' 
bCok« in upon Pctir like a flood, but the almighty RedcednSP 
^U now lift up his ftandard againft him, and del?^^fin^ 
c^iplSvt Iftrft^nt. Immediately, (verfe 74) upon tfiis laft Wi^ 
pial of bis Loud, " the cock crewi** *^Airf*'WMt Ib^^'^^Sf* 
^11 (nay, without which the cock might have crowed ten 
tbdi^a^dt^li&es) ^^tet«e]J^^Bvi^iHt^'«£^ 

4cfi5cnfion ! 
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^fcenfioD f Oh anponUclcd inflnoe of eodeariiig lote I 
Oar Lord was now upon a trial fior Im life. Fat bulls of 
Sa/Um were furnmndiag liim on CTcry fide. Yet the bat 
love, that 16 theiiight in whicb he was becnjred, wimld aot 
feroifthiin to forget bis difciplcs in genend, would' Miy 
Iboagh he was himfelF now arraigned at the baryfoffer hfo 
I tofovget his poor fallen Apoftle in particohur. «*- The LoRis 
therefore, turned, and looked apon PehrJ* But who be- 
fides FiUr^ and fouls like him recovering from their back* 
flidings, can tell the language of that lopk ? Doubdeft, it 
carried with it an '^ Ettu Piter? And art dioa there Paerf 
^^ Is it not enough for me to be falfely accu&d, and con- 
^' demned by my enemies, hot I muft be wounded alfo in 
*f the houfe of my friends ! Is it not fufficient that Jmdm 
^^ betrajrsme, but thou muft add to my grief by denying 
^^ me ? Deny me too with an oath, nay, with oaths and 
<< curfes deny that ever thou kneweft me? Is this diy 
^ kindnefs to thy friend ? Alas ! What is become of thy 
^f boafted profei&ons now ? Art thou the man that didft fo 
^< folemnly declare, that though thou fhouUft die with 
♦• roe, thou wouldft not deny me in any wife ? Yes, Thou art 
^ the man/* 

This, and much more of the fame kind, we may well 
luppoie'was the real language of that convincing, heart- 
piercing look, which the Lord Jesus at this time gave his 
fallen Ptttr. Amazing I He' looks him into contrition ; 
whereas had he rewarded him according to his iniquity, he 
might have looked him into hell. Rejoice with me, there^- 
|bre,-my dear hearers. This firaying fheep^ through the 
tender mercies of the compafgonate fiiepherd. and bifhop of 
our fouh, by this look is brought back to ^he-4bld argttin'.- 
** And Peter ^ fays our text, remembered the words of Jesus, 
which fdid iinw'^hiat, Bef4>r(^*ih» cpck 'Crbw;^'?.i3^ei ae^e 
time lemphaiictitfipicalled 'the cod^crQ«rkigir.»#hick'Wtt i^hout 

three 
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thrcejo the morning, « thou Ihalt deny me thrice. And he 

went out." (The word.feems to import, that hci threw hiov- 

felf out with a hdy violence) ", and weptbittcrly/' St, Mart 

only fays, << And wbeah^^tho^^gbt, thereon, be we];>t/' For 

being an amanuenfis to St^P^tur^ though e;ypJ^H:it4n tho. ik:- 

C^Qunt oflbis'lall, he 10 very fparjng.in mt^tioning his lejpentii. 

once.. Unlefs we fuppofe that St. ^tfr^i* wouldrinrinuafie>|;hat 

whenever Piter refle^ed^on his fall, he always wept fovov^r 

after^ However that be, be wept bitterly now. Metbinksi 

I fee him wringing his hands, rending bis garments, ftamp* 

ing on the ground, and with the felf-condemned puUican 

fmiting upon his ungrateful breaft. See bow jt heaves [ Oh 

what piteous fighs and groans are thofe which come from the 

very bottom of his heart ! Alas ! It is too big to fpeak. Bat 

his tears, his briny, bitter, repenting tears plainly befpeak 

this to be the language of his awakened foul. <' Alas ! 

«-* Where have I been? On the devil's ground. With 

*5 whom have I been converfing ? The devil's children^- 

<< What is this that I have done? Denied the Lord of 

<^ glory, with oaths and curfes denied that ever I knew hinf; 

** And liow whither fhall I go ? Or where ihall I hide my 

*^ guilty head ? I have finned againft light. I have finned 

^^ againft repeated tokens of his dear diftinguifhing and hea«* 

^* venly love. I have finned againft repeated warnings, re- 

^^ (blutions, promifes. and vows. I. have finned openly in 

^< the face of the fun, in the prefence of my matter's ene<*. 

<< mies, and thereby have caufed his name to be blafphemedl. 

<^ How can I think of being fuffered to behold the face:of^i 

<' much lefs to be employed by, the ever-blefied Jesus any^: 

*^ more? O PgUr^ thou haft undone thyf^^l^ Juftlymayft' 

A thou be .thrown afide like a broken vefie)« Qoji^be meiM 

^^ cilttltomeafinner.^'. -* .:, :' - ,r.^ 

And ifcthis the lajaguage o£ithy<teaii?,.O.Ptf/^ t BkHCtA art 
thoii &iU'thtiiii|ho||;ittmf JSi^7(;«^i&*iyThdb mtsirfmi this 

holv 
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htAy cefeotment again^ thyfelf, befpeak thee to be a hdf 
mouraer. Yet a little while, and thou (halt be comforted 
Vith a ^ Go ^ell his brethren and Ptur^ that he ia riftn i*^ 
and with a ^* Simw ton of Jonabf \a¥tfk thoii me? Then 
fe«d aiy laiabft*" And where is now thy boafting^ O toavf 
Or what haft thou gained by foiling this favourite ofbeavcii) 
Thott diidft defire to have him. Thy requeft was gnuMBd. 
Thou haft fifted him as wheat. But doft thou imagme iIni 
all-prevailing Mediator will fuSer tbee to pluck hia out of 
bis han4s ? No. Jesvs hath prayed for bins, and therefore 
PHir*s faith Ihall not finally fail. Rejoice not them over 
bim,. O thou enemy of fouls ! For though he has fallen, yet 
fee how be begins to rife again. Though at the prefent he 
fits in darknefs, yet, ere long, the glory of the Lord (hall 
ihine around him. 

Where then are thofe Sons of Bilial, thofe penrerle dif« 
puters of this world, and yet, if poffible, more pervcrfe per* 
verters of the Word of God ? Dare any of you now go 
away, faying within yburfelves, <' Who can blame os for a 
^ little equivocating, or a little innocent lying, curling, 
** and fwearing I Was not Pfterj the great Apoftle Pner^ 
** guilty of all thefe ? ** Yes he was, but with this difiereuce, 
be fell through furprixe, and but once,, you, perhaps, fin 
wilfully and habitually. Fall he did, and that dreadfully 
too; but if his {2\\ was dreadful, hisrepentence was as &i- 
cere and lafting. Ere long you (ball fee this fame PiUr^ 
boldly owning his Lord before the whole ^ewijh Sanhedrim^ 
and rejoicing that he was counted worthy to fuSer for his 
great name's fake. Ere long you (ball hear of an angel'a bo-' 
ing.^t ta bring him oat of prifon, and at laft fealM%;,iii$' 
ble^ 4o(^rine with his blood. Go ye .then, andifntreallbfr' 
LoiM?tpkK>k.youiiato a gpdly foriaowi sMid fee that iritli /W: 
you^rk^.foiah fruits ti0eet foe repentance; off at iheliOiio 
Gqi> ftvjBtt^ in vb^fe natne. I fpcfiik> anil in wboio paefliao^ 
^x- we 
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^ howHand^ ytu^ with sill your carnail rearonirigs and wiU 
fui wrefting8 of the word of Godj flial^^^ er^ 16ng^ bethruft 
down^tb tUc necbimipft hclh .. - 7:^-: :-: • ?. 

B<aiMii^)(bqQlil*>Wftfte injr time In re«ronitlg4>Rh*iil«n of 

fuclniiemirle minds S^' .To ydu^^hlp d^ fr6m yiint hi^i^ 

hcibs%€LtM ^EUJs of Nazareth^ and who^ iA r«ilfty, tfrtf^'flit 

chilirea of the mioft Hig^ God, the mo«rnful pa(f^ wb^^ 

arA-niur upon^ does, in a more immediate manner, call iM 

to addrefs myfclf. You, I am perfuaded, on hearing of ^ 

Peter*s falU and the Lord's turning and looking upon himi"- 

will not draw this abominable inference, •* Let us fin then, 

that grace may abound." No, I know you deteft it from 

your inmoft fouls ; and if it was proper to fpeak, would to 

a man cry out, " God forbid." Your hearts, I would 

humbly hope^ are rather employed in filent ejaculation to 

the holy J«sus, faying within yourfelves, " Oh, that he 

*• would this day look down from heaven, the habitation of .' 

«« his holtnefs, and caufe, out of thefe rocky hearts, floods of 

•« repenting tears to flow." I will readily join with you in ^ 

ihis necei&ry requeft. Por, al^s! we are all guilty concern* 

ing this thing, viz. Of denying our Lord, as well as 

Peter. Some of us, peAaps, have not fo openly with oaths * 

and curfes denied that ever we knew him. But then, though ' 

we have in words owned, yet in works and pradlice, it may •'^ 

te, we have habitually denied him. For how often have we -^ 

■been fleeping, when we ought to have been watching ? And ^^ 

how often have we been warming and indulging our bodicf>, -"^ 

when we {hould have been in our clofets warming our hearti^ '*^ 

injWyer? How ofieff-have we needlefsly left the (Confmiui--''^ii 

n\dh'o€ Stints^ and as netfdlefsly put ourfelvcs into the w^yfci^' 

of,^fMd'4^ine4mateif co!tverfed wi«h^p^i tttid nhcotHtr^^^ 

finflcY^ «l^>ift4e^^«|ii(ti trf<^QMrh(«b^ 4i>AtfiirMni!iH^ «4^ ^hMf 

wtrit>^^iis^f^ u$ tlM Q:ob^aiT&^^wtib^li<9mithhmi*h9n4yM 

been^^lff/^^WfaVn/4^aiAig9!fi^J^>«d<a^ h^ I^Y&dW^> 

. Vol. VL D4 often 
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^ten have we been ftupid, and even as~ dead as (tones, atthe 
table of the Lord, when Chisrt has been evidently fct 
forth crucified before us ? How often have we been fo foolifh 
as to truft our hearts, and inftead of tnifting the Lord, 
bave leaned on the broken reed of our own undetftandings ? 
ttow often have we been puiFed up with fpiritual pride, and 
confidently boafted of our graces, as though we had not 
received them ?* And oh, bow often have we Shamefully fol- 
lowed our Lord afar ofF? And notwithftanding he may 
have manifefted himfelf to us as he doth not to the world ; 
notwithftanding he may have taken us on the mount of or- 
dinances, given us to fee his glory, led us into his banquet- 
ing-houfe, and let his banner over us be love; notwithftand- 
ing our repeated vows that we would never leave him, never 
forfake him ; yet how often have we, as it were, been 
alhamed of him, and his glorious Gofpel, and given our 
Lord occafion, times without number, to complain in that 
cutting language, '^ Thefe wounds bave I received in the 
. ** houfe of my friends ? '* And . now which of us (hall 
throw the firft ftone at Peter ? Behold, ke has been placed 
in the njidft of us this day. My brethren, why ftand we 
/ like ftatues ? I fay, let him that is without this fin of deny- 
I ing the Lord Jesus, caft the firft ftone; But with what 
' /ace of juftice can we do this, being guilty in many refpe£ls 
equally, and in fome even more guilty than Peter htmfelf ? 
' Rather let us turn the edge of our refentment againft oar- 
felves, and imitating Peter in his repentance, as we bave un- 
doubtedly too much imitated him in his crime, let us go 
Aut from a wicked, noify,* and deluding world, and weep 
^bitterly. Who knows but the Lord may return and leave 
'^^a biefling behind him? For this end was thi^ inftattceof 
"'^Ihuliian frailty an3* divIHe coiidefc^nfion recorded* Inthini 
'^the R^JfcetWer' IHewtd i\\ thjV^hg-ftfftringj'that- we, not- 
withllandlh'g 6\«f*mSWfoia'ba<?k(Hdings, might be kept from 
difpair. Trae; W^ Kiiv(d'ffnttW, but though 'wc haif« finned 
L K.\ againft 
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Jigainft iigilt atld love, yet we have fllll an advocate with 
the Father^ even Jesus Christ, thq righteous, whofc pre- 
cious blood can, and, if fpplied to our fouls by a living 
faith, will certainly cleanfe us l?Qth from the guilt and power 
of all our fini« It was this wliich wa&ed away the ftain of 
this foul and dreadful fall from ^^^r's heart. He qui^]ply 
irpfe, and was as fpeedily reftored to his blefled mailer's fa- 
vour again. " Go tell his brethren and Peter ^^' faid the" 
angel, " that he gocth before you into Galilee. There flull 
yoii fee him. They did fee him. And what faid Jesus 
unto him ? He renewed his commiffion, and bid him ^' feed 
his (heep and lambs.'* Accordingly we hear not only of his 
preaching, but of his being honoured fo to preach, that three 
thoufand were converted in one day. And is not the Lord 
Jesus the fame now as he was yefterday 7 Yes, he is, and 
will continue the fame for ever. We have his own royal 
word for it, that he will heal our backflidings, and love us 
freely. Let us return then unto the Lord, from whom we 
have revolted. He is long-fufFering, flow to anger, and foon 
repenteth him of the evil which we provoke him to fend 
upon us. But oh let us not return again to folly, but care- 
fully watch and pray againft fpiritual pride, fpiritual floth^ 
and felf-indulgence, from whence all our evils dow. 

Young preachers, to you in an efpecial manner are thefe 
words of exhortation fent. Of all people in the world, you 
had need watch moft againft fpiritual pride. It is a fly that 
often fpoils your whole pot of ointment* This made aged 
Paul fo careful to warn Timothf not to lay hands upon no- 
vices, left, fays he, " being puffed up with pride, they fell 
into the conidemnation of the devil.*' How many .awful in- 
ilances have we had of this in various ^^c^s within thefe f^w 
ycar^ Jaft paft I Yojing. ipe[n^^j therefore, I exjioiiit. yc^u^j tjx be, 
bumble. Fo^^ChRist'sJj^Ijc;, {qi^^^^^o^x^ fgi^sfSj^, fot 
the fake of thp ^h^wfch qf Qop-^hici^^hp.hatb. purchafed with 
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his ^wn Wood, pfay withdut cfeafihg ^hat yfttt Wiy Be clo^rtT- 
ed With humility. Take ciire of CarVying tdb hi^ (ail. Po- 
pularity is a dangerous Tea, atvd hothing bUt the fpecial and 
almighty grace of God can kttp you froiil Werrcttihg in il. 
Mark the rocks againft which others have ma Je ihipwreck^ 
and beg of the Lord Jesus night and day, to heljp you to 
..fteer fuch a courfe as to ftvoid ahd keep cte'ar of them : be 
alone can prererve you. Satan envies the honoi/r put Upon 
you ; he has a particular enmity againft thofe whom he feels 
the Redeemer making ufe Of. He knows yofir Weak fides, 
and will defire to have you, as he defired to hnvb Piter^ that 
he may fift you as wheat. Watch, therefore, and pray 
always, that you may tiot fall iq an hour of temptation. If 
Peter could not ftand when left 16 himfelf, What are We i 

Have iany from among 6urfelves of late given proofs of 
this ? Nay, haVe any that 6hct appeared boMly for our 
Lord, and fcfemed ready to follow hirh to prifbn or to death, 
have any fuch, I fay, been permftted not ohly to follow him 
afar off, but (hamefully and Openly to difoWh and deny both 
liim and his j>'e6jdB? Let us not marvel as though fomc ' 
ilrange tiling happ^hed unto us, but let us fearcb the fcrip- 
tures. Many fuch ihfta'nces aire recorded there $ and we 
know who hath forewarned us to expedt them now. ** It muft 
needs be, fays the unerring, atl-fecing Jesus, that offences 
come. Let us not therefore *be high-minded, but fear j and 
let him that ftandeth take heed left he fall.** Brethren, pray 
for them. Who knows but they may yet rife, and the locks 
at pfcfent cut off, grow agaih ? Who knows but the cock 
may yet crow, JlBsus may yet look, and fuch grievous back- 
\ lliders, being as it were reconverted, may appear more zealous 
.than ever in ftrengthcning fheir brethren ? When ihall this 
ottc^be? " We waft for thy (klvation, © Lor©; make no 
-long tai'fyiftg, O^^ur God i 
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In the mean while, let none of us be difcouragedi Gab 
will take<rarco£ his own caufe. The Redeemer hatl:^ de- 
clared^ that the gates of bell fhall never be able to prevail 
againft his church : and, tbcreforci though the ark may totv 
ter^ hec^rn keep it from falling; and though driven for 9, 
while into the Philijiini^ country, hs aiTuredly can bring it 
back. He that healed the wound imprudently given by Petar 
to the ear of the High Prieft's fervant, he can and will heal 
all wounds, and repair all breaches that have been occaliooed 
cither by the backflidings, or unguarded condudl of thofe 
whom he vouchfafes to employ. ** Out of the eater (hall 
come forth meat, and out of the ftrong (hall come forth 
fweetnefs." The wicked, no doubt, rejoiced when they 
heard of Peter*s fall, and in all probability frequently vented 
their fpleen in faying, ** Here is religion for you ! Here is a 
^* pretty family of reformers, and fetters forth of new doc- 
•* trines. One of them hath betrayed his matter with a kif?, 
<« and another with oaths and curfes denied that ever he 
*' knew him : if this be the beginning, what will the end of 
«« their boafted reformation be ?'* What will the end of it 
be ? Ye fools ! I have an anfwer ready : Christ fcall he 
glorified, Satan and all his emifTaries confounded, and a mulr 
titude of fouls out of every nation, language, and tongue, 
redeemed and finally faved. Oh what a Christ have we I 
Courage then, my brethren, courage ! I beat to arms again 
in the name of the Lord of hofts. Let us not quit the field 
of battle, but in the ftrength of oqr once crucified, but now 
exalted Jesus, renew the combat. <* He is faithful who 
hath promifed not only to m$ike us conquerors, but ^ore 
fhan conquerors through his love," Yet a little whikytaiid 
Dur warfare fhall be aceomptifhed, deathwill pot Jin' eiuttQ 
all. A wicked world, va* Wudked heart,^ a wicked thoifiilhall 
then ceafe from troubling us, and our iweary (<^d8 ihjldljnever 
be fo much as tempted to deny our blcfied C/Q9»9 any more, 
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Where is Peter now ? Yonder he fits, not weeping bitterly, 
but rejoicing in God his Saviour, on a throne of never-fa- 
ding glory. To Him, at whofe right hand he is now fitting, 
and who alone is able to keep us from falliag, and to prefent 
us faultlefs before the prefence of bis glory with exceeding 
joy ; to Him the only wife God our Saviour, be glory, ma* 
jeftyi donainiop, >nd ppwcr, both now and ever. Jlmcn% 
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S E R M O N LIX. 

The true Way of beholding the Lamb of 

God. 



John i. 35, 36. 

JgdWy the next Day after ^ John Jiood^ and two of bis 
Difciples'y and looking upon Jefus as he walked^ bt 
faitby Behold the Lamb of God, 

GLoRious words thefel Before we fet about the open- 
ing and enforcing them, permit me to introduce my- 
felf in the language of Paul to King Agrippa^ ** Would to 
<* God that both my own heart, and likewife the hearts of 
<« all that hear me this day, may uot only be almoft^ but 
^< altogether in fuch a divine frame, as \ am perfuaded the 
^' heart of that man of God was who firft uttered thefe 
^' words !" I need not tell you his name ; our text tells us, 
jt was John \ emphaticaUy called John the Baptift, becaufe 
he was fent to baptize with water unto repentance, in order 
to prepare bis hearers for the further baptifm of the Holy 
Ghoft. He was a Boanerges^ a foa of thunder. He came 
in the fpirit and power of BUaSj and thereby Toon rendered 
himfelf fo exceedingly popular, that not only Jerufalepty all 
Jiidfa^ anid all the regions round about Jordan^ flecked to 
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bear him preach, but even fome of the Jewijh Sanhedrim, 
began to doubr, whether he was not the Mejftafy himfclf. 
Accordingly we are told in this chapter, *'' That they fent 
priefts and Icvites from Jerufalem tp aflc him^ Who art thou I 
What fayeft thou of thyfelf ?" A moft commodious opportu- 
nity this, had be any thing in view but bis maftcr's glory 
and the good pf fouls, for John to have fet up for himfelf. 
Jle might have faid, " Si populus vult declpij decipiatur \ if 
*' people will be deceived, let them; I wi]l impofe on their 
♦« credulity, and let them look upon me as the MeJfiahC^^ 
But fcorning any fuch finifter and bafe ends, '* He confefled, 
and denied not, but ponfcffed, I am not the Christ," The 
Evangelift exprcfles himfelf in ^ very peculiar manner, *' He 
confefled, and denied not, but copfeffed ;'* implying that he 
took more than ordinary pains to reflify their miftake, and 
guard them againft thinking more highly of him than they 
ought to think : nay, impatient, as it were, of the leaft ap- 
pearance of any fuch thing, he fpeaks of himfelf in the moft 
diminutive terms, acknowledges that he ^y4s unworthy eveq 
of carrying his bleflcd matter's ihoe3, and feizes the very firft 
opportunity that offered itfelf to point him out in perfon to 
the people. The next day (ver. 29.) John feeth Jesus 
coming unfo him, and upon feeing him, imnoediately cries 
out, " Behold the Lamb of God ;" *' Gaze not on, nor 
*' let your views terminate in me, but look to and beholcl 
/ *< the Lamb of God which taketh away the fin of the 
world." Thus y;?y!>« fpoke in public i and to prove that he 
' a£led the fame confident part in private, our text informs us, 
^hat, ^' Again, the next day after, John flood, and two .of 
his difciples," who like other new ly awakened fouls, having 
their niafter's perfon too much in admiration, htf labours to 
divjert their views alfo from himfelf to Christ, and that too 
. in the very fame language. ** f*or looking upon J^sus as he 
walked, he i^th, B'ebpld the Lamb of God/' 
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Thus docs this difmtcreftca, honcftrhcartcd baptift, uawca* 
ficdly and repeatedly recommend the Lord Jesus, undcif 
Ihe fame endearing cbaraflcr of the Lamb of God, 

It (hall be our bufinefs in the following difcourfe, 

/iVyf, To (hew you. why it is that Jesus Christ is ftilcd 
the Lamb of God. And, 

Secondly^ What we are to. underftand by beholding hiox^ 
Way will then be made for a Word of application. 

And firft, Why is Je^us ftiled the Lamb of God ? 

I prdume one reafon that may be afligned for it may I^ 

drawn from the account we have given us of his moft ama?r- 

|ng and unparalleled meeknefs. A Lamb, you all know, 

is one of the moft pacific creatures in the world. When we 

.would defcrlbe, or point out a perfon of a peaceable difpoG- 

tion, we fay fuch a one is as quiet as a Lamb. But what is 

the meeknefs of any perfon, even Mofes himfelf, nay, of all 

the faints that ever lived, put them all together, in comparifon 

,pf the meeknefs of the bleiTed Jesus ? To prove this, I might 

^fefer you to his whole life, which was one continued meek 

and patient enduring of contradi£lion of finners againft him- 

,felf ; but if you waiit me to fpecify particular inftances, only 

take a walk with me to Gethfemanis garden ; there you will 

fee the traitor Judas at the head of a troopj of ruffians, accoft- 

Jng his glorious Lord with a Hail mailer ! then kiffing him, 

and then betraying him. But what fays the Prince of peace? 

Pnly, ** Friend, wherefore art thou come ? Judas^ betrayeft 

^hou the fon of man wi^h a kifs ?*' But how does this fa*c 

Jesus behave after he was apprehended ? Even in the fa&c 

i^eek manner : for when bis warm-hearted difciple Peta-y 

through 
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through a mirguided zeal, had cut off the High Prieft's fer- 
vant's ear. Suffer ye, faid the holy Jesus, thus far. In all 
probability thefe words were addrefTed by our Lord to the 
officers who bad tied his hands behind him. As though he had 
faid, ^^ Be pleafed to unloofe m^, whilfi: I cure that poor man's 
*^ ear, which my too forward difciple hath imprudently cut 
^« off, and then you (hall bind me again/' Was ever reply, 
was there ever meeknefs like unto this thy meeknels, O thou 
Weffcd Lamb of God 1 Well did Ifaiab prophecy concerning 
thee, '^ That thou (houldft be led as a lamb to the 
daughter," which goes as willingly to the (hambles, as to 
the pafture: and as juftly might thy forerunner call upon 
finners to behold thee under the pacific chara£ler of the 
Lamb of God. Help us, holy Jesus, to come at thy invi- 
tation, and to learn of thee, who gaveft fuch amazing evi- 
dences of thy being meek and lowly in heart I thep^ and npt 
^ill then, Ihall we find true reft in our fouls. 

But further, the dear Lord Jesus may properly be called 
a Lamb, or The Lamb, by way of emphafis, not only in 
allufion to the Lamb that was ofFered under the law morning 
and evening, but more efpecially becaufe he was typified by 
the pafchal lamb. Hence he is ftiled, by that prince of 
preachers St. PW> Christ our pafTover; and in allufion to 
the fame, the Apoftle Ptier tells u?, ** That we are not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as filver and gold, from our 
vain converfation, but with the precious blood of Jesus 
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemifh and without fpot^'* 
T'his was an indifpenfable requifite to be found in the paf- 
chal lamb. It was to be a Iamb without blemifh. A pro* 
per type of him who knew no fin, but was fpotlefly. holy, 
Il4rmlefs, and altogether undefiled in heart, lip, and Ijfe, 
'Indeed, if we eonfidcr him as having the chailifement of our 
peace^ and the iniquities of us all laid upon him by if ay,, of 

imputiMUoni rhQ-vrttfi^ as. fome dtviiifa expi:e(iF iV.j^^ S^^^ 

finner 
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Cnncr that ever was : and we (hould eftecm him to be fuch 
in reality, were we to judge of his innocence by the abufivc 
and barbarous treatment that he met with whilft tabernacling 
on earth. But, notwithftanding all this, he was without 
fin, and therefore could boldly and truly give men and devils 
the challenge, ahd fay, ** Which of you convinceth me of 
fin ? The prince of this world cometh, but'fliall find nothing 
in me. There was no corruption in the heart of this inima^ 
culate Lamb of God for Satan's temptations to lay hold on i^ 
But this properly belongeth only to him : for any of his fol- 
lowers, though arrived at the higheft pitch of chriftian p^r^ 
feSion, much lefs for young converts, mere novices in the 
things of God, to prefume that they either have, or ever 
fliall, while on this fide eternity, arrive at fuch a finlefs ftate, 
argues fuch an ignorance of the fpiritual extent of the moral 
Jaw, of the true interpretation of God's word, of the uni- 
verfal experience of God*s people in all ages, as well as of 
the remaining unmortificd corruptions of their own defpe- 
rately wicked and deceitful hearts, that I date venture to tell 
the preachers and abettors of any fuch do£irine, however 
knowing they may be in other refpeSs, that they know not 
the true nature of gofpel-holinefs, nor the Compleatness 

OF A believer's STANDING IN THE UNSPOTTED IMPUTED 

Righteousness of Jesus Christ, as they ought to know, 
or as I truft they themfelves, through divine grace, will be 
made to know before they die. Surely it is high time to 
awake out of this delufive dream ! Pardon this ihort, (would 
to God there was no occafion of adding) though too necef- 
fafy a digreffion. 

But to proceed. The pafchal lamb was further typical of 
Christ, its great antitype, in that it was to be killed intM 
evening, and* afterwards roafted wi(h fite.- So Christ, ^dUf 
ilaflbv^r, was facrificed for us in the ev^ing ^ the worM| 
only wit&'tiiiiJihM^i^l iiBeimot^ the pa(iBiuaikaibit!trfl^'firft 

ilain. 
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flatn, and then roafied ; whereas the holy Jesus, the fpotleis 
Lamb of God, was burnt anJ foafted in the fire of his. Fa- 
ther's wrath before he adually expired upon the crofs. To 
iatisfy you of this, if you can bear to be fpe^^tors of fuch 
an awful tragedy, as I defired you juft now to go with oie 
to the entrance, fo I muft now entreat you to venture a little 
further into the fame garden. But — ftop-^What is that we 
iee ? Behold the Lamb of GoDy undergoing the moft direful 
tortures of vindictive wrath ! Of the people, even of his dif- 
jciples, there is none with him. Alas ! was ever forrow like 
unto that forrow, wherewith his innocent foul was sifilided 
in this day of bis Father's fierce anger ? Before he entered 
into this bitter paiEon, ou( of the fulnefs of his heart, he 
faid, *' Now is my foul troubled," But how is it troubled 
|iow ! his agony befpeaks it to be exceeding forrowful, ev^n 
.vnto death. It extorts fweat, yea, a bloody fweat. His 
face, his hands, his garments, are all over ftained with 
)>lood. It extorts ftrong cryings and many tears. See how 
the incarnate deity lies proflrate before his Father, who now 
laid on him the iniquities of us all. See how he agonizes ii) 
prayer I Hark ! Again and again he addrefTes hi3 Father 
with an " If it be poflible, let this cup pafs from me !'* Tejl 
me, ye blefled angels, tell me, Gabriel (or whatfoever tho^ 
^rt called, who waft fent from heaven in this important hour, 
to ftrengthen our agonizing Lord) tell me, ifyec^n, what 
Christ endured in this dark, and doleful night ; and tell me, 
teli me wh^t you yourfelves felt when you heard this fame 
God-man, whilft expiripg on the accurfed tree, breaking 
forth into that dolorous, unheard-of expoftulation, ^< My 
God, my Gop, why, or how haft thou forfaken me? Were 
you not all ftfuck dumb.? And^id npt ap univftrf^ awfttl 
filence fill.beav^n ^reJif,wh^n;Gi)il the Father jUd^njlOi.liiK 
(lf9>itd,..V Swx)r^4 fou^eLtJ^y kUt^wVJNAX might nauacrf^ 
on )t»fiab]e weecbi;.:weJI^mtgbtiher<»dB3i:end^ jto^fiipW fihcttf 
f]rmpathy:;witba iiiffblridS ^aiKto^r ]|^rum4ti^.eib«U|^ 

withdraw 
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ti^Micir^W its light, is though it was ih6cked 2nd confounded 
tb tbe its 'maker fufFer. But our hearts arc harder than 
rocks, or otherwife they would now break, and our fouls 
mote ftupid than any pare of the inanimate creation, or th^ 
would even now, in fome degree, at leaft, fympathia&e with 
a crucified Redeemer ; who for us men, and for our falva* 
tion, was thus roafted, as it were, in the fire of his Father*^ 
Wrath, atod therefore fitly ftiled the Lamb of God* 

But further. The pafchal Iamb was typical of Christ our 
paflbver in another refpeA. For as the blood of the lamb, 
after it was fiain, vras fprinkled upon the door-pofts of the 
IfraelUes houfcs, fo the blood of Jesus Christ, fbed for the 
fins of the world, is to be applied to, and by faith fprinkled 
upon the hearts of the true Ifrael of God. And as the de« 
ftroying angel had no power to execute vengeance on, or 
fjurt thofe whofe door-pofts were thus fprinkled with the 
blood of the pafchal lamb, fo in the great and terrible day of 
the Lord, he (hall be prohibited both from deftroying or 
hurting true believers, who by a living faith in. the blooi 
of Jesus, have their hearts fprinkled from an evil confcience. 
Hence the blood of Christ is called " The blood of fprink- 
ling." And laftly. As the lamb under the law was feafted 
upon by God*s people, after it was fiain, fo believers under 
the gofpel by faith feaft upon a crucified Redeemer* 
Christ, our pafTover, fays the apoftle, is facrificed for us^ 
therefore let us keep the fealt, n6t barely upon an Eafter- 
day, but all the year round. For the juft, i. e. truly jufti- 
lied fouls, live by faith, and find, by happy experience, that 
in a fpiritual fenfe Christ's flefli is meat indeed, and his 
blood drink indeed ; and therefore believing on him is filled 
*^ Eating the flefh aiid drinking the blood of the fon of maiu^ 
Agreeable to this, in our communion office, the tfiimft«r, 
when he gives the bread to the communicants, ^is dic»5lcd lot 
make ufe of . tfaefe srfieding wofds^ <^ Tiikt and veat 4hie in 
7 *^ remembrance 
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<< remembrance that Christ died for thee, and fool on 
<< him in thy heart by faith with thankfgiving.'^ May ail 
who give, and all that receive that bread, feel the meaning of 
this form of found words experimentally, and powerfully 
prefled home upon their fouls I Then indeed, but not till ' 
then, may they expc£l to take this holy facrament to their 
comfort. Upon all thefe accounts then, well might the 
Baptift recommend the holy Jesus under the fignificant cha- 
rafter of the Lamb. And with equal propriety might he be 
called the Lamb of God, not only becaufe he was a Lamb 
of God the Father's providing, but becaufe he was co-equal, 
co-effential with the Father : " The Word that was with 
God, the Word that was God, even God over all, God 
bleiTed for evermore. For ever adored be the triune God for 
this great mydery of godlinefs, God manifeft in thefleih! 
O may it be continually 'marvellous in our eyes ! O make 
•us, thou altogether lovely Redeemer, like-minded with thy 
bleiled angels, that with them we may always fo eagerly, and 
fo perfeveringly defire to look into it, that neither the luft of 
the flefh, the luft of the eye, or pride of life, may ever in the 
leaft divert us from beholding thee ! 

What this beholding him imports, comes next to be con- 
fidered, under our fecond general head. 

And here I take it for granted, that it canno^t imply a be- 
holding the Lord Jesus in perfon with our bodily eyes. It 
is true, indeed, when John called upon the people and his 
' difciples to behold the Lamb of God, they were thus highly 
favoured : and we are apt to fay within ourfelves, Blefled a^ 
the eyes which faw what they faw \ and fo undoubtedly they 
were. But had their views terminated only in beholding his 
perfon, or knowing him barely according to tbQ,%{h^ they 
'coight uotwithibinding have died ia their fins, and been cpn- 
dem&ed to depart from him tato.everlaJBliQg, finfy prepared for 

die 
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the dctil and his angels.— Our Lord himfelf hath told uSy 
that there will be many who will plead that they eat and 
drank in hw prcfence, and heard him preach in their ftrects, 
to whom. he will fay, " Verily I know you not/' A true 
beholding of the Lamb of God, muft therefore neceflarUy 
import ibmething more ; and what can that be but a behold* 
ing him with an eye of faith ? This is what the Old Tefta- 
ment faints were invited to, when the glorious Redeemer 
called upon them in thofe emphatic terms, ^' Behold me, be- 
hold me }•• and again, *' Look unto me, all the ends of the 
earth.** This our Lord in another place terms, believing 
on him : " BlefTed are they which have not feen me, and 
yet have believed :" not barely as the refultof a mere rational 
conviction, which is no more than an hiftorical faith, but a$ 
the confequence of a true fpiritual convidion of our being 
every way undon);, and liable to eternal condemnation with«. 
out him. This is believing on him with the heart, and 19 
fometimes exprefTed by coming to, receiving, and trufting in 
him : different expreffions, but all importing one and the 
felf fame thing. *' I wound, and I heal." That is the me- 
thod the Holy Ghoft takes, and that is the pattern gofpel 
minifters muft follow in preaching him. From any other, 
though prefcribed to us by an angel from heaven, good Lord^ 
deliver us ! 

But fecondly. By beholding the Lamb of God, we are 
to underftand not only looking to him fo as to truft him for 
the pardon of our fin;, but beholding him £0 as to have our 
hearts broke with a true arid'-godly forrow for having cruci- 
fied and flain him by them. ^ For thus fpeaks the Lord by 
the mouth of the Prophet Zichariahy *' They (ball look upon 
him whom they have pierced, and they fhall mourn for him, 
as one that mourneth for an only fon, andihali be in <bitter- 
iiefs'for-hims as 'one' thav id In hitteranfo ifiitiiis iirft*born.'' 
This f>fedi£y<)«^v|JWlriif^afte^<igrw fulfiUid. inqimediately after 
S ' ^^ 
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the dercenC ot the Holy Ghoft, in the days of Pentecol^^ 
Pfhcn (o many being jpricked tp the heart, were made to lw>fe 
to^ believic^n^ .s^^ l^Loymt |>m a pierced Jcsui^. . But it viU 
be^ continually iiiK^i^g in the experience of cye^fUue be* 
holder of the I^hAIIB :of God, till time iball h^^Q rQHHCi 
Truf faith, at tl^ faq^e time as it opens the heart ^|$h'^r«jQife 
CHRIST, melts and diflblves it into tears of go41y <Afto«^^' 
for having betrayed and crucified him. Such were the 4lm-t 
oi'Maryy when (he wa(hed the feet of her fin-forgiving Lord; 
They flowed from a fenfe of pardoning love. She loved 
much, having much forgiven her. And though Ihe knew 
the Lord had forgiven her, yet (he could not forgive herfelf. 
Hinc ilia lacbryma. Hence thofe repenting tears : they pro- 
ceeded from love : forrow, flowing from any other principle^ 
is not a godly, but a legal forrow, which the moft abandoned 
wretch may have without the lead degree of faving grace* 
Thus we hear of a Judas his repenting, and ofan Efau crying 
out with an exceeding bitter cry ; but the one all the while wa) 
a prophane perfon, and the other immediately went and hanged 
himfelf. And why ? Their forrow was only extorted by a fear of 
hell, and a defpairing fenfe of impending ruin. It is true, a godly 
forrow may, and I. believe generally does, begin with fome-** 
thing of this nature ; but then it does not end there. Through 
Want of a due confideration of this, it is to be feared, many 
feeming converts have taken up with a few legal convidlions, 
which never ended in favingly and truly beholding the Lai^b 
of- God. May none here prefent, by a half'-way repentance, • 
and hypocritical forrow for fin, add to the unhappy num* 
bet>i.«^ '. '■«• - •. ■■ 

'fittt^hjsi is. not all.t A fcripturd beholding of. Ae Liam" 
of j^Sio«i, Jenotcs net ody fnch 3t»ifelyiiig.«nr>GHitre'#»far p»* ' 
dofldof.-£8y1at isiittended with a truly godly* fon!cNv%»9*;/iMft*' 
fuchA.bdUc«ing'Oa;^imf.iki9pnodtr6live^'^'Aikriy»3IG^^ * 
a umverfal chearful obfervance ffs^ll his divine ciiifj^udi. 

When 
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When the two difciples mentioned in our text^ heard yohn 
fpeak, we are told that they followed him, viz. the LoRft 
Jesus Christ. And if God bath given ut an hearing ear^ 
%vhen called upon to behold the Lamb of GoD» we fhaU 
certainly have an obedient hearty ^ and follow him in the wajr 
of holy obedience. But then it will be an obedience flowing 
from love : A working not for^ but from life. Not out of a 
fervile fear of being damned^ but from a grateful fenfe of hav- 
ing received the beginning of falvatton in our hearts. And 
this is what the Apoftle calls " faith working by love.*' 
Many, I know^ cenfure and look upon us as troublers of 
Ifrailf for preaching up the dd£lrine of juftification by faith 
alone in the imputed rigbteoufnefs of Jesus Christ. We 
own the charge. We do preach, and hope (hall continue to 
preach it, till we can preach no liiore. Luther ftiles it, jfrth 
4ulus ftantU cut tadentu ecckjue ; the article by which the 
church muft (land or fall : and in the ninth article of our 
own church, it is termed, a moft wholefome do6^rine. Take 
xrway this^ and you take away the only folid foundation upon 
which a truly weary and heavy-laden finncr can poflibly build 
his hopes of pardon and acceptance in the fight of a holy and 
fin^-avenging God. But why this outcry againft the dodrine 
of juftification by faith alone ? They fay this dodrine deftroyt 
good works. But do we, by preaching this dodrine, make 
void the law of God ? No : We thereby eftablifli the law* 
For, though faith alone juftifies, yet, as the good bid t^uri^ 
tans ufed toobferve, That faith which is alone^ juftifieth not» 
^Agreeable . to this, fpeaketh the xath article of our Church* 
«< Albeit that good works^ which are the fruits of faith, aa4 
<* f<gllpw after juftification, cannot, put away our fins, ani 
•• eniure the fcvcrity of God's judgment^ yet are they pleal^ 
«< ing and acceptable to God in Christ, and do fptmg 
*< out necclfiurily of a true, and lively faith, infomuckdnt by 
«« them a lively faith majt beiML tvidentl)r kaowo m% tree it 

Vol. VI. .. £f « dii:- 
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« difc^rncd by the ftdit:** They, thcrrfore,iieho objcia againft 

our infifting bpoA jtiflific^^tfoH^y fahh aloii^, aS deftruaive 

6f iiiofiltt^i hit (ilily'ltetfi^'l^reat ignorance of the articles of 

ouV'CH'urch/ah^'ortScJbV word, but give too gfeirt reafon to 

tefpeaf;"tfjAt fh'cy neVcr experienced the blefled mfluence'<)f a 

true and lively faith in their own hearts. For true and linde- 

filed religion, is nothing more or lefs, than a univerfal mo- 

" rality, founded upon the love of God and faith in Christ 

' *Jfcsus. And a true beholding him as pierced for our fins, 

**will, 'in its own nature, fweetfy compel us to cry out, 

" ** What ftiall we render unto the Lord?** It was this, 

that, perhaps, in a quarter of an hour, made that covetous 

Worldling Zaitheus^ give half of his goods to thepoor.i it was 

this, that aH of a fudden made the Jailor wafli the ftripes of 

^ thofe whom he had but a little before thruft into an inward 

* prifon"; it was this that caufed Lydia^ whofe heart the Lord 

' had opened, fo freely to open her houfe to ento'tain the 

'^'Apoftles'i and it was this that excited the Apoftles themfelves 

in general^, and St. Paul in particular, to bid adieu to worldly 

"^"^honours, to glory in nothing but the crofs of Christ, and 

'to fly like an arch-angel from pole to pole, publifhing the 

Meffed and everlaftirig gofpel. •• The love of Christ, faid 

"he, conftraiheth us.** Preaching faith in this manner, feems 

to me the only fcriptural way of preaching Christ : and by 

^' this mftins we ihall fteer a middle coifffe between two dan- 

gett)Us extremes. For to infift only upon morality and good 

^%t)rks, and not lay a true lively faith, as a foundation whereon 

"^ lAicy are fo be built, (as'it^is to W f^arid tdb'many do) is to 

^* iet like P*/7«»(?A*s^ raftAhkftefr,- a*W Kd people male brick 

'*^Vtthoutffic;)?5itjg thciilVi^c^^tB get(ftrS«S' V^yToul, .ttemc 

*4lotth\iifint^thfe!r fcfc?c«!** OWtheothfcrBatldj^t&eaTliiwn 

^^ilVojAj t6 l^HiviJ'iffi <itiA^}k\kHi VM}%^%k'tiBm6»lwa at 

^Hl^e JadeHirtiex''ri6i 4li6rtf^tfiiAv^^ milAhHf^ ^m^ 2s 



iurh ttje. graff ixf^^Goti into la/civi^()»dii< . And therefore; 
, hflt^pyjff; ffyatigcljcal f^ch^|)r^2ijf|\ejr^.^?^ f(?cm in their own 

fejfie^.j?e^.^^thc writings of ^i/i^s^i,^^ 
.l^P^ ^,Ms Apo|llc3, are to Jic cynr Ju^ges^ they do not 

i;ig|^j5 djj^idc the wor4 of truth. ** T.9 tjicit aflkmhly^ m^i 
. tpppurt be iiot thoa unilcd f " . i 
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Once moht. A truip beholdihg of tile Lamb of Gttbi 
implies fuph a beholding hioi^ as will transform us intoiiii 
ijlivine Itkenefs. Thi^ will be the efte£l of oiir feeing him^al 
he is in heaven ; and this, in its degree^ will always be the 
Confequence of our beholding him with an eye of a true and 
lively faith oh earth. When Mifes came down from mpjint 
Horebj where he haid been tonterfing virith GoDf vft are told ^ 
that his fac( ifaoiie ; and if we have been upon the mount of 
Ordinances beholding by faith the blefled Lamb of God, 
though oiur fac^s will not (hihe,* yet ouf hearts will be 
moulded into His blefled image, it^bis is what the Apoftl# 
Paul termsfy in one place^ *' Being transformed by the renew* 
ing of our itiinds ;" and in andtber, '' Pa£2ng from glory id 
%\otji even by the Spirit of the Lokd;^ All manifeftations, 
of Whsitever kind or degree, if not attended with this tran$« 
foriHing and truly faln£lifying influence^ are unprofitable, de* 
jufive, or merely- imaginary. Balaam could call himfelf the 
man whofe eyes were open ^ and the maa who bad feen th6 
vifions of th^ Almightjr, mti yet he was a poor worldling all 
the while. He loVed the wages of unrighteoufnefs, though 
forced by GO0 not to receive , th^m. Hehce we may eafily 
^dd rationally account £oir the falling away of fome, and it 
^ .inay be the final apoftacy of many others, who in the late ^Re- 
ligious fiir, (as fome are pleafed to call it) .feemcd to bq un- 
, iMimonly gifted, jtiid ui be lifted up> as it were, to the.third 
^ heaven, .,^t^ beil^g (enable. that tte Holy Spirit.pf God 
V^WQriupg ajgr^ worl^«pQ»fl^^ ^urnsijMwfelf ipto 

an angel of light, introduces hia-cMrawdinaricSy anjd therebjr 

£ e a mimici 
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mimics God's triM^ wodIr: mivv* as the fnagiciiM& iilrere once 
permitted to faivri9ifhgivc9i,vnh$deft of Mo/ii foiiimtrly. SucH 
cdumevfett^^ ftbofe iMfhoIar^Tot jgnorant of Sjilai;i't.^vi5^ 
dQght ftooi timetatinkcifiO'add all diligenceto fe^rph-akil^mJi 
dmd';.\btit.^t^ tlte urmoft caution ii^aginable, I bfHevfeMI 
fiiaH^fifiid the fayfn^ of a very zealous Refortner (who tkongi^ 
it his HtST coiAwg out, that he ihould convert the wholaf 
W(Sfld) tb be too true, viz. *« That old Satan will be, in many 
*<*'cafes, too' hard ftir young MibmSIhon.^* Satan is an old 
^raaftioner, and we, comparatively fpcaking, but novices | 
and therefore no wonder, that we fometimes miftake his ex*' 
traordinaries, for the powerful operations of the Holy Spirit; 
or look upon thofe, at leaft for a while, who are only ftony« 
ground hearers, and have received the word with joy, as 
though they were truly converted to, and had by a lividgf 
foul-transforming faith, beheld the Lamb of God. Such 
miftakcs may ferve to make us more cautious. But to con- 
dthm'a work in the lump, as merely delufive and diabolical, 
bi roundly^ affirm, that all the pretended fubje£b of it have 
hken up only with an ideal Christ, bccaufe fome have 
ftiiftaken imaginations for the true fpiritual manifeftation of 
Goti*s love to their hearts, difcovers fuch an ignorance of 
fertpturei df Satan's devices, and the accounts given us of 
paft revivals iti ^11 ages, that if one did not know the dread- 
ful blindnefs of a bigoeted fe£brian zeal, and what a pronenefs 
^flibrc "Is in the beft of men, to condemn every thing that 
doth not come juft in tdieir own way, we fhduld think it 
di^riitly impoflfiblothat good men.ihduld run fuch lengths as 
f&tv^htve done of late, in ceitfuring^wbat I think may be 
diRed, imidft iltthe uifirmities-4iivl.tweBk>i)eires lba$ haveat* 
ttftdcd fcj Agrtatuand glcMious work of a Gqi># 
5^fii.,j.^; : ' . >. ■•; • ^i . :,,.^,; i., .-^ : . ., . .., .^^ 
'''B^ilti^fbiteofhrweita^rimdlifarerto acqnp)y%o.i f\^e 
have Qow then, my dear hearers, done with the do£W.^l 
l»art of 0ur«tQxt ; sin .optningyojfi/vhich^ that we night deal 
i- 7 * ^ -. with 
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With you as rational creatures, we have endeavoured calmly^ 
and in the fear 6f XSo^d; to addfeA oMfrrdvcii^ to your undiel'* 
ihtidings : but the haitle^ilpWdtknibBi^^/ttthiml, namely, to. 
iSk& and iSt^rm your hearts. ^c^FMi^I )i4ie «6^be thajileffilife. 
0P Ipftttchhig ! for man is a c(5iiiif>60xut«rc«tora^] nxde u|;i.of 
aflfefti0iiir, as well a$ underftanding*^;' jotidv^rconfhiuebtlfjs - 
#ith<iut addreffing bothj we only do our^iwork ^ Alll^trtffk > 
It is true, every one hath his proper gift, and fome .^x^) 19 
making ufe of a proper method to inform the judgmeAl[» 
wbilft others are more eminent for exciting the paij^^na.. 
Both are beautiful in their feafon ; and both ought and :ii?il]^/ 
be ufed by all who have warm hearts, as well as clear heads.- 
MAfij and the Prophets, Christ and his Apoftles, dealt 
mueh in exhortations, as well as in opening and explaining 
the weighty matters of , the law. And if we arc taught b/; 
die fame Spurit, ,we fhall, like them, bring light and beat 
with us| when called to fpeak of, and enforce the things, - 
which concern the kingdom of God. Without a pfogef^ 
mixture of thefe, however a preacher may acquire tbe^cha^: . 
rafier, in the letter-learned and polite world, of i«eing a calnE^ 
and cool reafoner i yet he never will be looked upon by fii9fjf 
whofe fenfes are exercifed to difcern fpiritual thing|» as.^ 
truly evangelical and chriftian orator.— And furely i^ zt^j^U 
Iter's heart is ever warm, it ought to be fo.in a mpre efpcici^} 
manner, when calling on a blind and drowfy worlds to be- 
hold the Lamb of God, O ! that my tongue was. at this 
time touched with a coal from his altar. O ! that my cold 
and frozen heart (for I muft again repeat the wiQi I put^ug 
at the beginning of this difcourfr) was m the fao^e^ bleflc^ 
and divine frame, %rWS: have reaibn ixt believe the bcjjf ^fet 
tift was iavourilidwftb, vMten be called upoilihi^difi:ipl.eaJ!g4 
the people, forepeatedly^'^tobehold^^eliiamb of/Go^< ..fJP[^^ ^ 
to whom fhall I apply myfelf firft ? Or with what language 
ftttll liairtR'fo\ji trhdli iffdflbig yi0ttiiotItejfRlftQ$9lEi9fi¥u^( • 
ljfy,g"f)b -mj flji-/. onoL ,?.ioj&^d isab -^m .nortj wor ? ^.rt 



I 4H 1 

Will my bretbmi^^m tbeminiftiyiiifier a vHoeAof exhorts^ 

tion frdtn one'wiio a left ttimd^^eieaft. of them' all^fc Ptet 

pgHJCfacprtaioB. ofi fla» feiifeot harbinger and foiK^nriBUtr o£t 

theSort of GoiK aataraUjrrJead me to it l ITor di4E>fac9ibiiim»u 

weariodly tecont«neiiA>the Lord Jesus i Did he Jtikko fiidtl 

cafe tp pn»cb not bimfelf^ but Christ jEsyi his jucmtiK 

And (ball not wt make this fame Je^us the AIpAia afi4'' 

Pd^gat) the be^nning and end pf all OHr difoou«fas-f Did^; 

^ take fuch pains to debafe himfelf, exalt his. Lcmo^ an^ 

^^enco to the world that he was difinterefted, Md fought-. 

nbt hi^ own glory, but the glory pf bim whofe fore-hisine«r 

he was i ^nd iball we not go and do likewife ? . X^^preptrt 

the Rede^er's vay before him, by turning the hearts of. the . 

difobedient to the wifdom of the jjuft, and to proclaim a oem* 

ing Sayiour, joh efteemed his higheft honoiir. This is an^ 

employ wirthy angels. They thought therofelres highly fii^ 

youred, when feot to give notice of the Mcdiator'a biiA tar 

fome humble fliepherds. And I hope I am fpeaktng to ibme^T 

who had rather be employed in fuch an errand, tbta bt ^-^ 

baflad0rs to the greaftft monarchs on earth. Go on then, 

fnfy brttbren, or rather fathers, as it becomes fuch a one as f 

tticallyoa. Ye angels pf the churches, ye Awards of the 

dbyfiieries of GqD) go on in the name and ftr^figth of the 

ertelafting I AM. Ti^ach Carist, and him criicf^$ 

^bntinut to pleach biin } be fnftant ih feafon and out of 4ea« 

fon; and thdDgll'7011 ihbutd be called to (uffer for (6 Mng^ 

ftUr Ae^r, but rathAr ft^tce, and be eshreeding glad : greaf 

^lIFbe' yoiir rewnrBfii heaven f'f6i*fo perfecuted th^y Join 

^e Baptiflf; and others tKat hayt b^^ -employed in calling; 

^pfbn fihnter^ td behold the i;iltiib oT'GQD'befbre joQ. 

Are any h^re pr^fent who are entrufted with the care ef 
yboth^that apaKptaiifcdsto tfaediniii&iy'i IMf vtbctiifcaliia/me 
{Mis tonleabe^jsQittsu^iinijihss addvef^i^i ^M« ditefted histAif^i:? 

•;>v;'f\ .^ a plc^ 
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pies to behold the Lamb of God : and ought not Aich, who 
have the overfigbt of thofexxAo tace>hereafiKrrtotbe«n)plo]red 
in Che famft divine woidfr">e»^ii»rit3syitQin«he it onenain 
part of their daily endeavours,' todblutl^iiPeilcpii{ii&fQ3a:tmf% 
lexfiorifnental^baDd faVing acffuaiafa|iii«:«ritk Ao£vec-Uc£bii 
LiJaib of God ? This may. be dond withnst imvtng thfpmim^ 
necei&ry branch pf tnie.knowledge>and'ufefulckai9iiixg ufH»> 
d^ae. A negled of this ifli^rtant point Jbalh bwrn^'ut^ ij^iiflr 
to be feared even now is, the bane of tfac.cl^iftian-cbuFclr.j 
Fpr, if young men's minds are from year to yearwboUf cniT^ 
gaged in ftudying the heathen mythoIogy» inftrad t>f }^Hig<^ 
(hewn the b^aucies of the New Tefiament ; if th^y ^e Uughl; : 
tp delight more in reading Cafar^s Commentaries, or tho«x*-; 
ploits of an Alexander^ than to admire the mjracles of Jfftis of^ 
}<fa%areth ; if they are dire£led to employ themfel^es more in 
giving an account of Homer*^ battles, than of the important 
war between Michael and the Dragon^ if it is cftpemed a^ 
greater excellency to be engaged in ftudying. the folds pf a 
Roman garment, than to enquire iiito the various turnings and': 
windings of their own corrupt hearts : if thefe,, and fuch-like^ 
trifling things, are recommended to thtifr daily fttidy, and. the. 
glorious doctrines of the gofpel, fuch as regeneration, juiUfi^ 
cation, &c; wholly negleded, or fuperficially^fpokeiirofi is it 
any wonder^ that fo many ignorantly ftrike their iieadtag^nd 
the pulpit, or appear when put- into it,.mor^}il;e heaiheivph^^*, 
loTophcrs or Roman, orators, than gofpel piea^bqrs,*|bouglv 
without half the clearnefaand found fcafoning of the one, tOt 
a thoufandth par^ of the true pathos fand unaffe^edelp^^nce 
of the, other I Th& recommending and (enforcing .|he.pra£lt» 
cal ftudy o£ 4i^4o£lrin0;» and exan^plf of< the blefied }f^z\J$^ 
feems to me to be. the ^oolfr tcmedy ^ior^^his great, not to^ 
growing evil. 
'L> r*""'!.; .>." ri|vi».» j'-fi. «:-.:i *)t£ .'* ' v. .t.j< •^ *\' ■"•i'* ^■'A 

'7r.'Aani^;iheiJefore;7tI lieg^rieavcjio tbeoosxt upline totiaddosfi 
flpiylre^ :tbb4ttofeljwiwdr aralsnbM: <:alQusdlyLvtBliga^d^:>in:: she 
.^ i ^ £ e 4 ftudy 



ftudy of divinity, and ire defirous of being preptiM :iccord« 
ing to the prepamuonof .the fim^luaiyy .for the igrett lod for . 
teoHijWKk af caUu^iipte Uasneni^ttD beboM the lamb qf 
fiOS>;vv \^/3ieair^i«]ttaefiaptj[A/wBt4hasi:taypU9eii>«4io t^k 
mtedbasafiina tbo pWplept|Mifae \riwt^l6mdpt9fe)/if^q07A»iA 
C^itiMhit Cauaaitb 96^ ^llikwv 'faidridB^ Juiddb(Sv 

.<tf y6H»b J— im i tthi i J iimsj-^that « ulybve d^ things (yon ^ftlrdd 
fcfiufty lO((gpiOquili«pcrimeRttl acqUaiiitaaoe> #Miv]th^^Ibtab 
ijitsur:ift yoiirbwncbearts,. before you attempt tOdfeoomtiflM 
ii)mnp.co*thebfab«ice4>f othcrc j T^hen/having beUeved* you 
ijHTtU ifpQsik^ fpiak. fiptr aa m^re iiead, formal^ leitter«^leanKd 
: fcKibesV3btiit as (ntn^having authorjty. You mil then, liKe 
^y^bnsth^J^f^'i&^ibQ the voico 66:oDe crykig ; you will lift 

vp ypitr Voices itfce ifumfiecs*; you will»preach not with the 
'"ettticingrworda. of man's wiidoflp, but with the domonftratioii 
?of the fpirit and of power. Tbi?^ with a moderate flrare of 
^feful learning,, which is quite neceiTary in its place, will 
.tJuMe you to do.^iK>nders, ' Vallies (hall be filled up, moun* 
-iftflils .flialb be.'Jirought low, and a highway made, through 

your inftetjunentaUty, \mo fi&ners hearts, by the blefled and 
•mlbpowarfttlopenitionspf the Spirit of the overliving Gon. 
j|$udh^aiethadv jpecbaps, -may render your preaching a little 
nin£>lhioft«^fitii>Ut iti i^-tbe only way to render it ufeful, and 
.4mIycBr«^gBliqitw.\-:Tabe the ApodldAitrf for your enfampk. 
fSftom^ » great f(:holacf as well as a great £iint ^ and, if called 
'^Tjt,i^ouhi.l)a9e Sought the..leal-ned/cWGvld with their own 
c^iiieiipons pbttt hrichofetto fight only vlmk the )fwonl of-tbe 
a|ppta(0Jvlfich:is:ih04ro[EdLof 6adi.,jndM^eiQeR, whan {Mcadi- 
tiHg^Kf^ ^blitfda piaoai vmGrMi^i: datetarin^LtoufciMiW^tiio- 
-;tAi^S^49R^ci«ig:^iffceof; bnt7js$us<}Hitlst»'^ani(-"'Mnacmk:i<M. 
ipffi Mt ^^koi anoihen(^ibfi flittde cit: b2$ ^^isaSa^^MtStvix^ 
:ifiipd?d(tai0lo)&tp be&Cfjiip{rf>C7fiiidees itaRbefaol^ithd L«mb^f 
bi@W>^%'^^% |)mta<iiifu|^i|i^c^xwil9^ 
upY ^^A . .bvft bfy? mill ^PPllot ii^ ^l^^bnarfiiq^^K Xfsrfv: 



[ 4«r ] 

But de nobtbe wor^ft of oar Ifxt ileadove to addrefs M In 
igeneral, -«fer Mril as jQu^eiaraijkl nli^^niiUla in piirticuhu t 
Y<i : to ryM!/ae!«an.to as mBii^3^!^i9tifaBA^i^^i/Sf{ wbtcKcir 

j^y^fvari of elshoruticm liatmall^ be dtreOocU ^tdivdbitD 

slNj^pte^ M wctt^ at to.iiia dkclple^linft 7^ wbib UeeMir 

iJ^Wfi QWliK^.ttMohimi ijpokt ctaofeendcflSis^wardi^ ^^,&^ 

tboU theiL«»bof..Goo:" I cfaerelbre t^l 119011. you HHn 

filbe,fiimo ianguage^ and for the fame re^bn 1 for it ia He^ add 

He aione^ that uketh away the fms of the worid^ It ia tbia 

' tbat yon all ftand m need of, whether ypu-»know«if<pr not. 

You are -all ftung by that old.aod crooked ferpent the devil. 

. ^^ Therefore, as Mof^ lifted up the ferpent in tbo wiidcrneiit, 

even fo was the Son of Man lifted iip^ t)iat< wboToawy ba^ 

iieveth on bitn ibould not perifli, but ha^ tiverla^g ill^ 

^ O then behold him, behold him I. Look untahini) all ye ends 

of the earth, even ye upon whom the ends of the woild aic 

come, and be ye (aved. Some of you, I tnift, through igcacft 

have already been enabled to do this. O come, dome, I br- 

tfeecb you, and repeat the bleisd look ; for this as the chr if- 

lian's grand catlfolicon, the fovereign remedy for aliahe or- 

matning difeafes of his foul. Are ye sampled? Aebold^ ifte 

Lamb of God« «( He was tempted in all things Jike.idi.we 

are,^- that he might be able exptrimehtaOy to^ fympf thii^ 

with, and fuceour thofe that are tempted*. Asf- ye deiierteti, 

and bewailing an abfentGoD ? Behold the.Lambof, Gop. 

fU oncp complained, and that too to^hia own ^re^rtiKos, 

M My foul 4s ess^ecdbg forrowful^* evoiuntp deaftbi^'wl^o 

OOP^ criedoout^and that tahtshisavenly Fatt)er^<*) MyiQoflf, 

jtrtr:GQD^ iwh)F.ibaft;>llHHOforraken me«;^ ^Are^ye.ppoi^^.ilk;- 

|^pl(litbe^iiAiiS>jaf?Qoi> ^liie had^or sffaorv to liii^ .bit h#l. 

gifx.{al30i:cHp8iiimftibdtiBy^^jii>[^ ^^itmpmhd 

Wl}P« apprebqnApd, i|ll fQrfra)^ him itpd Qed«, Are ym 

, * bUckcned 
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blackened and maligned by enemies ? Behold the Lamb of 
Gou : • Hciii^ai accounted a madwman, a deceiver, nay, a 
BtelfccftMAi^'tkeilirc»ry<^biiir 6rthe^«evil^^ Are ye afrr'd of 
deatiw or 4jriiig*JBc»*il4 tb^ Iamb of G<>|> : He hath t^ken 
a^ tke'^lnig^lii^ thit'lWg t)f tetroft,'^fta'cto»c4(^ dciiver 
thdfe^=«hothi<M§h frili'^iir d^ath wei^ all Ihe^'life^fime ftib- 
jdift-to bonda^i Ddtiht ye whether ye fhalthoW out ttothe 
icrid? BehoMlhetAMBof GoDf " He is the Aitthbr-arid 
finiiher of brnr fiaith ;*' and having loved bis' ow^\ ^be loved 
them even unto the end. Do ye want more grace, "'ttther m 
mortify remaining corruption, or to enable you to bring forth 
more fruit tinto God ? Behold thp XxAMb of Gost : *^ Out 
of his fulnefe we may all reoetve, and that too, ei'en grace for 
grace ;** gnitt upon grace, grace to beget more grace, even 
till we are filled wit)l ail the AUnefs of God. O ye believers^ 
my heart ia enlarged towards you ; look to, and live much on 
the blefied Jesos ; and then you will live to, and aA for 
hia» mot? and mora. Be thankful for what you have recetvedi^ 
but be looking out contintolly for freih diiicoveries of bis love,^ 
and frefii incomes o£ heavenly grace, till you are called to. be- 
bo}d this Lamb of Goorin ^lo^r : that time, blefibd be Goo,, 
willfliortly come. TkAogb/Mroropts deftroy our bodies^ yet 
ii-oiir 4xtti. wc fludMiEW our Qpn ; not as we do now,, tbrough 
a^)ar» darkly> but6ite:ta&ce : fee him as be js : and what 
19 yettbetter, be gtfowin|p Aip OLore and more into, his divine 
Kkencft) through the codlefs ages of etcfmky.^ • 

But as for ungodly and obflinate unbelievers that die in 
their fins, it (hall not be fo with them. Rfchold him indeed 
you fliall y behold him you muft ; ^« For yet a little while,^ 
and we mufl: all appear before the judgment* feat of Christ." 
But P ! hbw (haU LfpeakM ? 9fou jmuft'l'bebold him onc^, 
never to behold him aaf mPOre ! Behold biin,^ not fi> much 
as the Lamb of GO0, as the Lion of the tribe of JuJab^ and 
hear him i:oaring out thit*«treadful fcntente, >« pepart, ye 

curfed^ 
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l^rfed, 1.1^ everlafting fir«, prepared for the devil ainl his ^iw 
l^els." O think of this, all y^ that havf: hitherto negle^ed ta. 

^ehbld this J^amb of GftD:,*jril^ilW<*>v(h*ll:Wb<ilirf ««t 
j)toye your <i9Wl 'WJl^ To yom -flfffiicWbgrott .1 woe imw;? 

iall,,^^^;)^^^^^ the door p|m5!rqK,« |)§t j€(4bufi| iim>r 

'■<^^^:(^^S^^M'^9^iy^ ovcri look umabUn. an4 you ihallyct^fr 

•<|^,(av(s4 ;r hfd hP^rt t3 opfm^ and his ^Mrms i^retdied out re^(i)yk; 
,^|o3:)cce£y(:^you. Q that he i|fpuld rend the leavens andfcooui^ 
^f'^6lfj!n:z I and as he had once cornp^S^n upon ai 

. |>oor . woman^ tbs^t was bowed down with the fplrit of u\Sit^ . 

.. fpityr io fighteen years ! O that he would repeat that ^I^^ 

i pg:wc?^ful commapd, <^ Be ye loofed from your infirmity/' « 
:\^t^ enable every unconverted finner to loo)c up to» and behold 
iWLAjA^ of God ! However, if you will not come to Um . 
; ^h^t you might have life, God forbid that | ihould ceafe td 

-pray foryou. Q Lqro God n|oft holy, OLoup God moft 
'.i^^'i^hiji^jO holy and merciful Saviour, fhou moft worthyr 
' ; |udge t^rnal, by thine agpny and bloody fweat, by thy crD& 

^ ind p^Son, by thy precious death and burial,, by thy glori^ut < 
'^^efurredbtpn an4 afcenfion, and by the coming of ' the fltfy 
^^ Ghdft^ ye humbly entreat thee to help all fuch to tak^ tbe 
^ tvarirfn^ that has now been given them ! O help them to' 
^^' i^bqid #iee by faith here, that fo no pains of hell may faH' 
.^; friw; tj^ie whenever they are fummoned to appear before thy 
'\>|wfi^Kt^ I am perfuaded all that love the; 

CjLp^^Jesus ip fincerity, will fay, Amin/ Even fo, LoR»> 
/'v J^W^K 4men! aj^d Anun! 
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LfindoHj Mcy 30, 1772. 

THE Publilhcrs of this Work hope the Subfcribers 
will excufe the unavoidable Deky in the PublicJA- 
tion of this the laft Number, which it was not in their 
Power to prevent, as the Two Sermons therein con- 
tained, were not delivered to the Editor before laft 
Week. They flatter themfelves, that the Excellency of 
thefe Sermons, will make ample Amends for its not ap« 
pearing fooner. 

.N. B. Sermon XXXL on Luie x. 429 in Vol. V. having 
been printed in a former Edition of Mr. fVhitefiild*t Sermons, 
at bit, was fent to the Prefs with the •thers^ but it now appears 
not to be Mr« Wbiufitld''^. 



In the Prefsy andfpeedily ivill he puhUJIied^ 
MEMOIRS of the LIFE 

OF THE 

Rcv^GEORGE WHITEFIELD, M. A. 
Compiled from Original Papers an4 Letters. 



Juft; finilhcd, a beautiful engraved Head of Mr* 
Whitefield, cdeemed a ilriking Likenefs* Done by 
Mr. PicoT, from a Painting in the Ppfleflion of the 
Earl of Dartmouth^ and intended as a Frontifpiece to 
the Life now printing.~»A Few of the firft Irt)prel}ion$ 
are worked off upon fine Royal Paper, and may be hi|d 
of Mr. Picot^ Printfcller, in St. MarH^s-Lane^ and 
£. and C DiUfp^ in the Poultry. Pdce Two Shillings* 



By EDw^Aii>- anif'tHAftt^/IDfitiiy, iii"Trtii; P<i<trltif< 
A iioar tbe^ftftfibn'Houfevaod fold by.^I {(dbkfellers 



^^ ■ in Qreac-'Bmain dnd Irdartd* ^ 

V*. V- . ». C ■ ■ ■' 









■•' i;fT^HE CEconortty of the (jovehanti W^iMi 6$(I ^d 
J[ M^n: Compfehending a Complete Bbdf of ^vtfrit^. 
iBy Herman Wiifius, D. D. Profeffor of Divibi^'^f the Uni- 
'YCTfities of Leyden, &c. Faithfully tranflated from the Latffi, 
'arid careftrliy fcvifed by William Crookfhank, D. D. Li 
'Three Volumes OdlarOj Price l^pund 15 a. 

(Recommended by the Rev. Dr. John Gill, Dr. Walker, 

Dr« King, Mr. Hall^ Mr. Brine, Dr. Gibbon8,^ and by the 

..late Rev« Mr« James Her vey^ in bii Theroa and Afpafio^ 

:Voi.ii. p. 366.) ■; ... 

^ Extraft of a Letter frprti a Clergydian in the Country 
to the Publiflier. 

— — " The Sale of Witfius's C£con6my of the Covenants,; 

** increafes among my Friends. The Tranflation is verf 

^'«* juft ; and the Excellency of the Work merits a Place iii 

« every Chriftian's Library, t Oiall do my utcnoS to recom* 

^^ mend it at all Times, and upon all proper Occafibns. No 

'^'^ pious Perfon on Earth can forbear reading thh Book with- 

« out Wonder, Rapture^ and DeVotion : it eitceeds all 

' «* Commendation. Hervey inight' well* fay, * I woufd not 

*'•** fcruple to rilk all nty Repiiution upon the Merift of thiif 

■^'^ Performance.* Ft)r my Owft Part, I aixi not afliaoied nor 

f'**" afraid of any/Scorn-arid RiSicule ^hat Way ht p<^red 

''-*^on me from any Qiiarter , whilft I conftanrtly aVcr^ tharlbcf 

• «* Work has not its equal in the World." 

Chapfain of St, Saviour, Southwtrk; With a Short Accduat 
•qf hi* Hfc^ in a ^qomm^idatqry l^refacetJjj^jtj^e Rcv,^^^^ 

9r bound m C^lf $^',,.^ 4^ i^^^^i^ ,,^,,q .^nf^^ji^y .^mnf 

-'^nruL^r X.' IIL Evan- 



NEW BOOKS Publilhcd this. Day/ 

III. Evangelical Principles and Pra£lice : Being Fourteen 
Sermons, preached in tbf ParghliQ&ufchi of ^; I^ary Mag* 
dalen, in Oxford. By the^ Rev. Thomas Haweis. The 
Third Edition^ Pcip9,(;5fv^(^4|.^9p3)0gn^ i^ U^^ ,^ 

IV. Tfec Gommuniciii*t*s S^6hia^ (&ttp^ An 
Evangelical Preparation for the Lord'3 Sj^fpejj^.Ip^ which, 
!• The Nature of the Ordinance is fhewn. 2. The \Vay 
of approachijig thereto defcribed. 3. The dangerous Ten- 
dency of Weeks Preparation fet forth. The carelefi Sinner 
is here admonifiied ; the Formallft deteded and; reproved; 
the Fefeble-minded comforted; the Doubting relieved ; tne 
Sincere aififted, and the Faithful confirmed. , With Medica- 
tions and Helps fuitable to the Subject. By the Hev. Thomas 
Haweis, late of Magdalen-Hall, Oxford, and Chaplain to 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Peterborow. The Fourth 
Edition, Price bound is. 6d» 

V. The Dutv of a real Chriftian, both in Faith and Prac- 
tice, upon Gofpel Principles ; for promoting a Devout and 
Holy Life ; in a new and eafy Method, adapted to all Capa- 
cities. Neceflary for all Families. Price bound 3$. A 
haodfome Allowance will be made to thofe who give them 
away. 

VI. A Colleaion of Pfalm and Hymn Tunes, for the Ufe 
of the Lock-Hofpital. In Two Parts. Price 2s^ each. 

VII. An Expoiition of the Old and New T^ftament : 
Wherein each Chapter is fummed up to its Contents ; the 
facred Text inferted at Jarge in diftindl Paragraphs ^ each 
Paragraph reduced to .its prpper Heads ; the Senfe given and 
largely illuftrated. With practical Remarks and Obferva- 
tions. By Matthew Henry, 't'he Fifth Edition/ In Five 
large Volumes Fo\io. Price bound in C!alf and lettered 
7'- '••"- ' • .. ^ ..• '^ " ' .. "; - 

. VJII. ^ A PraAical Expofition of the New.Teftjjment, in 
the Foriti of a Paranhrafe : With occafiotial Note* jrf* 
.propel Pfices,^f6V fiihlusr'Ktbllcariijiif ; 'iM (firihiii'^ 
tions mfi^^fe^of everf Ctt^tfte;^ W bf thfc 

Ally ^SlcP^fc fif j/hfl^G^P^^ i^/{3>^^W'TF*( 

lumes Ouarto. Price bound ^\. los. "^J *'^ ^ J* 



lumes Quarto. Price bound al. los. ^? ^'^^ ^'* ^*^"^^ 

IX. Comfort 



NEW BOOKS PubUOied this Da^ 

IX. Comfort for the Afllided, under every Diftrefs. 'With 
fuiubie Devotions, by the Rev. William Dodd^ M. A. Pre- 
bendary of Brecon, and Chaplam to the Lord Biih«>p of 
St. Davids. Neatly iNSfited hi Om VduiBe O£hnro^ with m 
Frontifpiece deiigntd and fiutly engraved by Gwin. Price 
bound ss. 
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